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Ttie  following  Letter  wsis  fent,  to  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Dowager^  Countess  of  Chat- 
ham, with  a  Copy  of  the  firft  edkton  of  this 
Work>  in  two  volumes  Quarto. 

(  COPY.  ) 

December  5,  i/Qi. 
*•  Madam, 

**  I  beg  your  Ladylhip's  pardon  for  trefpaffing 
Upon  your  retirement.  It  is  to  folicit,  Madacn. 
the  honour  of  your  acceptance  of  thefe  Volumes^ 
Although  they  contain  but  a  weak,  yet  it  is  a  well- 
intended  effort  to  do  juftice  to  a  great  and  fplendid 
Charafter. 

«  From  y6ur  Ladyfhip's  noble  Brother,  the  late^ 
Earl  Temple,  I  received  the  moft  interefting  part 
of  thefe  Anecdotes ;  his  Lqrdlhip  honoured  me  with 
his  friendfhip  and  efteem  many  years.  From  the  firft  ' 
Lord  Lyttelton,  the  late  L^rds  Fortescu, 
and  Carysfort,  Right  Hom.  W.  G.  Hamilton;^ 
Right  Hon.  R.  Rigby,  Governor  Pownal^ 
Mr.  Calcraft,  Mr.  Rous,  and  a  number  of  othe^ 
Noblemen  and  Gentlemen,  I  receiv^ed  the  remainder* 

'*  After  much  labour  and  expence,  I  now  prefume 
to  lay  the  work  before  your  Ladyfliip;  humbly 
hoping  that  it  will  be  honoured  with  your  approba^ 
tion,  and  that  I  may  have  your  Ladylhip's  permiffion 
to  fubfcribc  myfclf 

*^  Madam, 
^*  Your  moft  obedient,  and 

'«  moft  humble  fervant, 


LADY  CHATHAM'S  ANSWER. 

(copy.) 

Burton-Pynfent,  Dec.  15,  1791- 
«  Sir, 

'*'  I  have  received  the  obliging  prefent  of  the 
books^  which  you  fcnt  to  inie ;  the  Tubjeft  of  which 
is  fo  interefting  to  my  feelings.  I  cannot  delay 
defiritig  you  to  acqept  of  my  fincere  thanks  for  this 
mark  of  your  attention.  The  fentiments  exprefled 
by  you  of  the  abilities  and  virtues  of  my  late  dear 
Lord)  are  a  fort  of  aflu ranee  to  me,  that  I  fhali  fitid 
bis  chara3er»  and  condud^  painted  in  thofe  coloursy 
.  that  fuit  the  dignity^  and  wifdom^  that  belonged  to 
them:  the  retracing  of  which^  will  certainly  afiford 
me  the.higheft  fatisfa8ion^  mixt  with  the  deepoiQ;^ 
regret,  chat  Myfelf,  his  Country,  Family)  and 
Friends,  have  fuffered  by  his  death, 

*'  I  remain.  Sir, 
*<  Your  obliged  and.moft  humble  fervant, 

''HEST£R  CHATHAM:' 


P  R   E   F  A  C  £• 


If  any  apology  is  thought  neceffary  for  offet^ 
ing  thefe  volumes  to  the  Britifh  Nation,  it  is 
prerumed,  that  a  candid  confeflion  of  the 
writer's  motive,  will  not  be  unfavourably  re- 
ceived by  thofe,  to  whom  it  is  moft  refpeS* 
fully  fubmitted. 

Had  a  fimilar  work  been  executed  by  any 
of  thole  perfons,  who  are  more  capable,  and 
more  converfant  with  the  period,  and  with 
the  conduft  of  the  noble  Earl,  than  the 
Editor,  the  attention  of  the  Public  would  not 
have  been  folicited  to  this  humble  attempt. 
It  is  now  almoft  fourteen  years  fince  Lord 
Chatham's  death,  and  the  writer  has  not  heard 
that  any  intention  to  offer  a  limilar  work  has 
been  in  the  contemplation  of  any  fuch  perfon. 

Every  period  in  hillory  is  interefting :  Un- 
<loubtedly  fome  periods  more  than  others; 
Kxd,  perhaps^  none  more  than  that  of  thefe 

volumes* 


IV         ,  PREFACE,* 

volumes.  But  truth  is  fo  feldom  the  iirft  obr 
je6l  of  the  hiftofian  of  his  own  times,  that  it; 
has,  for  fome  ye^rs  paft,  been  a  trite  obferva- 
tion,  amonfgft  perfons  of  information,  that 
pothing  is  {o  falfe  as  Modern  Hiftory.  It 
Ihould,  however,  be  remembered,  that  thofe 
^  perfons,  who  are  in  poffeflion  of  the  beft  an4 
jnoft  authentic  materials  for  hiftory,  are  ufu-» 
ally  peirfons'of  faftiion  and  rank  ;  and  one  of 
thefe  very  rarely  fits  down  to  the  laborious 
wdrk  of  writing  a  voltime.  Hence  arifes  a 
principal  caufe  of  the  complaint;  The  im- 
portant fafts- dying  with  the  perfons^ who  "were 
beft  acquainted  with  them,  the  future  writer 
frequently  afcribes  motives  and  confequences 
to  events,  with  \^hich  they  have  not  the  moft 
diftant  relation. 

The  writer  has  not  vanitv  to  offer  this 
Work  as  a  Hiftory.  He  prefumes  to  no 
more  tlian  having  colle6led,  and  preferved,  a 
fund  of  materials,  which  may  afford  light  and 
information  to  the  future  inquirer,  who  could 
not  have  found  them  in  any  of  the  books  hi-? 
theilp  printed*.     He  is  confcious^  that  his 


'  *  Except  in  a  few  inflanccs  ;  and  thefe  arefo  immediately 
eonncftcd  with  the    I'ubjcft  of  the  wpik,  they  could  not, 

with 


P  R  £  J  A  C  £*  V 

ftyle,  and  feme  circumfiances/ ore  not  in  ins 
favoar :  B|it  he  is  not  coofcious  of  having  ad-* ; 
vanced  otie  falfehood.  The  anecdotes  which 
he  has  here  committed  to  paper,  were,  all  of 
them,  in  their  day,  very  well  knowo.  They, 
were  the  fubjefts  of  public  converfatioh«  Bot 
they  have  not  been  pablifhed.  His  fituation 
gave  him  a  knowledge  of  them,  and  a  per* 
fonal  acquaintance  with  feveral  of  the  events* 
Jt  was  his  cuilom  to  keep  a  diary;  in  which 
he  minuted  all  fuch  circumftances  as  feemed 
to  him  mpft  worthy  of  remembrance.  He 
has  endeavoured  to  Hate  the  fads,  as  nearly 
as  pofFible,  in  the  original  language;  and 
with  the  original  colouring  in  which,  they 
were  fpdntaneoufly  given  at  the  moment — ^prc* 
fuming  he  fhould  thereby  exhibit  the  moft 
faithful  pi6iure  of  a  period,  in  which  the  no- 
ble Earl  appears  the  principal  figure  on  thit 
canvas*. 

vith  propriety,  have  been  omitted.  But  the  name^  of  the 
books  or  pamphlets,  from  which  they  are  taken,  are  fet  down 
in  the  margin  ;  and  m^iny  of  thefe  have  received  confideraUe 
additions* 
^  It  was  the  opinion  ot  the  great  Lord  Somers,  ^*  Thai 
<'  the  bent  and  genius  of  the  age  is  befl  known  in  a  free 
"  country,  by  the  pamphlets  and  papeirs  which  daily  come 
*'  out,  as  containing  the  fenfe  of  j)aFties,  and  fometimcs  the 
<*  Yoi<^c  of  the  nation, ''-—The  authority  may  be  feefl  in  the 

front 
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P  Jl  E  r  A  C  E, 


With  refpeft  to  the  Speeches  in  Parhameirt^, 
it  is  proper  to  inform  the  reader,  that  thofe 
marked  M.  S.  in  the  margin,  are  now  firft 
printed  from  the  Editor's  notes ;  or  from  thofe 
of  particular  friends,  who  have  obligingly  af- 
fifted  him.     The  reft  are  copied  from  various 
publications,  in  England,  Holland,  and  Arae* 
rica.     No  pains  have  been  fpared  to  gain  the 
beft  and  fulleft  account  of  each  fpeech.     But 
it  is  not  within  the  compafs  of  one  man,  or  of 
a   firft  attempt,  though  neither  crudely  de- 
figned,  nor  precipitately  executed,  to  obtain 
perfection.     There  are  doubtlefis    omiflions; 
though  it  is  hoped  not  many.     But  if  any 
Gentleman  is  in  poffeflion  of  any  papers,  or 
notes  of  any  fpeeehes,  which  may  elucidate^^ 
or  contribute  to  the  advantage  of  this  Work, 
the  writer  will  think  himfelf  honoured  by  the 
iSommunication  of  them,  for  the  benefit  of 
a  future  edition ;  if  the  public  favour  fhould 
make  one  neceffary, 
December ^  5,  I79i- 

front  pf  Lord  Somers's  Trafts. — If  tHefe  Anecdotes  had 
^cen  printed  in  the  fugitive  periodical  papers  of  the  times, 
they  mUft  undoubtedly  have  claiTed  under  his  Lordftiip'ji 
dcfcription.  It  is  prefumed,  that  neither  the  delay,  nor  the 
form  0/  printing,  will  diminifh  the  judgment  of  io  rerpcc* 
table  a  recommendation.  / 
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nnHE  lives  of  eminent  men  afford  ufeful  ^^^J;^' 
-*•  leflbns  of  inftrutlion,  as  well  as  great  in^*^^"5- 
examples  for  imitation.  No  native^f  the 
Britifti  Iflands  ftands  higher  in  the  judgment' 
of  the  prefent  age,  for  either  the  magnificence 
of  his  talents  as  a  fenator  and  flatefman,  or 
the  virtue  of  his  conduft  in  both  private  and 
Vot.  L  B  public 
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pubIiclife,thanthelateEARL  OF  Chatham: 
introduc"^  Nor  will  th6  charafter  of  any  man,  however 


tioa. 


flattered  it  may  have  been  in  defcription,  or 
however  fuperior  he  may  have  been  in 
.ftation,  go  down  to  pofterity  with  purer 
honour. — Other  men's  names  are  remem- 
bered by  the  aid  of  biography ;  his  will  be 
revered  by  the  glories  of  his  aftions,  which 
illumined  the  political  hemifphere  during 
the  fplendid  aera  in  which  the  reins  of  go* 
yernment  were  in  his  hands.  The  archives 
of  the  various  nations  of  the  world,  at  that 
period  of  his  life,  though  written  in  different 
languages,  will  unite  in  raifing  a  pyramid  ta 
his  name,  whifch  Time  cannot  deftroy. 

The  memoirs  of  fuch  a  man  ought  to  be 
written  by  the  firft  hiftorian  of  the  age.  This 
work  afTumes  an  humbler  rank  in  literature* 
It  goes  forth  with  no  other  claim  to  public 
notice,  than  that  of  being  A  Colleftion  of 
Fugitive  Papers  and  Anecdotes ;  many  af 
them  known  to  feveral  perfons  now  living, 
but  all. of  them  to  very  few.  In  fine,  the 
prefent  publication  is  the  effc£l  of  induftry, 
not  of  ability. 
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The  Earl  of  Chatham  was  born  on  the  chap# 
fifteenth  of  November  1708.  in\he  parifh  of  iJ;;"^^^ 
St.  James's,  Weftminfter.     He  received  the 
firft  part  of  his  education  at  Eton,  where  he    Eton! 
was  placed  upon  the  foundation.  His  cotem- 
poraries  at  this  fchool  were  George  Lyttelton, 
afterwards  Lord  Lyttelton,  Henry  Fox,aher* 
Wards  Lord  Holland,  Sir  Charles  Hanbury 
Williams^  Henry  Fielding,  author  of  Tom 
Jones,  &c.     At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  was 
fent  to  Trinity  College,  Oxford.     This  laft  ^^^^^ 
circumftance  appears  by  the  fallowing  ex- 
traft  from  the  Regifter  in  the  Burfary  in 
Trinity  College,  fol.  258  : 

"  Ego  GUlielmus  Pitt,  filius  Roberti  Pitt, 
armigeri,  de  Old  Sarum,  natus  Londini  in 
parochia  Sanfti  Jacobi ;  annorum  circiter 
1 8  admiffus  fum  commenfalis  primi  ordinis 
fub  tutamine  Magiftri  Stockwell,  Jan.  die 
"  10,  1726  V 

In 


re 
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♦  In  reference  to  his  having  been  a  member  of  'trinity  College, 
are  the  following  lines  in  Mr.  War  ton' ^  J^dAxti%  to  him,  upon  the 
d^thof  George  the  Second : 


Nor  thou  refufe 


This  humble  prefent  of  no  partial  Mufe> 

B  ^     .  From 


5IO 
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In r  the  Oxford  v^rfes  upon  the  death  of 
George  the  Firft,  which  were  publiflied  the 
year  after  he  went  to  college,  we  find  the 
following  by  Mr*  Pitt : 


.  An^licae  vos  O  pnefetitia  nurriina' gcntis 
Libertas,  atque  Alma  Themis  !  Neptune  Brltarvni 
Tu  pater  Oceani  f  (fi  jam  pacata  Georgi 
Imperio  tua  perlabi  licet  aequora)  veflro 
(Trifle  miniderium  I)  pia  folvite  munera  Regitr 
At  teneriplan6lus  abfint,  mollefque  querilac 
Herois  tumulo  ;  quas  mors  deflenda  requirit, 
Gefta  vetant  lacrymas,  juflaBque  fuperbia  laudis* 
In  flare  horribilcs  longe  latec^ue  tumujtus 
Hie  fuper  Hifpanos  viblenta  tumefcertf  campos 
Belli  diluvies,  illicad  flurrvina  Rheni 
Ardentes  furibundus  equos  immittere  Mavors. 
Heu  quam  in  fe  miferi  cladem  (Iragefque  cierent  f 
Quot  fortes  caderent  animce  !  quot  g^iirgite  torquens 
Sangumeo  fluvius  morientia  corpora  in  ahum 
Volvcret  Oceanum  !  ni  Te  fuccurrere  farclo 
Tc  folum,  vifum  fuperis,  Augufte,  labenti 


From  that  calm  Bow'rf,  which  nmrs'd  thy  thoughtful 

youth 
In  the  pure  precepts  6t  Athenian  truth? 
Where  firft  the  'form^  of  Britifh  Liberty    , 
Beam'd  in  full  radiance  on  thy  muiing  eye  f 
That  form,  whofe  mien  fiiblime,.  with  equal  awe^ 
In  the  fame  (hadt  unblemifh'd  Somers  faw* 

•f  Trinity  College,  Oxford ;  in  which  alfo  Lord  Somers  was  edacated* 


Tu 
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Tu  miferans  hoimnum  pacem  fuper  aftra  volantdm^ 
Imperig  retines,  terrafcjue  revifcre  cogis* 

Dextera  quid  petuit,  primis  ubi  fervor  in  armis 
ImpulU  ulcifct  patriani,'populofque  gementeS|     - 
Turcarum  dicant  acies,  verfifque  cohortes 
Tiirbatae  fignis ;  dicat  perterrita  Buda«   , 
Invitaque  tuos  praetollat  laude  triumpbos, 
Fulmina  cum  attonitum  contra  torquenda  tyrannum 
Vidit,  et  intremuit.     Rerilm  at  jam.  lenior  ordo 
Arrifit,  gladiumque  manus  confueta  rotare 
(Majusopus!)  grats  practendit  figna  quiet  is. 

Quare  agile,  O  populi,  taatarum  in  munere  laudum 
Stemite  bumum  foliis.     Sed  vosante  omnia  Mufae 
.Caefarem  ac  ailra  feretis;  ainavit  vos  quoque  Csfar: 
Vellraque  cum  placida  laurus  concrevit  oliva, 

Felix,  qui  potuit  mundi  cobibere  tumultus  I 
Fortunatu«  et  illi,  aegri  folamen  amori« 
Qui  fubit  AngUacis,  tanti  audit  nominis  basres*    > 
Aufpice  Te,  dives  agitans  dircordia,  ludo 
Heu  fatiata  nimis  1  furia*  amnemque  fcverum 
Cxjcyti  repetat:,  propriofque  perhorrcat  angucs; 
At  fecura  quies,  metuens  et  gratia  culpae 
Tc  circumvolitent.    Themis  bine  caeleflis,  et  ilHnc 
Suftentet  folium  dementia.     Tu  quoque  magnam 
ParteiQ  babeas  opere  in  tanto,  Carolina  labore 
Imperii  rccreans  fefTum  :  nam  Maximus  ille  ' 

Tc  colit,  atque  animi  fenfum  Tibi  credit  opertum 
Curarum  conforti,  et  multo  pignorc  jqnftae. 

Inclyta  progenies!  Tibi  quam  dile£la  Tonanti 
Latona  invideat,  quam  vel  Berecyntbia  Mater 
Centum  enixa  Deos  ;  (i  qua  baec  fint  dona  Britannia 
propria,  fintquc  precor,  rcferantet-utrumque  parentem. 

GUL.  PITT, 
c  Coll.  Trin.  Socio  Commcnf, 
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Before  he  left  Eton  he  was  afflifted  with 
the  gout,  which  increafed  during  his  fefidence 
at  Oxford;  and  which  at  length  obliged  him 
to  quit  the  univcrfity,  without  taking  a  de- 
gree,    Itiwas  hereditary. 

He  afterwards  made  the  tour  of  part  of 
France,  and  part  of  Italy  ;  but  his  diforder 
was  not  removed  by  it.  ~  He  however  con- 
ftantly  employed  the  leifure,  which  this  pain- 
ful and  tedious  malady  afforded,  in  the  cultif 
vation  and  improvement  of  his  mind.  Lord, 
Chejlerjieldy  who  rather  envied  than  admired 
his  fuperiority,  fays,  *^  that  thus  he  acquired 
a  great  fund  of  premature  and  ufeful  know*? 
ledge." 


^1735.         He  camefirft  into  parliament  in  the  month 

Elected  a  ^  ^ 

"^li^cnt!  ^^  February  1735,  for  the  borough  of  Old 
Sarum,  in  the  room  of  his  brother ;  who, 
being  elefted  for  Old  Sarum  and  Oakhamp^ 
ton,  made  his  eleftion  for  the  latter.  Hi? 
brother-in-law,  Robert  Nedham  Efq.  was  his 
Made  coadjutor.  Having  five  fifters,  and  an  elder 
horfr^^  brother,  his  fortune  was  not  very  confider- 
able;  his  friends;  therefore,  obtained  for  him 
a  cornet's  commiflTion  in  th^  Blues,  in  addi^ 
tion  to  his  income. 

In 
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In  March  1735,  George  Lyttelton  Efq.  ^^j^*** 
(elde^l  fdn  pf  Sir  Thomas  Lyttelton  of  Hagley,  ^^ 
who  married  Lord  CobharrH^  lifter,  afterwards    . 
Lord  Lyttelton^  was  elefted  member  of  par- 
liament for  'Oakhampton,   by  the  interefl: 
of  Thomas  Pitt  Efq,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Northmore^  who  died  a  httle  time  before. 


.  At  the  general  eleftion  in  1734*  Richard  y^'^^t. 
Grenville  Efq.  (the  late  Earl  TerApUj  whofe 
mother  was  Lord  Cobhani^  eldeft  fifter)  came 
firft  into  parliament,  being  elefted  for  Buck- 
ingham*  Mr.  W,  Pitt,  Mr.  Grenville^  and 
Mr.  Lyttelton,  became  aflbciates,  and  for 
feveral  years  always  fat  together  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons, 


Mr.  Pitt  had  not  been  many  days  in  par- 
liament when  he  was  felefted  for  a  teller.  It 
appears  by  the  Journals,  vol.  xxii.  page  535, 
upon  a  motion  to  refer  the  navy  eftimates  to 
a  feleO:  committee,  that  the  Houfe  divicjed, 
and  that  Mr.  William  Pitt  and  yiv.Sandys,^.^- 
terwards  Lord 5^Wyj,  were  appointed  tellers 
of  the  minority  upon  that  queftion^ 

B  4  .  Mr^ 
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Mr.  Pittas  firft  fpeech  in  parliament  was 
^  .^     on  the  29th  of  April  1736,  upon  fecond- 
ing  a  motion  made  by  his  friend  Mr,  Lyttel-- 
.  ton,  viz,  . 

*  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to 
his  Majefty,  to  congratulate  his  Majefty  on 
*  the  nuptials  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
of  Wales;  and  to  exprefs  the  fatlsfaftion  and 
great  joy  of  his  faithful  Commons  on  this 
happy  occafion,  which  they  look  upon  with 
unfpeakable  comfort,  as  the  means  under  the 
divine  Providence,  of  giving  an  additional 
ftrength  to  the  Proteftant  intereft,  and  of  fe- 
.  curing  to  all  future  ages  the  laws  and  liberties 
of  this  nation,  in  the  full,  manner  we  now 
happily  and  thankfully  ,enjoy  them,  under 
the  proteflion  of  his  Majefty 's  jufl:  and  mild 
government  over  his  people/- " 

When  Mr.  Lyttelton  fat  down,  Mr.  Pitfi 
rofe,  and  fpoke  in  fubftance  ijearly  as  fol* 
lows; 

Mr.  Pitt's  « He  began  with  obferving,  that  he  was  un» 
able  to  offer  any  thing  that  had  not  been  faid 
by  his  honourable  friend  who  made  the  mo^ 
tion,  in  a  manner  much  more  foitable  to  the 

dignity 
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dignity  and  importance  of  the  fubjea:  But;  ^\y^ 
faid  he,  '  I  am  really  afFeded  with  the  prof-  "-^ 
peft  of  the  bleflings  to  be  derived  to  my 
country  from  this  fo  defirable  and  long-de- 
fired  meafure,  the  marriage  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales;  I  cannot  for- 
bear troubling  you  with  a  few  words,  to  ex* 
prefs  my  joy,  and  to  mingle  my  humble 
offering,  inconlidcrable  as  it  is,  with  this  obla- 
tion of  thanks  and  congratulation  to  his 
Majefty, 

•  How  great  foever  the  joy  of  the  public 
niay  be,  and  very  great  it  certainly  is,  in  re- 
ceiving this  benefit  from  his  Majefty,  it  muft 
be  inferior  to  that  high  fatisfafclion  which  he 
himfelf  enjoys  in  beftowing  it ;— And  if  I  may 
be  allowed  to  fuppofe,  that  to  a  royal  mind . 
any  thing  can  tranfcend  the  pleafure  of  gra- 
tifyingthe  impatientwifties  of  a  loyal  people, 
it  can  only  be  the  paternal  delight  of  ten- 
derly indulging  the  moft  dutiful  application, 
aiid  moll  humble  requeft,  of  a  fubmiflTive 
obedient  forj.     I  nqention.  Sir,  his  Royal 
Highnefs's  having  aflced  a  marriage,  becaufe 
fomething  is,in  juflice,  due  to  him,  for  hav- 
ing alked  what  we  are  fo  ftrongly  bound,  by 
gl|  the  jies  of  duty  and  gratitude,  to  return 

his 
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c  H^A  P.  jjjg  Majefty  our  moft  humble  acknowledge 
^^^J^  ments  for  having  granted, 

*  The  marriage  of  a  Prince  of  Wales ^  Sir, 
has  at  all  times  been  a  matter  of  the  higheft 
importance  to  the  public  welfare,  to  prefent 
'  and  to  future  generations ;  but  at  no  time 
has  it  been  a  more  important,  a  more  dear 
confideration,  than  at  this  day  :  if  a  charac- 
ter, at  once  amiable  and  refpeftable,  can 
^ ,  embeilifli,  and  even  dignify, the  elevated  rank 
of  a  Prince  of  Wales,  Were  it  not  a  fort  of 
prefumption  to  follow  fo  great  a  perfon 
through  his  hours  of  retirement,  to  view  him 
in  the  milder  light  of  domeftic  life,  we  ftiould 
find  him  engaged  in  the  noble  exercife  of 
humanity,  benevolence,  and  of  every  focial 
virtue.  But,  Sir,  how  pleafing,  how  capti-. 
vating  foeyer  fuch  a  fcene  may  be,  yet,  as  it 
is  a  private  one,  I  fear  I  (hould  offend  the 
delicacy  of  that  virtue  I  Co  ardently  defire  to 
do  juftice  to,  fhould  I  offer  it  to  the  confi- 
deration of  this  Houfe,  But,  Sir,  filial  duty 
to  his  Royal  parents,  a  generous  love  of  li- 
berty, and  a  juft  reverence  for  the  Britifh 
conftitution ;  thefe  are  public  virtues,  and 
cannot  efcape  the  applaufe  and  benediflions 
of  the  public  ;  They  are  virtues,  Sir,  which 

render 
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render  his  Royal  Highnefs  not  only  a  noble  <=  ^  *' 
ornament,  but  a  firm  fupport,  if  any  could  ""^ 
poffibly  be  neceffary^of  that  throne  fo  greatly 
filled  by  his  Royal  father. 

f  I  have  been  led  to  fay  thus  much  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs's  chara6ler,  becaufe  it  is  the 
confideration  of  that  charafter  which,  above 
all  things,  enforces  the  juftice  and  goodnefs 
of  his  Majefty  in  the  meafure  now  before  us; 

"  a  meafure  which  the  nation  thought  could 
never  come  too  foon,  becaufe  it  brings  with      • 
it  the  promife  of  an  additional  ftrength  to 
the  Proteftant  fucceffion  in  his  Majefty*s 
illuftrious  and  royal  houfe.    The  fpirit  of 
liberty  di6lated  that  fucceffion;  the  lame 
fpirit  now  rejoices  in  the  profpefcl  of  its  being 
perpetuated  to  lateft  pofterity. — It  rejoices 
in  the  choice  which  has  been  made  of  a 
Princefs,  fo  diftinguiftied  in  the  merit  of  her 
family,  the  glory  of  whofe  great  anceftor  it 
is,  to  have  facriliced  himfelf  to  the  nobleft 
caufe  for  which  a  Prince  can  draw  his  fword, 

.  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  the  Proteftant  reli- 
gion. Such,  Sir,  is  the  marriage,  for  which 
our  raoft  humble  acknowledgments  are  due 
to  his  Majeft)';  and  may  it  afford  the  com- 
fort qf  feeing  the  Royal  Family  (numerous 


^8  ANECDOTES  AND  SPEECHES 

CHAP,  as  I  thank  God  it  is)  ftill  growing  and  rifing. 
^^!p^  up  in  a  third  generation !  a  family.  Sir, 
which  I  moft  fincerely  wifli  may  be  as  im- 
mortal as  thofe  liberties  and  that  conftitutian 
it  came  to  maintain ;  and  therefore  I  am 
heartily  for  the  motion/ 

The  motion  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to. 

The  fpeeches  of  both  gentlemen,  being 
what  are  called  maiden,  or  firft  fpeeches, 
were  not  only  heard  with  great  indulgence, 
but  pl^afure ;  and  were  honoured  with  the 
warmeft  approbation  of  every  auditor.  The 
?y  tS^*^  extraordinary  merit  of  thefe  young  gentle--  • 
wiia/^  men  induced  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  bellow 
upon  them  the  moft  gracious  and  flattering 
m?trks  of  his  diftinftion  and  countenance. 

Upon  every  queftion  Mr.  P^Yi{  divided  with 
his  friends  againfl  the  minifter,and  appeared, 
on  every  occafion,  a  firm  and  determined  op* 
ponent  of  the  minifter's  meafures*    Sir  Ro^ 

^Ikon"^^.  bert  Watpole  was  not  a  little  irritated  by  this  . 

ta^cn  from  ^Q^^^Q. .  ^^^  bciug  ju  thc  habit  of  difmiffig 

military  officers  for  their  conduft  in  parlia- 
■  ment,  and*  having,  particularly,  ^  fhort  time 
before,  difraifled  Lord  Cobham  and  others,  he  . 

made 
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Made  no  hefitation  of  difmiffing  Mr.  Pitt. —  ^  ^^  ^' 
This  imprudent,  violent,  and  uncbnftitutional  '^'^'^T' 
meafure,  fo  far  from  dimrnifhing  Mr.  Pitt's 
confequence  in  the  eyes  of  his  patron,  or  the 
public,  very  confiderably  increafed  it  in  both. 
His  friend  Mr.  Lyttelton  wrote  the  following 
lines  on  the  occafion : 

To  William  Pitt  Efq.  on  his  Iqfing  his 
Commijffion,  in  the  Year  1736. 

Long  }i2lA  thy  virtues  maA'd  thee  out  for  famc^ 
far,  far  fuperior  to  a  Cornet's  name ; 
This  gen'rous  WalpoU  faw,  and  gricv'd  to  find 
So  mean  a  pofl  difgrace  that  noble  mind  ; 
The  fervile  (landard  from  the  free-born  hand 
He  tbok^  and  bad  thee  lead  the  patriot  band. 

Lord  CbM^m,  the  revered  patron  of  virtue  Pafromr-  ' 
and  genius,  whofe  charafter  was  in  fuch  high  cobham. 
eftimation  that  his  fmile  alone  conferred  ho- 
nour, was  among  the  foremoft  to  offer  him 
his  fervices  and  friendfhip.  An  acquaintance 
thus  formed,  on  a  congeniality  of  fentiment 
ind  principle,  fooil  ripened  into  affeftion ; 
and  Mr.  Pitt's  fociety  was  ever  after  efteemed 
by. the  noble  Lord  among  the  greateft  plea* 
fares  of  his  life.  It  is  no  wonder,  indeed,  that 
a  nobleman  poffeffing  the  knowledge,  the  vir- 
tue, and  the  difcernment  of  Lord  Cobham, 

fliould 


CO 

.iBcatt» 


go  ANfiCDOJES  ANi>  SI^EECHfiS 

fiiould  be  fo  daptivated  with^  and  attached  tOg 
g  his  young  friend ;  for,  to  brilliai;icy  of  talents^ 
to  a  high  fenfe  of  honour,  and  to  the  moft 
exalted  principles  of  public  and  privaite 
virtue^  Mr*  Pitt  had  united  every  elegant 
^mJJr&.  accomplilhment ;  and  his  manners  and  ad- 
drefs  were  as  irrefiftible  as  his  eloquence. 
His  charafter  was,  indeed,  fuch  as  to  form  a 
fitter  fubjefl  of  poetic  praife,  than  hiftoric 
defcription ;  and  the  following  extrads  will 
prove  that  the  firft  poets  of  his  time,  Thom^ 
fan  and  Hammond,  did  not  lofe  the  oppor- 
^  tunity  of  painting  from  fo  rare  a  model : 

The  fair  majeftic  paradife  of  Stowe  44** 
And  there,  O  Pitt^  thy  country's  early  boaft^ 
There  let  me  fit  beneath  the  (hclter'd  flopes ; 
Or  in  that  temple*,  where,  in  future  times^ 
Thou  well  fhalt  merit  a  diftinguifh'd  name } 
And,  with  thy  converfe  blefl,  catch  the  laft  fmilds 
Of  Autumn  beaming  q'er  the  yellow  woods. 
While  there  with  thee  th'  enchanted  round  I  walk^ 
The  regulated  wild,  gay  fancy  then 
Will- tread  in  thought  the  groves  of  Attic  land; 
Will  from  tliy  (landard  tafle  refine  her  own^ 
Correft  her  pencil  to  the  pureft  truth 
Of  Nature ;  or,  the  unimpaflion'd  (hades 
Forfaking,  raife  it  to  the  human  mind. 
Or  if  hereafter  fhe,  with  jufter  hand, 
Shall  draw  the  tragic  fcene,  infirud  her,  thou ! 

*  T«mplc  of  Virtttf,  in  Stowe  Gardens^ 

To 
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To  mark  the  varied  movements  of  the  heait. 

What  cv'ry  decent  charafter  requires, 

And  ev'ry  paflion  fpeaks :  O,  through  her  flrain  *7J7« 

Breathe  thy  pathetic  eloquence !  that  moulds 

The  attentive  Senate,  charms,  perfuades,  exalts  ; 

Of  honed  Zeal  th'  indignant  lightning  throws. 

And  {hakes  Corruption  on  her  venal  throne*. 

Nor  does  the  elegant  and  pathetic  Ham^ 
fnond  fall  fhort  of  Thornfon,  in  the  following 
lines : 

To  Stowc*s  delightful  fcenes  I  now  repair. 
In  Cobham's  fmile  to  lofe  the  gloom  of  care.  •  #  « 
There  Pitty  in  manners  foft,  in  fricndfhip  warm, 
With  mild  advice  my  liftening  grief  (hall  charm^ 
With  fenfe  to  counfel,  and  with  wit  to  pleafe, 
A  Roman's  virtue,  with  a  Courtier's  eafc. 

On  the  23d  of  February  1737,  Mr.  PuU 
icney  (afterwards  Earl  of  Bath)  moved  for 
an  addrefs  to  the  King,  humbly  befeeching 
his  Majefty  to  fettle  ioo,oool  j6^r  annum  on 
the  Prince  of  Wales. 

The  minifter.  Sir  Robert  W^^^/<?,oppofed 
this  motion  with  all  his  ftrength.  The  Prince 
being  in  oppofition  to  him,  he  was  fenfiblc 
that  a  compliance  with  the  motion  would  as 
infallibly  increafe  the  power  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  as  it  would  diminifli  his  own,— 

^  *  Thoxnfon's  Autunw^ 

Mr/ 
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Mr.  Pitt  is  faid.to  have  fpoken  very  ably  ill 
fdpport  of  the  motion,  as  did  Mt.  Grenville 
and  Mr.  LytteltoUy  on  the  fame  fide';  but 
their'  fpeeches  are  no  where  diftiaftty  pre- 
ferved. — *rhe  fubftance  of  the  debate  on  both 
fides  is  flated  only  in  the  form  of  a  general 
argument,  for  and  agaivji^  the  motion. 

The  political  papers  of  the  time,  how- 
ever, very  clearly  evince  that  the  minifter 
finart^d  under  the  lafti  of  Mr.  Pitt's  elo- 
quence ;  for  in  one  of  the  numbers  of  tKe 
Gazetteer,  a  paper,  at'  that  time,  avowedly 
written  in  fiipport  of  the  minifter,  and  pub- 
lilhed  foon  after  the  clofe  of  the  feffion,  Mn 
Pitt  is  charafterized  in  terms  which  are  as 
illiberal  as  they  are  unjuft ;  and  which  oc* 
cafioned  the  oppofition-paper of  thofe  times, 
the  \Craftfnian,  to  defend  him,  in  reply  to 
the  Gazetteer. 

"  Should  a  young  man"  (fays  the  Gazet- 
teer), ^^  juft  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, endeavour  to  rank  himfelf  with  the 
^  firft  in  reputation  and  experience,  would  he 
not  render  himfelf  ridiculous  by  the  attempt, 
and  even  deftroy  the  degree  of  fame  which 
he  might  otherwife  deferve?  A  young  man 

of 
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of  rny  acquaintance,  through  an  overbearing 
difpofilion,  and  a  weak  judgment,  afluming 
the  character  of  a  great  man,  which  he  is  no- 
way able  to  fupport,  is  become  the  obje6l  of  ^y^^c 
ridicule,  inftead  of  praife.  My  young  man 
has  the  vanity  to  put  himfelf  in  the  place  of 
Tully.  But  let  him  confider  that  every  one  * 
who  has  the  fame  natural  imperfeftibns 
with  Tully,  has  not  therefore  the  fame  natur* 
al  perf  ftions;  though  his  neck  fhould  be  a$ 
long,  his  body  as  flender,  yet  his  voice  may 
not  be  as  fonorous,  his  aftion  may  not  be  as 
juft. — Such  a  one  may  be  deluded  enough  to 
look  upon  himfelf  as  a  perfon  of  r  al  con- 
fequence,  and  not  fee  that  he  is  raifed  by  a 
party,  as  a  proper  tool  for  their  prcfent  pur- 
pofes,  and  whom  they  can  at  any  time  pull 
down,  when  thofe  purpofe^  are  ferved." 


.  In  anfwer  to  the  preceding,  the  Craftfman, 
No,  596,  fays. 


*'  That  he  is  not  addifted  to  panegyric,but  ^^^^'J^f* 
loufed  by  an  honeft  zeal  to  refentthe  black-  crat\«m». 
eft  perfonal  calumny,  by  expofing  the  heart 
and  intention  of  the  wretched  author,  in 
brow  beating  riling  virtue/and  flanderinga 
certain  young  gentleman  in  the  groflfeft  roan- 
VoL^L  C  nerj 
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CHAPi  p^^-.  ^^Q  who.  in  ev^ry  fituation,  hath  con- 
"•Q^  d'i^lf^d  himlHf  in  the  niceft  and  diforeetefl 
manner,  andj:>y  his  ^hirft  after  learning  hath 
given  reafon  to  expeft  aftions  fuitable  to  fo 
happy  and  Angular  a  beginning.  The  Gazet- 
teer pretends  to  an  acquaintance  of  the  gen- 
tJeman  ;  but  fu rely  no  man  of  the  leaft  ho- 
nour  would  offer  to  fall  fo  foul  on  his  friend ; 
neither  would  an  acquaintance  of  any  value 
'  or  worth  advife  nim  thus  puliykly,  and 
thereby  endeavour  to  expofe  him  to  the 
world.  To  fhew  how  prejudicial  to  the 
good  of  one's  country  fuch  treatment  of  rif^ 
ing  merit  may  be,  let  us  confider  the  great 
Demojthenes  returning  from  the  bar,  difcon- 
tented  at  his  own  performances,  meeting 
fuch  an  advifer  as  this,  perfuading  him  al- 
ready too  much  prejudiced  againll  his  own 
imperfeftions,  not' to  attempt  to  eftablifh 
his  reputation  as  an  orator,,  for  which  he 
.  was  na-way  defigned  by  nature.  Such  ad- 
vice, in  the  fituation  he  was  in,  might  per- 
^  lyaps  have  had  its  fatal  effe6l';  and  what,  O 
Athenians,  would  you  have  loft  in  this  cafe  ? 
Not  only  the  reputation  of  producing  one 
of  the  brighteft  orators  that  ever  lived,  but 
the  boldeil  defender  of  your  liberties,  and 
the  greateft  check  to  the  Macedonian  mon- 
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arch :  A  man  of  whom  PhiHp,by  his  own 
confeflion,  flood  more  in  awe  than  all  the 
Grecian  States  he  fought  to  oppreis." 
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The  Prince  being' this  year  deprived  ofd?fa!fficT 
his  apartments  at  St.  James's^  and  excluded 
from  Court,  feveral  of  his  houfehold  refigned 
their  places,  and  were  fucceeded  by  others : 
In  this  revolution  Mr.  Pitt  wai  appointed 
groom  of  the  bedchamber,  and  Mr.  Lyttelton 
private  fecretary  to  his  Royal  Highnefs, 


CHAP.    11. 

Mr.  Pittas  Speech  in  favour  of  a  reduSion  of  the 
Army — On  the  Convention  with  Spain — On  Ad^ 
miral  Haddock's  InflruBions — On  Sir  Charles 
Wagers  Bill  for  the  Encouragement  of  Seamen. 
— Reply  to  Mr.  Horace  Walpole — Reply  to  Mr. 
Winnington. — On  the  motion  for  an  Addref  to  rt-^ 
move  Sir  Robert  Walpole. 

V/f  R.  Pitt\  fpeeches  during  the  remain-  chap 
ing  period  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  %  ad-       ^]:^ 
miniftration,  which  have  been  preferved,  are     *738- 
the  feven  following*. 

C  2  On 

•  They  arc  taken  from  CkdndUr't  coUcftion  of  Parliamentary  Debate^ 
The  aathority  is  not  very  good ;  but  there  is  no  other  account  of  the  Par^ 
liaRMBUry  Debates  duiiag  thia  period*    It  muft  likcwife  be  obferved, 

'  th4« 
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^^j^^  On  the  4th  of  February  ij^Sipnihe  re- 
^^"^^^  port  of  the  number  of  land  forces,  Mr.  Pitt 
fpoke  in.fa^  our  of  a  reduftion,  in  reply  to  Sir 
Thomas  Lumley  Saunderfon,  afterwards  Earl 
of  Scarborough,  who  had  fpoken  in  fupport 
of  the  number  propofed  by  the  miniller. 

Sir  Thomas  had  faid,  that  he  was  furprifed 
to  hear  any  placeman  arguing  in  favour  of 
a  reduction  of  the  army,  which  Sir  Jofeph 
Jekyl,  Mr.  LytteUon^  &c.  had  done. 


Mr.  Pitt's 


army< 


Mr,  Pitt  h^gin  with  faying,  ^  That  as  to 
'  fTvourof  a  ^^^^  tHc  hoTiourable  gentleman  had  faid,  re- 
rc^uftioq  fp^£)^jj^g  thofe  whofn  he  calls  placemen,  h^ 

would  agree  with  him,  that  if  they  were  to 
be  directed  in  their  opinions  by  the  places 
they  held,  they,  might  unite  for  the  fupport 
of  each  other,  againftthe  common  good  of 
the  nation ;  but  I  hope, '  faid  he,  *  none  of 
them  are  under  any  fuch  dheSions ;  I  am 
fure  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf  is 
hot,  and  therefore  I  am  convinced  he  is  not 
ferious,  when  he  talks  of  being  furprifed  at 

that  few  of  Lord  Chatkam'i  fpeeches,  prior  to  1750,  arc  tol)C  wholly  de- 
pended apon.  And  the  only  apology  that  can  be  made  for  giving  them  a 
place  in  this  work,  is,  hat  they  arc  generally  fupofcd  to  contain  apart,  at 
]cail,  of  his  argument. 


any 
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any  placeman's  declaring  for  a  reduftion  of  ii. 
our  army;  for,  of  all  men,  thofe  who  en-  ,738. 
joy  any  places  of  profit  under  our  govern- 
ment, ought  to  be  the  moft  cautious  of  load- 
ing the  public  with  any  unneceflary  tax  or 
expence ;  becaufe  as  the  places  they  poffefs 
generally  bring  them  in  more  than  their 
{hare  of  our  taxes  can  amount  to,  ^it  may 
be  properly  faid,  that  by  confenting  to  any 
article  of  public  expence,  they  lay  a  load 
.  upon  others  which  they  themfelves  bear  no 
(hare  of, 

•  I  muft  look  upon  myfelfas  a  placeman, 
as  well  as  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpoke  laft.  I  am  in  the  fervice  of  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  :Royal  Family,  and  I 
think  it  my  honour  to  be  fo  ;  but  I  ftiould 
not  think  it  if  I  were  not  as  free  to  give  my 
opinion  upon  any  queftion  that  happens  in 
this  Houfe,  as  I  was  before  I  had  any  fuch 
place ;  and  I  believe,  from  the  behaviour  of 
gentlemen  upon  this  very  occafion,  it  will 
appear,  that  all  thofe  who  are  in  the  fervice 
with  me  are  in  the  fame  ftate  of  freedom, 
becaufe  I  believe  they  will,  upon  the  queftion 
now  before  us,  appear  to  be  of  different 
opinions.     But  there  is  another  fet  of  place- 

C  3  men,    , 
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men,  ^hofe  behaviour  furprifes  me  not  a 
little,  becaufe  upon  every  queftion  refpetting 
public  affairs,  they  are  always  unanimous ; 
and  I  confefs  it  is  to  me  a  little  aftonifliing, 
that  two  or  three  hundred  gentlemen  fhould, 
by  an  unaccountable  fort  of  agreement,  al  • 
ways  be  of  one  opinion.  I  am  convinced 
this  furprifing  unanimity  does  not  proceed 
from  any  effe6l  of  the  places  they  hold  un- 
der the  crown  ;  for  if  it  did,  a  man*s  being, 
pofleffed  of  any  place  under  the  crown- 
would,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  I  am  fure,  be  an  in- 
fallible reafon  for  the  people  not  to  trufl 
him  with  the  prefervation  of  their  liberties, 
or  the  difpofal  of  their  properties  in  parlia- 
ment. 

■ 
^  Then,  as  to  the  Tories,  and  fufpefted 

Jacobites,  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  any  com- 

parifon  made  between  them  and  the  fat  man 

in  the  crowd.     There  are  fo  few  of  either 

in  the  kingdom,  that  I  am  fure  they  can  give 

no  man  an  occafion  for  being  afraid  of  thefn, 

and  therefore  there  is  not  the  leafl  Ihadow 

of  reafon  for  faying  they  are  the  occafion  of 

our  being  obliged  to  keep  fuch  a  numerous 

ftanding  army. 

«  Our 
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Our  large  army  may  properly  be  com-  ^^u*' 


pared  to  the  fat  man  in  the  crowd;  for  the     i^js. 
keeping  up  of  fuch  an  army  is  the  firft  caufe 
of  our  difcontents;'  and  thofe  dircoritents, 
now  we  find,  are  made  the  chief  pretence 
for  keeping  the  army.     Remove,  ther  fore, 
the  army,  ar  but  a  confiderable  part  of  it, 
and  the  difcontents  complained  of  a  ill  ceafe. 
I  come  now  to  the  only  argunient  the  hon. 
gentleman  made  ufe  of,  which  can  admit  a 
ferious  confideration;  and  if  our  army  vvere 
entirely,  or  but  generally,  compof  d  of  ve- 
terans* inured  to  the  fatigues  and  the  dan- 
gers of  war,  and  fuch  as  had  ofen  ventured^ 
their  lives  againft  the  enemies  of  their  coun- 
try, I    confefs  the  argument  would  have  a 
great  weight:  But,  confidering  the  circum- 
ftances  of  our  prefent  army,  I  can  hardly 
think  my  hon.  friend  was  ferious  when  he 
made  ufe  of  fuch  argument.     As  for,  the 
officers  of  the  army*  they  are  quite  out  of 
the  queftion;  for,   in  cafe  of  a  reduction, 
tbere  is  a  handfome  provifion  for  every  one 
of  them;  no  man  can   doubt,    nor  would 
any  man  oppofe,  their  being  put  upon  half 
pay;    and  I  muft  oblerve,  that  our  half  pay 
is  better,  or  as  good,  as  full  pay,  I  believe, 
in  any  other  country  in  Europe;  for  in  the 

C  4  method 
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^\i^^  method  our  army  is  now  kept  up,  I  could 
'^Q^  fhew,  by  calculation,  that  it  cofls  the  nation 
more  than  would  maintain  three  times  the 
number  of  men  either  in  France  or  Germa- 
ny*    And  as  for  .^the  foldiers,   I  believe  it 
may  be  faid  of  at  leall  three-fourths  of  them-, 
/    that  they  never  went  under  any  fatigue  ex- 
cept that  of  a  review,  nor  were  ever  expol- 
ed  to  any  danger,  except  in  apprehending 
fmugglers,  or  difperfmg  mobs  ;  therefore  I 
mufl  think,  they  have  no  claim  for   any 
greater  reward  than  the  pay  they  have  al- 
ready received,  nor  (hpuld  I  think  we  were 
-guilty  of  the  leaft  ingratitude,  if  they  were 
all  turned  adrift  to-morrow  morning; 

*  But  fuppofe.  Sir,  the  foldiers  of  our 
army  had  all  ferved  a  campaign  or  two 
againft  a  public  enemy  ;  is  it  from  thence  to 
to  be  inferred,  that  they  muil  for  ever  after 
live  idly,  and  be  maintained  at  the  expence 
of  their  country,  and  that  in  fuch  a  manner 

'  as  to  be  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  their 
country  ?  At  this  rate  if  a  man  has  but  once 

.  ventured  his  life  in  the  ferviee  of  his  coun- 
try, he  muft  for  ever  be  not  only  a  burthen 
but  a  terror  to  his  country.     This  would  be 
a  fort  of  a  reward  which  I  am  fure  no  brave 
*  foldier 


/ 
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foldier  would  accept  of,  nor  any  honeft  one  chap. 
defire.     That  we  (hould  fhew  a  proper  gra-  ' — ^---^* 
titude  to  thofe  who  have  ventured  theii^  hves 
in  the  fervice  of  their  country, 4s  what  I  (hall 
readily   acknowledge ;     but   this   gratitude 
ought  to  be  fhewn  in  fuch  a  way  as  not  to 
be  dangerous  to  our  liberties,  nor  too  bur- 
thenfome  to  the  people ;  and  therefore,  when 
a  war  is  at  an  end,    if  a  foldier  can  provide 
for  himfelf,  either  by  his  own  labour,  or  by 
his  own  private  fortune,  he  ought  not  to  ex- 
pett,  and  if  he  is  not  of  a  mercenary  difpofi- 
tion,  he  will  Iborn  to  receive,  any  other  re- 
wards than  thofe  which  confift  in  the  pecu- 
liar honour  and  priviliges,  which  may  and 
ought  to  be  conferred  upon  him. — Yet,  as 
the  laws  now  ftand,  an  old  officer,    who 
has  often  ventured  his  life,  and  often  fpilt 
his  blood,  in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  may 
be  difiniffed  and  reduced,  perhaps  to  a  ilarv- 
ing  condition,  at  the  arbitrary  will  and  plea- 
fure,  perhaps  at  the  whim  and  caprice,  of 
a  minifter;  fo  that  by  the  prefetit  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  army,  the  reward  of  a  foldier 
feems  not  to  depend  upon  the  fervices  done 
to  his  country,  but  upon  the  fervices  he  does 
to  thofe  who  happen  tp  be  minifters  at  the 
time.     Muft  not  this  be  allowed  to  be  a  de- 

fea 
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<:hap.  fgQ.  i^  |.}jg  prefent  eftablifliment?  And  yet 

1738.  when  a  law  was  propofed  for  fupplying  this 
defeO:,  we  may  remember  what  reception  it 
met  with,  even  from  thofe  who  now  infift  fo 
highly  upon  the  gratitude*" we  ought  to  ihew 
the  gentlemen  of  the  army/ 


^739- 


On  the  8th  of  March  1739,  Mr  H.  Walpole 

haying  moved,  That  an  addrefs  of  thanks 

be  prefented  to  the  King,  on  the  convention 

,  with  Spain,  this  motion  brought  on  a  long 

debate;  in  which  Mr.'  Pitt  followed  Mr. 

« 

Howe  (afterwards  Lord  Chedworth).  who 
had  fpoke  forlhe  addrefs ;  Mr.  Pitt's  fpeech 
was  againft  it,  viz. 


Spcrchup.      « I  can  by  no  means  think  that  the  com- 

on  the  J 

con'^w-  plicated  queftion  now  before  us,  is  the  pro- 
tion.  p^j.^  ^Yic  dire61  manner  of  taking  the  fenfe  of 
this  committee.  We  have  here  the  foft 
name  of  an  humble  addrefs  to  the  crown 
propofed,  and  for  no  other  end  but  to  lead 
gentlemen  into  an  approbation  of  the  con- 
„  vention.  But  is  this  that  full,  deliberate 
examination,  which  we  were  with  defiance 
called  upon  to  give?  Is  this  curfory  blende 
ed  difquifition  of  matters,  of  fuch  variety 
and  extent,  all  we  owe  to  ourfelves  and  our 

country  ? 
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country?     Our  trade  is  at  a  ftake,  it  is  our  *"i^^' 
laft  entrenchment;  we  muft  defend  it,  of  pe-   ^-'"^""^ 

»  r  1739. 

rifh.  But  how  are  we  proceeding?  Upon 
an  artificial,  minifterial  queftion:—  Here  is 
all  the  confidence,  here  is  the  confcious 
fenfe  of  the  greateft  fervice  that  ever  was 
done  to  this  country;  to  be  complicating 
queftions,  to  be  lumping  fan6Hon  and  ap- 
probation like  a  commiflary's  accompt;  to 
be  covering  and  taking  lan6luary  in  the 
Royal  name,  inllead  of  meeting  openly  and 
Handing  fairly  the  direft  judgment  and  fen- 
tence  of  Parliament  upon  the  feveral  articles 
of  this  convention. 

*  You  have  been  moved  to  vote  an  hum- 
ble addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majefly,  for  a 
meafure  which  (I  will  appeal  to  gentlemen's 
converfation  in  the  world)  is  odious  through- 
out the  kingdom:  Such  thanks  are  only  due 
to  the  fatal  influence  that  framed  it,  as  are 
due  for  that  low,  unallied  condition  abroad, 
which  is  now  made  a  plea  for  this  conven- 
tion.    To  what  are  gentlemen  reduced  in 
fupport  of  it  ?  Firft^ry  a  little  to  defend  it 
upon  its  o\yn  merits ;  if  that  is  not  tenable^ 
throw  out   general  terrors — the  Hbufe  of 
Bourbon  is  united  j  who  knows  the  confe-  , 

quence 
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quence  of  a  war?    Sir,  Spain  knows  the 
confequence  of  a  war  in  America ;  whoever 
gains,  it  nauft  prove  fatal  to  her ;  fhe  knows 
it,   and  muft  therefore  avoid  it;    but  fhe 
knows  England  does  not  dare  to  make  it  ; 
and  what  is  a  delay,  which  this  magnified 
convention  is  to  produce?  Can  it  produce 
fuch  conjunftures  as  thofe  you  loft,  while 
you  were  giving  kingdortis   to   Spain,  to 
bring  her  back  to  that  great  branch  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,   which  is  now  thrown 
out  to  you  with  fo  much  terror?    If  this 
tinion  be  formidable,  are  we  to  delay  only 
till  it  becomes  more  formidable,  by  being 
carried  further  into  execution,   and  more 
ftrongly  cemented  ? — But  be  it  what  it  will, 
is  this  any  longer  a  nation,,  or  what  is  an 
Englifti  parliament,  if  with  more  (hips  in 
your  harbours  than  in  all  the  navies  of  Eu- 
rope, with  above  two  millions  of  people  in 
your  American  colonies,  you  will  bear  to 
hear  of  the  expediency  of  receiving  from 
Spain  an  infecure,  unfatisfaftory,   difhon- 
ourable  convention  ;  Sir,  I  call  it  no  more 
than  it  has  been  proved  in  thi^  debate ;  it 
.carries  fallacy  or  downright  fubjeftion  in 
almoft  every  line.     It  has  been  laid  open 
and  cxpofed  in  fo  many  ftro^ig  and  glaring 

lights 
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.'  lightsi,^  that  I  can  pretend  to  add  nothing  to  ^"it/* 
the  conviflion  and  indignation  it  has  railed.    ^Q^ 

I      *  Sir,  as  to  the  great  national  objeftion, 
the  fearching  ,  your  fhips,    that    favourite 
word,  as  it  was  called,  is  not  omitted,  in- 
deed, in  the  preamble  to  the  convention, 
but  it  (lands  there  as  the  reproach  of  the 
whole,  as  the  ftrorigeft  evidence  of  the  fatal 
fubmiffion  that  follows :    On  the   part  of 
Spain,  an  ufurpation,  an  inhuman  tyranny, 
claimed  and  exercifed  over  the  American 
feas;  on  the  part  of  England,  an  undoubt- 
ed right,  by  treaties,  and  from  God  and  na-, 
ture,  declared  and  afferted  in  the  refolutions 
of  Parliament,  are  referred  to  the  difcuffion 
of  plenipotentiaries.      Sir,    I  fay  this  Un- 
doubted right  is  tobe  difcuffedand  regulated. 
Ar)d  if  to  regulate  be  to  prefcribe  rules  (as 
in  all  conftrutlion  it  is),  this  right  is,  by  the 
expref*  words  of  this  convention,   to  ^  be 
given  up  and  facrificed ;  for  it  muft  ceafe  to 
be  any  thing  from  the  moment  it  is  fubmit- 
ted  to  Hmit5. 

'  The  court  of  Spain  has  plainly  told  you 
(as  appears  by  papers  upon  the  table)  you 
fliall  fte€r  a,  due  courfe:  you  fhall  navigate 
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^  ^u  ^*  ''^y  ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^"^  ^^^"^  your  plantations  iti 
^"^J^  Ameriea ;  if  you  draw  near  to  her  coaftis 
(though  from  the  circumllances  of  that  navi- 
gation you  are  under  an  unavoidable  necer- 
fity  of  doing  it),  you  (hall  be  feized  and 
confifcated.  If^,  then,  upon  thefe  terms  only 
fhe  has  confented  to  refer,  what  becomes  at 
once  of  all  the  fecurity  we  are  flattered  with, 
in  confequence  of  this  reference  ?  Plenipo- 
tentiaries are  to  regulate  finally  the'refpec- 
tive  pretenfions  of  the  two  crowns,  with 
regard  to  trade  and  navigation  in  America ; 
biit  does  any  man  in  Spain  believe  that  thefe 
pretenfions  will  be  regulated  to  the  fatis- 
faction  and  honour  of  England  ?  No,  Sir, 
they  conGlude,and  with  reafon,from  the  high 
fpirit  of  their  adminiftration,  from  the^ 
fuperiority  with  which  they  have  fo  long 
treated  you,  that  this  reference  muft  end,  as 
it  has  begun,  to  their  honour  and  advan- 
tage. 

'  But  gentlemen  fay,  the  treaties  fubfifting 
are  to  be  -the  meafure  of  this  -regulation. 
3ir,  as  to  treaties,  I  will  take  part  of  the 
words  of  Sir  William  Temple,  quoted  by  the 
hon.  gentleman  near  me ;  It  is  in  vain  to 
negotiate  drnd  make  treaties,  if  there  is  not 

dignity 
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dignity  and  vigour  to  enforce  the  obfervance 

of  them  ;  for  under  the  mifconftrufclion  and 

mifreprefentation  of  thefe  very  treaties  fub-^^ 

fifting,  this  intolerable  grievance  has  arifei^; 

it  has  been  growing  upon  you,  treaty  after 

treaty,  through  twenty  years  of  negociation, 

and  even  under  the  difcuflion  of  commifTa* 

ries,  to  whom  it  was  referred.     You  have 

heard  from  Captain  Vaughan,  at  your  bar, 

at  what  time  thefe  injuries  and^indignities 

were  continued.     As  a  kind  of  explanatory 

comment  upon  the  convention,  Spain  has 

thought  fit  to  grant  you,  as  another  infolent 

proteft,    under  the   validity   and  force   of 

which  fhe  has  fuffered  this  convention  to  be 

proceeded  upon.  We'll  treat  with  you,  but 

we'll  fearch  and  take  your  (hips ;  we-ll  fign 

a  convention,  but  we'll  keep  your  fubje6ls 

prifoners,  prifoners  in  Old  Spain  ;  the  Well 

Indies  are  remote ;  Europe  (hall  be  witneli 

how  we  ufe  you. 

^  ^  As  to  the  inference  of  an  admiffion  of 
our  right  not  to  be  fearched,  drawn  from  a 
reparation  made  for  (hips  unduly  feized  and 
confifcated,  I  think  that  argument  is  very  in- 
conclufive.  The  right  claimed  by  Spain  to 
fearch  our  fhips  is  one  thing,  and  the  excef- 

fes 
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'•  fes  admitted  to  have  been  committed  iti  con- 
fequ^nceof  this  pretended  right,  is  another; 
but  furely,  Sir,  reafoning  from  inferences 
and  impHcation  only,  is  below  the  dignity  of 
your  [.roceedings,  upon  a  right  of  this  vaft 
importance.  What  this  reparation  is,  what 
fort  of  compofition  for  your  lofles,  forced 
upon  you  by  Spain,  in  an  inftance  that  has 
come  to  light,  where  your  own  commiflaries 
could  not  in  confcience  decide  againft  your 
claim,  has  fully  appeared  upon  examination; 
and  as  for  the  payment  of  the  fum  ftipulated 
(all  but  feven  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds, 
and  that  too  fubjetl  to  a  drawback)  it  is 
evidently  a  fallacious  nominal  payment  on- 
ly. I  will  not  attempt  to  enter  into  the  detail 
of  a  dark,  confufed,  andfcarcely  intelhgible 
accompt;  I  will  only  beg  leave  to  conclude 
with  one  word  upon  it,  in  the  light  of  a  fub- 
miflion,  as  well  as  of  an  adequate  reparation. 
Spain  ftipulates  to  pay  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land ninety-five  thoufand  pounds ;  by  a  pre- 
liminary proteft  of  the  King  of  Spain,  the 
South  Sea  Company  is  at  once  to  pay  fixty- 
eight  thoufand  of  it:  If  they  refufe,  Spain,  I 
admit,  is  ftill  to  pay  the  ninety-five  thoufand 
pounds :  But  how  doe^  it  ftand  then  ?  The 
Affiento  contrail  is  to  be  fufpended  :  You 

are 
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lire  to  purchafe  this  funi  at  the  price  of  an  ^  ^^^  ^ 
exclufive  trade,  purfuant  to  a  national  treaty^  ""lyaa^ 
and  of  an  immenfe  debt  of  God  knows  how 
many  hundred  thoufand  pounds  due  from 
Spain  to  the  South  Sea  Company.  Here^ 
Sir,  is  the  fubmiflion  of  Spain,  by  the  pay-* 
ment  of  a  (tipiilated  furn;  i  tax  laid  upon 
the  fubjefls  of  England^  under  the  fevereft 
penaltiesj  with  the  reciprocal  acdord  of  an 
Englifli  ipinifter,;  as  a  preliminary  th^t  the 
convention  may  be  figned ;  a  condition  im<^ 
pofed  by  Spain  in  the  mofl  abfolutc  and  im-; 
perious  manner;  and  received  by  the  mi* 
tiifters  of  England  in  the  mod  tame  and  ab- 
jeft  manner.  Can  any  vetbal  diftinftions, 
any  evafions  whatever,  poflibly  explain  away 
this  public  infamy  ?  To  whom  would  we 
dilguife  it?  To  ourfelves  and  to  the  natiom 
Iwifh  v^6  could  hide  it  from  the -eyes  of 
every  court  in  Europe :  They  fee  Spain  has 
talked  to  you. like  your  matter;  they  fee 
this  arbitrary  fundamental  condition^  and  it 
tauftftaiid  with  diftihflion,  with  a  pre^mi« 
nence  of  fhamei  as  a  part  even  of  this  con« 
vention* 

•  « 

*  This  Convention,  Sirj  I  think  frdiii  fhf 

foul,  is  noxhjtig  but  a  ftipulation  for  national 

Voii.  I.  D  ignominy} 
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^^il''  ignominy;  an  illufory expedient,  td  bafStf 
''^^^  the  refentment  of  the  nation ;  a  truce  with- 
out-^ fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  on  the  part  of 
Spain ;  on  the  part  of  England  a  fofpen&on : 
As  to  Georgia,  of  the  firft  law  of  nature, 
felf-prefervation  and  felf-defence,  a  furren- 
der  of  the  rights  and  trade  of  England  to 
the  mercy  of  plenipotentiaries,  and  in  this 
infinitely  higheft  and  facred  pcnnt,  future 
fecurity,  not  only  inadequate,  but  direftly 
repugnant  to  the  refolutions  of  Parliament, 
and  the  gracious  promife  from  the  throne. 
The  complaints  of  your  dcfpairing  met* 
chants,  the  voice  of  England  has  condemn* 
ed  it :  Be  the  garh  of  it  upon  the  head  of 
theadvifer.  God  forbid  that  this  Committee 
&ouId  fiiare  the  guilt  by  approving  it  V 

'  The  addfe&  was  agreed  t6. 

^  On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Waller^  on  th« 
£4tb  of  January  1740,  for  copies  of  letter* 
andH>r4ers  fent  to  Admira!  Haddock,  and 
<^[iers,  Mr»  Pitt  made  a  Ihort  fpeech  in  fup« 

'  port  of  the  motion^  in  reply  to  Sir  Robert 
Walpok,  who  oppofed  it.  Sir  Robert  con* 
eluded  vAxh  laying,  *  That  the  time  which 
w(^uld  be  takefi  up  with  fuch  a  fruitle^ 

,     '  ii^uirjr 
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inquiry  might  be  more  ufefulljr  employed  ;*  ^  ^±** 
vbich  brought  up  Mr.  Pitt,  who  faid,  '"^ 


*  It  is  my  opinion,  th^t  our  time  cannot  ^d^^^^ 
be  more  ufefully  employed,  during  a  war,  ^^^ea^ 
than  examining  how  it  has  been  condu6led,         i 
%pd  fettling  the  degree  of  confidence  that 
may  be.repofed  in  thofe,  to  whofe.care  arc 
entrufted  our  reputatioo««  our  fortunes,  aa4 
our^  lives.  ,  , 

»  There  is  not  any  inquiry,  Sir,  of  more 
importance  tbah  this ;  it  i$  not  a  quefiioa 
about  an  uncertain  privilege,  or  a  law  which^. 
if  found  inconvenient,  may  hereafter  be.  «• 
pcaleci ;  we  are  joow  to  examine  whether  it 
is  probable  that  we  fliall  preferve  our  com^ 
merce  and  our  independence,  or  whether  we 
are  (inking  into  fubje£lioa  to  foreign  power» 

'  But  this  inquiry,  Sir,  will  produce  no 
great  information,  if  thofe  whofe  condufi  it 
examined  are  allowed  to  feled  the  evidence } 
for  what  accounts  will  they  exhibit  but  fuch 
as  have  often  already  been  laid  before  us, 
and  fuch  as  they  now  offer  without  concern  ? 
Accounts  obfcure  and  &lIacious,  imperfeft 
4x4  Qoofttfed;  from  which  nothing  Can  bb 

D  2  learned^ 
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^^u.^'  learned,  and  which  can  never  entitle  the 
^■^^^  minifter  to  praife,  though  they  may  fcreen 
him  from  punilhment/ 

hi  the  fame  feffion,  oh  the  itath  of  March 
1740,  on  the  bill  brought  in  by  Sir  Charles 
Wager,  for  the  encouragement  of  feam'en, 
and  fpeedicr  manning  the  royal  navy,  Mr. 
Pitt  fpoke  againft  the  bill,  v/z. 


/( 


X 


^Tiiiforn  *  Nothing  is  more  evident,  than  that  fome 
S* "cm'  degree  erf  reputation  is  abfolutely  neceflary 
^^^^3i  to  men  wh6  have  any  concern  in  the  admi- 
niftration  of  a  government  like  ours ;  they 
muft  either  fecure  the  fidelity  of  their  ad- 
herents, by  the  afliftance  of  wifdom  or  of 
virtue ;  their  enemies  muft  either  be  awed 
by  their  honefty,  or  terrified  by  their  ability. 
Mere  bribery  will  never  gain  a  fufficient  ma- 
jority to  fet  them  entirely  free  from  the  ap- 
prehenfions  of  dangen  To  different  tempers, 
different  motives  muft  be  applied:  Some, 
who  place  their  felicity  in  being  accounted 
wife,  are  in  very  little  cSre  to  preferve  the 
chara6ler  !^of  honefty ;  others  may  be  per* 
fuaded  to  join  in  meafures  which  they  eafily 
difcover  to  be  weak  and  ill-concerted^  be- 
caufe  they  are  convinced  that  the  authors  o£ 

them 
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them  are  not  corrupt,  butmiflaken^  and  are  ^"if  ^* 
unwiliing  that  any  man  fhould  be  puniftied  ^^J^ 
for  natural  defe^U  or  cafuai  ignorance. 

*  I  cannot  fay  which  of  thefe  motives  in- 
fluence the  advocates  of  the  bill  before  us ; 
a  bill  in  which  fuch  cruelties  arc  propofed^ 
as  are  unknown  among  the  moil  fa vage.  na- 
tions ;  fuch  as  flavery  has  not  yet  borne,  or 
tyranny  invented. ;  fuch  as  cannot  be  heard 
without  refeiitment^  nor  thought  of  without 
liorron 

^  It  is,  perhaps,  not  unfortunate  that  one 
more  expedient  has  been  added,  rather  .ridi- 
culous than  {hocking,  and  that  thefe  tyrants 
of  adminiflration*  who  amufe  themfelves 
witn  oppreffing  their  fellow-fubjefts,  whp 
add,  without  relutlance,  one  hardfhip  to 
another,  invade  the  liberty  of  thofe  whom 
they  have  already  overborne  with  taxes,  firft 
pfunder,  and  then  imprifon ;  who  take  all 
opportunities  of  heightening  the  public  dif- 
treffes,  and  make  the  miferies  of  war  the  in- 
ftrumcnts  of  new  oppreffiohs  ;  are  too  igno- 
rant  to  be  formidable,  land  owe  their  power, 
not  to  their  abilities,  but  to  cafuai  px;ofpe.rity, 
or  to  the  influence  of  money, 

D  3  •  The 
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^?r^  ^'^*  *  The  other  claufesof  this  bill,  complicated 
^''JJ^  at  once  with  cruelty  and  folly,  have  been 
treated  with  becoming  indignation ;  but  this 
may  be  confidered  with  lefs  ardour  and  re- 
fenunent,  and  fewer  emotions  pf  zeal ;  ^bc- 
caufe,  though  not  perhaps  equally  iniquit- 
ous, it  will  do  no  harm ;  for  a  law  that  can 

« 

never  beexecuted  can  never  be  felu 

9 

*  That  it  will  confume  the  manufaflure  of 
paper,  and  fwell  the  book  of  flatutes,  is  all 

^  the  good  or  hurt  that  can  be  hoped  or  feared 
from  a  law  like  this ;  a  law  which  fixes  what 
is  in  its  own  nature  mutable,  which  pre- 
fcribes  rules  to  the  feafohs  and  limits  to  the 
wind. 

*  I  am  too  well  acquainted.  Sir,  with  the 
difpofition  of  its  two  chief  fupporters,  to 
mention  the  contempt  with  wh>ch  this  law 
will  be  treated  by  pofterity ;  for  they  have 
already  fhewn  abundantly  their  difregard  of 
fu receding  genera'tions;  but  I  will  remind 
them,  that  they  are  now  viSnturing  their 
whole  in te reft  at  once,  and  hope  they  .will 
recolleft,  before  it  is  too  late,  that  thpfe  who 
believe  them  to  intend  the  haj^pinefs  of  their 
CQUQiry^  will  never  be  confirmed  in  their 

opinioa 
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epmkm  by  open  cruelty  and  notorious  op-  ^",t'^-^ 
preffion ;  and  that  thofe  who  have  only  their  """T!^ 
own  intereft  in  view,  will  be  afraid  of  adher- 
ing  to  thofe  leaders,  however  old  and  prac- 
tifed  in  expedients,  however  ftrengthened  by 
corruption,  or  elated  with  power,  who  have 
no  reafon  to  hope  for.fuccefs  from  either 
their  virtue  or  abilities/ 

This  fpccch  produced  an  aiifwer  from  Mr.  waiiSt^ 
/Horace  Walpoie,  who,  in  the  courfe  of  it,  faid, 
I  *  Formidable  founds  and  furious  declamation^ 
confident  aiferiions,  and  lofty  periods,  may 
aSe£l  the  young  and  unexperienced;  and 
perhaps  the  hon.  gendeman  miy  have  con« 
traSed  his  habits  of  oratory  by  converfing 
more  with  thofe  of  his  own  age,  than  with 
fuch  as  have  had  more  opportunities  of  ac- 
quiring knowledge,  and  morefuc'cefsful  me- 
thods of  communicating  their  fentimcAts  ;* 
and  made  ufe  of  fome  expreflions,  fuch-  as 
vehemence  of  gefture,  theatrical  emotion^ 
&c,  applying  them  to  Mn  PitCs  manner  of 
fpeaking.  As  foon  as  Mn  Whipple  fat  down,  / 
Mr.  Pitt  ftood  up,  and  replied  :  y''-'' 

'  *  The  atrocious  crime  of  being  a  young  Rcpw  to 
man,  which  the  hon.  gentleman  has  wiUi  fuch  j^Jk.  ^ 

I>4  fpirit 
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c HA  p.yv  t  gyj.  ^jj.j^  regard  to  thofe  whom  I  hav<f 
offended;  I  am  of  opinion^  that  if  I  had  a£led 
a  borrowed  part,  I  ftiould  have  avoided  their 
cenfure ;  the  heat  that  ofiFended  them  i&  the 
ardour  of  conviftion,  and  that  zeal  for  the 
lervice  of  my  country  which  neither  hope 
nor  fear  fhall  influence  me  to  fupprefs.  I 
will  not  fit  unconcerned  while  my  liberty  is 
invaded,  nor  look  in  filence  upon  public  rob- 
bery. I  will  exert  my  endeavours,  at  what* 
ever  hazard,  to  repel  the  aggrelTor,  and  drag 
the  thief  to  juftice,  whoever  may  proteft 
them  in  their  villainy,  and  whoever  may 
partake  of  their  plunder.  And  if  the  hon* 
gentleman ^J/ 


Ut.  Win. 

luxigton* 


.  Here  he  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Wz7> 
nington,  who  reprehended  hjm  in  very  illi- 
beral terms,  and  was  proceeding  in  the  fame 
ftrain,  when  Mr.  Pitt,  in  turn,  called  Mr* 
-  Winnington  to  order,  and  faid, 

» 

jie  ly  to  /  /  *  If  ^^^  ^^  ^^  preferve  order,  there  is  no 
]^oZ''  danger  of  indecency  from  the  moft  licenti* 
ous  tongue ;  for  what  calumny  can  be  more 
atrocious,  or  what  reproach  more  fevere, 
than  that  of  fpeaking  without  any  regard  to 
truth  ?  Or4er  may  fometimes  be  broken  by 

paflioa 
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psiHion  or  inadvertency,  but  will  hardly  be  ^  ^j^ 
re-eRabiifhed  by  a^  monitor  like  this,  who 
cannot  govern  his  own  paflion  whilfl  fae  is 
reftraining  the  impetuofity  of  others. 

'  Happy  would  it  be  for  mankind,  if  every 
one  knew  his  own  province ;  we  {hould  not 
then  fee  the  fame  man  at  once  a  criminal  and 
a  judge ;  nor  would  this  gentleman  aflume 
the  right  of  dictating  to  others  what  he  has 
not  learned  himfelf. 

'  That  I  may  return,  in  fome  degree,  the 
favourwhich  he  intends  me,  I  will  advile  him 
never  hereafter  to  exert  himfelf  on  the  fub- 
jeQ  of  order ;  but  whenever  he  finds  himfelf 
inclined  to  fpeak  on  fuch  occafions,  to  re* 
member  howhe  has  nowfucceeded,  and  con* 
demn  in  filence  what  his  cenfures  will  never 
perform.^    ^ 

On  the  13th  of  February  1741,  Mr.  San- 
dys (afterwards  Lord  Sandys  J  moved  an  ad-     '^^^ 
drefs  to  the  King,  requefting  his  Majefty  to 
remove  Sir  Robert  WalpoU  from  his  pre* 
fence  and  councils  for  ever. 

Mr*  put  fpoke  in  fupport  of  this  motion. 


^  AKfiCDOtkS  AND  SPEECHES 

CHAP.  ,  t  ^g  \^  has  been rObferved,  that  thofewho- 
^J2^  have  formerly  approved  the  mcafures  of  the 
onthemo  gentleman  into  whofe  conduft  we  are  now 
SoveSi7"' inquiring,  cannot  be  expelled  to  difavow 
*^   tlieir  former  opinions,  uniefs  new  arguments 

are  produced  of  greater  force  than  thofe 
,    which  have  formerly  been  ofercd;  fo  the 

fame  fteadinefs  muft  beexpeficd  in  thofe 

who  have  oppofed  them,  uniefs  they  can  now 

hear  them  better  defended. 

*  It  is  an  eftabliflied  maxim^  Sir,  that  as 
tifne  is  the  teft  of  opinions,  falfehood  grows 
every  day  weaker,  and  truth  gains  upon  man- 
kind. This  is  moft  eminentlyjuft  in  political 
affertions,  which  often  refpefcl  future  events, 
and  the  remote  confequences  of  tratifaftipns ; 
and  therefore  never  fails  to  be,  by  time,  in- 
conteftably  verified,  or  undeniably  combat- 
'  -^  ed.  On  many  occafions  it  is  imJ)offible  to 
determine  the  expediency  of  meafures  other- 
wife  than  by  conjedure;  becaufe  almoft 
«very  llep  that  can  be  taken,  may  have  k 
tendency  to  a  good,  as  well  as  to  a  bad  end  : 
And  as  hie  S^ho  propofes,  and  he  who  pro- 
inotes,  may  conceal  their  intentions  till  they 
^re  ripened  into  execution,  time  only  can 
difcover  the  motives  of  their  demands,  and 
the  principles  of  their  conduct     l 
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'  For  this  reafon  it  may  eafily  be  expeft-p  ^  ^/^  '^ 
cd,  that  bad  meafures  will'  be  condemned  by  ^"^^J^ 
men  of  integrity,  when  their  confequences 
are  fully  difcovered;  though,  when  they  were 
propofed,  they  might,  by  plaufible  declara- 
tions and  fpecious  appearances,  obtain  their 
approbation  land  applaufe.     Thofe,  whole 
purity  of  intention  and  firaplicity  of  morals, 
cxpofed  them  to  credulity  and  implicit  con* 
fidencc,  muft  refent  the  arts  by  which  they    • 
were  deluded  into  axoncurrence  with  pro- 
je6ls  detrimental  to  thtir  country,  but  of 
i^hich  the  confequences' were  artfully  con- 
cealed from  them,  or  the   real  intention 
fteadily  denied. 

•  /With  regard  to  thofe  gentlemen,  whofe 
negleft  of  political  ftudies  has  not  qualified 
thieiri  to  jiidge  of  the  queftions  when  they 
were-firft  debated ;  and  who,  giving  their 
fufFrages,  wdre  not  fo  much  directed  by  their 
own  convi6Hon,  as  by  the  authority  of  men 
vrhofe  experience  and  knowledge  they  knew 
to  be  great,  and  whofe  integrity  they  had 
hithfertd  foutid  no  reafon  to  diftruft ;  it* may 
be  naturally  expefted,  that  when  they  fee 
thofe  meafures  which  were  recommended, 
as  neceflary  to  peace  and  happinefs,  pro* 

duclivc 
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^  ?L  '*'  duftive  only  of  confufion,  oppreflion,  and 
^■^JJ^  diftrefs.they  fliould  acknowledge  their  error^ 
and  forfake  their  guides,  whom  they  mull 
difcover  to  have  been  either  ignoraiit  or 
treacherous ;  and  by  an  open  recantation  of 
their  former  decifions,  endeavour  to  repair 
the  calamities  which  they  have  contributed 
to  bring  on  their  country. 

i 

^  The  extent  and  complication  of  political 
queftions  is  fuch,  that  no  man  can  juftly  be 
aQiamed  of  having  been  fometimes  miftaken 
ki  his  determinations ;  and  the  propenfity  of 
the  human  mind  to  confidence  and  friend* 
fliip  is  fo  great,  that  every  man,  however 
cautious,  however  fagacious,  or  however  ex* 
,  perienced,  is  expofed  fometimes  to  the  ar- 
tifices of  intereft  and  the  delufions  of  hy* 
pocrify ;  but  it  is  the  duty,  and  ought  to  be 
the  honour,  of  every  man  to  own  his  mif» 
take,  whenever  he  difcovers  it,  and  to  warn 
others  againft  thofe  frauds  which  have  beea 
too  fuccefsfully  pradlifed  upon  himfelf» 

•  I  am,  therefore,  inclined  to  hope,  that 

every  man  will  jnot  be  equally  pre-deter* 

mined  in  the  prefent  debate,  and  that  as  I 

iball  be  ready  to  declare  my  approbation  of 

^.  integrity 
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integrity  and  wifdom,  though  they  (hould  ^ ha f; 
be  found  where  I  have  long^ufpefted  igno-  ^"^^^ 
ranee  and  corruption ;  as  others  will,  with 
equal  juftice,  cenfure,  wickednefs  and  error, 
though  they  fliould  be  detefted  in  that  perfon 
whom  they  have  been  long  taught  to  reve- 
rence as  the  oracle  of  knowledge  and  the 
pattern  of  virtue. 

*  In  political  debates,  time  always  pro- 
duces new  lights ;  time  can,  in  thefe  inquiries, 
never  be  neutral,  but  muft  always  acquit  or 
condemn.  Time,  indeed,  may  not  always 
produce  new  arguments  againft  bad  conduft, 
becaufe  all  its  confequences  might  be  origin-  - 
ally  forefeen  and  cxpofed  ;  but  it  muft  a!* 
ways  confirm  them,  and  ripen  conjeftures 
into  certainty.  Though  it  fliouId,  there* 
fore,  be  truly  afferted,  that  nothing  is  urged 
in  this  debate  .which  was  not  before  men- 
tioned and  rejected,  it  will  not  prove  that 
becaufe  the  arguments  are  the  fame,  they 
ought  to  produce  the  fame  effefi  ;  becaufe 
what  was  then  only  foretold,  has  now  been 
ieen  and  felt,  and  what  was  then  but  fu& 
pefied  is  now  confirmed. 
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'  But  if  timd^  has  produced  no  vindicatidfiS 
of  thofe  meafures^  which  weVc  fufpefted  of" 
imprudence  or  of  treachery^  it  muft  be  a^tr 
length  acknowledged  that  thofe  fufpicions 
were  juft,  and  that  what  ought  then  to  have 
been  rejecled,  ought  now  to.be  punifhed. 

'  This  is,  for  the  moft  pan,  the  ftate  of  ^ 
the  quelHon.  Thofe  meafures  which  were 
once  defended  by  fophiftical  reafoning,  of 
palliated  by  warm  declamations  of  fincerity 
and  difinterefted  zeal  for  the  public  happi- 
ncfs,  are  found  to  be  fuch  as  they  were  re-- 
prefented  by  thofe  who  oppofed  them*  It 
^  is  now  difcovered  that  the  treaty  of  Han-* 
over  was  calculated  only  for  the  advance- 
ment  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  that  our 
armies  are  kept  up  only  to  multiply  depen- 
dence, and  to  awe  the  nation  from  the  ex- 
ertion  of  its  rights;  .that  Spain  has  been 
courted  only  to  the  ruin  of  our  trade;  and 
that  thp  convention  was  little  more  than  an 
artifice  to  amufe  the  people  with  an  idle  ap-^ 
pearance  of  a  reconciliation,  which  our  ene-  - 
mies  never  intended* 

*  Of  the  ftipulation  which  produced  the 
tnemorable  treaty  of  Hanover,  the  impro^ 

bability 
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babiiity  \yAS  qftep  urged,  but  the  abfolute 
falfehood  ,  cquld  be  proved  only  by  the  de- 
claration pf  one  of  the  p9,rtks.  This  declar- 
ation was  ^t  length  produced  by  time,  which 
was  nevpf  favourable  to  the  me^ifurjbs  of  our 
minifter,  .  For  the  Emperor  of  Giermaay 
aflfeirted,  rWith  the  ytmoft  foleimnity,  that  no 
fuch  article  was  ever  propofed ;  and  that  his 
engagemejits  ^ith  Spain  had  no  tendency  to 
produce  .any  change  in  the . governmeat  of 
this  kingdom* 


1741. 


«  Thu^  it  is  evident.  Sir,  that  all  the  ter-  , 
rors  which  the  apprehenfion  of  this  alliance, 
produced,  were  merely  the  operation  of* 
Iraud  upon,  cowardice ;  and  that  they  wcrcJ 
only  raifed.by  the  artful  French^  to  difunite 
us  from  the -only  power  with  which  it  is  our' 
intereft  to  cultivate  an  infeparable  friend* 
fliip.  This  difunion  may  therefore  be  juftly 
charged  upon  the  tainifter,  who  has  weak- 
ened the .  intereft  of  this  country,  and  en- 
dangejred  the  liberties  of  EuropCi , 

^  If  it  be  afked,  Sir,  how  he  could  havd 
difcovered  the  falfehood  of  the  report,  be- 
fore it  was  .confuted  by  the  late  Emperor,  it 
ttiay  eafily  be  anfwered,  that  he  might  have 
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^  ^ii/'  discovered  it  by  the  fame  tokens  which  ht* 
Y^  trayed  it  to  his  opponents,  the  impqflTibility 
of  putting  it  into  e^fecution.  For  it  muft 
be  confeffed,  that  his  French  itaformcfrs,  well 
acquainted  with  his  difpofition  to  panic 
fears,  had  afed  no  caution  in  the  eonftrnftioix 
of  their  ifrnpoftiire,  nor  feem  to  have  had 
any  othei'  view,  than  to  add  one  error  ta 
another,  to  fink  his  reafbn  with  ala^ms^  and 
to  overbear  him  with  aftonifhnient.   , 

*  When  they  found  he  began  to  be  difor- 
.  dered  at  the  danger  of  our  trade  friom  ene- 
mies without  naval  forces,  they  eafily  dis- 
covered that,  ta  make  him  the  (lave  of 
France,  nothing  more  was  necel&ry  than  to 
add,  that  thefe  bloody  confederates  had  pro- 
jefted  an  invafion ;  that  they  intended  to  add 
flavery  to  poverty,  and  to  place  the  Pre- 
tender upon  the  throne^ 

'  To  be  alarmed  into  vigilance  had  not 
been  unworthy  of  the  firmeft  and  moll  fa-^ 
gacious  minifter ;  but  to  be  frightened  by 
•  fuch  reports  into  mcafures  whrch  even  an 
invafion  could  fcarcely  have  jiiftiied,  was^, 
at  leaft,  a  proof  of  a  capacity  not  formed 
by  nature  for  the  adminiftration  of  govern- 
ment. ^^If 
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*  If  it  be  required,  what  advantage  was  ^^u.^' 

granted  by  this  treaty  to  the  French,  and  to 

what  inconveniences  it  has  fubjefcled  this 

Aation,  an  anfwer  nlay  very  juftly  be  re* 

fufed,  till  the  nlinifter  or  his  apologifts  fhall 

explain  his  conduft  in  the  laft  war  witH 

Spain ;  and  inform  Us  why  the  plate  fleet 

was  fpared,  our  fhips  facrificed  to  the  worms, 

and  our  admiral  and  his  failors  poifoned  in 

an  unhealthy  climate  ?  Why  the  Spaniards, 

in  full  fecurity,  laughed  at  our  armaments^ 

and  triumphed  in  our  calamities  ? 

*  The  lives  Of  Hozier^  and  his  ffeatneii  ate 
Aow  juftly  to  be  demanded  of  this  man ;  he 
is  now  to  be  charged  with  the  murder  of  all 
thofe  unhappy  men,  whom  he  expofed  to 
mifery  and  contagion^,  to  pacify,  on  one 
hand,  the  Britifh^  who  called  out  for  war, 
and  to  gratify,  on  the  other,  the  French^ 
who  inGfted  that  the  Spanifli  treafures 
fhould  not  be  feiz^d. 

*  The  rpinifter  who  tieglefts  ahy  jufi  op- 
portunity^ of  promoting  the  power,  or  in- 
creafing  the  Wealth,  of  his  country,  is  to  be 
Confidered  as  an  enemy  to  his  fellow-fub- 
jeCls;  but  what  cenfure  is  to  be  pafled  upon 
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CHA.F,  jjjj^  ^}^Q  betrays  that  Army  to  a  defeat,  hf 
w  '^"■^  which  viftory  might  have  been  obtained  ^ 
impoverifties  the  nation  Whofe  alFairs  he  is 
cntrufted  to  tranfafl^  by  thofe  expeditions 
which  might  enrich  it ;  who  levies  armies 
only  to  be  expofed  to  pcftilence,  and  com- 
pels them  to  perifti  in  fight  of  their  enemies^ 
without  molefting  them  ?  It  cannot,  furely, 
be  denied,  that  fuch  conduft  may  juftly 
produce  a  cenfure  more  fevere  than  that 
which  is  intended  by  this  motion;  a:nd  that 
he  who  has  doomed  thoufands  to  the  grave; 
who  has  co-operated  with  foreign  powers 
againft  his^  country ;  who  has  protefted  its 
enemies,  and  dilhonoured  its  arms ;  fhould 
be  deprived,  not  only  of  his  honours,  but 
his  life  J  that  he  fhould  at  leaft  be  firipped 
of  thofe  riches  which  he  has  amafied  dur- 
ing  a  long  feries  of  fuccefsful  wickednefs ; 
.  and  not  barely  be  hindered  from  making 
new  acquifitions,  and  increafing  his  wcakh 
by  multiplying  his  crimes. 

*  But  QO  fuch  penalties.  Sir,  are  now  re- 
quired; thofe  who  have  long  ftood  up  in 
oppofition  to  him,  give  a.  proof,  by  the  mo- 
tion, that  they  were  not  ihcited^  by  perfonaJ 
malice ;  fince  they  are  not  provoked  to  pro- 

-  pofe 
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f>ofe  any  treafonable  cdnfure,  nor  have  re-  ^  ^^ J;  ^* 
commended  what  njiight  be  authorifed  by  ***^5^ 
his  own  prafclice,  an  aft  of  attainder,  or  a 
bill  of  pains  and  penalties.  They  defire 
nothing  further  t-han'that  the  fecurity  of  the 
nation  may  be  reftored,  and  the  difcontents 
of  the  people  pacified,  by  his  removal  from 
that  truft  which  he  has  fo  long  abufed. 

';^  Thedifcontentof  the  people  is,  in  itfelf, 
a  reafon  for  agreeing  to  this  motion,  which 
no  rhetorical  vindicator  of  his  conduft  will 
be  able  to  counterbalance;  for  fince  it  is 
neceffary  to  the  profperity  of  the  govern- 
ment, that  the  people  fhould  believe  their 
intereft  favoured,  and  their  liberties  protetl- 
ed ;  fince  to  imagine  themfelves  negleBed, 
and  to  be  neglefted  in  reality,  muft  produce 
in  them  the  fame  fufpicions  and  the  fame 
diftruft,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  faithful  fub- 
jeft,  whom  his  ftation  qualifies,  to  offer  ad- 
vice to  his  Sovereign,  to  perfuade  him  for 
the  prefervation  of  his  own  honour,  and  the 
affeftion  of  his  fubjefts,  to  remove  from  his 
councils  that  man  whom  they  have  long 
confidered  as  the  author  of  pernicious  mesi,^ 
fujres,  and  ia  favourer  of  arbitrary  power/ 
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^  ^lii!^*  Upon  a  divifion,  the  motion  was  negatived 
by  290  againft  106,  Parliament  was  diC' 
folved  foon  after^ 
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A  new  Parliament. — Mr.  Pitt  re-eUBed. — The  Mi^ 
nijler  lofes  feveral  QueJiions^'^Refigns^  and  i$ 
created  Earl  of  Orfqrd. — Parliament  adyurns* 
^ — Secret  Negotiation  with  Mr.  Pulteney. —  J  hat 
Affair  truly  Jlated. — Lord  Cohham  and  his 
Friends  excluded.^^The  new  Arrangements  fei- 
tied  by  the  Earl  of  Orford. — Stanzas  of  Sir 
Cherries  Hanhury  Williams  explained-,  and  the 
Condition  upon  which  Sir  Robert  Walpole  became 
Mimftrr. — Duke  of  Argyll's  exprefftgn  to  Hr^ 
jPulteney. — The  Nation  dtjjatisfied^ 

1 

KewPir.  /THHE  minifler  having  become  extremely 
-*-  odious  to  the  nation,  by  the  unpopu* 
larity  of  his  meafures;  and  his  influence  be* 
ing  confiderably  diminilhed,  by  the  union 
of  fevc  ral  great  iqterefts  againft  him ;  he 
had  neither  weight  of  chara6ler,  nor  extent 
of  cofnmand  fufficient  to  fecure  a  majority 
in  the  new  Parliament  j  which  wa§  dd^^ci 

ia  the  fpring  of  ly^i, 


In 
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In  this  Parliament,  which  met  on  the  4th  ^  ",^  '• 
of  December  1741,  Mr.  Pitt  was  re-ele6led  ^"p*^ 
&r  Old  Sarum..    The  firft .  ciueftton  which  mk  Pitt 
the  minifter  loft  was  the  nomination  of  '^ 
chairman. of  the  committee  of  privileges  and 
eleftions.  Dr.  Lee  being  chofen by  a  majority 
/of  four,  againft  Mr.  Earle,  who  had  been,  Thcminif. 
fupported  by  himfelf.     After  lofinff  fome  feverai* 
queftions  upon  the  decifions  of  the  contefted 
ele6lions,  he  {aw  there  was  a  confirmed  ma- 
jority againft  him ;  and  therefore,  on  the  .. 
3d  of  February  1742,  he  refigned  his  em-  » 
ployments,  and  was  created  Earl  of  Oxford;  Refigns, 
the  Parliament  being  at  the  fame  time  ad-  ed  t^^^ 
journed,  by  the  King's   command^  to  the 
18th  of  the  fame  montli. 

His  friends,  notwithftanding  his  refigna- 
tiob,  were  very  numerous*  His  perfonal 
influence,  therefore,  added  to  great  ex- 
perienee  and  addreis,  made  him  ftill  for- 
midable to  his  opponents,  and  enabled  him  ' 
to  fecurp  his  perfonal  fafety,  by  counteraft^ 
ing  their  further  defigns  againft  him.  For 
this  purpofe  he  feletled  from  amongft  them 
fuch  as  were  known  to  be  the  moft  ambitious 
of  power;  with  thefe  an  immediate  negotia- 
tion was    commenced  ;  in '  the  refult   of 

E  4  which 
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Whichi  his  utmoft  wifhes  were  accompIifliT 
ed.  For  the  opppfitioi)  being  comppfed  of 
various .  and  heterpgeneous  parties,  ( whofe 
intereft  were  united  for  the  purpofe  only  of 
his  deftrufltion),  thefirft  rumour  of  a  partial 
pegotiatiPn  gave  an  alarm  .to  their  leadeis  ; 
and  exciting  fuch  jealoufies  and  fufpicionsk 
amongft  them,  a$  ended  in  a  general  dif- 
union,  relieved  him  from  all  apprehenfions 
ol  danger  or  inconvenience  from  their  future 
exertions. 

f  irft  pru       The  negotiation  was  opened  by  a  meflage 

Sgi^M^  from  the  Duke  of  Newcafile,  requefting  to 

^°''^*  fee  Mn  Pulteney  privatdyj  at  the  houfe  of 

Mr.  Stone,  his  Grace's  fecretary.     ^^r  PW- 

teney  declined  this  invitation,  but  confented 

tp  receive  the  I)uke  at  his  own  houfe,  if 

*  Lord  Carteret,  .afterwards  Lord  Granville^ 

were  allowed  tobe.prefent  at  the  confer* 

ence.    The  condition  was  accepted,  and  the 

interview,  in  which  the  Duke  was  accpm? 

^anied  by  Lord  Hardwiche,  took  place  the 

fame  evening. — His  Grace  began  with  in-r 

forming  him,  that  he  was  fent  by  the  King 

with  an  offer  to  place  him  at  the  head  of  the 

Treafury.   Mr.  Pulteney  refitted  the  tcmpta* 

Itipn  for  himfelf ;  tjut  equa.lly,  'qx  perhap^f 
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better,  ainfwered  the  purpofe  of  Sir  ""Robert  ^  nt.'* 
Wcdpole,   by    propofing    his    friend    Lord  ^"7^ 
Carteret  for  the  office.    Though  the  confer- 
ence ended  without  any  pofitive  determina* 
tion;  yet  the   treaty  was   neceffarily  kept 
open,  by  the  undecided  propofal  of  Mr^ 
Pulteney.     But  intelligence  of  this  confer-r 
ence,  and.a  thoufand  conjedures  concern-   i. 
ing  the  objcfl  of  it,  were  induftriouQy  circu- 
lated through  the  town ;  and  produced  all 
jthe  efFeSs,  both  on  public  opinion,  and  on 
jthe  fpifits  of  the  geiitlemen  in  oppofition, 
which  the  moft  fenguine  friends  and  parti- 
sans of  Sir  Robert  Watpole   could   have 
?yiihed. 

A  fecond  meeting  of  the  fame  parties,  a  ^"^^^^ 
few  days  afterwards,  at  the  fame  place  bf  mTpuu'^ 
rendezvous,  opened  the  eyes  of  the  moft  ^"*y'** 
incredulous  among  tlie  members  of  th^  op- 
pofition,  and  completed  the  diffolution  of 
?n  aflbciation  of  interefts,  which  a  more  im- 
maculate  mihifter  than  Sir  Robert  Walpote 
might  have  dreaded. 


A  cobljiefs  having  long  fubfifted  between  ^.„^^^.. 
the  Lords  Carteret  and  Cob  ham,  the  felefti<s>n  LorTC 
cf  the  fprmer  for  fhpfe  private  conferences  Lo'rd'cobl 

*  ^  '     '  (which''"- 
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(which  were  to  fix  the  boundaries^  and  lay 
the  foundations,  of  the  new  arrangements) 
was  fuch  a  fort  of  marked  exclujion  of  the 
letter,  ^s.  cotild  not,but  give  offence  to  him, 
and  his  parliamentary  friends ;  amongft 
whom  were  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Lyttelton,  the  four 
Grenvilles  (Richard,  George,  James,  and 
Thomas),  and  Mn  Waller.  Lord  Cobham, 
whofe  private  chara6ler  was  high,  and  whofe 
reputation  l>ad  been  aflkiled,  in  being  de- 
prived of  his  poft  in  the  army,  was  not  of  a 
temper  to  bear  fuch  treatment  wifch  indif- 
ference. His  friends,  who  felt  a  large  {hare< 
of  the  contempt  which  was  (hewn  towards 
him,  gave  him  the  flrongeft  aifurajlces  of 
attachment  and  fupport;  and  immediately 
formed  a  feparate  party.  In  a.  ftiort  time 
they  were  joined  by  the  Duke  of -4r^//,  who, 
though  he  bad  taken  the  ordnance  in  the  firft 
moments  of  the  change,  quickly  relented, 
and  returned  to  his  old  friends,  who  in  a  feW^ 
weeks  were  joined  likewife  by  njany  high 
and  refpe^lable  charafters ;  who  perceived 
that  the  nation,  as  well  as  themfelves/had 
been  deceived  by  a  partial,  imperfeft,  and 
confeqwently  sn  inadequate  chapge  of  the 
Mtiniftry/ 

'Sir 
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Sir  Robert  Waipole,  now  Earl  of  Orford^ 
not  approving  of  the  nomination  of  Lord 
Carteret  for  his  fucceflbr  at  the  treafury,  pre- 
vailed on  the  King  (fince  Mr.  PuLteney  had 
refafed  it)  to  infill  upon  the  appointment  of 
Lord  Wdmincrton^  who  had  been  Sir  Robert's  tora  wu* 
prefi dent  of  the  council  from  1732*.    It  was  [•^^'^^"JJI^J^ 
fome  triumph  to  thofe  whofe  purpofes  had  TreJury^ 
been   iruftrated,  through  the  defeftion  of 
Mr.  Pulteney,  to  fe\"  hirti  fo  foon  baffled  in 
his  arrangement.     The  Duke  of  Argyll  ob- 
ferved  to  him  on  the  occafion,  at  a  large 
iTieeting  of  their  friends,   at  the  Fountain 
Tavern  in  the  Strand+,    "  That  a  grain  of 
Jioijefty  was  worth  a  cart-load  of  gold." 

The 

■ 

*  To  this  appointment  Sir  Charles  Hanbury  Williams  alludet, 
in  a  beautiful  (lanza.     Lord  Wiilmington  had,  upon  tlie  accejfim 
ci  George  the  Second,  been  offered  the  treafury,  //he  would  under^  Anecdote 
<ake  toiftcreafi  the  civil  lift  from  700,000).  to  8co,oool. ;  but  bting  jj:^""  ?* 
timid,  he  decline  d  the  offer  \  u^ion  which  the  offer  was  next  made  being 
to  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  acpepted  it  g  and  from  that  (ingle  ™''^^-_ 
^iictundance  became  minlfter. 

Why  did  you  crofs  God's  good  intent  I 
He  made  you  for  a  Frefident :  / 

Back  to  that  itation  go ; 
.  Kor  longer  a6l  this  farce  of  power, 
Wc  kn.iW  you  mif^*d  the  thing  befojre>  ,     ' 

yVnd  have  not  got  it  now, 

i*  This  meeting  was  held  cm  the  lath  of  February  X74s.— -  ^ 
There  were  i](^ar  300  member*  of  both  Hdufes  of  Parliament  mcftin^ 
prelcDt,    APon|;4  |])cip  w(fe  tl)e  followiini; ;  ]6iikc8  of  Bedford  ^^^^||^-^ 

and 
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^fiL^*      The  Earl  of  Harrington,  who  had  been 

^^    Sir  Robert's  fecretary  of  (late,  was  made  pre- 

^i^ie*"'^  fi^e^t  of  the  council.      Lord  Carteret  ac^ 

cepted  of  Lord  Harringtons  feals  ;  and  Mr* 

Sandys  wa^  made  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, with  SL  njsw  bo^rd  of  treafury.    A  new- 
board 

und  Argyll — Marquis  of  Caernarvon — Earls  of  EKCter,  Berkftiirc, 
•Chefterfield,  Carlifle,  Ayle(bury,  Shaft(bury,  Litchfield,  OKford, 
Rockin^iam,  Halifax,  Stanhope^  Macclesfield,  Darnley,  Barry - 
more,  Granard-?— Vifcounts  Cobham,  Falmouth,  Limerick,  Gage, 
Chctwynd— Lords  Ward,   Gower,     Bathurft,  Talbot,   Strange, 
Andovcr,  Guernfey,  Quarendon,  Pcrcivalfl—^'ir  Edward  Seymour, 
Sir  Charles  Mordaunt,  Sir  Erafmits  Philips,  Sir  Robert  Grofvenor, 
Sir  Edward  Dering,  Sir  Roger  Burgoync,  Sir  John  Hind  Cotton, 
Sir  Henry  Northcote,  Sir  William  Carew,  Sir  Myles  Stapylton, 
Sir  Hugh  Sn^itjifonj   Sir  William  Morris,  Sir  John  Rufhout,  bir 
Michael  Newton,  Si;r  Roger  Twifden,  Sir  Robert  Long,  Sir  Charles 
Wyndham,  Sir  Jcrmyn  Davers,  Sir  James  Dafhwood,  Sir  Watkyn 
Williams  Wynne,  Sir  Cordel  Firebrace,  Sir  Edward  Thomas,  Sir 
Francis  Dafhwood,  Sir  Jacob  BOuvcric,  Sir  Joh;i  Chapman,  Si|f 
d^braham  Elton,  Sir-  John  Peachey,  Sir  William  Courtney,  Sij^ 
James  Hamilton--;Mr.  Pultcney,  Mr.  Sandys,  Mr.  Gybbon,  Mr, 
Doddingtbn,  Mr.  Waller,  Mr.  Shijjpen,  Mr.   Fazakeriey,   Mr^ 
Mellifh,  Mr,  Alderman  Heathcote,  Mr  3ance,  &c.  &c. 

The  pnrpofe  of  the  meeting  was,   to  confider  of  what'Ka$ 

p^T  expedient  to  be  done  in  the  prefent  critical   conjun6lure.     But 

^ ""  it  ivas  too  late-f  the  arrangetntnts  loere  fettled  before  the  tneetitig 

fwas  called,  ' 

It  is  to  this  meeting  that  Sir  Charles  HanburyWillrams  alludes, 
in  cne  of  his  odes  to  Mr.  Pi>lten<^y  j  where,  invoking  the  Mufe  tg 
^ifplay  his  hero's  merit,  he  fay«,  . 

Then  enlarge  on  his  ciiAiiiiig  and  wit  ^ 

Say,  how  he  harfinguedattlic.  Fountain:  5    ^ 

^    "^     '  •    Say,  how  thf  old  patri^t^  ware  Jaity  J  \'\  '  .uih     .'"'. 

^  And  a  moufe  wa^s  prQdu^'d  by  a  mountaiih 
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board  of  admiralty,  with  the  Ekrl  of  Win^  ^ufT' 
chelfea  at  the  head,  >verc  all  the  alterations  """^^^ 
'  of  any  confequence  that  were  made* 

The  difappointmentof  the  nation,  at  this, 
trifling  change  of  a  few  men,  was  greater 
than  can  ht  defcribei  Many  of  the  moft 
refpeflable  parts  of  the  community  were 
provoked  and  exafperated  to  the  ufe  of  thet 
bittereft  language,  which  could  expref&.j^^^ 
their  execratiou  and  abhorrence  of  the  ^^^^^i^ 
junftion  that  was  thus  formed  between  Mr. 
Pulteney  and  the  friends  of  the  late  minifter* 


C  H  A  P.    IV/ 

The  New  Minijlry  charged  with  having  largdined  • 
for  the  fafeiy  of  the  Earl  of  Orford.-^Motion 
for  an  inquiry  into  the  Earl  of  Orford's  con^ ' 
duS. — Mr.  Pit(sfpeech  in  fupport  of  that  mo^ 
Hon. — Motion  lofl.-^Second  motion  limiting  the 
inquiry  tp  the  lafi  ten  years.— Mr.  Pitt's  fpeech 
in  fupport  of  this  motion.— The  inquiry  defeated 
by  a  parliamentary  manoeuvre. 

A     Strong  cliarge   was  brought  againft  f^Z^^ 
■*•  ^  the  new  miniftry  by  their  opponents,  ^^fli^, 
who  affirmed,  in  the  moft  dired  and  pofitive 
terms,  that  Mr,  Pulteney  had  firft,  and  that 

his 
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?v^  *  his  friends  had  afterwards,  bargained  with 
^*75^  the  Court   for  the  fafety  of  the  Earl  of 
Orford;  that  k- was  exprefsly  on  that  con* 
dition  they  were  admitted  into  office  ;  and 
by  that  tenure  onlyy  they  held  their  employ* 
itients ;  that  fuch  bargain  was  a  fale  of  thtf 
public  confidence,  and  a  total  defeliftion  of 
.  principle ;  that  there  was  a  tfeafon  againft 
the  people  as  well  as  againft  the  crown,  and 
that  this  was  the  fupcrlative  degree  of  that 
treftfort.     And  in  order  to  put  thefe  affer^ 
tions  to  the  teft,  a  motion  was  made  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  9th  of  March 
1742,  by  Lord   Limerick  (whofe  Ton  was 
tol^^S  created  Earl  of  Ctanbrajil),  for  aii  inquiry 
Waipoie^*  into  the  conduft  of  the  late  adminiftration, 
**  *    during,  the  laft  twenty  years.    In  fupport^of 
this  motion  Mr,  Fitt  fpoke  in  reply  to  Mr* 
Pelhaniy  who    had    oppofed  it,  and  faid^ 
*•  That  it  would  confiderably  Qiorten  the 
debate  if  gentlemen'  would  keep  clofe  to  the 
argument,  and  not  run  into  long  harangues 
and  flowers  of  rhetoric,  which  might  be  in* 
troduced  upon  any  other  fubjefl  as  well  as 
the  prefent  \  to  which  Mr.  Pitt  replied : 

*  What 
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What  tlie  gentlemen  of  the  other  fide  ^"y/* 
itieaii  by  long  harangues  or  flowers  of  rhe*      ^  ^ 
toric,  I  fllall  not  pretend  to  gueHy ;  but  if  ^^  p.^^,^ 
they  make  rid  ufe  of  anything  of  that  kind,  [p;^^^"" 
it  is  no  very  good  proof  of  their  fincerity ;  i^^ly^ 
for  a  man  who  fpeaks  from  his  heart,  and  is 
iincerely  affeSed  with  the  fubjeft  he  fpeaks 
on,  as  every  honeft  man  mufl  be  when  he 
Ipeaks  in  the  caufe  of  his  country;  fticha 
man,  I  fay,  falls  naturally  into  exprcffionsi 
which,  raay  be  called  flowers  of  rhetoric, 
and  therefore  deferves  as  little  to  be  charged 
with  affeftation  as  the  mofl  ftupid  ferjeant 
at  law  that  ever  fpoke  for  a  guinea  fee. 

*  The  gentlemen  who  oppofe  this  rhotion 
feem  to  miftake  the  difference  between  a 
motion  for  an  impeachment,  and  a  motion 
for  aYi  inquiry.  If  any  member  of  this  Houfe 
were  to  ftand  up  in  his  place,  and  move  for 
impeaching  a  miflifter,  he  would  be  obliged 
to  charge  him  with  fome  paLrticulal-  crimes, 
and  produce  fome  proof,  or  to  declare  that 
he  was  ready  to  prove  the  fafts ;  but  any 
gentleman  may  move  for  an  inquiry  without 
any  particular  allegation,  and  without  offer- 
ing any  proof,  or  declaring  that  he  is  ready 
to  prove,  becaufe  the  very  defign  of  an  in- 
quiry 
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^  r^^*  qniry  is  to  find  out  particular  fafts  andpaf^ 
^'^•v— ^  ticular  proofs.  The  general  circumftancei 
of  things,  or  general  rumours  witl^out  door?,- 
are  a  fufficient  foundation  for  fuch  a  motiorr^* 
and  for  the  Houfe  agreeing  to  it , when  it  isT 
made.  This,  Sir,  has  always  been  the 
praftice,  and  has.  been  the  foundation  of 
almoft  all  the  inquiries  that  were  ever  Ifet  on 
jR)Ot  in  this  Houle,  efpecially  thdfe  that  havef 
been  carried  on  by  fecret  and  fele6^  com- 
mittees.— What  other  foundation  was  .there 
for  the  fecret  committee  appointed  in  the 
year  1694  (to  go  up  further  :baqk),  to  in- 
quire into,  and  infpeft  the  books,  and  ac- 
counts of  the  Eaft  Iridia  Company  and 
Chamber  of  London? — Nothing  but  a  gene- 
ral rumour  that  fome  corrupt  praftice  had 
been  made  ufe  of.  What.wajS  the  founda- 
tion of  the  inquiry  in-  the  year  1714?-  Did 
tke  hon.  gentleman  whd  moved  for  appoint- 
ing that  fecret  committee  charge  the  former 
adminiftration  with  any  particular  crimi&s  ? 
—Did  He  offer  any  proofs,  or  declare  that 
he  was  ready  to  prove  any  thing  ?  It  is  faid, 
the  meaffures  purfued  by  that  adminiftration 
were  condemned  by  a  great  majority  of  that 
Houfe  of  Commons.  What,  Sir !  were 
ihofe  minifters  condemned  before  they  were 

heard? 
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heard?  Could  any. .gentleman  be  fo  unjufl  ^"v^^* 
as  to.pafs.fentence,  .even  in  his  own  mind, 
upon  a  meafure  before  he  had  inquired 
into  it  ?  He  might^perhaps  diflike  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  but  upon  inquiry  it  might  ap- 
pear to, be  the  beft^that  could  be  obtained  ; 
and  it  has  fince  been  fo  far  iuftified,  thiit 
it  is  at  leaft  as  good,  if  not  better,  than  any 
treaty  we  have  made  fince  that  time; 

> 

*  Sir,   it  was  not  the  treaty  of  Utrechtj 
nor  any  meafure  {hat  adminiftration  openly 
purfued^    that  was  the  foundation,  or  the 
caufe,  of  an  inquiry  into  their  conduft.    It 
was  the  loud  complaints  of  a  great  party 
againft  them,  and  the  general  fufpicion  of 
their  having  carried  on  treafonable.  nego- 
tiations in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  and  for 
defeating  the  Proteftant  fucceffidn  ;  and  the 
inquiry  was  fet  on  foot  in  order  to  difcover 
thofe  practices,  if  there  were  any  fuch,  and 
to  obtairi  proper  evidence  for  convifting  the 
offenders.     The  fame  argument  holds  with 
regard  to  the  inquiry  into  the  management 
of  the   South   Sea  Company  in  the  year 
1721.     When  that  affair  was  firft^ moved  in 
th^  Houfe,  by  Mr.  Neville^  he  did  liot,  he 
could  not,  charge  thofe  direftors,  pr  any  of 

VoLili  F them^ 
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^"v/'  them,  upon  any  particular  prooFsi*  His 
' — ^"^  motion,  which  was.  That  the  dire'Elors  oF 
the  South  Sea  Company  (hould  forth witH 
lay  before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  their 
proceedings,  was  founded  upon  the  general 
circumftances  of  things,  the  diftrefs' brought 
upon  the  public  credit  of  the  nation,  and 
the  general  and  loud  complaints  without 
doors.  This  motion  indeed,  reafonable  as 
it  was,  we  know  was  oppofed  by  a  part  of 
the  miniftry  at  that  time,  and  in  particular 
by  two  brothers  who  have  compofed  a  part 
of  the  miniftry  ever  fince ;  bat  their  op- 
pofition  raifed  fuch  a  warmth  in  the  Houfe, 
that  they  were  glad  to  give  it  lip,  and  never 
afterwards  durft  diredlly  oppofe  that  in- 
quiry, I  wifh  I  could  now  fee  the  fame 
zeal  for  public  juftice.  I  am  fure  the. 
drcumflancesf  of  affairs  deferve  it.'  Our  , 
public  credit  was  then,  indeed,  brought  into 
'  dfftrefs;  but  now  the.  nation  itfelf,  nay  not 
only  the  nation,  but  all  its  dependencies, 
are  brought  into  the  moft  imminerit  danger. 

•  This,  Sir,  is  admitted,  eVen  by  thofe 
who  oppt>fe  this  motion ;  and  if  they  have 
ever  lately  converfed  with  thofe  who  dare 
fpeak  their  minds,  they  muft,  admit,  that 

the 
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the  murmurs  of  the  people  againft  the  con-   ^  ",^^' 
dud:  of  the  minifters,  are  now  as  general 
and  as  loud  as  ever  they  were  upon  any  oc- 
calion ;  but  the  misfortune  is,  that  gentle- 
men who  are  in  office  feldom  converfe  with 
any  but  fuch  as  are  in  office,  or  want  to  be 
in  office;  and  fuch  men,  let  them  think  what 
they  will,  will  always  applaude  their  fupe- 
riors  ;  confequently,  gentlemen  who  are  in 
adminiftration,  or  in  any  office  under  it,  can 
rarely  know  the  voice  of  the  people.    The 
voice  of  this  Houfe  was  formerly,  I  fhall 
grants  and  always  ought  to  be,  the  voice  of 
the  people.     If  new  Parliaments  were  more 
frequent,  and  few  placemen,  and  no  penfi- 
oners  admitted,  it  would  be  fo  ftill ;  but  if 
long  Parliaments  be  continued,  and  a  cor- 
rupt influence  (hould  prevail,  not  only  at 
eleftions,  but  in  this  Houfe,  the  voice  of  this 
Houfe  will  generally  be  very  different  from, 
nayoften  dire£lly  contrary  to,  the  voice  of 
the  people.     However,  as  this  is  not„  I  be* 
lieve,  the  cafe  at  prefent,  I  hope  that  there 
is  a  majority  who  know  what  is  the  voice  of 
'  the  people;  and  if  it  be  admitted  by  all,  that 
the  nation  is  at  prefent  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs 
and  danger,  and  admitted  by  a  majority. 

Fa  ^hat 
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^^^/'  -that  thie  voice.oft^e  people  is  loud  againtt 


ib'er  late  conduft  of  .minifters,  this-  motion 
mull  be  agreed  to. 

•-  '  .      .  .4  •  •    • 

\ 

^:  Sir^  tMs  Houfe  is  called  The  Grand 
Inqueftiof  the  Nation ;  and  as  fuch,  it-is  our 
.duty.  tO'linquire  into  the  management  of 
every  department  of /public  afiairs,  both 
abroad. ;and  at  home.  .  It  is  not  neceflkry, 
mpqn  every  occafion,  to  eftablifh  a  fecret 
commitlee.  ^  This  is  never  neceflary  'but 
when  thie.fubjeds  to'. be  brought  before 
them,  are  fuppofed  to  be  of  fuch  a  nature 
as  ought  ta  be  kepti'ecret.. 

*  It  is  laid  by  fome  gentlemen,  that  by 

this  inquiry  we  (hall  be  in  danget  of  difco- 

vering  the  fecrets  of  our  government  to  our 

enemies.'.  This  argument.  Sir,  by  proving 

.  too  much,  proves  nothing  atall.     If  it  were 

'  admitted,  it  would  always  have  been,  and 

for  ever  will  be,  an  argument .  againft  our 

inquiring  into  •  any  affair  in  which  our  go- 

:  vernment  can  be  fuppdfed  to  have  a  con- 

:  cern.    Our  inquiries  would  then  be  confined 

;  to  the*  <x)ndutl   of  inferior  cuftoro-houfe 

/  officers:  and  excifemea.  •  Every  gemtlfeman 

.  muft  fee  that  this  would  be  the  confequence 

of 
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of  admitting  fuch  an  argument;  but  befides,  ^*lv/" 
it  is  falfe  in  fa£l,  and  contrary  to  experience. 
We  have  had  many  parliamentary  inquiries 
into  the  conduct  of  nanifters  of  flate,  and 
yet  I  defy  any  one  to  fhew  that  any  ftate 
affair  was  thereby  difcovered,  which  ought 
to  have  been  concealed,  or  that  our  affairs, 
either  abroad  or  at  home,  ever  fuffefed  by 
fuch  a  difcovery.  If  his  Majefty  fhoul^,  by 
meffage,  acquaint  us,  that,  feme  of  the. 
papers  fealed  up,  and  laid  before  us,  re- 
quired the  utmolt  fecrefy,  we  might  refer 
them  to  a  fecret  committee.  By  this  method 
I  hope  the  danger  of  a  difcovery  would  be 
effetlually  removed ;  therefore  this  danger 
cannot  be  a  good  argument  againfl  a  parlia* 
Uientary  inquiry. 

*  The  other  objeftion.  Sir,  is  really  fur- 
priOng,  becaufe  it  is  founded  upon  a  cir- 
cumftance  which,  in  all  former  times,  has 
been  admitted  as  a  flrong  argument  for  an 
immediate  inquiry.  The  hon,  gentlemen 
are  fo  ingenuous  as  to  confefs  that  our  affairs, 
both  abroad  and  at  home,  are  at  prefent  in 
the  utrpoft  diftrefs;  but,  fay,  they,  you  ought 
to  free  yburfelves  from  this  diflrefs,  before 
you  inquire  how,  or  by  what  means, .  you 

F  3  were 
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^^iv'*  ^^^^  brought  into  it.    Sir,  according  %f9 
^l^  this  way  of  arguing,  a  minifter  that  has 
plundered  and  betrayed  his  country,  and 
fears  being  called  to  an  account  in  Parlia* 
ment,  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  involve  his 
country  in  a  dangerous  war,  or  fgrne  other 
great  diftrefs,  in  order  to  prevent  an   in- 
quiry into  his  conduft;  becaufe  he  may  be 
dead  before  that  war  is  at  an  end,  or  that 
diftrefs  got  over. — Would  not  this  conduft 
be  fimilar  to  that  of  an  incendiary,  who, 
after  he  had  plundered  the  houfe,  fet  it  on 
fire,  that  he  might  efcape  in  the  confufion. 
It  is  really  aftonifhing  to  hear  fuch  an  argu- 
ment ferioufly  urged  in  this  Houfe ;  but, 
fay  thefe  gentlemen,  if  you  found  yourfelf 
upon  a  precipice,  would  you  ftand  to  inquire 
how  you  was  led  there,  before  you  confider- 
ed  how  to  get  off?  No,  Sir ;  but  if  a.  guide 
had  led  me  there,  I  fliould  very  probably  be 
provoked,    to  throw  him  over,   before    I 
thought  of  any  thing  elfe;  at  leaft  I  am  fure, 
I  fiiould  not  truft  to  the  fame  guide  for  brings 
ing  me  off. 

^  We  have  been,  for  near  twenty  years, 
under  the  guidance,  I  may  truly  fay,  of  one 
man,  or  ofie  minifter.     We  now  at  laft  find 

ourftlves 
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ourfelves  upon  a  dangerous  precipice. —  ^"ivf* 
Ought  not  we  then  immediately  to  inquire  ^^ — ^'"^ 
whether  we  have  been  led  upon  this  preci- 
pice by  his  ignorance  or  wickednefs ;  and 
if  by  either,  to  take  care  not  to  truft  to  his 
guidance  any  longer  ?  For,  though  he  is  re- 
moved from  the  treafury  board,  he  is  not  re- 
moved from  the  King's  ear,  nor  probably 
will,  unlefs  it  be  by  our  advice, 

*  Sir,  the  diftrefs  we  are  in  at  home  is 
evidently  owing  to  our  having  been  led  into  "" 
many  unneceffary  expences, 

^  * 

*  The  diflrefs  and  danger  we  are  in  abroad, 
are  evidently  owing  to  the  mifconduft  of 
our  war  with  Spain ;  and  to  the  little  con- 
fidence our  allies  have  had  in  our'councils,  , 
This  laft  is  fo  obvious,  that  I  fhould  not  have 
mentioned  it,  if  an  hon.  gentleman  on  the 
other  fide  had  not  entered  into  a  particular 
juftific^tion  of  moft  of  our  late  meafures, 
both  abroad  and  at  home* 

^  This  having  been  done  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  I  hope  I  ftiall  be  excufed  in 
following  him ;  beginning,  as  he  did.  With 
the  meafures  taken  for  punifhing  the  South 

F  4  Sea 
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after  the  terrible  fhock  it  rhet  with  in  the 
year  1720. 


j^^^-  Sea  direflors,  and  reftoring  public  credit. 


742, 


^  As  thofe  meafures.  Sir,  were  among  the 
carlieft  of  our  late,  and  I  fear  ftill,  our  pre- 
ftnt  niinifter ;  and  as  the  committee  pro- 
ppfed,  if  agreed  to,  will  probably  confift  of 
one-and  twenty,  I  wiflh  the  motion  had  been 
foe  one  year  further  back,  that  the  number 
of  years  might  haye  correfponded  ,with  the 
number  of  inquirers,  and  that  it  might  ha,ve 
comprehended  the  firft  of  thofe  meafures ; 
for  asit  ftands,  it  will  not  comprehend  the 

,  methods  taken  for  punifhing  the  direftors, 
nor  the  fir  ft  regulation  made  for  reftoring 

'  public  credit ;  and  with  regard  toboth,  per- 
haps fome  praftices  might  be  difcovered  that 
would  deferve  a  much  feverer  puniftiment 
than  any  which  thofe  dire61ors  met  with. 
Corifidering  the  number  of  rnanceuvres  made 
ufe  of  by  the  directors  and  their  agents,  for 
alluring  the  people  to  fheir  ruin,  I  am  not  a 
little  furprifed  to  hear  it  now  faid,  that  their 
puhiftiinent  was  always  thought  too  fevere. 
Juliice  by  the  lump  was  the  phrafe  given  to 
It,  hot  becaufe  it  was  thought  too  fevere,  but 

l)ccaufe 
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becaufe  it  was  a  piece  of  cunning  made  ufe  ^^v/^ 
of  to  fcreen  the  greater  offenders. 


*  As  to  the  reftoration  of  public  credit, 
ih  at  was  accomplifhed  by  the  conduft  of  the 
public,  'not  by   the   wifdom  of  minifters. 
Was  it  wife  to  remit  to  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany  the  whole  feven  millions,  which  they 
had  folemnly  engaged  to  pay  to  the  public  ? 
It  might  as  well  be  fa  id,  that  a  private  man's 
giving  away  a  great  part  of  his  eftate  to 
thofe  who  no -way  deferved  it,  would  be  a 
wife  method  of  reviving  or  eftablifhing  his 
credit:    If  thefe  feven  millions  had  been 
diftributed  among  the  poorer  fort  of  annuit- 
ants, it  would  have  been  both  generous  and 
charitable ;  but  to  give  it  among  the  pro- 
prietors' in  general,  was  neither  generous 
nor  juft,  becauf(?  mod  of  them  deferved  no 
favour  from  the  public  ;  for  as  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  dire6lors  were  authorifed  by 
general  courts,  thofe  who  were   then  the 
proprietors  were  in  fome  meafure  acceffary 
to  the  frauds  of  the  direftors,  and  therefore 
deferved  to  have  beep  punifhed,  rather  than 
rewarded,  becaufe  every  one  of  them  who 
continued  to  hold  flock  in  that  compkny 
got  near  50  per  cent,  added  to  h,is  capital, 

moil 
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*^"v/';Woft  part  of  which  arofe  from  the  high 
price  annuitants  were  by  aft  of  parlianient 
obliged  to  take  ftock  at,  and  was  therefore 
a  moft  flagrant  piece  of  injuftice  dione  to  the 
annuitants*   . 

V 

*  Another  aft  of  injuftice,  which  I  believe 
we  may  afcribe  to  the  fame  caufe,  relates  to 
thofe  who  were  engaged  in  heavy  contrafts 
for  ftock  or  fubfcriptions,  many  ef  whom 
groan  under  the  load  to  this  day ;  for  .after 
we  had,  by  aft  of  parliament,  quite  altered 
the  nature,  though  not  the  name,  of  the 
ftock  they  had  bought,  and  made  it  much 
lefs  valuable  than  it  was  when  they  engaged 
to  pay  a  high  price  for  it,  I  muft  think  it  an 
aft  of  public  injuftice  to  leave  them  liable 
to  be  profecuted  at  law  for  the  whole  mone^r 
they  had  engaged  to  pay, 

•  Then,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  extraordi- 
nary grants  made  to  the  civil  lift,  the  very 
reafon  given  by  the  hon.  gentleman  for 
juftifying  thofe  grants,  is  a  ftrong  reafba 
for  an  immediate  inquiry.  If  there  have 
arifen  any  confiderable  charges  upon  that 
revenue,  let  us  fee  what  thofe  charges  are ; 
let  us  examine  whether  or  no  they  were 

neceffary. 
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neceflary.    We  have  the  more  reafon  to  do  ^  "y.  '* 

this,  becaufe  the  revenue  fettled  upon  his  ^ '  v^ 

late  Majefl:y*s  civil  lift,  was  at  leaft  as  great 

as  was  fettled  either  upon  King  William  or 

Queen  Anne.     Befides,  there  is  a  general 

rumour  without  doors,  that  the  civil  lift  is 

now  greatly  in  arrear,  which,  if  true,  ren- 

'^rs  an  inquiry  abfolutely  necefTary ;  for  it 

is  inconfiftent  with  the  honour  and  dignity 

of  the  crown  of  thefe  kingdoms,  to  be  in 

arrear  to  its  tradefmen  and  fervants ;  and  it 

is  the  duty  of  this  Houfe  to  take  care  that 

the  revenue  which  we  have  fettled  for  fup- 

porting  the  honour    and  dignity  of  our 

crown,  fliall  not  be  mifapplied.    If  former 

parliaments  have  failed  in  this  refpeft,  they 

jnuft  be  blamed,  though  they  cannot  be 

puniflied ;  but  we  ought  now  to  atone  for 

their  negleft,  and  we  may  punifti  thofe,  if 

they  can  be  difcovered,  who  have  been  the 

Caufe  of  any  mifapplication. 

^  I  come  now,  in  courfe,  to  the  excife 
fcheme,  which  the  hon.  gentleman  fays 
ought  to  be  forgiven,  becaufe  it  was  eafily 
given  up.  Sir,  it  was  not  eafily  given  up. 
The  promoter  of  that  fcheme  did  not  eafily 
give  it  up ;  he  gave  it  up  with  forrow,  with 

tears 
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c^^^'  tears  in  his  eyes,  when  he  faw,  and  not  till 
he  faw  it  impoffible  to  carry  it  thfough  the 
Houfe  *. »  Did  not  his  majority  decreaf^ 
upon  every  divifion  ?  It  was  ahnoft  certain, 
that  if  he  had  pufhed  it  any  further,  the 
majority .  would  have  turned  againft  him. 
His  forrow  fhewed  his  difappointment ;  and' 
his  ^difappointment  (hewed  that  his  defiga 
was  higher  than  that  of  preventing  frauds 
in  the  cuftoms.  He  was,  at  that  time,  fo 
fenfible  of  the  influence  of  excife  laws  and 
excifemen  with  regard  to  eleSions,  and  of 
the  great  occafion  he  fliould  have  for  that 
fort  of  influence  at  the  next  general  election, 
which  was  then  approaching,  that  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  fupppfe  he  hadnot  that  influence 
jn  view;  and  if  he  had,  it  was  a  mofl:  wicked 
attempt  againfl:  our  confl:itution  ;  therefore 
he  deferved  the  treatment  he  met  with  from 
the  people.  Perhaps  there  were  none  but 
what  gentlemen  are  pleafed  to  call  mob  con- 
cerned in  burning  him  in  effigy  ;  but  as  the 
mob  confifls  chiefly  in  children,  journey- 
men, and  feryants^  who  fpeak  the  fenjti- 
Tnents  of  their  parents  and  matters,  we  may 


•  See  this  matter  more  fully  and  more  accurately  explained  in 

Chapter  XLL 

< 

thence 
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thence  judge  of  the  fentiments  of  the  better      iv.  " 
fort  of  people.  i74t. 

'  'The  hon.  gentleman  faid,  thefe  wer6  all 
the  meafures  of  a  domeftic  nature  that 
could  be  found  fault  with',  becaufe  none 
other  were  mentioned  in  this  debate.  Sif, 
he  lias  already  heard  a  reafon  why  no  other 
wrong  meafilres  fhould  be  '  particularly 
mentioned  in  this  debate.  If  it  were  hecef- 
fary,  many  others  might  be  ^mentioned.  15 
not  the  keeping  up  fo  numerous  an  army, 
in  time  of  peaces  to  be  found  fault  with  ?' 
Is  not  the  fitting  out  fo  many  expenfive 
fquadrons,  for  no  purpofe,  to  be  fouild  fault 
with?  Are  not  the  incroachments  made 
upon  the  finking  fund,  the  reviving  the  fait 
duty,  the  reje£Hng  many  tifeful  bills  and 
motions  in  Parliament,  and  many  other 
domeftic  meafures,  to  be  found '  fault  with  ? 
The  weaknefs,  and  wickednefs,  of  thefe 
meafures  have  often  been  demonftrated. 
Their  ill  confeqiiences  were  foretold,  and 
thofe  confequences  are  now  become  vifible 

by  our  diftrefs.  ■         • 

•  •     •   .         • '     •  •  •, 

*  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  foreign 
meafures  which  the  hon..  gentleman  has  at- 

tempted 
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^^v.^'  tempted  to  juftify :  The  treaty  of  Hanovcf 
deferves,  indeed,  to  be  firft  mentjoned,  be- 
caufe  from  thence  arifes  the  danger  to  which 
Europe  is  now  exppfed ;  and  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  affign  a  reafon  for  our  entering  into 
that  treaty,  without  fuppofing  that  we  then 
refolved  to  be  revenged  on  the  Emperor  for 
refufing  to  grant-  us  fome  favour  in  'Ger- 
many. It  is  in  vain  now  to  infift  upon  the 
fecret  .engagements  entered  into  by  the 
courts  of  Vienna  arid  Madrid,  as  the  cauie 
of  that  treaty.  Time  has  fully  fhewn  that 
there  never  were  any  fuch  engagements ; 
and  his  late  Majefty's  fpeech  from  the  throne 
cannot  here  be  admitted  as  any  evideijce  of 
the  faft.  Every  one  knows,  that  in  Parlia- 
ment the  King  s  fpeech  is  always  confidered 
as  the  fpeech  of  the  minifter ;  and  furely  a 
minifter  is  not  to  be  allowed  to  brin^  his 
own  fpeech  in  evidence  of  his  own  juftifica- 
tion, 

*  At  the  time  this  treaty  was  ehtered  into, 
we  wanted  nothing  from  the  Emperor  upon 
our  own  account.  The  abolition  of  the 
Oftend  company  was  a  demand  we  had  no 
right  to  make,  nor  was  it  eflentially  our 
^ereft  to  infift  upon  it|  b^caufe  that  C9m- 

pany 
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pany  would  haye  been  more  prejudicial  to  ^^^^ 


the  interefts  of  both  the  French  and  Dutch  ^^^^ 
EaftJndia  trades  than  ours ;  and  if  it  had 
been  a  point  that  concerned  us  much,  we 
might  probably  have  gained  it,  by  acceding 
to  the  Vienna  treaty  between  the  Emperor 
and  Spain,  or  by  guaranteeing  the  Pragmatic 
Sandion,  which  we  afterwards  did,  in  the 
moft  abfolute  manner,  without  any  confi« 
deration  at  ill.  We  wanted  nothing  from 
Spain  but  a  departure  from  the  pretence  flic 
had  juft  begun,  or,  I  believe,  hardly  begun^ 
to  fet  up,  in  an  e:!Cprefs  manner,  with  regard 
to  fearching  and  feizing  our  Ihips  in  the 
American  feas  ;  and  this  we  did  not  obtain,  * 
by  the  treaty  of  Seville.  3y  that  treaty 
we  obtained  nothing;  but  we  united  the 
courts  of  France  and  Spain,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  new  breach  between  the 
courts  of  Spain  and  Vienna. 

*  I  fhall  grant.  Sir,  our  minifters  appear 
to  have  been  fond  and  diligent  enough  in 
negotiating,  and  writingletters  and  memo- 
rials to  the  court  of  Spain ;  but  by  all  I  ha*e 
looked  into,  it  appears  they  never  rightly 
underftooa  the  point  they  were  negotiating 
about;  and  as  they  fuffered  themfelves  to 

» ■  ^  be 
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^"iv.^*  be  amufed,  (which  they  confefs),  with  faif 
promifes,  for  ten  years  toge,ther,  whilft^in 
the  mean  time  our  merchants  were  pliin* 
dered,  and  our. trade  interrupted,  we, ought 
to  inquire  into  thrs  affair  ;  for  ifitlhould 
appear  they  allowed  themfelves  to  be  amufed 
withfuch  anfwers  as  no  man  of  honour,  in 
fuch  circumftances,  would  have  taken,  nor 
any  man  of  common  fehfe  would  have  been 
amufed  with;  they  muft  have  had  fonje 
hidden  motive  for  allowinof  themfelves  to  be 
thus  impofed  upon :  This  motive  we  may 
perhaps  difcoVer  by  an  inquiry. 

*  But,  in  excufe  for  their  condufi:,  it  is 
faid,  our  minifters  had  a  laudable  {hynefs»of 
involving  their  country  in  a  wan  Sir,  this 
fhynefs  could  not  proceed  from  any  regard 
to  their  country,  becaufc  it  already  was  in* 
volved  in  a  war  with  Spain ;  who  was  carry- 
ing on  a  war  againft  our  trade,  and  that  in 
the  moft  infulting  manner,  during  the  whole 
time  pf  negotiation.  It  w^s  this  very  fhy- 
liefs,  or  at  leaft  making  the  court  of  Spain 
too  fenfible  of  it,  that  at  laft  made  it  necef- 
fary  for  us  to  commence  that  war.  If  the 
Britifh  minifter  had  at  firft  infilled  peremp- 
torily upon  an  explicit  anfwer,  Spain  would 

have 
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have  given  up  the  pretence  fhe  had  juft  fet  ^  ^^  ^^ 
up ;  but  by  the  Jong  experience  we  allowed  *•— ^^"^ 
her  J  fhe  found  the  fruits  of  that  pretence  fo 
plentiful  and  favory,  that  fhe  thought  them 
worth  rifking  A  war  for ;   and  the  damage 

we  had  futlained  became  fo  confiderable 

* 

that  it  was  worth  Contending  for.  Nothing, 
Siri  ever  demanded  more  a  parliamentary 
inquiry  than  our  conduft  in  the  war.  The 
only  part  of  it  we  have  inquired  into,  we 
have  already  cenfured  ahd  condemned.  Is 
not  this  a  good  reafon  for  inquiring  into 
ievery  other  part  of  it  ?  Difappointment  and 
want  of  fuccefs  have  always,  till  now,  oe- 
calioned  a  parliamentary  inquiry;  Inac* 
tivitv;  of  itfelf,  is  a  fufficient  caufe  for  an 
inquiry.  We  havfe  now  all  theie  reafons 
tombinedi  Our  admirals  abroad  defire 
iiothing  more ;  becaufe  they  are  cbnfcious 
that  our  inaftivity  and  want  of  fuccefs 
Would  appear  not  to  be  owing  to  their  con- 
duft,  but  to  the  conduft  of  thofe  who  fent 
them  outi 

^  I  cannot  conclude,  Sir,  without  taking 
notice  of  the  two  other  foreign  meafures 
mentioned  by  the  hon,  gentleman*  Our 
condu6l  in  the  year  of  1734,  between  the 

Vol;  L  G  Emperor 
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^^i^^'  Emperor  and  France ;  which  may  be  ex- 
plained, but  cannot  be  excufed.  Ever  iince 
fcbe  acceffion  of  the  late  minifter  we  feem  to 
have  been  at  enmity  with  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria, — Our  guarantiee  of  the  Pragmatic 
Sanftion  feems  to  confirm  it,  becaufe  we  en- 
tered into  it  when;  as  hath  fince  appeared, 
Vre  had  no  mind  to  perform  our  engage- 
ment ;  and  by  that  falfe  guarantee  induced 
the  Emperor  to  admit  the  Spanifti  troops 
into  Ita-ly,  which  h&  would  not  otherwife 
have  done.  The  preparations  we  made  in 
that  year,  the  armies  we  raifed,  and  the  fleet 
we  fitted  out,  were  not  to  guard  againft  the 
event  of  the  war  abroad,  but  againfl  the 
event  of  the  enfuing  eleftion  at  home. 
The  new  commiflions,  the  promotions,  and 
the  money  laid  out  in  thefe  preparations?, 
were  of  excellent  ufe  at  the  time  of  a  general 
eleftion. 

•  I  am  furprifed.  Sir,  to  hear  thfc  hon. 
gentleman  now  fay,  that  we  gave  up  no- 
thing,  or  got  any  thing  by  the  fcandalous 
convention  with  Spain.  Did  we  not  give 
up  the  freedom  of  our  trade  and  naviga- 
ti<Jn  by  fubmitting  it  to  be  regulated  by 
Jplenipotentiarici  ?  Can  freedom  be  regu* 

lated^ 
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Fated,  without  being  confined,  and  corife-     ^iv/' 
quently  in  fome .  part  deftroyed  ?   Did  hot  ^''"^!^ 
we  give  up  Georgia,  or  a  confiderable  part 
of  it,  by  fubmitting  to  have   new  limits 
fettled   by  plenipotentiarieis?  Did  we  not. 
give  up  all  the  reparation  of  honour  we 

'  had  fo  juft  a  title  to  infift  on  ?  Did  we  hot 
give  up  all  reparation  of  the  damage  we} 
had  fufFered,  amounting  to  five  or  fix 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  for  the  paltry 
fum  of  twenty-feven  thoufand  pounds? 
For  this  was  all  that  Spain  promifed  to  pay, 
after  dedufting  thd  fixty-eight  thoufand 
pounds  which  we,  by  the  declaration  an- 
nexed to  that  treaty,  allowed  her  tq  infift 
On  having  from  our  South  S^a  company, 
tinder  the  penalty  of  ftripping  them  of  the 
Affiento  contraft,  and  all  the  privileges  they 

.  were  thereby  intitled  to.  Even  this  fum  of 
twenty-feven  thoufand  pounds,  or  more> 
they  had  before  acknowledged  to  be  due^ 
on  account  of  fhips  they  allowed  to  hav6 
been  linjuftly  taken,  and  had  affually  fent 
orders  for  their  refl:itutibh ;  fo  that  by  thi« 
infamous  treaty  We  got  nothing,  and  gave 
tip  every  thing ;  and  therefore,  iii  my  opi- 
i^ion,  the  honour  of  this  nation  can  never  bd 
retrieved^  unlefs  the  advifers  and  authors  of 

G  2  It 
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^"iv/'  ^^  ^^  cenfured  and  punifhed,  which  cannot 
^"^^  regularly  be  done  without  a  parliamentary 
inquiry. 

'  By  thefe  pufillanimous  meafures,  we 
are  become  the  ridicule  of  every  court  in 
►urope,  and  have  loft  the  confidence  of  all 
►ur  allies.  By  thefe  we  have  encouraged 
ranee  to  extend  her  ambitious  views,  and 
now  at-  laft  to  attempt  carrying  them  into 
execution.  By  bad  ceconomy  and  extrava- 
gance in  our  domeftic  meafures,  we  have 
brought ourfelves  into  fuch  diftrefs  athome, 
that  we  are  almpft  utterly  incapable  of 
entering  into  a  war.  By  weaknefs,  or- 
wickednefs,.  in  our  foreign  meafures,  we 
have  brought  the  affairs  of  Europe  into 
fuch  diflrefs,  that  it  is  almoft  impoflible  for 
us  to  avoid  entering  into  a  war.  By  thefe 
means  we  have  been  brought  upon  a  danger- 
ous precipice,  on  which  we  now  find  our- 
felves ;  and  fhall  we  truft  our  being  led 
fafely  off  to  the  fame  guide  who  has  led  us 
on.  ?  Sir,  it  is  impoflfible  for  him  to  lead  us 
off ;  it  is  impoflfible  for  us  to  get  off,  with^ 
out  firft  recovering  that  confidence  among 
our  allies,  which  this  nation  formerly  ufed 
to  have.    This  we  cannot  do,  as  long  as 

they 
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they  fuppofe  that  our  councils  are  influenced  chap. 
by  our  late  minifter ;  and  this  they  will  fup-  *  .^ y* 
pofe  as  long  as  he  has  accefs  to  the  King's     *^*** 
clofet,  and  his  conduft  remains  uninquired 
into,  and  uncenfured.     It  is  not,  therefore, 
a  revenge  for  paft  fufFerings,  but  a  deli  re  to 
prevent  future,  that  makes  tne  (b  fanguine 
for  this  inquiry.     Let  us  be  as  merciful  as 
we  will,  as  any  man  can  reafonably  defire, 
when  we  come  to  pronounce  fentence ;  but 
fenteace  we  muft  pronounce ;  and  for  this 
purpofe  we  muft  inquire,  unlefs  we  are  re- 
folved  to  factifice  our  own  liberties,  and  the 
liberties  of  Europe,  to  the  prefcrvation  of 
one  guilty  man/ 


/         V 


.^ 


The  Houfe  divided  ;  For  the  motion,  24  a 
T-againft  it^  244, 

The  fite  of  this  motion  was  called  a  con- 
firmation of  the  veracity  of  the  charge 
brought  againft  the  new  miniftry,  that  they 
had  compounded  for  the  fafety  of  the  late 
minifter.—- 'Mr.  PuLteney  was  extremely 
mortified  at  this  mifcarriage,  And  as  foon 
2ls}At.  Sandys^  and  forae  others,  were  re* 
turned  from  their  re-ele6lions,  the  motion 
was  made  again^  on  the  23d  of  March,  by 
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Lord  Limerick  ;  but  it  was  confined  to  only 
the  laft  ten  years  of  the  late  adminiftration* 
Mr.  Pitt  fpoke  in  fupport  qf  this  motionj^ 
although  altered  to  half  the  period,  Hi§ 
fpeech,  on  this  occafion,  was  in  reply  to 
Mr.  George  Cooke ^  of  Harefield*,  who  was 
juft  come  into  Parliament.  I^e  begaft  with 
faying: 


Mr.  put»»       *  As  the  hon.  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft, 

fpeech  on  i  •  i  r* 

tticfecond  has  not  been  long  in  the  Houfe,  we  "toav 

tndtionfor  o  ^  / 

^ninqiiiry.  candidly  bcIievc  there  is  fome  fincerity  in 
the  profefTions  he  makes  of  his  being  read;Jr 
'to  agree  to  a  parliamentary  inqmry,  when 
he  fees,  caufe,  and  a  convenient  time  for  it ; 
but  if  he  knew  how  often  thofe  profefTions 
have,  been  made  by  thofe  who,  on  all  oc- 
oefions,  have  oppofed  every  kind  of  inquiry, 
he  would  fave  himfelf  the  trouble  of  making 
any  fuch,  becaufe  they  are  believed  to  be 
fincere  by  very  few.  He  may,  it  is  true,' 
have  no  occafion,  upon  his  own  account,  to 
be  afraid  of  an  inquiry  of  any  fort ;  but 
when  a  gentleman  has  contraSed  a  friend^ , 
{hip,  or  any  of  his  near  relations  have  con- 
tra6ted  a  friendfhip  for  a  man  who  may  be 
brought  into  danger  by  an  inquiry,  it  is 
yery^  x)sXmx^  to  fuppofe  that  fuch  a  gentle- 

jpaan'tsj 
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man's  oppofition  to  an  inquiry  does  not  ^ "  ^/5^ 
proceed  entirely  from  motives  of  a  public 
nature  ;  and  if  that  gentleman  follows  the 
advice  of  fopne  of  his  friends,  I  very  much 
queftion  if  he  will  ever  fee  caufe,  or  a  con^ 
venient  tinle,  for  an  inquiry  into  the  conduft 
of  the  late  minifter.  A^s  a  parliamentary 
inquiry  muft  always  be  founded  upon  fuf- 
picionSj-as  well  as  fa6ls«  it  will  always  b0 
eafy  to  find  reafons  or  pretences  for  aver- 
ring thofe  fufpicions  to  be  ground lefs  ;  and 
upon  the  principle  that  a  parliamentary!  in- 
quiry muft  neceflarily  lay  open  tlie  fecrets 
of  pur  government,  no  time  can  ever  be 
proper  or  convenient  for  fuch  an  inquiry, 
becaufe  it  is  impoflible  to  fuppofe  a  time 
when  our  government  can  have  no  fecrets 
of  irtiportance  to  the  nation. 


^  This,  Sir,  would  be  a  moft  convenient 
doftrine  for  minifters,  becaufe  it  would  put ' 
an.  end  to  all  parliamentary  inquiries  into 
the  condu6l  of  our  public  affairs;  and 
therefore,  when  I  hear  it  urged,  and  fo 
much  .in{ifte4  upon  by  a  certain  fet  of 
gentle;nen  in  this  Hou  fe,  I  muft  fuppofe 
thei^  hopes  to  be  very  e^jteniive,  I  muft 
fuppofe^  them  to  expeft  that  they  and  their 
pofterity  will  for  ever  continue  to  be  mi:* 

G  4  nifters. 
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^  "v. ''  nifters.  But  this  doftrine  has  been  fo  often 
"^7^  Cpntradifted  by  experience,  that  I  am  fur- 
prifed  to  hear  gentlemen  infift  upon  it^ 
Even  this  verv  feflion  has  'afforded  us  a 
convincing  proof  how  little  foundation 
there  is  for  faying  that  a  parliamentary  in- 
quiry mu(l  neqefTarily  difcover  the  fecrets  of 
our  government.  Surely  in  a  war  with 
Spain,  which  muft  be  carried  on  chiefly  by 
fea,  if  pur  government  have  any  fecrets, 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty  muft  be  entrufted 
P  with  the  mofl  important  of  them ;  yet  we 

have,  in  this  very  feffion,  and  Vithout  any 
fecret  committees,  made  an  inquiry  into, 
the  condu6l  of  the  lords  commiflioners  of 
the  admirahy.  We  have  not  bnly  inquired 
into  their  conduft,  but  we  have  cenfured  it 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  hath  put  an  end  to 
the  fame  commilfioners  being  any  longer 
^ntrufted  with  that  branch  of  the  public 
bufinefs.  flas  that  inquiry  difcovered  any 
of  the  fecrets  of  our  government  ?  On  (he 
contrary,  the  committee  found  they  had  no 
pccafion  to  probe  into  any  of  the  fecrets  of 
governmient.  They  fdund  caufe  enough 
for  cenOire  without  it ;  and  none  of  the 
.    commilfioners  pretendeci    t6  juftify  their. 

condu£^ 


t 

» 
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Condu6l  by  papers  Containing  fecrets  which 
ought  not  to  be  difcovered. 


CHAB. 
IV. 
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*  This,  Sir,  is  fo  recent  and  fo  ftrong  a 
proof  of  there  being  no  necqfTary  connecr ' 
tion  between  a  ^parliamentary  inquiry  and  a 
difcovery  of  fecrets  which  it  behoves  the 
nation  to  conceal,  that  I  hape  gentlemen 
will  no  longer  infift  ppon  this  danger  as  an 
argument  againll  the  inquiry  now  propofed, 
which,  of  all  others,  is  the  leaft  liable  to 
pbjeftion.  The  firft  commiffioner  of  the 
^reafury  has  qothipg  to  do  with  the  applica- 
tion of  fecret  fervice  money  :  He  is  only  to 
^ke  care  that  it  be  regularly  ifTued  from 
his  office.  As  to  the  particular  application, 
it  belongs  to  the  fecretarie?  of  ftate,  or  fuch 
other  perfons  as  his  Ma jefty  (hall  employ  ; 
lb  that  we  cannot  fuppofe  the  inquiry/ pro- 
pofed will  difcover  any  fecrets  relating  to 
the  application  of  that  money,  unlefs  the 
noble  lord  has  afcted  as  fecretary  of  flate^ 
as  well  as  firft  commiffioner  of  the  treafury; 
or  unlefs  a  great  part  of  the  money  drawn 
out  for  fecret  fervices,  has  been  delivered 
to  himfelf,  or  to  perfons  employed  by 
him,  and  applied  by  him  or  them  towards 
gaining  a  corrupt  influence  in  Parliament, 

or 
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^^v/- or  at  eleftioiis.     Both  thefe,  indeed,  he   13 
.Vv-'  mod  grievoufly  fufpefted  of  and  both  are 
fecrets  which  it  behoves  him  very  much   to 
have  concealed;    but  it  equally  behoyes 
the  nation  to  have  them  both  revealed. 
His  country  and  he  are,  I  grant,  in  this 
caufe,  equally,  though  oppofitely,  concern- 
ed ;  for  the  fafety  or  ruin  of  one  or  the 
other  depends  upon  the  fate  of  the  queftion  5 
and,  in  my  opinion,  the  violent  oppofitioa 
made  to  this  motion  adds  great;  ftrength  to 
the  fufpicion, 

*  I  (hall  admit.  Sir,  that  the  noble,  lord 
whofe  conduft  is  now  propafed  to  be  in* 
quired  Into,  was  one  of  his  Majefty's  maft 
hon,  privy  council,  and  that  confequently 
he  muft  have  had  a  {hare  at  leaft  in  advifing 
all  the  meafures  which  have  been  purfued, 
both  abroad  ^nd  at  home ;  but  I  cannot 
admit,  that  therefore  an  inquiry  into  his 
conduft  muft  neceffarily  occafion  a  difr 
covery  of  any  fecrets  that  may  be  of  danr 
gerous  confequence  to  the  nation ;  becaufe 
we  are  not  to  inquire  into  the  meafures 
themfelves,  or  into  the  wifdom  and  up- 
rightnefs  of  them,  and  confequently  cari 
have  no  neceflity  to  fearch  into  any  of  the 

government's 
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government's  fecrets  relating  to  them.  This 
has  nothing  to  do  with  an  inquiry  into, his 
conduQ: ;    but  there  are  feveral  fufpicions 
fpread  abroad  relating  to  his  condu6l  as  a 
privy  counfellor,  which,  if  true,  would  be 
of  the  laft  importance  to  the  nation  to  havp 
difcovered.     It  has.  been  ftrongly  aflerted, 
that  he  vras  not  only  a  privy  counfellor, 
but  had  ufurped  the  whole  and  fole  direcr 
tion  of  his  Majefty's  privy  council.     It  has 
been  afTerted,  that  he  gave  the  Spanifl;  .court 
the  firft  hint  of  the  unjufl  claim  they  after- ' 
wards  fet  up,  againft  our  South  Sea  com- 
pany, which  was  one  of  the  chief  caufes  of* 
the  war  between  the  two  nations.     And  it 
has  been  aflerted,  that  this  very  minifter 
has  given  advice  to  the  French  what  mea-  . 
fures  to  take   upon  feveral  occafions,  in 
Dtder  to  bring  our  court  into  their  meafures ; 
particularly,  that  he  advifed  them  to  fend 
the  numerous  army  they  have  this  laft  fum- 
mer  fent    into  Weftphalia.      What  truth 
there  is  in  thefe  aflertions,  I  (hall  not  pretend 
to  anfwer.     The  fa£ls  are  of  fiich  a  nature, 
&nd  they  muft  have  been/  perpetrated  with 
fo  much  caution  and  fecrefy,  that  it  will  be 
difficult  to  bring  them  to  light,  even  by  a 
parliamentary  inquiry  j  but  the  very  fuf* 

i     '  ^        \  picion 
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^  vL^\pi^io'^  is  ground  fufficient  for  commencing 
'^^[p^  fuch  inquiry,  and  for  purfuing  it  with  fince- 
rity  and  alacrity.    ' 

*  I  will  agree  with  the  hon.  gentleman, 
that  if  we  are  convinced,  or  fufpe6l  the 
public  meafures  to  be  wrong,  we  ought  to 
inquire  into  them,  even  though  they  are  not 
much  complained  of  by  the  people  without 

-  doors ;  but  I  cannot  agree  with  him  ia 
thinking,  that  notwithftanding  a  minifter's 
'  being  complained  of  by  the  people  in 
general,  we  ought  not  to  inquire  into  his 
conduft,  ufilefs  we  are  ourfelves  convinced 
that  his  meafures  have  been  wrong.  With- 
out an  inquiry  we  can  no  more  determine 
this  queftion,  than  a  judge  can  declare  a 
man  innocent  of  any  crime  laid  to  his 
charge,  without  a  trial. — Common  fame  is 
a  fufficient  ground  for  an  inquifition  at  com- 
mon law;  and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  the 
general  voice  of  the  people  of  England 
ought  always  to  be  looked  on  as  a  fufficient 
ground  for  a  parliamentary  inquiry. 

*  But,  fay  gentlemen,  what  is  this  minifter 
accufed   of?    What    crime    is  laid  10   his 

pharge .?  For  unlefs  forae  crime  is  ftated  to 

have 
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have  htefi  committed,  no  inquiry  ought  to  ^  "j^  ^• 
be  fet  on  foot,   ^ir,  the  ill  pofture  of  our  ^— -v-^ . 
affairs,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  the  me- 
lancholy fitaation  we  are  in ;  the  diftrefles 
we  are  now  reducedto ;  are  fufficicnt  caufes 
for  an  inquiry,  even  fuppofing  he  were  ac- 
cufed  of  no  particular  crime  or  mircondu6L 
The  nation  lies  bleeding,  perhaps  expiring. 
The  balance  of  power  has  received  a  deadly 
blow.     Shall  we  acknowledge  this  to  be  the 
cafe,  and  (hall  we  not  inquire  whether  it  nas 
happened  by  raifchance,  or  By  the  mifconduft 
of   our    minifler.*^    Before  the   treaty  of 
Utrecht,  it  was  the  general  opinion,  that  in 
a  few  years  of  peace  we  ftiould  be  able  to 
pay  off  mod  of  our  debts.     We  have  now 
been  near  thirty  years  in  peace,  at  leaft  we 
have  never  been  engaged  in  any  war  but 
what  we  unnecefTarily  'brought  upon  our- 
felves,   and  yet  our  debts  are  nearly  the 
fame, 

'  Is  there  not  a  fufpicion  that  the  public 
money  has  been  applied  towards  gaining  a 
corrupt  influence  at  eleftions  ?  Is  it  not  be- 
come  a  common  expreflion  to  fay,  "  The 
flood^atejs  of  the  treafury  are  opened  againfl: 

,  a  general 
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'•  a  general  ele6Hon  ?*'   Will  any  gentleman 
.  fay  this  is  not  a  crime,  when  even  private 

corruption  has  Arch  high  penalties  infli6ied 
upon  it  by  exprefs  ftatute  ?  A  minifter  that 
commits  this  crime,  and  makes  ufe  of  the 
public  money  for  that  purpofe,  adds  bi-each 
of  truft  to  the  crime  of  corruptibri;  and  as 
the  crime,  when  committed  by  him,  is    of 
much   more  dangerous  confequence   than 
when  committed  by  a  private  man^  it  be- 
comes tnore  properly  the  bbjeft  of  a  par- 
liamentary inquiry,  and  ought  to  be  more 
feverely  punifhed^ 

*  This  fhews  the  infignificaticy  of  the.aff: 
mentioned  by  the  hon*  gentleman,  with  re- 
gard to  that  fort  of  corruption  which  \s 
called  bribery ;  and  with  regard  to  the' other 
fort  of  corruption^  which  confitts  in  giving 
or  taking  away  pofts^  and  refufing  prefer- 
ments, which  depend  upon  the  will  of  the 
crown;  this  aft  is  ftill  more  infignificant> 
becaufe  it'is  not  neceffary;  it  would  ieven 
be  ridiculous  in  a  minifter  to  tell  any  man 
that  he  gave  him  a  place  or  refufedhim  pre- 
ferment, on  account  of  his  voting  for  or 
againft  any  minifterial  meafuire  in  Parlia- 
menti  or  any  minifterial  candidate  at  an 

^  eleftion. 
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deflion.    If  he  makes  it  his  conftant  rule  chapi 


IV. 


1  never  to  give  a  place,  or  preferment,  but  to 

thofe  who  vote  for  his  meafures  and  his 

candidates,  and  makes  examples  of  difmiff- 

^  I  iftg  thofe  who  vote  otherwife,  it  will  have    ' 

)  the  fame  effeft   as  when  he    declares   it 

openly. — ^Will  any  gentleman  fay,  that  this    n 

has  not  been  the  praftice  of  the  minifter? 

J.  Has  he  not  declared,  in  the  face  of  this 

Houfe,  that  he  will  continue  to  make  this        » 
\    his  praftice?  And  will  not  this  have  the 
I    fame  efFe6l  as  if  he  went  feparately  and  dif- 
•    tinftly  to  every  man,  and  'told  him,  in  ex-  , 
■    prefs'  terms ;  '^  Sir,  if  you  vote  for  fuch  a 
meafure,  or  fuch  a  candidate,  you  fhall  have 
the  firft  place  or  preferment  in  the  gift  of . 
the  crown  ; .  if  you  vote  otherwife,  you  muft 

not  expeft  to  keep  what  you  have/' 

« 

*  Gentlemen  cry.  What!  will  you  take 
from  the  crown  the  power  of  preferring  or 
calhiering  the  officers  of  our  army?  No, 
Sir;  this  is  neither  the  defign,  nor  will  it  be 
;  the  efFcfl,  of  our  agreeing  to  this  motion. 
The  King  has,  at  prefent  an  abfolute  power 
of  preferring  or  caftiiering  the  officers  of 
our  arniy.  It  is  a  prerogative  he  may  make 
ufe  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  public ;  but, 

like 
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^  "v^  ^'  like  other  prerogatives,  it  may  be  made  a 
wrong  ufe  of;  and  the  minifter  is  anfwerable 
to  Parliament  When  it  is. 


1748. 


.  •  1  {hall'Cdnclude,  Sir,  with  a,  few  re^ 
faiarkS  upon  the  laft  argument  made  iife  of 
againft  the  inquiry  propofed.  It  has  been 
faid,  that  the  minifter  deHvered'ih  his  ac- 
counts  annually ;  that  thofe  accounts  have 
been  annually  paffed  and  approved  of  by 
Parliament ;  and  that  therefore  it  would  b6 
unjuft  to  call  him  now  to  a  general  account^ 
becaufe  the  vouchers  may  be  loft,  or  many 
tranfaftions  have  efcaped  his  memory; 
*Tis  true.  Sir,  eftimates  and  accoimts  have 
been  annually  delivered  in.  The  fbrms  of 
the  Houfe  made  that  neceffary  •  but  were 
any  of  thofe  eftimates  or  alccounts  ever  pro- 
perly inquired  into  ?  Were  not  all  queftibns 
for  that  pufpofe  rejefted  by  the  minifter's 
friends  in  Parliament?  Has  not  the  Parlia- 
ment  always  taken  them  upon  truft>  and 
paffed  them  without  examination?  Gaii 
fuch  a  fuperficial  pading,  to  call  it  no  worfe^ 
be  deemed  a  reafon  for  not  calling  him  to  a 
new  and  general  account  ?  If  the  fteward  t& 
an  infant's  eftate  (hould  annually,  for  twepty 
years  together,  deliver  in  his  accounts  ta 

the 
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th^  guar^dian^^^^  artd  if  the  guardians^  th^oug    *^^'* 
tiegligence,  or .  for  a  Ihate  of  the  plunder,  W^ 
fiiould  annually  bifs  his  accounts  without    ^^ 
any  examination^  or  at  ledft  Withbut  any  ob« 
je£kion^  would  that  be  a  teafod  far  fayhigi 
that  it  would  be  uniuH  in  the  infant  to  cdt 
^is  fteward  to  an  account  whein  he  eatne  of 
age  ?  elpecially  if  that  fteward  had  builfc 
and  furnifhed  fumptuous  palacds.  aiid  hadj    ^ 
durinjji  the.  whole  time,  lived  at  a  mucli 
greater  expence  than   his  vifibte-^  income 
could    2^ff6^d,   and  yet   nevertheleis   had    , 
.amaffecl ;  Jfreat  f idhes.    THe  pfiblic),  S»!r,  is 
always  in  a  ftate  of  infaneV ;  tlietefore  iid 
Jirelcfiption  dan  be  plea^^d  againft  it,  lior 
even  a  general  releafe^  jf  thete  appea^^  tne 
Icaft  !caufe  to  JTufpecl  that  it  Ws  iultepu- 
^tioully  obtained.     Public  ^  Vouchfer?  ought 
alw^s  to  remain  upon  recprd;  iior  odght 
there  to  be  any  public  ex  pence  without  a 
proper  voudhe^f ;  therefore,  the  cafe  of  the 
public  is  ftill  ftronget  thaii  that  of  iny  in- 
dividual.   Thus  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
made  ufe  of  this  objeftion  muft  fee  of  how 
little  avail  it  dan  be  in  the  cafe  now  beforci    • 
us ;  and  confequtntly  I  hope  we  Qiall  h&rA 
his  concurrence  in  the  queftion^* 
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Ury  T^a- 
voeuvrc 


This  motion  was  indeed  agreed  to,  arid  at 

«74»-    committee  was  appointed;  but  the  meafure 

was  rendered  abortive  by  a  parliamentary 

auiry  dc    mancpuvreJ    Several  of  t^e  perfons  brouffht 

parliament  bcTore  the  comnnttce  to  be  examined,  re- 

•     fiiled   ta   anfwer,    uif^ing,   that  by  .their 

anrweirs  they  niigljt  poffifcjly  criminate  them- 

felves.    This  objeSion  being  r^portpd  'to 

the'  Houfe,  a  bill  was  immediately  brought 

inanapaiTed,  to  indeiphify  all  perfons  for 

the  difco varies  they  made  before  the  com- 

ihitt^.    'VVheh  th}$  bill  c^me  into  thp  Houfc 

of  Lords,  Lord  Cart^rei  bppo^Mii  moft 

viofemly,    ^ntf  the  , bill  was  "  ttiroWnL  out. 

Some  of  the  mimlteri^l  party  in  the  Hbiife 

of  Coiftmoiis  affected  tp  be  very  ahgiy; 

"but  all  pr€>£eeding$  dropt,  and  the  Earl  'o£ 

'  Or/ord  continued  undifturbed  during  the 

remainder  of  his  life^ 
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fc  H  A  i^.    V. 

ord  Cmcrct'}  afandency  in  the  Clo/d.-^Enteri 
into  the  Gtrtfianmeiirures. — Takes  the  Hanoveriafi' 
Troop  into  Britifii  fdp — Mr.  Pitts  fpeech 
ugainjl  that  meajure^— Death  of  Lord  Wilming- 
ton^ and  Mr/Peihdm's  dccejjion  to  the  iTreaJury. — 
Mn  Pill* s  fpeech  dgdinji  the  addrejsj  di  ike 
torjivtencemini  of  the  Seffto%  afttr  the  Battle  of 
Dettingerik-^Mr.  Pitfs  fpeech  ttgaihft  toting  fnoniy 
for  &  Briti/h  Ar^fny-  to  ferve  in  Flanders^-^The 
wh&le  kingdom  applauds  his  oppofttioii  inParlia- 
nunL-r^The  Duchefs  Dowiger  of  Marl^orwgk 
leaves  him  a  handfome  legacy; 

•  O^D  Catiiriti  by  adopting  the  politics 
^  of  ihe  elofet,  became  a  favourite  in  it.    ,^., 
He  ehtei*ed  vrarmly  into  the  m^afufe&  of  the  i^rd  car- 
fcontinent^  particqlarly  thofe  iii  ftipport  pf  cSaciiy 
the  Hpufe  bf  Atiftria  agaihft  France,  for  'cWfet 
which  purpofe  he  took  l6,c66  Hanoverian 
troops  into  Britifli  pay;  and  marched  theiil 
Into  the  Low  Countries;     tlpoh  thfe  riiotibri  .  _ 
for  granting  the  itibhey  fbr  the  payment  of  Hmoven. 
thefetrbopsi  6n  the  i6th  of  December  174'2.  ^'io?'!- 
there  was  a  long  qebatCj  m  which  Mh  Pitt 
ipoke  againft  the  inotionj  in  reply  to  Mr; 

H  2  Hmr^ 
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^^'v^'  tJ^'^y  Fox,  at  that  time  furveyor  of  the 
board  of  works^  and  afterwards  Lord 
Holland. 


i74«' 


|Ui  troopf . 


*  If  the  gentlemen,  did  Mr.  Titt,  who 
Jc«^^'*  have  fpoke  in  Fupport  of  this  motiort,  are^ 
jCnwCTi.  as  they  pretend,  determined  to  abandon  their 

prefent  fentinients  as  foon  as  any  better 
meafures  are  propofed,  the  niiniftry  will 
^quickly  be  deprived  of  their  ableft  defen- 
ders ;  for  I  think  the  meafures  which,  have 
hitherto  been  purfued,  fo  weak  and  per- 
nicious, that  fcarcely  any  alteration  can  be 
proppfed  that  will  not  be  for  the  advantage 
of  the  nation. 

*  They  have  al  ready  been  informed  there 

was  no  riec^ffity  for  hiring  auxiliary  troops, 

iihCfc  it  dbes  not  yet  appear  that  (either  jnftice 

^^r  policy  required  uis  to  engage  in  the  quar« 

rels^of  the  continent,  that  there  was  anV 
need  of  forming  an  army  in  the  LowCoun- 
tries,  or  that  in  order  to  form  an  army  apx- 
iliaries  were  neceftary/ 

«  But,  not  to  dwell  upon  difputablc  quef- 
tions,  I  think  it  may  be  juftljr  cotocli^ded, 
that'ilie  meafures  of  our  mmiftry  have  hefen 

ill 
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ill  coiicertefl^  becaufe  it  h   undoubtedly  ^^^/* 
WTOi^g  to  fquander  the  public  mojiey  with^ 
out  efiefl^  and  to  pay  armies  oxily  to .  be. 
a  IJiew  to  «ur  friends,  and  a  jeft  to  our 
eneipi^s^ 

*  TJie  troops  of  Hanover,  whom  we  are 
now  expefled  to  pay,  marched  into  the  Low 
Countries  indeed,  and  ftill  remain  in  the 
fame  places ;  they  marched  to  the  place 
moft  dtflant  from  the  enemy,  leaft  in  dan* 
ger  of  an  attack,  and  moft  ftrongly  fortified, 
if  any  attack  had  been  defigned ;  nor  have 
any  claim  to  be  paid,  but  that  they  left 
their  own  country  for  a  place  of  greater 
fecurity,  ^ 

*  It  i&  always  reafbnable  to  judge  of  the 
future  by  the  paft,  and  therefore  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  fervices  of  thefe  troops  will 
not  next  year,  be  of  equal  importance  with 
that  for  which  they  are  now  to  be  paid : 
And  I  (hall  not  be  furprifed,  though  the 
opponents  of  the  minxftry  (hould  be  chal- 
lenged, after  fuch  another  glorious  cam-^ 
paign,  to  propofe  better  men,  and  told  that 
the  money  of  this  nation  cannot  be  more 
properly  employed  ^han  ip  hiring  H^noye^ 
f  ians  to  eat  and  C^eep^ 

H3  'But 
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*  But,  to  prove  yet  more  pgLrticiilarfy 
that  better  hicafiires  may  be  taken,  and  that 
more  ufeful  troops  may  be  retained,  and  that 
therefore  the  hpn.  genjtlcman  *Vnay  be  ex- 
pcfted  to  quit  thpfe  tp  whom  they  now 
adhere,  I  fliall  fhew  that,  in  hiring  the 
forces  of  Hanover,  we  have  obftruCled  our 
pwn  defigns ;  that  we  have,  inftead  of 
affifting  the  Queen  pf  Hungary,  yrithdrawn 
part  of  the  allies  from  her,  and  that  we 
have  burthened  the  nation  with  troops  fron^ 
which  np  feryice  can  be  reafpnably  expcfted. 

5  The  adyocates  for  the  mipiftry  have, 
on  this  pccafion,  affeded  to  fpeak  of  the 
balance  pf  ppwer,  thp  Pr^gmatip  Sahftipn, 
and  the  preferyatipn  of  the  Qiiepn  of  Hun- 
gary, npt  only  as  if  they  were  tp  be  the 
phief  care  lof  Great  Britain,  yhich,  though 
eafily  controvertible,  might  perhaps,  in 
compliance  with  long  prejudices,  be  ad- 
mitted ;  but  as  if  they  were  to  be  the  care 
pf  Great  Britain  alone ;  ai  if  the  power  of 
France  were  formidable  to  no  pthpr  people ; 
as  if  no  other  part  of  the  wprld  would  be 
injured,  by  becoming  a  pref  to  an  univerfal 
monarchy,  and  being  fubjefted  to  an  arbi- 
trary government  of  a  French  deputy ;  by 
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heiqg  drained  of  its  inhabitants,  o^;ily  to  ^  \^  '• : 
extend  the  conqueib  pf  its  mailers,  and  to  ^^C^ 
make  other  nations  equal  ly  miferable ;  and 
by  being  oppreffed  with  exorbitant  taxes^ 
levied  by  military  executiouf^  and  employed, 
only  in  Aipporting  the  ft^tc  of  its  oppreflbrs. 
They  dwell  upon  the  importance  of  public 
faith,  and  the  neceflity  of  an  ex  aft  obferva- 
tion  of  treaties,  as  if  the  Pragmatic  Sanation 
had  been  figned  by  no  other  potentate  than 
the  King  of  Great  Britain;   or  as  if  the 
public   faith  were  to  be  obligatory  to   u.$ 
only, 

/ 

^  That  we  fliould  inviolably  obferve  our 
treaties,  and  obferve  them,  though  fevery 
other  na'tion  fhould  difregard  them;  that 
we  (houjd  (hew  an  example  of  fidelity  td 
mankind,  and  ftand  firm,  though  we  fhould 
ftand  alone,  in  the  praSice  of  yirtue,  I  (hall 
readily  allow ;  and  therefore  I  ^m  far  from 
fidvifing  that  we  ftjould  recede  fromi  pur 
ftipulations,  whatever  we  may  fufier  by 
adhering  to  them, 

*  But  furely  that  for  the  fame  reafon  we  s 
obferve  our  own  ftipulations,  we  ought  to 
excite  other  powers  likewife  to  the  obferva- 

H  4  tion 


'{%ff  ANBCOOTSS  AND  nPBBCRES 

^%^*:  tfoh  of  thcTiM.  The  Prajjhi^ub  Simaten 
Vr^  ^as  confirmed  pot  only  %  the  King  of 
Great  $ten,  but  by  t^Q  Eleftor  of  H »n- 
over,  who  is  therefore  equally  6bliged  to 
defend  the  HovSt  of  Auftria  ag?ini^  the  at. 
tacks  of  any  foreign  power,  atid  to  fend  his 
V  proportion  of  troops  to  fupport  the  Qucca 
of  Hungary.  ' 

^  Whether  thefe  trpOps  have  been'  fent, 
thofe  whdfe  province  obliges  them  to  haver 
fome  knowledge  with  foreign  affairs  cati 
better  inform  the  Houfe  than  I ;  but;  fince' 
we  have  not  heard  them  mentioned  in  this 
debate,  and  have  found  by  experience  that 
jiooe  of  the  merits  of  that  Ele6l<>rate  arc  . 
paffed  over  in  filence,  it  may,  I  think, 
fairly  be  concluded,  that  the  diftrefles  of 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  have  yet  receivecf 
no  alleviatioq  from  her  alliance  with  Han-? 
over ;  thst  her  complaints  have  moved,  no 
compaifion  at  t|iat  court,  nor  the  juftice  of 
iiei*  0a;ife  obtained  any  regard. 


what  can  be  imputed  this  ntglU 
gence  of  treaties,  this  difregard  of  juftice, 
this  defeat  of  companion,  but  to  the  per^ 
jpi^ioujf  <ioofife|s  of  th9ie  picn  who  have 

?i<ivifed 
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frtlvifed  his  Majcfty  to  Mre  to  Great  Britain  ^\^^' 
thofe  troops  which  he  (hoald  have  employed 
in  the  afiiftance  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary?^ 
for  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  his  Majefty 
has  nu>re  or  lefs  regard  to  juftice  a&  King 
of  Great  Britain  than  as  Eledor  of  Han-* 
over ;  or  that  he  would  not  have  fent  his' 
proportion  of  troops  to  the  Auftrian  army, 
had  not  the  temptation  of  greater  profit 
}}een  indttftrioufly  laid  before  himt 

♦  But  this  is  not  all  that  may  be  urged 
againll  this  condu£l;  For,  can  we  imagine 
that  the  power  of  France  is  lefs,  or  that  her 
defigns  are  lefs  formidable  to  Hanover  than 
to  Great  Britain  P  Or  is  it  lefs  neceflary  fof 
the  fecurity  pf  Hanover  that  the  Houfe  of 
^uftria  fhould  b^  re-eftabli(hed  in  its  former 
grandeur^  and  enabled  to  fupport  the  libera 
ties  of  Europe  againft  the  bold  attempts  iht 
univerfal  mbnarchy? 

9  If,  therefore,  our  affiftance  be  an  aft  of 
^ohefty,  and  granted  in  confequence  of 
treaties,  why  may  it  not  equally  be  required 
of  Hanover  ?  And  if  it  be  an  aft  of  gene* 
lOfity,  wliy  (hould  this  nation  alone  be 
^Wige4  fwrificje  her  own  intereil  to  that  of 

Qtherf? 
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^^vV'  Others?    Or  why   fhould  the  Eleaor  of 
^"^^^^  Hanover  exert  his  liberality  at  the  expeixce 
of  Great  Britain  ?  - 

•  If  is  now  too  apparent,  that  this  great, 
this  powerful,  this  formidable  kingdom,  is 
conlidered  only  as  a  province  to  a  defpi- 
cable  Eleftorate ;  and  that,  in  confequence 
of  afcheme  formed  long  ago,  and  invaribly 
purfued,  thefe  troops  are  hired  only  to  drain 
this  unhappy  nation  of  its  money.  That 
they  have  hitherto  been  of  no  ufe  to  Great 
Britain  or  to  Auftria^  is  evident  beyond 
controverfy ;  and  therefore  it  is  plain  that 
they  are  retained  only  for  the  purpofe  of 

Jlanovert 

*  How  much  reafon  the  tranfaftions-  of 
every  year  have  given  for  fufpetting  this 

•  ridiculous,  ungrateful,  and  perfidious  par- 
tiality, it  is  not  neceffary  to  mention;  I 
doubt  not  but  mod  of  thofe  who  fit  in  this 
Houfe  can  recolleft  a  great  number  of  in-r 
(lances,  from  the  purchafe  of  part  of  the 
Swedifli  dominions,  to  the  contra6l  which 
we  are  now  called  upon  tq  ratify.  ,  I  hope 
few  have  forgotten  the  memorable  ftipula- 
pon  fpr  the  Heflian  trpqps ;  or  the  forces 
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of  the  Duke  of  Wolfenbuttel,  which  we  <^%f '• 
were  fcarcely  to  march  beyond  the  verge  of  ^^^^^ 
their  own  country ;  or  the  ever-memorable 
treaty  pf  which  the  tendency  is  difcovered 
in  the  name*.  The  treaty  by  which  we 
difunited  ourfelves  from  Auftria,  deftroyed 
jhat  building  which  we  may  perhaps  now 
endeavour,  without  fuccefs,  to  raife  again ; 
and  weakened  the  only  power  which  it  wa« 
pur  intereft  to  ftrengthen. 

f  To  dwell  upon  all  the  infiances  of  par- 
tiality which  have  been  (hewn ;  to  remark 
the  yearly  yifits  thatliave  been  made  to  that 
pountry ;  to  reckon  up  all  the  fums  that  have 
been  fpent  to  aggrandize  and  enrich  it^ 
would  be  at  once  invidious  and  tedious ; 
Nor  (hall  I  dwell  any  longer  on  this  un- 
pleafing  fubjefl;  than  to  exprefs  my  hopes 
that  we  Ihall  no  more  fufFer  ourfelves  to  be 
deceived  and  oppreffed  j  that  we  fliall  at 
length  perform  the  duty  of  the  reprelenta- 
fives  of  the  people;    ^nd,  by  refufing  to 

*  In  the  dehate  upon  the  Hai)»ver  treaty  (anno  1725),  it  waf- 
^Hedged,  by  Mr.  Horath  W'alpoU^  *f  That  the  treaty  beUveen  the  f 

Emperor  and  King  of  S]pain  might  probably  be  cemented  by  a 
match  between  the  elded  daughter  of  the  fofmcr  (now  Queen  of 
^angary),  and  the  Infant  Don  Carlos.'? 
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^^^^^  faufy  tiii|5  contraQ^  fliew  that,  however  the, 
^•^2^^  intereft  of  Hanover  has  been,  preferred  by. 
the  minifters,  the  ParUament  p^ys  no,  re- 
gard but  to  that  of  Great  Britain/ 

'    The  motion  was  agreed  to,  upoaa.divi* 
fion  of  560  againft  193. 

»  ,     ■ 

?oJ?wiu     I^  J^^y  17 iSrl^ord  Wilmington  died,  and 

■*^'*«^    Mr.  Felham  fucceeded  him  at  the  treaJTurx, 

{I^ftSjr   and  Mr.  Winnington  fucceeded  Mr.  Pelham 

^^^      in  the  office  of  paymafter.     On  the  22d  of 

Decembei;  1743;  Mr.  Sandys  being  created 

a  peer,  Mr,  Felham  was  made  chancellor  of 

the  cxchecjuest 

On  the  ift  of  December  1743,  Parliament 
met.  The  Kings's  fpeech  recited  the  affairs 
of  the  continent,  which,  from  the  Jate  battle 
^t  Dettingen,  and  other  events,  had  engaged 
the  public  attention.  The  ufual  motion  for 
an  addrefs,  in  anfWer  to  the  King's  fpeech, 
brought  on  a  long  debate,  in  which  Ml^f 
]fitt  fpoke  againft  the  motion  ;  viZf 


Hr.  Fiit'^      *  From  what  is  now  propofed  we  may  fee, 

Vip^  the  that  whatever  change  we  'have  got,  or  may 

get,  with  refpeflt  to  foreign   meafures,  by 

the 
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the  late  change  in  our  admmiftiratioti^  the  *V^ 

nation  is  td  expeft  no  change  'with  refpefl  ^*v^, 

to  our  domeftic  affairs.  *  in  foreiga  aJBPairs  I 

Ih'alt  grant  we  have  felt  :a  very.Temarkable 

change.    From  one  extreme  our  admini^ 

Oration*  have  run  tlofe  to  the  verge  of  ana. 

i:her.    Oar  former  minifter  ^betrayed  the  iiii* 

•tereft  of  his  country  by  his'^pufillanimity; 

our  prefent  rainifter  (meaning:  Lord  Carterd) 

Tacrifices  it  by  his  quixotifm.    Oar  former 

minifter  Was  for  negotiating  ^  with  all  the 

world  i  our  prefent  is  forifighting  againft  all 

the  world.     Our  former  miilifter  was  for 

-agreeing  t;o  every  treaty,  though  never  fo 

dilhonourable  ;  our  prefent  will  give  ear  to 

ho  treaty,  though  never  fo  reafonable,  Tlhus 

both  appear  to  be  extravagant^  but  With  this^     ' 

'diiference,  that  by  the  extravagance  of  our 

prefent,  the  nation  will  be  put  toainach 

greater  charge  than  ever  it  was  by  thef  puiil* 

lanimity  of  our  former.   '.• ' 

.1      , 

*  The  hon,  gentleman  who  fpokelaft  w|s 
in  the  right  when  h^  faid,  in  the  begiflning 
of  the  feffion  we  could  know  nothing  irf  a 
parliamentary  way  of  the  meafures  that  fadd 
been  purfued.  I  believe  we  fhall  know  bs 
Irttlc  in  that  way  at  the  end  of  thcij^dn; 

for 
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this,  as  well  as  in  every  other  flep  of  his 
domefiic  condud,  follow  the  exampfle  of  hb 
predecseffor,  hy  gating  a  negative  |>ut  lipoli 
every  .xnotton  , that  may  tend  towards  oCir 
icquixing  any  parliamentary  knowledge  alt 
.  our^lbtesqeafuxes.    But  if  we  haVe  no  know?* 
Jedge  of  thcmy  furely  itis  asdrdrig  an  fttgu- 
:mtf^  fdt  our- not  appro ving,  as  it  can  be: far* 
«iur.nptianfwering ;  and  if  nothipg  relating 
f,^olif.  Ifit^mcafures  had  been^propofed.to 
f|)e  ihferted  mour  addrefs  upon  jthis  occdfioOi 
-l^ftjftuld  not  have  takien  the '  leaft  notice  of* 
th«B^ ;  but  whether  I  have  any  parlianaent- 
j»ry,  knowledge  orno,:  when  afl  approbation 
ifi-propofcd,.  it  lays  me  under  a  neceffity  to 
vmakc.ufeof  the  knowledge  I  have,  whatever' 
•it  nSay  be,  in  order  to  determine  whether  I 
»aia  ito  join  or  not  in  the  approbation  pro- 
.  pbied.  '  Suppofe  I  had  no  knowledge  of  any 
of  our  late  meafures  but  what  I  have  ga- 
thered from  foreign  and  domeftic  newfpa* 
rperSi;  even  that  knowledge  I  rauft  make  uf* 
'  of  ;when  I  am  obliged  to  give  my  opinion 
of  them ;  and  when,  from  that  knowledge, 
L  think  them  wrong,^  I  ought  furely  to  re* 
^fufc  joining  jn  any  thing  that  may  look  like 
.  a9l.dpprobation;    Nay,  this  refufal  I  ought 

t# 
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to  perGft  in,  till  the  minifter  be  pleifed  to  ^%^^' 
furniffi  me  with  fuch  parliamentairy  kfiow-  '^^"^ 
lec^e  as  niay*  convince  me  that  I  have  been 
mtfinformed*     This,  I  fay,  ought  certainly 
to  be  my  conduft,  when,  from  the  know- 
ledge I  have,  I  find  more  reafon  to  con- 
demn than  approve  of  any  late  meafure  ; 
but  fuppofe  that,  from  the  knowledge  I  have* 
I  find  niore  reafon  to  approve  than  con-^ 
demn,  yet  eveii  in  that  cafe  I  ought  not  to 
approve,  unltffs-my  knowledge  be  fuch  as 
may  authorife,  that  approbation  ;  and  as  no 
fort    of  knowledge  but    a   parliamentary 
knowledge  can  warrant  a  parliamentary  ap- 
probation, for  this  reafon  alone  I  ought  to 
refufe  it ;  fo  that   if  whatt  is  now  propofed        # 
contains  iny  fort  of  approbation,  orrefufing 
to  agree  to  it  is  not  a  cenfure  upon  any  paft 
meafure ;  it  is  only  a  declaration  that  we 
have  not  Aich  a  knowledge  of  paft  meafures 
as  may  be  a  (ufficient  foundation  for  a  parlia- 
mentary appiobation.  '      • 

'  l^it-,-it  is  not  only  an  approbation  oT  ill 
that  our  minifters  have  advifed,  but  an  ac- 
knowledgment  of  the  truth  6f  feveral  fefts, 
which  upon  inquiry  may  appear  to  be  felfc ;  ' 
or  at  leail  they  are  fuch  as  we  Itave  feen  no 

proof 
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^Y^  aflert.    Suppofe  it  (hpuld  ,  appear  that  hj» 

^ajefty  was  expofed  to  few  or  no.  dajB^rs 

abroad,  but  what  he  is'  daily  expofed  to.at 

Jbome,  fuch  as  the  overturning  of  his  €oach# 

or  the^flifmbluig  of  his  horfe — ^would  not 

the  addrefs  propofed  bej  an  affront  and  an 

infult  upon  our  foyereign,  inftead  of  being 

„a  <;on^pliment  ?  Suppofe  it .  fliould  appear 

that  our  minifters  have  iheinrn  no  regard  to 

the  advice  of  Parliament,  and  that  they 

have  exert^  their  vendeav.QprSi:  not'  fot  the 

prefervatipn  of  the  Houfe  of  Aufttia,  but 

for  involving  that  Houfe  in  dangers^  which 

fH  ??l%ht  pth^ervfjfe  have  avoided^  and. which, 

iliieEeye,  it  will  hardly  be  poffible  for  ns  to 

.  ayeift  ;^  ^pofe  it  Ihould  appear  that  though 

•aJ)oydy  of  Dutch  troops  marched  to  the 

. Rhine,  they,  jiever  joined  our  army)  fup- 

ppfe  it  flipulc^  jippear  that  the  treaty  with 

.S^ardiniaeis  hot  yet  ratified  by  all  the  partijCS 

concerned,  or  that  it  is  fuch  a  one  as  cannot 

be  performed :  If  thefe  things  (hould  ap- 

t  pear,,  upon  an  inquiry,  would  not  fiich  an 

addrefs  ,  as  this .  appear  very   ridicutous? 

What  affurance  have  we  that  all  thefe  faHs 

.mayjaoffippear  to  be  as  I  have  fuppolibdi^ 

4 

*  Upon 
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^  Upon  the  death  of  the  late  Emperor  of  ^  \^  ^' 
Germany,  I  (hall  grant  that  it  was  the  ^"^^^ 
intereft  of  this  nation  to  have  had  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  eftabliOied  in  the  pofJTeffion  of 
her  father's  dominions,  and  her  hufband^  th^ 
Duke  of  Lorrain,  chofen  Emperon  This 
was  our  intereft,  becaufe  it  would  have  beea 
the  beft^feCurity  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
balance  of  power ;  but  we  had  no  other 
intereft,  and  it  was  an  intereft  we  had  in 
common  with  all  the  powers  of  Europef^ 
except  France.  We  were  notj  therefore^  to 
take  upon  us  the  fole  fupportof  this  in- 
tereft; and  therefore^  when  the  King  of 
Pruflia,  attacked  Silefia^  and  the  King  of 
Spain,  the  King  of  Poland  and  the  Duke  of 
Bavaria  laid  claim  to  the  late  Emperor's 
fucceflion  ;  we  might  then  have  feen  that  the 
eftabliflament  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  in 
all  her  father's  dominions  was  become  im- 
poflible,  efpedially  as  the  Dutch  refufed  to 
interfere  any  other  way  than  by  good  offices. 
What,  then^  ought  we  to  have  done  ?  Since 
We  could  not  preferve  the  whole,  is  it  not 
evident  that,  in  order  to  .engage  fome  of  the 
claimants  on/ our  fide,  we  ought  to  have 
advifed  her  to  yield  u»p  part  ?  This  we  ought 
to  have  infifted  on,  and  the  claimant  whom 

VouL  I  w* 
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^  "^  ^'  country  as  thofe  lordfhips  of  Silefia  claimed 
by  the  King  of  Pruffia. 
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*  This  I  fay,  Sir,  was  fufficient  to  confirm 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  in  her  obftinacy ; 
but  this  was  not  all.     We  had  not  only  pro- 
mifed  her  our  aflillance  againft  the  King  of 
Prufliaj  but  we  had  afclually  begun  a  ne- 
gotiation  for    a  powerful  alliance  againfl 
that  Prince,  and  for  parcelling  out  his  domi*" 
nions  amongft  tHe  allies.     We  had  folicited 
not  only  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  but  alfo 
the  Dutch  and  Mufcovites,  to  enter  into 
this  alliance  ;  and  we  had  been .  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  taking  both   Danes,  and  Heffians 
into  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  ule  of 
this  alliance.     Nay,  even  Hanover  put  her- 
felfto  a  great  ex  pence  upon  this^  occafion, 
by  making  an  ^  augmentation  of  near  one 
third  to  the  army  ihe  Taad  on  foot,  which  I 
believe  was  the  firft  extraordinary  expence 
flie  was  put  to  fince  her  happy  conjunftiort 
with*  England,    notwithftanding   the   great 
acquilitions   fhe  has   fince  made,  and  the 
many  expenfive  meafures  England  has  been 
involved  in,  upon  the  fole  account  of  that 
Eleftorate.      Therefore,  if  the   Queen   of 
Hungiary  (hewed  any  thing  like   obftinacy 

^     *      with 
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with  regard  to  the  claims  of  .Pruflia,  we  c"^^- 
may  ealily  perceive  to  whom  that  obftinacy  ^^*^J^ 
ought  to  be  afcribed;  and  to  whom  only 
the  misfortunes  which  afterwards  befel  that 
Princefs  ought   moft  juftly  to  be  imputed, 
Whilft  the  French  feemed  refolved  not  to 
interfere  in  the  affairs  of  Germany,  it  was 
eafy  to  promife  her  our  afliftance.     It  was 
fafe  to  engage  in  fchemes  that  might  con- 
tribute to  her  fupport,   as  well  as  to  the 
enlargement  of  the  dominions  of  Hanover, 
becaufe  Pruffia  was  certainly  not  an  equal 
match   for  the  Queen   of  Hungary  alone, 
and  much  lefs  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
fupported    by   Hanover,    and   the   whole 
power  of  Great  Britain.     During  this  pof- 
ture  of  affairs,  I  fay  it  was  fafe  for  us,  that 
is  to  fay  it  was  fafe  for  Hanover^  to  promile 
and  to   concert  fchemes  for  the  fupport  of 
the  Queeo  of  Hungary ;   but  as  fbon  as 
France  began  to  appear,  our.  fchemes  were 
all  dropt,  and  our  promifes  forgotten,  be- 
caufe it  began  then  to.be  unfafe  for  Ha- 
nover to  engage  in  the  affair,  and  England 
mofl  undoubtedly  is  not  to  regard  any  pro- 
mifes, or  to  engage  in  any  fchemes,  which 
can  poflibly  bring  Hanover  into  any  danger 
or  diftrefs, 
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•  From   this  time,  Sir,   we  thought   no 
more  of  affifting  the  Queeii  of  Hungary* 
except  by  thofe  grants  which  were  made  to 
her  by  Parliament.     Thefe  indeed  our  mi- 
nifters  did  not  oppofe,   becaufe   they  are 
fure  of  making,  fome  way  or  other,  a  job 
of  ev^ry  grant  made^by.  Parliament:  But 
from  the  ufe  that  was  made,  or  rather  the 
no  ufe  that 'was  rtiad?,  of  the  Danifti  and 
Heflian  troops,  notwithftanding  their  being 
continued  in  Britifh  pay,  and  from  the  in- 
fult  tamely  fuflfered  by  our  fquadron  in  the 
Mediterranean,  we  muft  conclude  that  our 
riiinifters,  from  tl\e  time  the  French  began 
to  interfere,  refolved  not  to  give  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  any  affiftance  either  by  feia  or 
land.     1  hus,  after  having  led  that  Princefs 
upon  the  ice  by  our  promifes,  we  left  her 
there,  to  ftiift  for  herfelf ;  by  which  means 
the  Duke  of  Bavaria  came  to  be  chofen  Em- 
peror, and  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  was  ftripped 
of  a  great  part  of  its  dominions,  and  in  the 
utmoft  danger   of   being   ftript   of  all,  if 
France    had   been  fo  inclined ;    but  what 
faved  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  v/as,  France  had 
a  mind  to  have  the  power  of  that  Houfe 
reduced,  but  not  to  be  abfolutely  ruined ; 
becaufe  the  power  of  the  Duke  of  Bavaria, 

then 
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then  Emperor,  would  have  been  raifed  to  a  ^^^^' 
higher  pitch  than  was  confiftent  with  the  ^*^^^ 
French  fcheme,  vjhich  was   to  make  the 
Princes    erf"   Germany  ruin  one  another  as 
much  as  pothble,  and  then  to  make  fuch  a 
partition  as  fhould  render  the  Houfes  of  • 

Bavaria^  Auftria,  and  Saxony,  pretty  near 
e(}ual.    ^ 

k  « 

*  This  prevented  the  French  from  fending 
fuch  a  powerful  army  into  Germany  as  they 
mi^ht  have  done ;  and  by  the  bad  condu6l 
of  the  generals,  they  fent  there,  and  the 
good  condu£l  of  the   Qiieen  of  Hungary's 
generals,  together  with  the  bravery  of  her 
troops,  her  affairs  in  Germany  took  a  new 
turn,  juft  about  the  time  of  the  late  change 
in  our  adminittration  ;   which  brings  me  to 
the  origin  of  the   meafures  that  are  now 
carrying  on  ;  and  therefore  I  mud  confider 
the  pollure  of  the  affairs  of  Eurdpe  at  that 
particular  time,  thht  is,  in  February  1742. 
But  before  I  enter  upon  that  confideration, 
I  muft  lay  this  down  as  a  maxim  which, 
this  nation  ought  always  to  obferve,  that 
though  it  be  our    intereft  to  preferve  a 
balance  of  power  in  Europe,  yet,  as  we  arc 
tlie  moft  remote   from  danger,  we  ought 
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^  "y^  ^'  always  to  be  the  leaft  fufceptible  of  jealoufy^^ 
[^  and  the  laft  to  take  the  alarm.    With  regard 
to  the  balance  of  power,  I  muft  obferve, 
that  this  balance  may  be  fupported  either 
by  having  one  fingle  potentate  capable  of 
oppofing  and  defeating  any  ambitious  defign 
of  France,  or  by  having  a  well- connetied 
confederacy  fqfficient  for  the  fame  purpofe^ 
Of  thefe  two  I  fhall  grant  that  the  firft  is 
the  moft  eligible,  when  it  can  be  had,  be- 
caufe  it  may  be  moft  fecurely  depended  on  5 
but  when  this  cannot  be  had,  the  whole 
addrefs  of   our  minifters   and   negotiators 
ought  to  be  employed  in  cftablilhing  the 
fecond.         - 

*  The  wifdom  of  the  firft  maxim,  Sir, 
muft  be  acknowledged  by  every  one  who 
confiders,  that  when  the  powers  upon  the 
continent  apply  to  us  to  join  with  them  in  a 
war  agaihft  Franc(?,  We  may  take  what  fliare 
in  the  war  we  think  fit ;  whereas,  when  we 
apply  to  them,  they  will  prefcribe  to  us ; 
and  whatever  art  fome  gentlemen  may  make 
ufe  of  to  frighten  themfelves,  or  to/righten 
others,  when  it  ferves  their  purpofe,  with 
the  dependency  of  all  the  powers  of  Europe 
upon  France,  we  may  reft  fecure,  that  as 
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often  as   they  are  in  any  real   danger  of  ^^^f' 
being  brought  ^  under  fuch  a  dependency,  ^T"''"*^ 
they  will  unite  among  themfelves  to  prevent 
it,  and  will  call  upon  us  forafliftance ;.  nay, 
if  they  flipuld  be  imperceptibly  brought 
under  fuch  a  dependency,  they  would,  as 
foon   as   they  perceived   it,  unite  amongft 
themfelves,  iand  call   upoh  us  to  join  with 
them  in  a  confederacy  againft  France,  in 
order  to  enable  them  to  (hake  off  that  de- 
pendency; fo  that  we  can  never  be  obliged 
to  ftand  alone  in  fupporting  the  balance  of 
power,  nor  (hall  we  ever  have  occafion  to 
call  upon  our  neighbours  on  the  continent 
to  join  with  U&  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  unlefs 
when  our  minifters,  for  fome  purpofes  and 
defigns  .of  their  'own,    pretend    dangers 
which  have  no  real  foundation  ;  for  Europe 
is   now  in  a  very  diflPerent   fiiuatjon  from 
what  it  was  in  the  time  of  the  Romans, 
Every  country  then  was  divided  into  To 
many  fovereignties,  that  it  was  impoflible 
for  the  people  of  any  one  country  to  unite 
atiiong  themfelves,  and  much  more  for  two 
or  three  large  countries  to  unite  in  a  ge- 
neral confederacy   againft  the  overgrown 
power  of   the  Romans ;    whereas   this   is 
pow  pra6licable,  and  always, may  be  prac- 
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'  This  brings  me  back  to  what  \  have  al- 
ready observed,  that  the  balance  of  power, 
in  Europe,  may  be  maintained  by  a  confe- 
deracy, as  fecurcly  as  it'can  be  by  fettir>g' 
up  any  one  power  as  a  rival  to,  the  power 
of  France.    And  now  let  me  examine  which 
of  thefe  two  methods  we  ought  to  have 
thought  on  in  February   1742.     The  Im- 
perial diadem    was   then   gone  from   the 
Houfe  of  Auftria ;  and  though  the  Queen 
of  Hungary's   troops  had  met  with  foxne 
fuccefs  in  the  winter,  (he  was  ftill  ftript  of 
a  great  part  of  the  Auftrian  dominions ;  /b 
that  the  power  of  that  Houf6  was  much  in* 
ferior  to  what  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  late 
Emperor's  death,  and  ftill  more  inferior  to 
what  it  was  in  the  year   1716,  when  we 
thought  it  neceffary   to  add  Naples  a,nd 
Sicily  to  i^s  former  acquifitionsi  in  order  to 
make  it  a  match  for  the  power  of  France. 
Belide  this,  there  was  thqn  a  moft  powerful 
confederacy  againft  that  Houfe,  and  no 
jealoufy  fubfifting  amongft  the  powers  of 
Europe  of  the  ambitious  defignsof  France; 

for 
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for  though  that  court  had  affifted  in  humiliat- 
ing the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  they  had  dif- 
covered  no  defign  of  increafing  their  own 
dominions.  But  on  the  other  hand,  by  the 
haughty  behaviour  of  the  court  of  Vienna, 
and  the  height  that  Houfe  had  been  raifed 
to,  a  jealoufy  had  arifen  amongrt  the  Princes 
of  Germany,  of  the  overgrown  power  of 
that  Houfe ;  which  jealoufy  had  firft  mani- 
fefted  itfelf  in  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  and 
was  at  this  very  time  fubfifting,  not  only  in 
the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  but  alfo  in  moft  of 
the  fovereign  Houfes  of  Germany.  In  thefe 
circumftances  it  was  impoffible  for  our  mi- 
nifters,  however  weak  and  erroneous  we 
may  fupppfe  them,  to  think  of  reftoring  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria  to  its  former  grandeur 
and  power,  or  of  fupporting  that  Houfe  as 
a  match  againfl:  the  power  of  France ;  be- 
caufe  in  fuch  a  fcheme  they  muft  have  feen 
that  they  wonld  not  be  cordially  affifted  by 
any  power  in  Europe,  and  that  they  would 
be  oppofed,  not  only  by  France  and  Spain, 
but  by  all  the  Princes  of  Germany  and 
Italy,  who  were  jealous  of  the  power  of  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria* 
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^  *  In  thefe  circumftances,  what  was  this 
nation  to  do  ?  What  ought  oijr  minifters  to 
have  done  ?  Since  it  was  impoflible  to  efta- 
blifh  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  upon 
the  fingle  power  of  the  Houfe  pf  Auftria, 
furely,  Sir,  it  was  our  buGnefs  to  think  oF 
reftoring  the  peace, of  Germany  as  foon  as 
polfible,   by  our   good    offices,    in   order 
thereby  to  eftablifti  a  confederacy  fufficient 
for  oppofing  France,   in  cafe  that   court 
fhould  afterwards  difcover  any  ambitious 
views.     It  was  not  now  fo  much  our  bufi- 
nefs  to  prevent  the  leffening  of  the  power 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  as  it  was  our  bufi- 
»efs  to  bring-about  a  fpeedy  reconciliation 
among  the  Princes  of  Germany,  and  to 
take  care  that  France  fhould  get  as  little  by 
the  treaty  of  peace,  as  (he  faid  fhe  expe6led 
by  the  war.     This,  I  fay,  ought  to  have 
been  our  chief  concern,  becaufe  the  preferv- 
ation  of  the  balance  of  power  was  now  no 
longer  to  depend  upon  the  fole  power  of 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  but  upon  the  joint 
power  of  a  confederacy  then  to  be  formed ; 
and  till  the  Princes  of  Germany  were  re* 
conciled    among    them'felves,    there    was 
fcarcely  a  poffibility  of  forming  fuch  a  con* 
federacy.    If  we  had  made  this  our  fcheme, 

the 
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the  Dutch  would  have  joined  heartily  in  it. 
The  Germanic  body  would  have  joined  in 
it ;  and  the  peace  of  Germany  might  have 
been  reftored  without  putting  this  nation  to 
any  expence,  or  diverting  us  from  the  pro- 
fecution  of  our  juft  and  neceflary  war 
againll  Spain,  in  cafe  our  differences  with 
that  nation  could  not  have  been  adjufled 
by  the  treaty  for  reftoring  the  peace  of 
Germany. 


CHAP. 
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*  But  OUT  new  minifter,  as  I  have  faid, 
ran  into  an  extreme  quite  oppofite  to  that 
of  the  old.    • 


*  Our  former  minifter  thought  of  nothing 
but  negotiating,  when  he  ought  to  have 
thought  of  nothing  but  war;  and  the  prefent 
minifter  has  thotight  of  nothing  but  war,, 
when  he  ought  to  have  thought  of  nothing 
but  negotiation. 

^  A  refolution  was  taken,  and  preparationa 
were  made^  for  fending  a  body  of  our  troops 
to  Flanders,  "feven  before  We  had  any  hopes 
of  the  King  of  Pruffia's  deferting  his  alli- 
ance with  France,  and  without  our  being 
called  on  to  dd  fo  by  any  one  power  in 

Europe : 
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^  "^  I*.  Europe :  I  fay.  Sir,  by  any  one  power  in 
^^-v^  Europe ;  for  I  defy  our  mihifters  to  fhew 
that  even  the  Queen  of  Hungary  defired 
any  fuch  thing  before  it  was  refolved  on.  I 
believe  fome  of  her  minifters  were  free 
enough  to  declare  that  the  money  thofe 
troops  coft  would  have  done  here  much 
more  fervice  ;  and  I  am  fure  we  were  fo  far 
from  being  called  on  by  the  Dutch  to  do  (b, 
that  it  was  refolved  on  without  their  parti- 
cipation, and  the  meafures  carried  into  ex- 
ecution, I  believe,  exprefsly  contrary  to 
their  advice. 

*  This  refolution,  Sir,  was  fo  far  from 
having  any  influence  on  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
that  he  continued  firm  to  his  alliance  with 
France,  and  fought  the  battle  of  Crotfka, 
after  he  knew  it  was  taken ;  and  if  he  had 
continued  firm  in  the  fame  fentiments,  our 
troops  could  not  have  been  of  the  leaft  fer- 
vice  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary ;  but  the 
battle  of  Crotfka  fully  convinced  him  that 
the  French  defigned  chiefly  to  play  one 
German  Prince  againft  another,  in  order  to 
weaken  both ;  he  then  difcovered  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  French  fcheme,  his  fhare  of 
Silcfia  was  not  to  be  fo  confiderable  as  he 
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expefted.    Thefe  conliderations,  and  not  chap^ 
the  wifdom  of  any  of  our  rainifters,  inclined  ^^^v^ 
him  to  come  to  an  agreement  with  the 
Queen  of  Hungary;  and  as  (he  was  now 
convinced  that  flie  could  not  depend  upon 
our  prbmifes,   {he   readily   agreed  to  his 
terms,  though  his  demands  were  now  much 
more  extravagant  than  they  were  at  firft ; 
and  what  is  worfe,  they  were  now  qnac- 
companied  with  any  one  promife  or  con- 
fideration,   except   that   of  a   neutrality ; 
whereas  his  firft  demands  were  made  pala- 
table by  the  tender  of  a  large  fum  of  money, 
and  by  the  promife  of  his  utmoft  affiftance, 
not  only  in  fupporting  the  Pragmatic  Sanc- 
tion but  in  railing  her  hufband  the  Duke  of 
Lorrain,  to  the  Imperial  throne.     Nay,  he 
even  infmuated  that  he  would  embrace  the 
firft  opportunity  to  aflift  in  procuring  her 
Houfe  an  equivalent  for  whatever  part  of 
Silefia  ftie  ftxould  yield  up  to  him. 

•  This  accommodation  between  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  and  the  Kipg  of  Pruffia,  and 
that  which  foon  after  followed  between  her 
and  the  Duke  of  Saxony,  produced  a  very 
great  alteration  in  the  affairs  of  Europe; 
but  as  they  promifed  nothing  but  a  neutra- 
lity, 
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c  H^  P.  lity,  and  as  the  Dutch  abfolutely  refufed  W 
join,  either  with  the  Queen  of  Hungary  or 
us,  in  any  ofFenfive  meafures  againft  France^ 
it  was  ftill  impoffible  for  us  to  think  of  re- 
ftoring  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  to  fiich  power 
as  to  render  it  a  match  for  the  power  of 
France ;  therefore  we  ought  ftill  to  have 
thought  of  nothing  but  negotiation,  in  order, 
to  reftore  the  peace  of  Germany,  by  an  ac- 
commodation  between  her  and  the  Em- 
peror ;  and  the  diftreffes  which  tlfe  Bavarian 
and  French  armies  ia  Germany  were  drove 
to,  furnifti  us  with  fuch  an  opportunity  as 
we  ought  by  all  means  to  have  embraqed^ 
and  to  have  infifted  on  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary's doing  the  fame,  under  the  pain  of 
being  entirely  deferted  by  us.  A  peace  was^ 
offered  both  by  the  Emperor  and  theFrench^ 
upon  the  moderate  terms  of  Uti  Pojfidetis^. 
with  refpeft  to  Germany;  but,  for  what 
reafon  I  cannot  comprehend,  we  were  lb 
far  from  advifmg  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to 
accept,  that  I  believe  we  advifed  her  not  to 
accept,  of  the  terms  offered. 

*  This,  Sir,  was»condu£lin'ourminifters 
fo  very  extraordinary,  fo  direftly  oppofite 
to  the  intereft  of  this  nation,  and  the  fecurity 
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bf  the  balance  of  power,  that  I  can  fuggeft  ^  "^^  p* 
to  myfelf  no  one  reafon  for  it,  but  their 
being  refolved  to  put  this  nation  to  the  ex- 
pence  of  maintaining  16,000  Hanoverians ; 
and  this,  I  am  afraid,  was  the  true  motive 
bur  new  minifters  had  at  firft  for  all  the 
warlike  meafures  they  refolved  oil*^    No- 
thing will  now  fatisfy  us  but  a  conqueft  of 
Alface  and  Lorrain,  in  order  to  give  theni 
to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  as  an  equivalent 
for  what  ftie  had  loft  ;  and  this  we  refolved 
bn,  or  at  leaft  pretended  to  refolve  on,  at  a 
time  when  France  and  Pruffia  were  in  dole 
conjunftion ;  at  a  ^inie  when  rib  one  of  thei 
powers  of  Europe  could  afhft  us^  at  a'tin^c 
when  none  of  them  entertained  any  jealoufy 
bf  the  ambitious  defigris  of  France ;  and  at 
a  time  wheri  moft  of  the  Princes  of  Germany 
entertained  fuch  a  jealoufy  of  the  power  of 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  that  we  hid  great 
reafon  to  apprehend  the  whole  Germanic 
body,  at  leaft  the  mbft  confidetable  Princes 
bf  Germany,  joining  againft  us^  in  cafe  wei 
fliould  meet  with  any  fuccefsi 

*  Sir,  if  bur  minifters  were  really  ferious 
in  this  fcheme,  it  was  one  of  the  moft  ro- 
mantic that  ever  entered  into  the  head  of 

Vol.  h  K  any 
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^^^^  any  Englilh  Don  Quixote;  and  if  they 
made  this  only  a  pretence  for  putting  this 
nation  to  the  expence  of  maintaining  i6,6oa 
Hanoverians,  or  of  acquiring  fome  new 
territory  for  the  Eleftorate  of  Hanover,  I 
am  fure  no  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons  ought 
to  approve  of  their  conduft. 

*  It  is  ridiculous'to  fay,  Sir,  that  we  could 
not  advife  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  accept 
of  the  terms  offered  by  the  Emperor  and 
France,  when  their  troops  were  cooped  up 
in  the  city  of  Prague,  becaufe  .  thefe  terms 
were  offered  with  a  view  only  to  get  their 
troops  at  Hberty,  and  to  take  the  firlt  oppor- 
tunity to  attack  her  with  more  vigour, — 
This„  I  fay,  is   ridiculous,  becaule,  if  fhe 
had   accepted  of   the   terms   offered,    fhe 
might  have  had  them   guaranteed  by  the 
Dutch,  by  the  German  body,  and  by  all 
the  powerful  Princes  of  Germany,  which 
would  have  brought  all  thefe  powers  into^a 
confederacy  with  us  againft  the   Emperor 
and  France,  if  they  had  afterwards  attacked 
her  in  Germany  ;  and  all  of  them,  but  ef- 
pecially  the  Dutch  and  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
would  have  been  ready  to  have  joined  us, 
if  the  French  had  attacked  her  in  Flanders. 

It 
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It  is  equally  ridiculous  to  fay,  that  (he  ch^a^- 
Could  not  accept  of  thefd  terms,  becaufe,  1^43. 
they  contained  nothing  for  the  feCiirity  of 
her  dominions  in  Italy ;  for  fuppofe  the  war 
had  continued  iii  Italy,  if  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  had  been  fafe: ;  lipon  the  fide  of 
Germarly,  fhe  could  have  poured  fuch  a 
number  of  troops  into  Italy,  as  would  have 
been  fufEcient  for  Oppofing  and  defeating 
all  the   armies  that  both  the  French  and 

.  Spaniards  could  have  fent  to,  aiid.  main- 
tained in  that  country  ;  fince  we  could,  by 

,our  fuperior  fleets,  have  made  it  impoffible 
for  the  French  arid  Spaniards  to  maintain 
great  armies  in  that  country* 

.  *  Nd  teafori  can  therefore  be  affigri'ed  for 
the  Queen  of  Hungary^s  refufing  the  terms 
offered  her  for  teftoriilg  the  tranquillity  of 
Germany,  but  this  alone,  that  we  had  pro- 
miffed  to  aflift  her  fo  efFeftually  as  to  enable 
her  ta  Conquet"  a  part  of  Frande,  by  way  of 
equivalent  for  what  fhe  had  loft  iri  Germany; 
and  fuch  an  affiftarice  as  is  neither  our  iri- 
tereft  nor  in  our  power  to  give,  as  the  cif- 
cumftances  of  Europe  ftand  at  prefent^  I 
am  really  furprifed  how  the  Queen  of  Hutt-* 
gary  came  to  truft  a  fecond  time  to  our  pro- 

K  2  mifesj 
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^  ^^  P'  uaifes ;  for  I  may  venture  to  prophefy  that 
^  "N^^  (he  will  find  herfclf  afecond  time  deceived j 
for  we  ftiall  certainly  abandon  her  as  fooa 
.as  Hanover  comes  to  be  a  fecond  time  in 
danger.  From  all  which  I  mull  conclude^ 
thatjOur  prefent  fcherae  of  politics  is  funda* 
mentally  wrong,  and  that  the  longer  we 
continue  ta  build  upon  fuch  a  foundation^ 
the  more  dangerous  it  will  be  for  (is.  The' 
whole  fabric  will  involve  this  unfcMrtunate 

•nation  in  it'^s  ruins.  .     _ 

» 

; 

^  I  wifl  now  examine  Out  conduft  during . 
the  laft  campaign.  As  this  nation  muB 
bear  the  chief  part  of  the  expence,  it  was 
certainly  our  bulinefs  ttf  profecute  tha  war 
with  all  poffiWe  vigour,  to  come  to  aftion 
as  foon  as  poflible,  and  to  pufli  every  ad- 
vantage to  the  utmoft.  Since  we  foon  found 
we  could  not  attack  the  French  upon  the 
,  .  fide  of  Flanders,  why  were  our  troops  fa 
long  marching  into  Germany  ?  Or  indeed 
I  fliould  alk,  why  our  array  was  not  firft 
aflembled  in  that  country .?  Why  did  they 
continue  fo  long  inaftive  upon  the  Maine  ? 
If  our  army  was  not  numerous  enough  for 
attacking  the  French,  why  were  the  H^f- 

fian^ 
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fians  left  behind  for  fome  time  in  Flanders  ?  ^  ^^  '• 
Why  did  we  not  fend  over  20,00a  of  thofe  ^^^ 
regular  troops  that  were  lying  idle  at  home? 
How  to  anfwer  all  thefe  queftions  I  cannot 
tell ;  but  it  is  certain  we  never  thought  of 
attacking  the  French   army  in  our  neigh- 
bourhood^ and  I  believe  expefted  very  little 
to  be  attacked.     Nay,  I  doubt  much  if  any 
aftion  would  have  happened   during  the 
whole  campaign,  if  the  French  had  not,  by 
the  mifconducl  of  fome  one  or  other  of  our 
generals,  caught  our  army  in  a  hofe  net, 
from  which  it  could  not  have  efcaped,  if  the 
French  generals  had  all  obferved  the  direc-r 
tions  of  their  commander  in  chief,  and  had 
thought   only  of  guarding  and  fortifying 
themfelvcs  in  the  defiles,  and  marching  up 
to  attack  our  troops.      Thank  God,  the 
courage  of  fome  of  the  French  generals  got 
the  better  of  their  diferetion,  as  v/ell  as  their 
military  difcipline.    This  made  them  attack, 
inftead  of  waiting  to  be  attacked;  and  by  the 
bravery  of  the  Englifti  foot,  and  the  cowar- 
dice of  their  own,  they  met  with  a  levei*Q 
repulfe,  which  put  their  whole  army  into    ^ 
confufion,   and   obliged   it  to  .  retire  with 
precipitation  over  the  Maine,  by  which  our 
l^jrroy  efp^pecj  the  fnar^  they  h^d  been  le4 
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^\^^'  into,  and  got  libertj^  to  purfije  their  retrea^t 
to  Hanau, 

^  This,  Sir,  was  a  fignal  advantage ;  but 
did  we  pufli  this  advantage  ?  Did  we  pur- 
fue  the  enemy  in  their  precipitate  retreat 
over  a  great  river,  where  many  of  them  muft 
have  been  loft,  had  they  been  clofely  pur- 
fued  ?  Did  we  endeavour  to  take  the  leaft 
advantage  of  the  confufion  they  had  been 
thrown  into  by  their  unexpe6led  repulfe  ? 
No,  Sir,  the  ardour  of  our  Bi^itifli  troops 
was  reftraiped  by  the  cowardice  of  the 
Hanoverian;  and  inftead  of  purfuing  the 
enemy,  we  ourfelves  ran  away  in  the  night- 
time, and  in  liich  hafte,  that  we  left  all  our 
wounded  to  the  mercy  and  care  of  the 
enemy,  who  had  likewife  the  honour  of 
burying  our  dead,  as  well  as  their  own. 
This  aftion  may  therefore,  on  our  fide,  be 
called  a  lucky  efcape ;  but  I  (hall  neve;" 
give  my  confent  to  honour  it  with  the  nanie 
pf  a  vifctory,         • 

^  After  this  efcape,  Sir,  our*  army  wa^ 
joined  by  ^  very  large  reipforcemept.  Di4 
this  revive  our  courage,  or  give  us  any  better 
flpmach    for    fighting?    Not  ^    bit.    Sir, 

Thougl^ 
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Though  the  French  continued  for  feme  time  ^  "^  ^' 
upon  the  German  fideof  the  Rliine,  we  never  ^^"^^^^ 

-T         .  '  1743. 

offered  to  attack  them,  or  to  give  them  the 
l^aft   difturbance:      At  laft,    upon   Prince 
Charles's  approach  with  the  Auftrian  army 
under  his  command,  the  French  not  only 
re-pafled  the  Rhine,  but  retired  quite  out 
of  Germany ;  and  as  the  Auftrian  army  and 
the  allied  army  might  then  have  joined,  and 
might  both  have  pafl'ed  the  Rhine  without 
oppofition  at  Mentz,  or  almofl:  any  where 
in  the  Palatinate,  it  was  expefted  that  both 
armies  would  have  marched  together  into 
Lorrain,  or  in  fearch  of  the  French  army, 
jn  order  to  force  them  to  a  battle;  but  ir*- 
ftead  of  this.  Prince  Charles  niarched  up 
the  German  fide  of  the  Rhincr— to  do  what? 
To  pafs  that  great  river,  in  the  fight  of  a 
French  army  equal  in  number. to  his  own, 
whicbi  without  fome  extraordinary  negletl 
in  the  French,  was  imprafticable  ;  and  {'o  it 
was   found  by  experience.      So  that  the 
whole  campaigo,^  upon  that  fide,  was  con- 
fumed  in  often  attempting  what  as  often  - 
appeared  to  be  impra^Ucable. 

^  On  the  other  fide,  I  mean  thlit  of  the  al- 
lied army,   was  there  any  thing   done  of 

K  4  confequence  ? 
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confequence  ?  I  know  of  nothing  but  that 
of  fending  a  party  of  Huffars  intQ  Lorraia 
with  a  manifefto.  The  ^rmy,  indeed,  paflpd 
the  Rhine  at  Mentz,  and  marched  up  to  the 
French  Hnes  upon  the  frontier  of  Alface,. 
but  never  oflfered  to  pafs  thofe  lines  until 
the  French  had  abandoned  them,  I  believe 
with  a  defign  to  draw  our  army  iatq  fome 
fnare ;  for  upon  the  French  returning  to^ 
wards  thofe  lines,  we  retired  with  much 
greater  hafte  than  we  had  advanced,  though, 
the  Dutch  auxiliaries  were  then  pome  up^ 
and  pretended,  at  leaft,  to  be  ready  to  joii^ 
our  army ;  though,  as  I  have  heard,  they 
found  a  pretence  for  never  coming  into  the 
line  ;  and  it  may  be  doubted  if  they  wbul4 
have  marched  with  us  to  attack  the  French 
army  in  their  own  territories*  But  fup- 
pofe  this  Dutch  detachment  had  been  ready 
to  march  with  us  to  attack  the  Freqch  in 
their  own  territories,  or  to  ir^veft  fpme  of 
their  fortified  places,  it  could  have  given 
me  no  Joy  ;  and  therefore  I  cannot  join  in 
any  congratulations  upon  that  event ;  for  a 
fmall  c|etachment  of  Dutch  ^roops  can  never 
enable  us  to  execute  the  vaft  fcheme  we  have 
undertaken.  The  whole  force  of  that  Re* 
public  would  not  be  fufficient  for  that  pur- 

pofe ; 


OP  THlt  EARL  OF  CHATHAM.  ^m 

pofe;  bpc^ufe  we  fliould  have  the  majority  <^k  a*. 
of  the  Empire  againft  us ;  and  therefore  if  ^"^^J^ 
the  Dutch  h^d  joined  tQtis  viribus  in  our 
fcheiqe,  inftead  of  congratulating  I  fhould 
have  been  fp^ry  foy  their  infanity  4t  our  , 
inftigation. 

^  While  we  continue  profecuting  thi^ 
fcheme,  the  Hanoverians  indeed  will  be 
confiderable  gainers,  let  whoever  will  be 
the  Jofer,  becauie  they  will  d^aw  4  or 
500,0001.  yearly  from  this  nation,  over  and 
above  what  they  have  annually  drawn  from 
us  ever  fince  they  had  the  good  fortune  to 
|)e  united  with  us  under  %\tt,  fqn^e  fpyereign, 

*  I  had  almoft  forgot.  Sir,  to  take  notice 
pf  the  ttegty  of  Worms ;  and  I  wifh  afterr 
ages  may  never  take  notice  of  it.  I  wifli  it 
PQuld  be  erafed  out  of  our  hiflory ;  for  that 
treaty,  is  one  of  the  moft  deftruftive,  unjuft, 
and  ridiculous  treaties  we  ever  made;  By 
that  treaty  we  have  taken  upon  ourfelves  a 
{)urthen  which  may  be  more  than  we  caq 
fupport ;  and  we  have  engaged  in  fuch  an 
*  aft  of  injuftice  towards  Genoa  as  muft 
alarm  all  Europe,  and  give  the  French  a 
fignal  advantage;  for  from  thence  all  the 

princes 
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princes  of  Europe  will  fee  what  regard  we 
have'  to  juftice,  where  we  think  we  have 
power;  and  therefore  moil  of  them  will 
probably  join  with  France  in  curtaihng  our 
power,  or  at  lead  in  preventing  its  increafe* 

If  the  hon.  gentleman  had  ferioufly  in^ 
tended  that  what  he  propofed  ftiould  be 
unaniraoufly  agreed  to,  he  would  have  re- 
turned to  the  ancient  cuftom  of  Parliament, 
which  fome  of  his  new  friends  have  fo  often 
upon  former  occafions  recommended.  It  is 
a  new  doftrine  to  pretend  that  we  ought  in 
,our  addrefs  to  return  a  favourable  anfwer  to 
every  thing  mentioned  in  his  Majelly's 
fpeech.  It  is  a  do6lrine  that  has  prevaile:d 
only  fince  our  Parliament  began  to  be  as 
acquiefcent  as  a  French  Parliarnent, 

T 

^  If  we  put  a  negative  upon  this  addrefs, 
it  may  awaken  our  minilters  out  of  their 
deceitful  dream.  If  they  flop  no3v;,  the 
nation  may  recover  ;  but  if  by  fuch  a  flat-, 
tering  addrefs  we  encourage  them  to  go  on, 
it  may  foon  become  impoffible  for  them  to 
retreat;  and  therefore,  for  the  fake  of  Europe, 
and  my  country,  I  fhall  mofl  heartily  joiq 
IP  putting  a  negative  upon  it,' 

The  addrefs  was  agreed  tg,      ^ 
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On  the  12th  of  January  1744,  the  report  chap, 
from  the  Committee  of  Supply  being  made  \y'^'^ 
to  the  Houfe,  viz.  '^  That  634,344!.  be 
granted  for  defraying  the  charge  of  21,358 
effeftive  men,  to  be  employed  in  Flanders 
ip  1744,"  Mr.  Pitt  fpoke  againft  agreeing 
with  the  committee,  in  this  refolution,  to 
tjie  following  purport, 

*  As  it  is  not  the  cuftom,  at  this  time,  to  spcccH 
lay  before  Parliament  any  information  of  i^g  ^"^7 
our  public  meafures,  which,  as  well  as  the  ^J^j"  ^ 
motives  for  adopting  them,  are  too  great 
fecrets  to  be  communicated  to  this  Houfe, 
I  proteft  I  know  nothing  of  them ;  nor  can 
I,  from  any  public  appearances,  judge  of 
thenj*     No  man  can,  who  has  not  an  in- 
timate  correfpondence  with  fome  of  our 
minifters  of  the  clofet,  which,  I  thank  God, 
I  have  not ;  and  therefore  if  I  miftake,  or 
miftate;  our  late  or  prefent  meafures,  I  hope 
the  gentlemen,  who  think  themfelves  happy 
in  having  fuch  a  correfpondence,  will  exculb 
gind  correti  me, 

?  There  are  two  points.  Sir,  which  ought 

•  to  be  confidered,  and  fully  difcuffed,  before 

we  agree  to  the  hon,  gentleman's  motion  ; 
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^  ^A  ^-  and  they  are,  firft,  the  end  df  our  gwing^ 
affiftance  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary;  and^ 
feciond,  the  manner  iq  which  we  are  to  givie 
that  afliilance,  If  the  French  dill  in&ft 
npon  taking  a  great  part  of  the  Queen  o£ 
Hungary's  4oininions  in  Germany  from  her, 
^nd  giving  thpm  to  the  Emperor,  in  order  to 
induce  him  to  agree  to  their  taking  Flanders^ 
we  ought  to  endeavour,  totis  viribus^  to 
prevent  iiich  2^  fcheme^s  taking  effeft ;  be- 
cauie  the  monarchy  of  France  is  already 
piore  powerful  than  is  qoQfiflent  with  t?hQ 
fafety  of  Europe, 

*  If  the  procuring  the  Queen  of  Hungarjr 
^n  equivalent ,  from  France  be  the  end  op 
defign  of  our  maintaining  an  army  in 
Flanders,  it  is  fo  evidently  impraHicable, 
that  I  api  convinced  it  cannot  be  the  true 
end.  It  'muft  be  a  pretenice  made  ufe  of  fop 
covering  feme  hidden  defign,  \vhich  our 
minifters  dare,  not  own,  and  which  woukt 
certainly  draw  a  fevere  punilhment  upoA 
them,  if  it  fhould  be  proved  againft  them  ; 
I  mean  that  of  lavifliing  the  blood  and 
treafure  of  England^  for  the  fake  of  getting 
an  opportunity  to  maintain  16000  Hanove- 
ri^ns,  or  for  the  fake  of  getting  fome  little 

territories 


OP  TH^  EARt  OF  GHAtkAltf. 


^5f 


tef ritoiies  added  to  the  dominions  of  that  ^  "y^  ^^ 


*  I  will  now.  Sir,  offer  a  few  words  con^ 
cerniiig  the  manner  in  which  we  ought  to 
aflift  the  Queen  of  Hungary.    It  (hould  be 
our  maxim,  never  to  aflift  any  of  our  con- 
tinental allies  with  a  great  numbef  of  troops^ 
They  have  no  occafion  far  our  inen,  and  the 
Qu6en  of  Hungary  lefs  than  any  other.    She 
has  men  in  abundance.      She  only  wants 
money  to  arm  and  fuppoit  thenf.     There- 
fore,  the  only  manner  in  which  we  ought  w 
think  of  fupporting  her,  or  any  other  of  o^r 
dlies  upon  the  continent,  is  with  our  money 
and  our  na\'y.    And  my  reafon  for  kying 
this  down  as  a  maxim  is,  not  Only  becaufef 
the  fea  is  our  natural  element,  but  becaufe 
it  is  dangerous  to  our  liberties,  as  well  as  de-- 
ftruftive  to  our  trade,  to  encourage  great 
numbers  of  our  people  to  make  the  prdfef- 
fion  of  arms  their  trstde,  fo  as  to  depend 
tipon   that  alone  for  their  livelihood.     A 
farmer,  a  day-labourer,  a  cobler,  may  be  di 
good  foldier,  if  you  take  care  to  have  himf 
properly  difciplined,    and  always  will   be" 
ready  to  defend  his  country,  in  cafe  of  an  at- 
iatk }  but  as  he  has  another  way  of  living^r 

he 
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Ije  may  be  a  good  fubjeft ;  whereas  a  matt 
who  has  no  other  way  of  living,  can  nevdr 
be  a  good  fubjeft,  efpecially  in  a  free? 
country ;  and  for  this  feafoh  we  otight  to 
have  as  few  of  them  as  poffible,  either  abroad 
or  at  home;  At  leaft  they  ought  never  to 
be  kept  long  in  the  fefvice  ;  for  after  a  long 
difufe,  there  are  very  ffew  of  therti  can  af- 
terwards turn  to  any  induftrious  employ- 
ment for  their  fupport. 

*  Another  reafon  is,  Sir,  bedaiife  cuftoril 
has  made  our  ttoops  more  expenfive  than 
thqfe  of  any  other  country ;  and  therefore 
our  money  will  always  be  of  more  fefvice  to 
our  allies,  becaufe  it  will  enable  them  to 
raife  and  maintain  a  greater  number  of 
troops  than  we  can  furnifh  them  with  for  the 
fame  fum  of  money.  This,  Sir,  may  be 
proved  by  figures.  By  the  motion  now 
before  us,  our  own  troops  in  Flandefs  are 
to  coft  us  for  nextyeair  634^344!.  and  I  fup- 
pofe  the  16,000  Hanoverians  will  coft  us 
near  400,000!-— To  thefe  two  fums  I  (hall 
add  200,oool.  for  cojitingent  money ;  for  I 
believe  we  flia^l  find  that  this  article  for  laft 
year  amounts  to  a  much  larger  fum.  Thefe 
three  articles  make  1,234,344!.  I  fliall  call 
>  it 
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it  the  even  fum  of  i,200,cx>ol.  which  we  ^  "^  p- 
inufl:  pay  next  year,  for  maintaining  an  army   ^^^J^ 
37,000  men.    Now  if  we  had  fent  this  fum 
to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  let  us  fee  what 
an  additional   number  of  men  ftie  might 
have  maintained  with  it.  By  feveral  treaties, 
and  particularly  by  the  acceffion  of  the 
States-General  to  the  Vienna  treaty  of  1731, 
the  charge  of  1000.  foot  is  fixed' at  10,000 
guilders    per    month ;    which    in   fterling 
money,  at  the  rate  of  10  guilders  16  ftivers 
per  pound  fterling,  is  926I. ;  and  the  charge 
of  1000  horfe  is  fixed  at  30,000  guilders 
for  the  fame  time,  which  is  2778I. ;  fo  that 
i,20o,oool.  would  have  maintained  near* 
108,000  foot  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  or 
near  36,000  horfe  ;  or  it  would  have  main- 
tained an  army  for  her  of  54,000  foot  and  . 
18,000  horfe   for  the  enfuing  year;  and  I 
muft  afk  even  our  minifters  if  they  do  not 
think  that  an  additional  army  of  72,000, 
men,  to  be  employed  in  the  common  caufe, 
as    they    are    pleafed    to   call  it,    would 
have  been  of  more  fervice  to  her  than  our 
37,000  men  in  Flanders  ?  For  though  1  will 
not  allow  that  any  of  her  troops  are  better 
than  the  Britifti,  yet  I  may  take  upon  me  to 
fay,  that  the  worft  of  her  troops  are  better 

than ' 
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pofed  to  be; 
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^  But  now.  Sir,  fuppofe  we  c6uld  think 
it  of  advantage  to  the  common  caufe  to^ 
aflift  the  Queen  of  Hungary  with  troops 
inftead  of  money,  the- very  worft  place  we 
tould  think  of  fending  thefe  troops  to,  or 
employing  them  in,  is  Flanders.  If  we  had 
formed  no  army  there,  the  French  would 
have  formed  no  army  therfe.  Whereas,  if 
we  form  an  army  next  fummeJr  in  Flanders, 
though  we  do  not  begin  to  aft  bffenfivfely 
with  that  army,  as  I  firmly  believe  we  dd 
'  iiot  intend  to  do,  it  may  furnifh  the  French 
with  ah  excufe  for  attacking  the  Queen  of 
ilungary  in  that  country,  and  that  excufe 
ihay  be  admitted  by  the  Dutch,  who  fe^ni 
at  prefent  to  have  no  fort  of  jealoufy  of 
France. 

I 

^  In  fiiort.  Sir,  as  I  could  at  firft  fee  n6 
reafon  for  fending  our  troops  to  Flandersf, 
iinlefs  it  was  to  furnifh  our  minifters  with  Qt 
pretence  for  loading  us  with  the  mainten- 
ance of  i6,cioo  Hanoverians,  I  can  now  fee 
Ao  rtafon  for  our.keeping  them  there,  unleft 
h  be  to  furnifh  a  pretence  for  continuing 

that 
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that  load  upon  us ;  arid  as  I  think  our  keep*  ^  ^^  ^^ 
ing  them  there  may  be  attended  with  infinite  ^*TJ^ 
danger  to  the  caufe  of  the  Queen  of  Hiin- 
garyi  I  Cannot  therefore  agree  with  the  re^ 
port  of  the  committee/ 


The  report  was  agreed  tp; 

Soitie  apology  or  explanation  is  neceflary^ 
For  inferting  the  preceding  fpeeches,  undef 
the  name  of  Mr.  Pitt. — :The  reader  has  un- 
doubtedly obferved,  that  the  ftyle  in  which 
they  are  written^  does  not  feem  to  prefervd 
Mr.  Pitt's  language  or  phrafe;  but  they 
have  beefa  printed  in  the  Parliamentary 
Debates  of  this  period ;  and  it  has  not  come 
to  the  Editor's  knowledge  that  there  is  any 
better,  or  even  any  other^  account  of  them 
extant*  They  were  written  by  a  Mr*  Gordon^ 
aminifterof  thechurcTi  of  Scotland^  origin- 
ally for  the  London  Mj^azine — when  Dr* 
Samuel  Johj\jon  had  ceafed  to  write  the 
fpeeches  for.the  Gentleman's  Magazine ;  ot 
rather  when  Cai)e^  the  printer  of  that  mif-» 
cellany^  was  puniftied  for  printing  theniA 
Gordon  continued  fgriie  iketches  of  themi 
with  left  accuracy,  arid  in  inferior  langbagCi 
but  with  mo;*€.  aif^mion  tQ  the  arguinent^ 

Vol*  L  L  tiritU 
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CHAP.  yjj|.ji  |.j^^  death  of  Frederick  Pnncc  of  Wales^ 
^***v^  in  1751.  His  praftice  was  to  go  to  the 
coffee-houfes  contiguous  to  Weftminfter 
Hall,,  where  he' frequently  heard  the  mem- 
bers converfing  with  each  other  upon  what 
had  pafled  in  the  Houfe ;  and  fometimes  he 
gained  admiflion  into  the  gallery;  andas  he 
was  known  to  a  few  of  the  gentlemen,  two 
or  three  of  tHera,  upon  particular  occaiions, 
furnilhed  him  with  fome  information. 

Mr  Pitt  "^^^  vigorous  oppofition  which  Mr.  Pitt 
tfppiaudcd  j^a  J  rnade  in  Parliament  to  the  meafures  pur- 
whoie       f^^^  f^j.  ^jjg  defence  of  Hanover,  raifed  him 

■ 

very  high  in  the  efteem  of  the  Englifh  nation. 
He  had  for  fome  years  been  admired  as  an 
orator — he  was  now  revered  as  a  patriot. 
The  fpirit  and  energy  which  diftinguifhed 
his  parliamentary  conduft,  evinced  that  he 
-was  aftuated  by  principle)  not  by  an  illiberal 
paflion  to  difplay^the  fuperiority  of  his 
talents ;  that  his  oppofition  was  the  refult  of 
coiiviftion,  not  of  pique ;  that  it  was  not 
founded  in. a  perfonal  confideratibn  of  tKe 
men  who  held  the  offices  of  government, 
but  in  an  indignant^  abhorrence  of  the 
iBiieafures  which^  he  faid,  infulated  Great 
Brkii^  from  a  partieipation  of  ttie  ^d vant^ 

*gel 
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Ages  her  money  was  voted  to  procure,  ana   ^^^^- 
gave  her  a  light  to  demand,  ^^^ 

Aniorigft  the  mdny  perfoiis  of  elevated  jJ^J^^' 
i-ank  who  honoured   this  condu6l  oiF  Mr.  i^"/j;,yi^^ 
Pitt  with   the   warrneft  approbation,  was  Sndfome 
Sarah  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Marlb&Tough.  ^^^^* 
This  lady,  by 'a  codicil  to  her  will,  dated  on 
the  1  ith  of  Auguft  1744,  gave  to  Mr.  Pitt  a 
legacy^  in  thefe  words  *  ;— ^ 

"  1  ialfo  give  to  Willinm  Pitt,  of  the  parifh 
*•  of  St.  Jamesj  within  the  liberty  of  Weft- 
""'  miriftef,  Efq.  the  fum  of  Ten  Thoufand 
"  Pounds,  upon  account  of  his  merit,  inthtf- 

noble  defence  he  has  made  foi-  the  fupport  ^ 

of  the  laws  of  England,  and  to  prevent 

the  ruin  of  his  country." 

^  Sht  4ied  in  06bber  following)  and  the  money  wss  psid* 
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CHAP.     VI. 

$ 

State  of  the  Minifiry. — Lord  Carlijie  difappointed 
of  Privy  Seal. — Lord  Cobham  joins  the  Pelhams. 

,  — Lord  Granville  oppofed  in  Council^  and  re^ 
Jtgns. — The  Broad  Bottom  Minifiry  appointed. — 
Mr.  Pittas  reply  to  Sir  Francis  Dajhwood^  on 
the  Addrefs. — Mr.  Pitt's  reply  to  Mr.  Hume 
Campbell,  on  the  Noblemen* s  Nexu-^raifed  regi- 
ments. 

CHAP.  Tj^ROM  the  \\m^  \h?x  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
-*-  had  been  compelled  to  relinquifli  the 
government,  the  Britifh  councils  had  not 
been  influenced  by  the  principles  of  any 
fyftem,  plan  or  regulation.  It  was  a  go- 
vernment of   expedients,  proceeding  for- 

statcof  the  tuitoufly ;  too  covvardly  to  aft  upon  a  bold 
meaiure,  and  too  ignorant  to  irame  a  wile 
one.  The  members  of  the  cabinet  being 
compofed  of  deferters  from  all  parties^ 
becanie  a  faftion,  without  confidence  in 
each  other.  Lord  Bath^  who  had  been  1 
their  creator,  was  the  only  cement  which 
>    held  them  together. 

It  has  been  obferved  that  Lord  Carteret^ 
who  had  been  made  fecretary  of  ftate  by 

Lord 
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Lord  Bathy  had  gained  an  afcendenqr  in  the  ^\^^ 
clofet,  by  favouring  the  prediledions  of  the  ^"^^^^ 
King    refpetling  Hanover.     This  afcend- 
ency  alarmed  the  oth^r  members  of  the 
cabinet.     They  beheld  with  jealoufy  Lord 
Carteret^s    increafing    influence  with    the 
King.     There  was,  however,  a  manly  firm- 
nefs   and    dignified    deportjnent   in  Lord 
Carteret^s  condufl.     His  German  meafures 
were  always  communicated  to  the  Britilh 
cabinet  in  the  Jirji  inftance ;  nor  was  there  '     ^  . 
any  attempt  ever  made  to  carry  them  into 
execution,  until  they  had  been  propofed  to, 
and  adopted  by,  his  colleagues  in  office. 
But  had  the  King  concerted  them  fecretly 
with  his  Hanoverian  council,  and  not  com- 
municated the  information  to  his  Britilh 
n^tnifters,  until  it  was  neceflary  to  involve 
his  Britilh  dominions  in  the  expence,  and 
when  it  was  too  late  to  make  any  alteration ; 
—it  is  more  than  probable  that  Lord  Car- 
teret  would,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  iiave  laid  the 
feals  at  his  Majefty's  feet. 

It  has  long  been  feen  clearly,  and  faid  by 
wife  and  hofieft  men,  that  the  foundation  of 
all  other  fatlions  is  the  fafclion  at  court.  The 
pourt  faflion,  which  had  been  lately  formed 

I.  3  by 


'  *^\t.^*  by  LordJEUiA,  gay/e  xifc  to  feyeral  fmStipss^ 
^J^J^^  During  thefe  difpute$  J^ord  Cobhqm  and  hx^ 
friends  kept  aloof* 

t 

The  qnfettled  ftate  pf  th^  miniftry-  wa^ 
lAade  apparent  to  the  M^hple  ^cingdom,  by 
the  contention  araongft  them  for  the  office 
pf, privy  feai,  which  Lord  Gox^en  b^d   re^ 
figned.    i.ord  Bath^^  who  interfered   upon 
.    |his  Qccafion,  and  aSefcted  to  a^  by  the 
authority  of  the  l^ing,  fent  for  Lor4  Qarlifle^ 
ivnl^iTa^  and  ^ilured  his  I^ofdfhip  h^  fl^i^ld  ^  ap^ 
|h°e  pAvy  poipte4  to  it ;  and  Lord  Cg/rlijlfi  )tfe9ught 
^  ''       himfelf  fo  fure  of  the  place,  that  he  iqfgr^ne^ 
his  friends  the  appointment  w^s  m^de.     T^ii^ 
Pelhams  refitted  this  fcheme  of  Lord  Balk's 
with  all  their  might ;  a^id  ^he  Du^^c  pf  iViw- 
qajllc  went  to  the  Kii^g  and  depended. the 
place  for"  Lprd  Cfiolr^ndeley.     Tbofc  who' 
knew  the  King  faid  his  Majafty  was  taken 
by  furprife,  and  coAfented  with  reluSapce. 
Sey^rail  other   alterations  were  i3W<4e,   by 
which  the  power  pf  LordjB^iA's  frie^d^  w^ 
decreafed,  and  that  of  the  Pelhams  advanced. 
This  arrangement,   however,   w^Sr  but  of 
fhort  duration.    The  two  parties  continyed 
\^  Jftruggle  for  fuperiority, 

^  war 
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A  war  with  France  was  the  fevourite  ^\1'' 
meafure  of  the  King  at  this  time,  on  account  """^^^ 
of  his  German  dominions,  which  were  ex- 
pofed  to  the  enmity  of  France,  by  his  alli- 
ance with  the-  court  of  Vienna ;  and  Lord 
Carteret^  who  was  now  become  Earl  Gfan-^ 
ville,  by  the  death  of  his  mother,  entering 
fully  into  his  Majefty  s  views  refpefting  this       , 
war,  became  a  favourite  in  the  clofet. 


The  circumRance  of  ^  favourite  iii  that 
fituation  was  a  matter  of  great  alarm  to  thofe 
who  eoQld  not  endure  a  rivaL  Sixteen 
ihonfand  Hanoverian  troops  were  lafl:  year 
taken  into  Britifli  pay.  This  liieafure  was 
jpxtremely  obnoxious  to  the  nation.  Lord 
Granville  avowed  thie  meafure,  and  being 
fecure,  as  he  thought,  of  the  King's  fupport, 
he  treated  his  colleagues  with  feme  hauteur^ 
in  a  debate  in  council  upon  it. 

The  Pelhams  were  now  convinced  that  LordCob. 
Lord  Granville  w^s  both  their  rival  and  their  the  Pci- 
enemy ;  and  therefore  they  refolved  to  re-       *    ' 
move,if  poflible,  fo  dangerous  a  competitor. 
In  order  to  carry  this  point,  their  firft  ftep 
was  to  ftrengtben  their  party^    They  made 
oveirtures  |:o  J-ord  Cobham,  who,  jit  the  re^ 

h4:  queft 
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^ISJAP.  queft  pf  the  Duke  of  Newcafile,  met  his 
^f^THy^  Grace    at    Lord   Harringtons.       At  this 
meeting  the  accelFion  of  Lord  Cobham  Mras 
fettled.     The  principal  terras  were,  that  the 
cxpences  of  the  Hanoverian  meafures  fhou  Id 
be  diminjfhcd,   and    that    his  LordChip's 
friends   fhould   be  included    in  the   next 
change  of  the  miniftry.    With  refpeft  to 
his  Lordfhip  and  the  Grenvilies,  the  matter 
was  eafy ;   all  the  difficulty  was  concerning 
Mr.  Fitt.     The  King  had  entertained  a 
violent  prejudiceagarnft  him,  on  account  of 
fais  oppolition  to  German  meafures.     This 
prejudice  Lord  Grenville  was  fuppofed  to 
have  increafed,  by  ftating  in  the  clofet,  more 
than  once,  Mr.  A'ii's  parliamentary  conduft 
^n  the  moft  u^nfavourable  light.     The  Duke 
of  Newcaflle  promifed  to  remove  this  pre- 
judice  from  the  King-s  mind,  and  to  ac- 
commodate Mr.  Pitt  at  a  future  period, 
which  he  affured  Lord  Cobham  fliould  not  bo 
far  diftant. 

The  jun6iion  of  Lord  Cobham  mih  thq 

Pelhams,  influenced  feveral  others  to  follow^ 

^  his  example  \  fuch  as  Sir  John  Hind  Cotton f 

Mr.  Waller 3   Mr.  Doddington^  and  many 

more ;  fo  that  this  junftion  had  the  cffeft 

"   9( 
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of  a  coalition  of  parties.  Indeed  it  muft  be  ^  ^^^^ 
eonfeffed  that  all  parties,except  Lord  Bath\  ^"^^^ 
joined  in  oppofing  Lord  Granville. 

This  union  was  negotiated  and  completed 
during  the  fiimmer  and  autumn  of  lyi^.r— 
The  fiiil  effefts  of  it  were  felt  by   Lord  &aie 
GrcmviUe,  iij  a  council  called  on  the  affairs  ^oiSSSJ** 
of  Hanover,   previous  to  the  meeting  of 
Parliament;  when  his  Lordfhip  propofed  to 
contintie  the  fixteen  thoufand  Hanoverian 
troops  in  Britifti  pay,  for  the  year  1745. 
This  propofition  was  flrongly  oppofed,  and 
the  council  divided  upon  it.     Four  and  hirii^ 
Celf  were  for    it,   and  eleven    again  ft    it^ 
Eight  thoufand  only  was  the  number  agreed 
upon. 

Upon  this  defeat  Lord  Granville  took  hij  j^^ 
jrefolutioh  to  refign;  and  accordingly  waited  ^SSJ*^ 
f>n  his  Majefty,  on  Tuefday  the  fourteenth 
pf  November  1744,  and  refigncd  the  feals, 

A  new  adminift ration  was  immediately  ^^^ 
^rmed,  or  perhaps  had  been  already  form-*  ippSttS^k 
ed ;    which,  from  the  circumftance  of  its 
having  arifen  out  of  the  coalition  of  parties 
l]ready  iQentioned^^  was  commonly  deno* 

woatc4 
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<^^AP4  minzted  ike  Brdad Bottom.  [The  particulars 
•^  of  this  change  the  reader  will  fiqd  in  the 
general  lift  of  changes  at  the  end  of  the 
work."] 

Parliament  met  in  November  1744,  and 

exhibited  fuch  a  fcene  of  unaniiaity  as  had 

not  been  fe^n  finee   the  King's  sccefiion. 

§jii^    T^h^  feffioa  clpfed  on  ,the  fecqnd  of  May 

A  1745;  irowediately  after  which  the  K»iag 

wcftt  to  H[apover,  having  fijrft  a4ded  Lord 

Cpbkqm  to  the  M  of  Lords  ju&icesi  fpr  dbe 

adx^iniftratioa  c^  govenjunrenl   during  .his 

^     abfence^  created  him  Field  Marflhal,  and 

jgureflLhifflt^regimpnt  of  hoffe  (tetc  NeviUe\.) 

Ijqi  October  1745,  Parliament  met,  op  ftp^ 
fcpunt  of  the  Scots  rebellion.  Tlrere  was  a 
(hort*  debate  upofei  the  ad4refs,  in  anfwer  to 
'  Ifeh?  Kipg  5  fpeie):;h,  occafioned  by  an  amende 
.  uaent  oflfere4  by  Sir  Frmcis  P^wp€d,^hcr% 
\)rards  LordXi?  ZJ^y^w^r/expreffing^  '*  That 
for  the  firmer  eftablifhpient  of  bis  Miajefty'51 
thrQpe  on  the  foli4  bafis  of  his  people 'jjaQec- 
tions,  it  fh^U  |j>e  our  fpeedy  care  to^  fr?W? 
ffjch  bills  i^  may  effetlually  fecure  to  .l^ij 
M^jcfty's  fubjetls  the  perpetual  enjoyment 
gf  ;heii:  ua^ouj) ted  right  tp  be  fjreely  apd 
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^feu.rly  reprefcort^  in  payliaBt^eot,  frequently  ^\^^^^ 
chofect,  2^nd  €xampt€4  frppa  i)i9|4^9  jajflitenc^  """"QS^ 
pf  every  kind/'  - 

V 

The  jnotipri  w^  feconiJed  by  Siy  ^o^V 

Mr.PtiioppofifdiheiBQtipn.  ^The^p^^mJ? 
ment/  he  faifl,  ^  being  effe^e^  at  a  wu^  f$ 
cxtrcnaely  inppij^per  ^s  tjhQ  prefepi^  w^ 
fraught  witji  a  (iangeroifs  t^depcy,  Th^rf 
vf9S  only  one  motive  to  which  \\ik  matioqi 
4:qu14  be  afcribed ;  aivi  it  wftSir  to  m?tke  mi^ 
^iftera  odious  in  t^e  eyes  of  thq  people,  if 
tlnsy  put « ineg?ttive  upon  it,  But  ^e  PQUf 
trar>',  howevpr,  JifJ  would  Vfnturs  V^  hy, 
HATQuld  be  the  h^  i  for  althpqgh  fpotioas  of 
this  jkio<i  are  tvlways  popular,  ye|  i||  t|ufi 
hoiiv  oF  fliftrefe  and  difficjulty,  wfe<fr»  r^b^ 
lion  o-age^  in  the  kingdom,  and  w^  inva^lio© 

from  FcHBtce  wft5  ex|>e6ied,:w^en  l^  peapl^- 
wem  ferioufly  intern  «pon  fms^ftHres  4>f  ihc 
higheft  confeqaence,  they  cQu^d  r^  think, 
feypiu'^bly  of  tbofe  who  atteropted  to  dmv 
pff  th^i  r  Ati^tiop  from  fubjefls  of  dAngei"  to 
points  of  fpeci^Jitioft.  In  fueh  drcwmftwcflp 
ihall  we,'  he  a&ed,  *  employ  ounfejves  in 
^Fftro^Bg.  bills  to  guard  our  liberties  from 
..;  corruption, 
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^^^i/^  corruption,  when  we  are  in  danger  of  lofing: 
^  Z^  them,  and  everjF  tHing  elfe  that  is  clear  to 
us,  by  the  force  of  arras  ?  Would  not  thi^ 
be  like  a  man's  amufing  himfelf  with  making 
ireguladons  to  prevent  his  ferVaiits  cheating 
Jbim,  at  the  very  time  that  thieves .  were 
breaking  into  his  houfe  ?  But  why  are  we 
to  introduce  this  fubjcd  into  the  addrefs  ? 
N6  county,  nor  city,  nor  corporation  have 
Tcquefted  their  repr^fentativps  to  bringin 
iftny*  fuch  bills ;  the  people  are  every-vhere 
fenga^gcd  in  making  fubfcriptidtis  and  form** 
inji  affociations  for '  dderiding  ^heir  Sove^ 
ireignaiWl  themfelves,  againft  thofe  whahave 
iraiterbufly  confpired  to  rob  bira  of  his 
^irowh;  and  them  of   their  liberties.    tiHk 
geh^tflemeh  wifh  to  give  a  t^urn  to  the  fpirk 
of 'the  people,  to  creatie  a  cont^«tion  abo4t 
thecoilftttutiott,  that  the  kingdom  inay  fall 
an  eafy  prey  to  the  enemy?  If,  Stfi  I  ;di5 
not  know  the  hbn.  gentlemen  who  n]|ade 
and  feconded  this  motion,  1;  fhouid  really 
fufpeft  their  havijlg  fotne  fuch  defign ;  anii 
however  m^ich  I  may,  fromi  my  bwn   pen^ 
(bhal   knowledge,  be  convinced' that  they 
.  have.no  fuch-  d^Iign,.they  may  be-affured 
thati  if  tliey  do  not  withdraw  their  motion, 
■the  fufpicibp  will  Jb^  ftrong  agiiijfl .  them 

mnongft 
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amongfl:  thofe  perfons  who  have  not  ihc  ^%t/' 
honour  of  their  acquaintance/  ^^"^t^ 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  di* 

vifion. 

* 

On  the  fourth  of  November  1745,  the 
hon.  Alex:  Hume  Campbell  *,  brother  to 
Lord  Marchmont,  moved,  "That  an  addrefs 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  moft  humbly  to 
beieech  his  Majefty,  that  the  officers  in  the 
new  t  regiments,  now  railing,  or  already 
raifed,  may  not  be  allowed  any  rank  after 
thofe  regiments  are  broke." 

•  This  gcnrteman  had  been  brought  into  Parliament  on  purpose 
tooppofe  Mr..  Pi//.  Some  time  after,  he  left  his  friends,  and  Was 
appointed  Solicitor  General  to  the  Prince  of  Wales ;  but  on  the 
iecond  of  February  i746»  he  was  difjnifled  from  that  Prince's 
lervice. 

i 

\  Several  noblemen  having  raifed  regiments,  on  account  of 
the  Scots  rebellidni  for  the  lervice  of  his  Majeliy^  thefe  nevr 
regiments  were. 

HOR  sx: 

Duke  of  Montagu's,  Duke  of  Kingilon's. 

foot: 

Duke  of  Bolton's,  Earl  of  Halifax^ 

Duke  of  Bedford's,  Lord  Vifcount  Falmouth's, 

Duke  of  Montagu's,  Lord  Vtfcounr  Harcouri'&f 

Duke  of  Ancaftcr's,  Lord  Gowers, 

Marquis  of  Granby's,     ,  Lord  Herbert's, 

Bvl  of  Cholmood^ey's  Lord  ^dgecuixibe's. 

Mn 


*^Vi.^'    '  ^'^  -^^^    repfdbated  thk  hiolioii  ^itk 
.^^*v^  warmth  and  indignation;     Hie  faid,  '  That 
^^  p.^,    a  commiflion  and  the  rank  implied  by  it 
M?!H*Sme  ^^^^  infeparable,     A  comittilfedn  contained 
Campbeu*  ^  poVfer  confcrrcd  by  the  King^  by  which 
the  perfon  who  received  It  becanle  fubor- 
ditlate  to  fome,  and  fuperior  to  others.    The 
-motion/  he  contended,  '  was  irratibnal,  con- 
trary to  common  ferife/and  irnpratlicable^ 
as  well  as  impolitic,  by  tending  to  difcoUi 
rage  thofe  noble  perfons  who  were  exerting 
their  utmoft  influence  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country.    The  officers  who  are  to  be  em* 
ployed  under  them  afe,  by  this  motion/  he 
faid,  ^  to  be  ftigmatized  as  unworthy  of  rank. 
Thefe  gentlemen  are  not  driven  into  the 
army  by  neceflity,  but  are  offering  them- 
^  felves  to  ferve  their  country  in  the  day  of 
diftrefs,  from  motives  of  the  warmeft  zeaL 
^  And  {hall  we  difgrace  thefe  men  ?  Shall  we 
check  their  noble  and  generous  ardour  irii 
the  hour  of  danger  ?  Thofe  who  defire  the 
Houfe  to  agree  to  this  motion  cannot  be  fe- 
fious,  or  if  ferious,  cannot  be  aware  of  the 
obvious  conftruaioft  of  their  conduft.    Is 
this  the  time  (he  aflted),  that  loyalty  ought 
to  be  ftigmatized  iirilead  of.  being  rewarded 
with  hoiiKXir  ?  Arc  gentlemen  endeavouring 
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to  obtain  that  objeft  by  oblique  paths,  from  ^\^f* 
which  they  afe  reftrained  in  the  diretl  way? 
The  motion  at  beft  is  fufptcious  $  it  is  para« 
doxical. 

^  The  argument'tn  fupport  of  the  motion 
is  an  infult  upon  the  whole  array ;  for  it  is 
this,  that  the  army  will  behold  with  difcon* 
tent  this  hew  promotion  of  officers.  The 
very  affertion  is  an  impeachment  of  the  alle- 
giance of  the  army.  .  It  would  be  a  reproaclj 
to  the  dignity  of  this  Houfe  if  our  delibera- 
tions here  were  to  be  influenced  by  the  views 
of  any  clafs  of  men.  The  right  of  decidmg 
what  meafures  are  mofl  conducive  to  the 
public  interell  and  fecurity  belongs  not  to 
the  army,  but  to  this  Houfe.^ 

*  Thofe  who  advife  us  to  deny  rank  to 
the  new  officers,  advife  us  t^o  deny  what  the 
King  has  already  granted,  and  what  he  had 
an  undoybted  right  to  grant;  they  advife 
us  to  vacate  his  commiffions,  and  to  break 

• 

his  promifes  ;  they  advife  us  to  weaken  hini, 
at  the  time  that  he  wants  the  moft  affiance ; 
and  to  fbew  to  our  enemies  that  he  is  at  va*- 
riance  with  bis  Parliament;' 


'     St.      44}°  A«         tf«««to 


The  motion  was  negativedii 
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C  H  A  I*.    Vtl* 

•  Errors  of  Hifiory. — Lord  Bath  at  Court. — liii 
overtures  to  Lord  Cobh^flHf — Duke  of  Newcaflle 
afks  the  place  of  Secretary  at  War  for  Mr.  Pitt^ 
and  is  refufed.-^Miniflry  reJign.^—Lord  Gran- 
ville appointed  Secfetary  of  Siate-^Lord  Gran* 
ville  rejigns,  and  the  late  minijlry  reflored. — Mr. 
Pitt  made  Vice-Tfeafurer  of  Ireland^  and  after- 
tuards  Paymajief.-^ Makes  no  private  ufe  of  the 
public  money  in  his  hands. — Rtfufes  to  dccept  the 
perquifiie  of  ojice  on  the  Sardinian  fbvfidy. 

en  MS.  npHE  verfatility  of  courts  has  been  the 
v,.^^  A  popular  theme  of  writers  during 
1745-  feveral  of  the  latter  Centuries*  It  would 
Errors  of  ^^^^  htCTi  moTt  to  thc  hottout  of  hiftofy 
fciftary.     j^^j  ^Yic  caufes  of  fuch  mutability  been  ex^ 

plained.  But  it  has  been  the  misfortune  of 
,  the  public,  that  few  of  the  modern  hiftorians 
have  been  in  fituations  in  which  they  might 
obtain  true  information* — This  has  more 
than  once  occafioned  Lord  Mansfield,  and 
other  great  men^  to  fay,  that  nothing  is  fo 
falfe  as  modern  hifiory.  Tindall^  Smollett, 
Goldfmitht  and  a  long  train  of  others,  have 
itated^  that  about  this  time  a  very  extraardi« 
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Hary  ehaiige  tbok  place  in  the  Britifh  mi-  ^yn/* 
hiftry— that  Lord  Granville  wai  liiade  mi-  ^"^^^ 
hifter,  and  thie  Pelhartis  refigned ;  that  in  a 
few  days  afterwards  Lord  Granville  refigned; 
and  the  Pclhams  were  reftored.  The  London 
Gazette  furnifties  them  with  xhtappointmenti 
and  the  dates^  which  are  the  only  fa6ls  to  be 
depended  upon  ;  all  the  reft  being  of  their      ' 
bwii  invention.  Dn  Newton  fays  that  Lord     . 
Bath  wirote  an  account  df  thefe  tranfaftions; 
at  the  defire  of  George  the  Second  ;  bat  ^that 
<yn  the  death  of  his  fon^  Lord  Pulteney,  irt 
the  reign  of  George  the  Third,  his  Lordfliipi 
burned  it— fide  iiidignus !    If  it  hald  beeri 
Written  at  the  defire  of  thfe  King,  it  is  more 
than   probable  that    it  would  have  beeri 
printed.     However,  if  it  was  not  more  true 
than  the  account  of  the  great  change  of  the 
tniniftiy  in  the  year  1742,  written  by  the 
fame  hand,  and  given  us  by  Dr.  Newton^ 
the  lofs  is  not  important^  nor  deferving  of 
regret. 

Upon  tne  King's  return  frotti  Handver^ 
Lord  Cobham  claimed  of  the  Diike  of  Nexa^ 
tajik  the  performance  of  his  promife  refpeft- 
ingMr.K/^.    The  Duke  wi{h<sd  to  pdlpohd     - 
the  matter ;  but  Lord  Cobliarn,  infilled  tipOh 

Vol.  I*  M  it. 
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^vn5'  ^**  At  length  his  Grace  undertook  to  lay 
the  affair  b,efore  the  King,  A  more  un- 
favourable opportunity.could  not  have  been 
chofen.  The  King  was  at  this  time  dilfatis- 
fied  with  his  rtinifters.  The  difmiffion  of 
eight  thoufand  Hanoverians  he  imputed  to 
their  perfonal  dillike  of  Lord  Granville; 
and  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  rebellion  he 
imputed  to  their  negligen(?e  while  he  was 
abroad.  He  fufpefted  that  the  PelhamsvrtTC 
averfe  to  war,  which  was  true  ;  and  he  had 
conceived  an  idea,  probably  from  Lord 
Granville,  when  his  Lordfhip  was  minifter, 
that  war  was  an  omiflion  in  the  Broad  Bottom 
treaty,  that  L6rd  Bath  had  not  been  pro- 
fcribed  ;  for  foon  after  the  King's  return 
from  the  continent,  his  Lordfhip  appeared 

lord  Bath  at  court  feyeral  times,  and  was  each  time 
honoured  with  an  audience.  His  own  friends 

w 

have  faid,  that  in  thefe  audiences  he  did  not 
fail  to  exaggerate  the  caufes  of  the  King's 
difgufl  with  his  fervants,  and  to  flatter  the 
abilities  of  his  friend  Lord  Granville :  and 
to  warmly  reprefent  his  zeal  for  his  Majefly^ 
The  French  war  was  Lord  Granville^ 
favourite  meafurc ;  it  was  alfo  the  KingV 
'On  this  great  point,  as  well  as  in  fome  leffer 
ones,  there  was  a  coincidence  of  fentiment 

between 
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between  them  which  tiatUrally  produced  a  ^ "n^* 
partiality  in  favdiir  bf  Lord  GrdnxrilU. 
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During  the  timfe  that  LoM  Bath  wds  thiis  i-ord 
advancing  his  intereft  in  the  clofet;  he  made  j^«J  *^ 
overtures  to  Lord  Cobham,  with  a  view  to  ^<>*^^* 
form  a  new  adrhiriifttatioq ;  in  which  he 
offered  to  include  Mr.  PltU    But  Lord  Cob^ 
ham  returned  an   anfwer^  importing  that 
Lord  jBa^A  had  deceived  him  in  1742,  and 
he  fhould  not  dupe  him  in  1745;     This 
feiPdfal  of  Lord  Cdbham  give  his  Lordfliip  a 
ftrbnger  claim  upon  the  Duke  of  liewcafik^ 
The  common  language  of  Lord  5afA's  and 
Lord  Granviile*s  friends  at  this  time  was^ 
that  the  King  Was  furirdundftd  by  a  fadion  j 
that  he  was  a  prifdner  updn  his  throne  ;  and 
than  an  admihiftration  on  a  broader  bottom 
ought  to  be  formed^  for  the  intered  of  the 
country^  and  for  the  emancipation  of  iht 
Kingi 

At  letigtk  the  Pelhdfns  took  the  alarm ; 
land,  whipther  from  the  appwhenfion  of* 
loRng  Lord  Cdbham^  or  of  loiing  thdf 
places,  or  .both ;  the  Duke  of  Newcaflle  xt< 
folved  to  lay  before  his  Majefty  a  lift  of 
fome  alterations  in  the  inferior  departments 

H*  of 
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^vn/*  of  Government  which  they  intended  to 
make,  in  order  to  introduce  Mr.  Pitt,  who, 
in  this  arrangement,  they  propofed  for  Sec- 
retary  at  War,  in  the  room  of  Sir  William 
Yonge,  to  bfe  made  one  of  the  Vice-treafurers 
of  Ireland.  But  when  the  King  came  to 
Mr.  Pitfs  name,  he  gave  an  immediate  and 
po(itive*refufal  to  the  whole  lift.  The  Duke 
ftated  to  his  Majefty  his  engagement  with 
Lord  Cobham;  the  King  angrily  replied^ 
Then  he  mufi  break  his  engagement. 
9 

Lord  Bath  and  Lord  Granville  inftantly 
fiized  this  opportunity  of  improving  their 
influence  in  the  clofet.  Their  friends  ap- 
plauded in  the  warmeft  terms  of  panegyric 
the  fpirit  which  the  King  had  fhewn  in  the 
rejeftion  of  Mr. .  Pitt;  and  they  added, 
*'  that  Lord  5aiA  had ,  advifed  his  Majefty 
to  ftand  fteady,  and  be  true  to  his  own 
intereft.^ 

m 

In  confequence  of  the  King^s  negative  o« 
the  propofed  employment  of  Mr.  Pitt,  the 
Dukeof  iSfeaic^^  met  Lord  Cobham  again  at 
Lord  Harrington's.  After  fome  donverfation 
on  the  neceflity  of  refigning,  and  the  Duke 
fiiying  that  Lord  Hardwicke  was  decidedly 

-  of 
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of  that  opinion,  and  had  both  fuggefted  and  ^  vn.^* 
warmly  recommended  the  meafures  ot  a  ^^^^ 
general  refignation,  the  Duke  put  this 
queftibn, — '*  Will  Lord  Cobham  ^nd  his 
friends  adhere  to  us  (the  Pelhams)  in  and 
out  of  court,  if  we  engage  never  to  nego- 
tiate  with  the  court  without  including  Lord 
Cobham  and  all  his  friends  ?"  Lord  Cobham 
confefTed  the  proppfition  was  fo  handfom'e^ 
he  could  not,  as  a  man  of  honour,  refufe 
giving  it  his  moft  hearty  aflent.  This  corn- 
paft  being  made,  and  the  union  thus  ce* 
mented  between  the  great  parliamentary 
interefts  and  the  great  parliamentary  abili* 
ties,  the  P^/A^ttu  now  confidered  themfelves 
ftrong  enough  to  combat  any  faftion,  how- 
ever favoured  and  fupporte'd  it  might  be  iq 
jhe  clofet. 

The  meafure  of  a  general  rejignation  was 
immediately  adopted.    Accordingly,  on  the  ^t^ 
next  day,  Feb.  lo,  1746,  the  Duke  oi'  New^ 
cajlle  and  Lord  Harrington  refigned.     The     *'**" . 
King  immediately  gave  the  Duke's  feals  to  cA^nie 
Lord  Granville.    But  the  following  day  Mr.  •p^*'""'" 
Pelhdm,  Lord  Hardwicke,  Lord  Pembroke^ 
Mr.  Legge,  Mr.  George  Grenvilie,  and  leveral 
Others,    all  went  to  court,  and  refigned 

M3  their 
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9  !^^i?'  their  employments.     Neither  the  l^ing  not: 
■J '  yr^  Lord  B^k  was  preparecl  for  this   ftrpfce. 
They  had  not  the  leaft  expeftatjon.  of  it. 
And  they  were  informed  that  fevcral  noble-r 
jnen  and  gentlemen  Syhp  h?ld  commiflions^ 
in  the  army  were  preparing  to  refign  in  a 
few  days.     The  King^  Lord  Bath,  and  Lord( 
Granville^  yere  alarined  bpyond  exprpflioii 
at  thefe  refignations.     It  was  upon  this  oc- 
calion  only  that  t\\e  King  difcovered  his 
own  infignificancy.      ^^  found  that  the  af- 
furances  of  men  without  alliances,  were  no 
fupport  to  a  fovereign ;  and  that  if  ^^  King 
would  be  maintained  in  his  royaUy,  be  muii 
take  thofe  into  his  fervice  who  haye   th?; 
greateft  influence  ampngft  his  fubjefts^    It  is 
a  m^xim,  that  a  King  without  his  people  is 
either  more  than  he  ought  to  be,  or  lefs  than 
he  {hould    be.      Lord  GrayivilLe  faw  the 
fcraiiiriiie    ftorm  gathering  round  the  political  hemif* 
'    ^        phere ;  and  having  np  other  fupport  than 
his  great  friend  Lord  Bath,  who  had  loft 
all  efteem  with  the  nation  by  his  treacherous 
conduft  in  1742,  he  refolv^d  to  defert  his 
own  chimerical  enterprife^  and  reiign  alfo. 

If  it  was  cruel  or  unhandforae  in  the 
igs  to  leave  the  King,  when  he  had 

given 
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given  his  confidence  to  their  fenemies ;  it  ^  vit.^* 
was  infinitely  more  cruel  and  inhuman  in 
thofe  new  favourites  to  abandon  their  fove- 
reign,  whom  they  firft  deceived  with  pro- 
mifes  which  they  knew  they  could  not  per- 
form, and  next  betrayed  to  the  mercy  of 
his  late  fervants ;  whofe  return  to  office 
they  now  barbaroufly  obliged  him  to  folrcit, 
without  making  one  effort  to  accomplifti 
that  pretended  emancipation^  with  which 
they  affefled  to  colour  the  motives  of  their 
prefumption. 

But  the  Whigs  took  no  advantage  of  the 
diftreffes  of  the  King.  When  his  Majefly 
fent  for  them  to  refume  their  offices,  they 
onjy  ftipulated  for  leave  to  fulfil  their  en- 
gagements. They  afked  no  peerages,  they 
fecured  no  reverfions,  they  demanded  no 
penfions ;  and  above  all,  however  odious 
the  royal  attachment  to  Hanover  was  be- 
come^ they  offered  no  illiberal  refentment  to 
,the  royal  mind  upon  that  account,  by  which 
they  might  have  obtained  an  unlimited  po* 
pularity.  They  did  not  leave  the  King  until 
he  had  withdrawn  himfelf  from,  them }  nor 
did  they  withhold  their  fupport  the  mo* 
ment  he  was  difpofed  ta  receive  it.    They 

Mi  all 
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P  vii.^'  *^^  returned  to  office  on  the  fourteenth  of 

^*^^^  February   1746;  fo  that  Lord  GranviUfs 

Miniftry   adminiftration  lafted  three  whole  days.    Ii^ 

J^mttd.    the  new  arr^gement  Mr.  Pitt  was  made  2^ 

Mr. Pitt    VicC'treafurer  of  Ireland.    The  reft  of  the 

Vice,      changes  the  reader  will  find  at  the  end  of 

2J[J['*-     the  work»    And  upon  the  death  pf  Mr. 

Winnington,  which  happened  in  May  foU 

r^ymaiier.  lowing,  Mr.  Pitt  was  appointed  Paymiifte^ 

in  his  room.    In  hi$  office  of  Paymafter,  he 

was  early  diftinguiftied  by  his  difintereftecj 

integrity  and  incorruptible  virtue.     Therq 

are  two  fa6ls  related  of  his  conduft,  while 

jn  this  office,  which  reffed  the  higheft  ho- 

pour  upon  his  chara6ler.  They  have  already 

|>een  publilhed,  in  thefe  words : 

*^  When  he  was  appointed  to  the  office 
MaVci  no  of  Pavniafter  of  the  Forces,  he  found  it  ha^ 

pnvafe  ufe  ^  ,  '  i      i  i 

^uSf  ^^^^  cuftomary  to  have  100,0001.  by  ad-^ 
money,  yancc,  generally  lie  in  the  hands  of  the  Pay- 
inafter,  which,  in  the  time  of  fome  of  thofe 
that  prefided  before  him  in  that  office^  ufed  » 
"to  be  fubfcribed  in  government  fecuritifes, 
which  brought  3  or  4000I.  per  annuvi,  more 
or  lefs,  into  their  private  purfes.— And  in 
pur  memory  there  happened  a  conjurifture 
Vf\mn  this  money  16  fubfcribed  into  the  lancj?. 
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tax  was  called  for,  upoij  an  extraordinary  ^  "  ^  ^* 
pmergency,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army ;  but 
being  locked  up  in  the  exchequer,  and  alj 
public  funds  bearing  a  l?trge  difcount,  it 
cotild  not  be  fold  but  at  fuch  a  great  ipfs  a.^ 
would  have  been  of  the  utmoft  damage  tq 
the  fubfcriber.  What  v/as  the  ponfeqjience? 
--^the  payment  of  the  army,  in  the  time  of 
war  and  rebellion,  was  ftcj^ped,  whei?  there 
was  the  greateft  pccaiion  for  public  credit, 
?nd  punttuality  in  the  payipent  of  thofc 
troops  QT\  whori^  QiiY  whole  depended. 

?•  Bpt  when  Mr.  Pitt  went  into  that  de? 
partment,  he  placed  whatever  fums  of  moneyr 
belonged  to  the  office  in  the  Bank,  where 
they  might  be  ready  for  the  public  fervice, 
without  ever  stpproprrating  any  part  of  it 
to  his  private  ufe,  as  had  been  the  cuftom  of 
former  times  ;  he  never  fubfcribed  one 
fhilling  into  the  funds,  nor  ever  availed  him* 
(elf  of  any  intereft  ariling  from  public 
inonies  at  ^is  difpofal^  but  was  fatislied 
with,  and  to^iched  no  mor^  than,  the  (egal 
f^ppointment. 

**  The  next  fa£l  is-^thatwh^the  Parlia^ 
p^t  srai^ted  (ubfic^es  tP  the  King  of  Sar« 
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"Hffufes 


dinia  and  Queen  of  Hungary,  payable  at 

his  .office,  h'txlFper  cent  or  more^  ufed  to  be 

taken  on  the  whole  fublidy,  in  the  moft 

l^ulfuron   reputable  times,  and  by  thofe  of  the  nr^ofl 

j!iM  fobl'  approved  charafters,  as  a  perquijite  of  office. 

ftiy-        ..—This  Mr.  Pitt  refufed,  which  would  have 

♦  .  »       come  to  a  large  fum,  as  the  grants  at  that 

time  to  both  thefe  powers  were  very  con- 

iiderable,— When  the  King  of  Sardinia  was 

"told  this,  he  could  not  help  expreffing  his 

furprife  at  fuch  an  inftance  of  greatnefs  of 

mind  and   difintereftednefs,  and  therefore 

ordered  his  agent  to  offer  the  fame  mm  as  a 

royal  prefent  to  Mr,  Fitt^  who  had  before 

refufed  it  as  a  perquifite.     His  anfwer  to  this 

was,  that  as  the  Parliament  had  granted 

thofe  fums  for  fuch  ufes,  he  had  no  right  to 

any  part  of  the  money  ;  that  he  did  no  morfe 

.  than  his  duty  in  paying  it  entvrt ;  and  hoped 

the  refufal  of  the  King*s  prefent  upon  that 

occafion  would  not  give  offence,— Whea his 

Sardinian  Majefty heard  this,  he  faid,Surely 

this  Enghlhman  w?is  (gmewhat  more  than  4 
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J.Qrd  Granville  and  I/^r.  Pelkatn  reconciled. — The 
^Prince^  flaims  in  the  Cprnijh  Borougfis* — Ifami 
pppqfition  formed. — Mr.  Pittas  Speech  ori  the 
Mutiny  Bill  conterning  the  half^pay  OJicers.^^ 
On  the  Glafgow  Petition. — On  the  Mutiny  BilL-^ 
Concerning  the  Wejlminjler  EleBiqn. — On  Dun^ 
iirk.'^On  the  Treatieywith  Bavaria  and  Spain. 
'T'Deqth  and  Chara^er  oj  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

THE  fame  unanimity  which  diftinguiftied  c  h  a  ly 
the  two  laft  feffions  of  Parliament  con- 


tinned  until  the  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapellc, 
in  1748.     Eveji  Lord  Granville  became  Granviii^ 
reconciled  to  the  minifter.     This  extraor-  f^^^^^\ 
flinary  recqnciliation  was  efFefted  by  Robert 
Nugent  Elq.  afterwards  Earl  Nugent,  as  h^ 
himfelf  relj^ted  it  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
in  the  year  1784.    *^  He  appointed  them^" 
he  faid,  "  to  meet  at  his  houfe,  and.  their 
paeeting  was  to  be  kept  a  profound  fecret*  . 
Qne  repaired  to  his  houfe  quite  muffled  up, 
^o  that  it  was  impoflible  for  any  one  whpi 
faw  him  to  Icnow  him.     He  juft  introduce^ 
them  to  one  another,  and  left  them  ta  them* 
felves.    He  took  care,  in  the  mean  time,  to, 

have 
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^viii^'  have  a  good  fupper  re^dy  for  them,  of 
vp^  which  they  partook  5  they  drank  heartily 
after  it ;  fhe  wine  put  an  end  to  the  referve 
on  which  they  had  atled ;  they  fpoke  freely ; 
confidence  was  eftablifhed  between  them; 
they  became  fincere  friendiS,  aqd  remained 
fo,  and  cared  not  the  next  d?iy  wl^o  knew  the 
ftory  of  this  interview/' 


I . 


Jia^!'*        When  the  rebellion  was  efTeftually  crufli-* 

p€^\fh    ^d,  the  miniftry  refolved  to   difl'pWe   the 

^T^&h^  Parliament.     The  Prince  of  PT^^/having 

been  informed  of  this  refoTiition,  he  held  a 

ftannary  court;  in  his  capacity  pf  Duke  of 

.  CornwalL    In   ^his  court  fome  claims  at^ 

tached  to  that  honour  were  revived,  which, 

had  they  been  admitted,  would  have  given 

the  Prince  a  confiderable  influence  in  fome 

of  the  Cornifh  boroughs,     Lord  Bolingbroke 

was  fuppofed  to   have  been  the  Prince's 

?idvifer  in  this  affair.     When  the  King  heard 

it  he   fent  the  Duke  of  Newcajlle  to  the 

Prince  with  a  meflage,  declaring  the  claims 

'   j(et  up  by. the  cou^t  of  (tannary  to  be  wholly 

^nadmjllible* 

The  new  Parliament  met  in  November 
4747 1    but  although  it  \fras  obvious  th^ 


I 
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Princess  friends  w^re  joined  by  the  Tories,  *^vin;'^' 
there  was  no  oppofition  made  to  the  mea-  ^    v-^ 
fares  of  goveyiment,  and  the  feffioil  paffed 
over  with  the  fame  utianimity  as  before.  New^p. 

J  paution 

But  during  the  prorogation  a  ftrong  op-  **'"*^ 
pofition  was  formed,  and  it  was  refolved  to 
a6l  with  vigour.  The  Prince  put  himfelf 
pubHcly  at  the  head  of  it.  Mr.  Pitt^  Mr. 
FoXy  (afterwards  Lord  Holland)^  Mr.  Afur-  . 
ray  (afterwards  Lord  Mansjidd),  and  fever al 
other  gentlemen  of  diflinguiflied  abilities^ 
adhered  to  Mr.  Pelham. 


On  the  29th  of  November  1748,  com- 
menced the  fecond  fefTion  of  the  new  Parlia- 
ment. But  although  the  treaty  of  Aix  la 
Chapelle  had  been  concluded  and  publiftied 
in  the  preceding  n^onth  of  Oftober,  no  copy 
of  it  was  laid  before  Parliament.  The  King 
mentioned  the  treaty  in  his  fpeech,  and  the 
terms  of  it  were  feverely  reprobated  in  the 
debate  upon  the  addrefs.  But  Mr.  Pitt  did 
not  fpeak  on  the  fubjefl:. 

When  the  Mutiny  bill  was  brought  in, 

there  Appeared  to  be  fome  frefh  claufes 

added,  particularly  one,  fubjefting  officers 

upon  half-pay  to  the  penalties  of  the  bill* 

-  .  This 
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^vuu  ^^^^  ^^^  warnily  oppbfedi  as  being  danger- 
ous to  the  conftitution; 


Mr;pufa      Mr.  Pitt  d^fehcied  the  claufe.    *  What 

ipeech     •  ... 

MuHh      danger/  he  afked,  *  could  arife  from  bblig- 
^'^        ing  a  half-pay  officer  to  cotitinue  upon  the 

military  eftabliflirhent  ?  It  is  admitted  oji  all 

I. 

hands,  that  while  he  is  in  fbll  pay  he  muft 
employ  his  time,  his  ftudy,  and  even  his 
fword,  as  his  fuperiors  fhall  direft^  Therd 
may  poffibly  be  danger  m  this,  but  it  never 
can  happen  until  the  direftion  becomes 
\vicked,  nor  prevented  but  by  the  virtue  of 
the  army.  It  is  to  that  virtue  we  even  at 
this  time  truft^  fmall  as  ouf  army  is ;  it  is  to 
that  virtue  we  muft  have  triifted,  had  this 
bill  been  modelled  as  its  warmeft  oppoiers 
could  have  wifhed ;  and  without  this  virtue 
fhould  the  Lords,  the  Commons,  and'  tht 
people  of  England,  entrench  themfelves 
behind  parchment  up  to  the  teeth, .the 
fword  will  find  a  paflage  to  thb  vitals  of  the 
conftitution.* 

/         ■ 

A  petition  from  the  city  of  GlafgoW^ 
praying  to  be  reimburfed  the  fum  of  ten 
thoufand  pounds,  extorted  from  that  city  hf 
the  Pretender  during  the  late  rebeUion,  oc- 

caliQjKd 
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cafioifed  a  debate  in  a  committee  of  fupply,  ^  ^if  jf- 
on  the  12th  of  April  1749;  when  it  was  ^^^^^ 
moved  to  grant  the  faid  fura.  The  motion 
was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Botoes ;  other  towns, 
he  faid,  deferyed  the  fame  favour ;  and  if 
this  fum  was  granted  to  Glafgow,  other 
places  having  the  fame  claim,  would  expeft 
the  like. 

He  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  Pitt,  who  faid,  *  Mr,  rittn 
*  Khali  not  enter  into  a  difpute  with  the  ^e  cSa^ 
honourable  gentleman,  whether  therei  are  Sft.^"^ 
not  inany  places,  both   in  England  and 
Scotland,  that  have  an  equal  pretence  to 
loyalty  as  the  city  of  Glafgow,  and  that 
Ihewed  as  much  zeal  for  the  fupport  of  the 
government  during  the  late  ^'ebellion,  as  that 
city ;  but  this  I  will  aiver,  that  there  was 
no  city,  town,  or  place  in  Great  Britain,  that 
fuffered  fo  much,  or  that  fhewed  greater 
zeal  in  the  fame  circumftances.     And  with- 
out  derogating  from  the  merit  of  any  one, 
I  may  fay,  that  there  are  not  many  cities  in 
the  united  kingdom  that  have  fo  often  or  fo 
remarkably  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  the 
caufe  of  liberty.     It  was  this,  Sir ;  it  waf 
the  whole  teuor  of  this  city's  condufl:,  from 

•  This  fpecc^  was  alfo  written  by  Cord$n^ 

th§         - 
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^v?n.^'  the  time  of  tht  Reformation,  that  drew  thtf 
^"^^^^  refentmeilt  of  the  rebels  upoii  it,  and  nnade 
them  reiblve  upon  the  extravagant  demand 
they  at  firft  made  upon  that  city;  If  they 
had  infifted  upon  their  firft  demand^  the  city 
muft  have  been  ruined ;  becaufe  it  would 
have  been  impoffible  for  the  inhabitants  to 
have  raifed  fuch  a  fum;  Of  this  they  had 
the  good  fortune  to  convince  the  chiefs  of 
the  rebels ;  and  even  the  rebels  fhewed  that 
they  had  no  inclination  to  ruin  fuch  a 
flourifhing  city,  though  the.  inhabitatits  ap- 
peared generally  to  be  their  enemies.  Shall 
a  Britifli  Parliartientj  Sir,  ftiew  lefe  regard 
to  their  friends  than  the  rebels  fhewed  to 
their  enemies?  The  rebels  gave  theiA 
lo,oool.  ;*t,hat  is  to  fay,  they  pafled  from 
lo.ocol.  of  their  fiift  demand,  rather  than 
ruin  the  city  ;  and  this  I  may  the  more  jultly 
call  giving  them  lo^cool.  becaufe  if  the 
rebels  had  plundered  the  city,  they  would 
have  found  three  times  the  value  of  that 
fum  among  the  inhabitants.  If,  then^  the 
rebels  gave  that  city  lo,codl.  rather  than 
expofe  it  to  ruin,  fhall  a  Britilh  Parliament 
refufe  to  give  it  io,oool.  to  preferve  it  from 
ruin? 


'It 
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^  It  really  ihdcks^nie>  Sif,  to  fee  fuch  h  HA!' 
tjueftion  ftand  a  debate  in  a  Bf itifti  Hdufe  '^'T^^ 
t)f  CdiilmohSw    if  the  rebels  had  fiicCefeded 
In  their  flagitious  attempt/  and  had  ealled  a 
flavifti  J^arfiament,    fat  they  would  rtevef  • 
have  Called  a  free  one,  11  fliould  hot  have 
wondered  to  fee  fuch  a  queftion  oppofed  ia 
ft  Houfe  of  Commons  affembled  by  their 
authority ;  but  it  aftonifties  me  to  fee  fuCh  a 
queftion  oppofed  in  a  Houfe  where  every 
member  prefent  profeffes  his  friehdfhip  fof 
that  city,  and  acknowledges  the  gratitude 
due  to  it  from  the  public  for  its  behaviour^ 
The  hon.  gentleman  told  Ui,  he  did  not  in- 
tend to  depreciate  the  r6al  merit  of  the  city 
of  Glafgow :  I  do  not  know  what  he  in*         * 
tended)  but  he  endeavoured  to  ftiew  that 
the  behaviour  of  that  city  was  not  fo  merito* 
rious  as  reprfefented,  becaufe  they  attempted 
nothing  in  favour  of  government  dll  after 
the  rebels  had  marched  into  England,  from 
whence  they  had  reafon  to  expeft  that  none 
of  them  would  ever  return;    This,  Sir,  waa 
certainly  an  infinuation  that  the  people  of 
Glafgow  never  did  any  thing  in  favdut  of 
tthe  gpvernment,  as  long  as  the^  thought 
the  government  in  ariy  danger  frond  the 

rebeUton ;  and  if  this  had  r&ally  been  the 
You  I.  N  (:afe. 
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^  vnu'  ^^^f  '^  fhould  have  had  no  great  opinion  of 
their  merit.  But  I  will .  ftiew  that,  before 
the  rebel  army  entered  England,  it  Vas  not 
in  the  power  of  the  people  of  Glafgow  to 
do  any  thing  in  favour  of  the  government ; 
and  that  they  had  not  then  the  leafl;  reafon 
to  imagine  that  government  was  out  of  all 
Ganger  from  the  rebellion. 

*  When  we  confider,  Sir,  that  the  rebels 
marched  through  one  half  of  England, 
without  any  oppolition  from  the  militia ; 
when  we  confider  that  even  in  their  retreat, 
though  purfued  by  the  Duke  and  the  regu- 
lar forces,  they  met  with  no  obfl:ru6Uon 
from  the  militia;  we  cannot  with  any  juflicc 
blame  the  fouth  or  weft  parts  of  Scotland 
for  not  oppofing  them  with  their  militia* 
And  as  to  the  city  of  Glafgow,  it  had  nei- 
ther time  to  provide  for  its  defence,  nor 
was  it  capable  of  making  a  refiftance,  had 
it  had  time.  The  town  is  an  open  town, 
without  fo  much  as  a*  wall  rotrnd  it,  and  the 
inhabitants  had  neither  arms,  ammunition, 
nor  any  fort  of  military  difcipline  among 
them ;  fo  that  it  was  irapoflible  for  them  to^ 
think  of  oppofing  an  army  of  Highlanders, 
who.  are,  by  th«  care  of  their  chiefs,  bred 


^p  to  arms  and  military  difcipline  from  theif  ^  yni!* 
infancy*  Befides,  they  had  no  time  for  ^^'  ^r^. 
fuch  an  underta'king ;  for  the  rebels  came 
down  upon  them  in  a  very  few  weeks  after 
firft  appearing  in  arms  ;  and,  till  the  battle 
at  Preftoh,  every  one  had  reafoil  to  believe 
that  General  Cope^  with  the  forces  Under 
his  cordmand,  would  have  given  a  good  ac* 
tount  of  them* 

^  The  Cale  was  very  difierent ^  Sir,  both 
with  regard  to  Newcaftle  and  Carlifle,  be* 
cauffe,  both  being  furrounded  with  a  wall- 
may,  in  a  few  days^  be  fo  fortified  as  to  be 
able  to  refift  a  flying  patty*  Yfet  how  little 
refiftance  did  the  l»tter  make  ?  For  though 
they  had  maiiy  wdeJks  to  prepare  for  theit 
defence  5  though  they  had  hopes  of  being 
,  telieved  in  a  few  days  by  the  army  then  af- 
fembled  at  NfewCaftle^  under  Marflial  Wdde^ 
they  gave  up  their  dity. the  very  next  day 
after  they  found  the  rebels  were  preparing 
for  a  general  aflault  j  and  yet  that  city,  of 
8it  leaft  the  caftie^  might  have  held  out  much  • 
longer  againft  the  rebels,  who  had  no  bat- 
tering cannon  along  with  them  ;  for  a  fmall 
party  of  the  rebels  held  out  thecaftle  after* 
wards  for. forae  days  againft  the  Duke»  an4 

N  a    '  jvould 
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CHAT*  ^ould  probably  have  held  out  much  longer 
if  they  had  not  heard  that  fome  baUering 
cannon  were  upon  the  road  from  White- 
haven to  be  employed  againft  ihem. 

«  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  opinion  the  people 

of  Glafgow  might  have  of  the  fafety  of  the 

governrnent,  or  the  event  of  the  rebellion, 

at  the  time  the  rebel  army  marched  into 

England,  they  could  not  have  fuch  thoughts 

of  either  as  the  hon.  gentleman  was  pleafed 

to  reprefeot ;  for  as  to  the  fmall  nunnber  of 

that  array,  the  people  in  Scotland  had  from 

thence  reiifon  to  fear  that  the  rebels  were 

well  affured  of  being  joined  by  great  num. 

ber»  in  England,  or  that  there  was  treachery 

both  in  his  Majefty's  councils  and  armies ; 

for  without  fome  fuch  hopes  no  one  could 

fuppofe  that  men  of  common  fenfe  would 

think  of  invading  England  with  an  army  of 

5  or  6000  Highlanders.     At  the  time  of  the 

Revolution,   it  was  at  firft  faid,  that  the 

Prince  of  Orange  was  to  invade  England 

with  an  army  of  30,000  men,  and  many  of 

the  King's  friends  feemed  to  be  frightened 

at  the  news  j  a  noble  Lord,  who  was  known 

to  be  a  firm  friead,  feemed  to  make  Kght  of 

the  news,   and  faid  he  apprehended  no 

,     '  danger 
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danger  from  fuch  an  array ;  but  when  it  was  ^vinf" 
afterwards  reported  that  the  Prince  was  to  '"*^^ 
bring  20,0Q0,  he  began  to  be  afraid ;  and 
when  he  heard  that  the  Prince  was  to  come 
with  14,000  only,  then  cries  he,  "  We  are 
undone ! '*     When  they  afked  him  'the  reafon 
why  he  was  fo  much  afraid  of  1 4,000,  when 
he  fcemed'  nO  way  afraid  of  30^000,   he 
anfwered,  *^  An  army  of  30,000  could  not 
conquer  England ;  but  no  man  would  come 
here  with  an  army  of  14000,  if  he  was  ndt 
fare  of  finding  a  great  many  traitors  amongft  , 
ourfetves." 

'  This,  Sir,  fbon  appeared  to  be  a  juft 
way  of  thinking ;  and  though  the  event 
{hewed  that,  if  the  rebels  had  any  fuch  hopes, 
thofe  hopes  were  very  ill-grounded ;  yet 
this  the  people  of  Glafgow  could  not  fore- 
fee  ;  therefore,  from  the  fmallnumber  of  the 
rebel  army,  they  had,  according  to  the  fame 
way  of  thinking,  rather  caufe  to  dread  the 
event,  than  to  fuppofe  that  hone  of  that 
army  would  ever  return  :  Nor  could  they 
fuppofe  this  from  the  fpirit  that  appeared  in 
England  in  favour  of  the  government ;  for 
though  I  ^ra  very  well  convinced  that  this 
fpirit  was  liacere  and  true,  yet  I  am  afraid 

N^  if 
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^^vnir*  ^^  the  rebel-leader  could  have  perfuaded  his 
^^^J^  people  to  have  ventured  a  battle  againft  the 
Duke  Jn  StafFordfhire,  or  to  hav^  given  him 
the  flip,   marched  towards  London,    and 
fought  a  battle  near  this  city,  the  fate  of 
England  would  have  depended  upon  the 
iflue  of  that  battle ;  for  if  they  had  obtained 
a  viftdry,  and  made  themfelves  mailers  of 
London,  I  queftion  much  if  the  fpirit  of  the 
populace  would  qot  foon  have  taken  a  very 
different  turn, 


^  I  muft  therefore  conclude.  Sir,  that 
when  the  rebel  army  marched  to  England^ 
the  people  of  Glafgow  could  form  no  judg- 
ment with  any  certainty  about  the  event  of 
'  4he  rebellion  ;  and  confequently,  that  what 
they  did  afterwards  could  proceed  from 
^nothing  but  their  fteady  attachment  to  this 
government;  and- 1  muft  add,  that  their 
zeal  was  much  the  more  meritoi:;ious,  as  it 
was  manifefted  after  they  had  feverely 
fmarted  for  it,  in  having  fuch  a  iarg^  fum 
of  money  extorted  from  them  by  the  rebels, 
merely  pn  account  of  the  zeal  they  had 
formerly  (hewn  for  fupporting  tlie  liberties 
pf  the;r  country.  A  burnt  child,  they  fay, 
dreads  the  fire ;  and  if  the  people  of  Gl^f- 
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gow,  after  having  fmarted  fo  fenfibly  for  ^vifi5* 
their  loyalty,  had  refolved  to  lie  quiet,  and 
wait  the  event  of  things,  their  cgnduS  would 
have  been  excufable.  By  holding  fuch  a. 
condufci  they  would  have  been  confiderable 
gainers,  even  though  we  fliould  grant  the 
money  now  moved  for.  But  they  honeftly 
and  bravely  refolved  not  to  be  idle  fpeftators 
of  the  confufions  of  their  country.  They 
refolved  to  be  atlive  in  putting  a  happy 
end  to  them  as'  foon  as  pofTible;  and  with 
this  view,  h»  foon  as  they  had  an  oppor- 
tunity, they  put  themfelves  to.  very  great 
expence^ 

*  To  fay.  Sir,  that  this  expence  was  at- 
tended with  no  Juccefs  or  effed,  is  what  no 
man  can  fay  with  any  certainty  ;  for  the  re- 
giment they  raifed  and  fent  to  Stirling,  with 
two  more,  fo  effeftually  guarded  that  pafs, 
that  no  reinforcement  ever  did  march  that 
way  to  the  rebels ;  and  the  regiment  they 
kept  at  home  very  probably  prevented  any 
reinforcement  being  fent  by  the  way  of 
Glafgow.  And  though  bur  army  was  un- 
fortunate at  the  affair  of  Falkirk,  yet  if  the 
Glafgow  regiment  had  not  bcjen  there,  it 
might  have  been  much  more  unfortunate, 

N  4  tnd. 
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^  vitif'  ^?^  ^^  viftory  of  the  rebels  moie^  cora. 


J^^  plete ;  for  though  that  regiaient  was  en-^ 
gaged  in  the  afcUon,  it  is  evident  th^it  it  was; 
not  defeated  and  difperfcd,  hecaufe^  if  it 
had,  the  iinen  would  have  run  home, 
whereas  it  retreated  in  gOod  order  to  £din*» 
burgh,  without  the  lofs  of  a  man,  except 
thofe  that  were  killed,  wounded  or  taJcea 
prifoners  2(t  th^  battle, 

^  As  to  the  behaviour  df  the  nonheriv 
f!Ounties,  and  that  of  Newcaftle  in  particu!^, 
comparifons  are  odious.  Sir ;  and  I  (hould 
have.avoided  making  any,  if  I  had  not  been 
forced  to  it  by  the  hon,  gentleman  who 
fpoke  laft.  I  fliall  readily  acknowledge,  and 
'  gratefully  own,  the  dutiful  zeal  of  pU  tbefe 
places  for  the  fupport  of  his  Majefty's  go- 
vernment ;  and  I  mufl  likewife  cpnfefs  that 
^hofe  who  do  not  defire  from  the  public  any 
,  Teimburfement  of  the  expence  they  were  at 
upon  that  occafion,  have  niore  merit  than 
thofe  that  do;  but  at  the  farue  time  muft 
obferve,  that  before  the  rebels. left  Edin-^ 
burgh,  all  thofe  places  were  fecured  againft 
|iny  vifit  Trom  thera,  not  only  by  the  Ilrong 
|;own  of  Berwick,  but  by  an  army  equal  to 
^^t  of  ^he  rebek^  eijc^roped  neai?  N(?wcaftlp, 
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1- 

and  commanded  by  one  of  the  befl  generals  ^viIl* 
in  the  fervice ;  whereas  the  inhabitants  of  ^•"""^ 
Glafgow  fhewed  their  zeal  for  his  Majefty, 
even  when  the  rebels  were  mailers  of  their 
country.    And  as  to  the  expence,  it  mud 
be.  acknowledged  that,  over  and  above  the 
relief  now  prayed  for,  that  city  was,  eithdr 
voluntarily  or  by  compulfion,  at  a  nuich 
greater  expence  in  proportion  than  any 
of  the  places  mentioned ;    for,  from  what 
wa?  faid  by  the  gentleman  at  your  bar,  it 
appears  that,  over  and  above  the  two  fines 
-extorted  from  them  by  the  rebelsi  their  ex- 
pence  amounted  to  above  8000I.;  which  is 
greater  than  what  the  town  of  Newcaftle 
is  faid  to  haVe  been  put  to  ;    and  is,  I 
am  fure,  more  in  proportion  for  the  fingki 
city  of    Glafgow  alone  than  30,0001.   is 
for  the  whole  county  of  Yark.    Befides, 
Sir,  none  of  thofe  places  fufFered  any  in- 
terruption in  their  trade  or  manufaftyresj 
whereas  the  trade  and  manufaftures  of  Glaf- 
gow were  at  a  full  ftopf,  almoft  during  the 
whole  time  of  the  rebellion.    To  which  I 
muft  add,  that  the  e?f penqe  of  the  former 
was  voluntary,  whereas  a  great  part  of  the 
Jatter>  expence  was  by  compulfion,  which 
makes  a  very  great  difference;  for  people 
ipay  generoufly  contribute  wore   to  the 

afliftanco 
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^vin/  ffiftsince  of  governmet,  as  fll  thofe  places 
'^"p^  did,  but  they  will  never  voluntarily  con- 
tribute more  than  they  can  fpare ;  whereas 
a  people  may  be  forced  to  contribute  what 
would  infallibly  prove  their  ruin,  (hould  they 
meet  with  no  retribution ;  which  is  the  cafe 
now  before  us, 

s 

'  Then,  Sir,  &s  to  the  city  of  Carlifle,  the 
rebels  might  pei:haps  raife  the  taxes  there^ 
as  they  did  in  many  other  places ;  but  X 
cannot  think  they  impofed  any  fine  upon 
that  city;  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think 
they  favoured  it,  becaufe  the  people  abfo- 
lutely  refufed  to  fupport  his  -Majefty  s  com*- 
^inanding  officer  there  in  making  a  flout 
Vefiftance,  which  was  the  caufe  of  the  city 
and  caftle's  being  furrendered.  \  therefore 
think  we  have  no  need  to  be  afraid  of  an 
jipplic^ation  for  relief  from  any  of  thofe 
places ;  at  Ieaff,.I  am  fure  that  if  any  fuch- 
application  fhouldbe  made,  it  cannot  befo 
well  fupported  as  the  application  now  under 
our  confideration  ;  and  (ronfequently  our 
con? plying  with  this  can  be  no  precedent 
for  our  complying  with  .any  future, 

.  •  But  that  of  introducing  a  bad  prece- 
dent, is  not,  it  feemS;  Sir,  the  only  danger 
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we  are  to  expofe  ourfelves  to  by  agreeing  to'  ^^^u' 
this  motion  :  *  We  are  befides  threatened  ^""T^ 
with  the  danger  of  exciting  a  rebellion  ia 
England,      This,   Sir,  is>  fo    imaginary  e^ 
danger,  that  I  cannot  think  there  is  any  onq 
gentleman  in  this  Houfe  that  is  really  afraid  ' 
of  it.     If  there  fhouldbe  no  future  applica- 
tion of  this  kind,  we  can  be  in  no  fuch 
danger ;  becaufe  no  man  can  be  difobligecj 
pt  the  Parliament's  not  granting  him  relief 
if  he  does  not  apply  for  it ;  and  I  have  goo4 
reafon  to  hope  that  there  will  be  no  fuch 
future  application.     I  hope  all  gentlemei^ 
and  bodies  politic  ip  Great  Britain  will  foU 
low  the  example  of  the  cjty  of  Glafgow. 
and  defire  no  relief  for  what  they  voluntarily 
contributed  towards  the  fupport  of  his  Mk^ 
jefty'a  government,  nor  for  what  they  fufFere4 
in  being  obliged  to  give  free  quaners  to  the 
rebel?  ;  and  if  we  have  no  application  upoq 
cither  of  thefe  heads,  I  believe  we  can  have 
po  application  made  to  us  upon  any  other. 
But  fuppofe  we  fhould  have  fome  applica- 
tions,  we  fhall  then  have  an  opportunity  tp 
coiifider  their  merits ;  and  if  the  9ircum-? 
{lances  of  the  petitioners  fhould  appe^^r  to 
be  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  petitioners  now 
before  us^  I  dp  not  queftion  their  meetmg 
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CH^AP.  ^iijj  the   fame  fucceft.      If  their  circum- 
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ftances  fliould  appear  to  be  different,  and 
not  nearfo  meritorious,  we  may  refufe*  their 
petition  with  fafety ;  becaufe,  however  par- 
tial they  may  be  in  their  own  favour,  the 
,reft  of  die  nation  will  judge  impartially^ 
and  approve  our  refufal ;  and  if  the  reft  of 
the  nation  approve  it,  we  can  be  in  no  danger 
of  its  exciting  a  rebellion  in  this  part  of  the 
J^ingdom. 

*  Another  danger  we  are  threatened  with 
upon  this  occafion  is,  that  if  we  agree  to 
this  motion  it  will  encourage  people  not  to 
be  aflive  in  defending  themfelves  againft 
kny  future  invalion  or  infurreflion,  or  per- 
haps, under  the  pretence  of  force,  to  con- 
tribute to  its  fupport.  This  I  fhall  grant. 
Sir,  niight  be  the  confeqijenCe  of  laying  it 
down  as  a  general  principle,  that  all  who 
fuffer  by  an  invafion  or  infurreftion  fhall 
have  their  lofs  made  good  by  the  public  ; 
and  therefore  it  would  be  wrong  to  lay  down 
fuch  a  general  principle.  But  if  the  laying 
down  a  principle  would  furely  be  wrong,  it 
would  be  much  more  fo  to  lay  the  contrary 
down  as  an  unalterable  maxim  of  ftate.  It , 
would  be  unjuft,  as  well  as  imprudent,  to 
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lay  it  down  as  a  principle,  that  thofe  who  %^,^  ''• 
honeflly  and  bravely  ri(k  thieir  lives  and  ^^^^ 
fontines  in  oppofition  to  an  invafion  or  inf- 
furreftion,  and  have  fufFered  feverely  on  ac- 
count of  that  oppofition,  fhould  meet  with 
no  relief  from  the  public,  efpecially  when 
their  prefervation   or  rain   depends  upott 
that  relief,  which  appears  to  be  the  cafe  now 
before  us.     And  if  we  confider  this,  we  muft 
allow  that  if  we  think  of  the  jufti6e  due  to 
the   public  creditors,  or  of  relieving   our 
poor  labourers  and  manufaflurers,  we  muft 
agree  to  this  motion^  becaufe  the  public 
revenue  will  fuffer  a  great  deal  more  by  th«   ' 
ruin  of  fuch  a  trading  town  as  Glafgow, 
than  it  can  fulfer  by  granting  the  relief 
defired  by  the  petitioners  for  preventing  that 
ruin. 

•  This  relief,  Sir,  they  cannot  have  from 
the  produce  of  the  forfeited  eftates  in  Scot* 
land,  it  would  be  like  prefcribing  a  remedy 
to  a  jick  man,  which  could  not  be  got  ready 
till  after  hisj  diftemper  had  put  an  end  to  his 
life.  It  will  be  feveral  years  before  any 
thing  can  be  made  of  thofe  eftates ;  and  in 
the  tnean  tiB(ie  the  ciiy  of  Glafgow  muft  be 
,ruined  with  law  char|;es9  by  their  creditors 

fuing 
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^  Vinf'  f^ing  for  theif  mondy,  >vhifch  they  will  ceff» 
tainly  do  if  their  in te reft  be  not  regularl)^ 
paid*  This  it  is  impoflible  for  the  corpora- 
tion to  do  out  of  their  prefent  income,  and 
at  the  fame  time  fuppott  their  neceflkiy  an- 
nual expence ;  therefore  their  ruin  muft  bci 
inevitable,  or  the  relief  now  moved  for  mull 

be  granted/ 

/ 

The  motion  was  Agreed  td* 


»7if 


J    6t  The  feffion  ended  the  13th  of  June  1 74^ 

Nothing  material, happening  during  the! 
fummen 

C)n  the  16th  of  Novehiber  1749,  Patlia^ 
ment  met  again ;  When  it  appealed  thlt  the  ^ 
party  in  oppofition  had  increafed  con- 
fiderably  in  number ;  and  being  under  the 
patronage  of  the  Prince, of  Wales ^  who  Wa* 
highly  popular  at  this  time,  they  were,  from 
that  circumftance,  favourably  judged  qf  by 
the  public.  The  addrefs,  and  many  other 
points,  were  warmly  debated  ;  but  Mr*  Pitt 
did  not  fpeak  upon  any  of  them* 

When   the  Mutiny  bill  was  brought  iil 
(January   1750),  Col.    George  Tovmfherid^ 

.  afterwards 
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afterwards  Marquis  Tovrnpiend,  propofed  a  ^vm'* 
claufe  by  way  of  rider,  for  preventing  any  ^'^IJS^ 
non-commiffioned  officer  being  broke  or 
reduced  to  the  ranks,  or  any  foldier  being 
punifhed  but  by  the  fentcnce  of  a  court- 
martial.  He  informed  the  Houfe  that  his^ 
claufe  was  founded  upon  indubitable  fa6ls. 
He  faid  he  had  witnefles  at  the  -door,  to 
prove  that  a  fergeant  and  corporal  were  re- 
duced to  the  ranks  becaufe  fome  of  their 
party  in  the  rear,  as  they  were  going  upon 
duty  to  the  play-houfe,  happened  to  fay  in 
the  ftreet',  Van^eputjor  ever  !  For  this  hein- 
ous offence,  which  they  could  not  prevent, 
the  two  non-commiffioned  officers  were^ 
without  trial,  reduced  ^to  the  ranks.  There 
was  a  long  debate* 

Mr.  Pitt^  who  was  ftill  Paymafter,  fpoke 
againft  the  claufe  : — 

* 

'  I  never  will  agree,*  he  faid,  '  to  call  of-  fp'^^S"'* 
ficers  and  foldiers  to  the  bar  of  this  Houfe  ^^t-L 
to  traduce  and  impeach  each  other.     If  they  ccWi^g"' 
once  learn  the  way  to  come  here -with  their  mfnft«  ^ 
complamts.  they  will  next  come  with  their 
petitions.     Our  bulinels  is  to  conuder  of 
the.  number  qf  forces  neceffary  for  the  de^ 

fence 
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^  viiif *  fence  of  this  kingdom  and  out  poflefficJti^i 
*^J^^  and  to  grant  the  money  for  the  maintaining 
that  namber.  We  have  no  bufinefs  with  thcf 
conduft  of  the  army,  or  the  officers  or  foU 
diets  complaints ;  thofe  are  fubje6ls  which 
belong  to  the  Kingj  or  to  fuch  as  Ihall  bci 
commiffioned  by  him  to  hear  them*  If  we 
give  ear  to  them^  we  {hall  not  only  deftroy 
the  difcipline  of  the  army^  but  make  Parlia-* 
raent  deteftable ;  for  it  will  be  imp6ffible  to 
give  fatisfaftion  to  both  parties;  befides 
cauling  great  trouble  and  negleft  of  duty, 
in  coming  from  diftant  parts  of  the  king- 
dom. Therefore  I  hope,  Sir,  the  Houfe  will 
not  permit  any  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the 
complaint  that  has  been  offered*  There  is 
pot  the  leaft  pretence  for  faying  that  it  re-^ 
lates  to  the  freedon^  of  eleftion  ;  nor  to  the* 
particular  eleftion  for  Weftminfter  now 
going  on.  It  relates  fihgly  to  the  duty  of 
two  non-commiffioned  officers,  fent  out 
with  a  party  upon  duty,  and  it  was  the  fer* 
geant's  duty  to  have  made  report  of  this  cir- 
cumftance  if  it  happened,  and  he  knew  of 
it,  to  his  commanding  officer.  Why  he  did 
not  is  not  for  us  to  inquire  ;  nor  is  it  a  quef* 
tion  for  this  Houfe  to  determine  whether 
the  confmanding  officer  has  punifhed  his 

iergeant 
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feirgftant  and  corporal-  With  tttimeriteci^  feve^  ^vin  * 
Mty,!     It  beldngs  to  a  coilrt^martiai^   or^^^^J^ 
hoird  of  officers/ . 

The  clauIH  wsis  withdrawn; 

Oil  th(i  5th  of  Febriiaiy  I756,  Lord  jEjf^ 
'nwrtt  mdved  for  copiies  df  all  lettet;s  and 
bapers  relative  to  the  deniolitidn  of  Dun- 
Rirk,  according  to  the  late  treaty  of  Aix  la 
Chapeile*i    - 

Mh  Pitt  dppOfeci  this  nidtioii;    tie  (ai^  ur.  tinH 
'  it  was  not  only  idipdlftk  but  dan^tdui  *  Anutk.. 
as  teiiding  to  irivdlve  th6  liajdtin  ih  drioihet      '     ' 
V&f  with  Fnlnce,  i/fhtti  it  waft  iidtdHdUi  we 
Vere  in  lio  fitUation  addqtiat^  to  beai*  tfa6 
isxpence;    It  was  a  Very  good  ahfWer  to  the 
tnotiqh  id  fay  it  was  pi^mature ;  foi'  ianct 
the  coriduiiort  of  the  treaty  there  had  iiot 
yet  bee^^portttnity  td  eXepiite  all  Hht  ard- 
cjles  bf  it ;  that  thfe  cdft  df  the  wofk  being 

to  be  deffiiyed  and  JJerfdhiiCd  by  the  Frent*^ 
they  may  fay^  **  Our  finances  ate  tedvLted^ 

^tstinii  niefcomh  f9Lp  (in  his  biafy),thsitthid  motion  odginaM^ 
With  ^Ih^wse  ^  aiiad-wtieii  the  inutility  of.  it  ymi  reyeftmedli 
hi#  Royal  Highneri,  he  ikid^  «<  That  mdkiilg  the  jnotiOn  would 
xaa)Lf  the  itiinifht  feel  Chcyh^ 

¥01.  L  O  w« 
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^vni/'  we  cannot  affprd  the  money  atprefent,  but 
Vsv— ^  fliall  in  a  little  time."  At  all  events  the  mo- 
tion/  he  faid,  *  was  highly  improper  at  that 
moment.  It  was  an  affront  to  the  French 
court,  and  as  we  were  not  in  a  condition  to 
fupport  it  by  any  ftrong  meafures,  it  was 
exhibiting  our  petulance  and  impotence. — 
At  a  future  period,  with  a  recruited  finance 
and  .repaired  marine,  the  motion  may  be 
proper,  if  the  terms  of  the  treaty  have  not 
^  been  complied  with.  But  if  the  motion  is 
carried,  and  it  fhould  come  out  that  Dun- 
kirk  is  i^ow  in  the  ftate  that  it  was  in  by  the 
•  tre?ity.  of  Utrecht, ^-explained  in  jthe  year 
'  a7i7,.  whicji  he  believed  to  he  the  faft^ 
would  any  gentleman  fay  this  was  a  crime  in 
,tbe  prefent  miniftry,  or  a  fufficient  reafon 
for  a  quarrel  with  France  ?'  , 

.    The  motion  was  negatived  by  242  to  it£. 


r 
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^  .Qn  the  i7tb  of  January  1751,  the  Parlia- 
raent/met.  The  ICing,.  in  his  fpeech,  in^ 
foritcdthem  that.he  had  concluded  a  treaty 
with  Spain,  and  another  with  the  Ele6lor  of 
JBavaria.  The  addrefs  was  moved  in  the 
'ofual  ftyle,  -  approving  oi  thde  treaties,, 
although  they  had  ^pt  then  been  laid  be-*^ 
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tore  the  Uoufe;   which  occafiobed  a  long  ^vjti.^v 
debate;  ;. : 


tf$U 


Lord  Egmoht  ino¥ed  to  leave  out  all  the 
words  oi  a^robation  m  the  addrefs;  He 
was  anfwered  by 

• 

.    Mr.  Pitt^   who  faid,   *  The  treaty  with 
Bavarig^  was  founded  in  the  beft  political  f'j-^^'"^' 
wifdom ;  it  was  a  wife  meafure,  is  tending  ^thTavi! 
rood  efFe^lually  to  prefer ve  the  balance  of  sJa!Sf 
power  in  .  Germany,  and  of  courfe  to  pre-     ^*  ^' 
ferve  the    tranquillity   of  Europe;       The 
Eleftor  of  Bavaria  was  taken  off  from  the 
French  inteitft  by  it,  which,  as  it  cbntri- 
buted  to  weaken  the-  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  it 
contributed  to  the  continuation  of  peace. — 
The  treaty  with  Spain  was  a  wife  and  ad- 
vantageous meafure.     The  court  of  Spain   ' 
had  agreed  to  many  eorid^ffions ;  they  £ad 
agrefed  to  pay  a  lauge  funa  to  the  South  Sea 
Company;    to.  the.  re-eftablifhriient*  of  the 
3ritifh  trade, in  Spain,,  that-  Britifli  fubjefts 
were  to  pay  no  othej:*  duties  on  .merchan* 
dize  than  what  the  King  of  Spain's  own 
fubjeSs  were  to  payZ-r^Locd /£^^;wm^had 
obfejrved  thgitthe  claiia  ofnctfcfii^cAhad  not       ^ 
been-  revived  in  the  .  t!reiatiy  V  ax«i  apt  basing 
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^  vxrjf'  ^^  mcmiohed,  this  effimtial  point  haA  b«ea 
'^^^  totally  abandoned.  To  this  part  of  Lord 
Egmant^s  fpeech  Mu  Pitt  anfwered^  *  That 
he  had  once  been  an  advocate  for  that 
claim :  It  was  when  he  was  a  young  qdan ; 
but  now  he  was  ten  years  older ;  had  con- 
fidered  public  affairs  more  coolly^  and 
was  convinced  that  the  claim  of  no  Jearch 
refpeCling  Britiih  veffels  near  the  coaft  of 
Spanilh  America  could  never  be  obtained, 
unlefs  Spain  was  fo  reduced  as  to  conient 
to  any  terms  her  ccm^ueror  mig^t  think 
proper  to  impofe/ 

Lord  Bgffiicni^  motion  was  negatived^  by 
203^ainft74.  ^ 

Ob  the  20th  of  March  the  Prince  of 
el  the  _   Vf!a/^idied, 


Prince  •{ 
Wakf* 


It  k  not  the  dbfign  of  this  work  to  fiate 
the  particulars  of  any  event,  which  have 
been  already  related  in  other  books,  unle& 
fiich  relation  is  very  erroneous.  This  event 
b  no  otherwife  necefiary  to  mention  hexe 
than  as  it  annihilated  the  plan  of  a  regular 
and  iyftematic  oppofition  that  was  formii^ 
and  when  compleiedl  was  intended  to  a£t 
tmder  his  Royal  Highnefs's  pvotcfiion  and 
controuL    LcMrd  M<k9m^€'$  printed  account 
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admits  this  fiiA  in  part.  But  there  are  letters  ^  ^|^|f - 
from  gerfons  of  the  firft  confideration  which  ^"^^ 
may,  perhaps,  on  fome  fiitureday  be  printed^ 
whkh  (late  this,   and  other  traits  of  the 
Prince's  chara3er,  ftronger,  and  with  more 
trndi  than  Lc^d  Melcambc  has  done. 

TTie  pxinted  accounts  of  the  Prince's  ch>- 
taELer  are  not  very  exafcl.  Perhaps  they 
were  wrtCten  very  foon  after  hk  death,  when 
BD  impartial  vrrtter  might  be  influenced  by 
caution ;  for  all  forts  of  miniften  are  eager 
to  profecute  the  liberty  of  the  prefe,  when 
they  can  da  it  under  the  pretence  of  defend- 
ing royalty.  Nor  is  it  lefi  true,  that  when 
they  are  difmiffed  from  office,  np  fubjea$ 
are  more  eager  to  exercife  this  privilege. 
Thcfe  accounts  ftatc  the  Prince  to  have 
been  a  man  of  moll  excellent  talents,  and 
pollHfing  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
Britilh  coiiftitution,  &c,  &c.  Noaflertions 
can  be  more  difiant  from  truth.  The  beft 
of  his  qualifications  might  be  negatively 
defcribfcl  His, heart  was  not  bad;  nor 
wa$  he  an  memy  to  the  kingdom ;  he  a- 
m^^  no  private  treafures,  noradopted  any 
fimfter  advice  with  a  view  to  obtain  them ; 
he  was  not  initne,  nor  under  the  private 
tcitioa  of  th«  Princefs, 
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1 

The  Regency  dJfpoitted.'---J)elmte  uferiit^rr^CoMj^' 
of  the  King.— The  Bedfords  turned  dut> — Mr. 
Pittas  treatment  of  tfie  Duke  pj  Newcafile,—Mr^ 

•   Pitt's  Bill  for  the  Relief  of  the  Cfieljeci  Penjioners, 

T'mE  death  of  the  iPrince  of 'Pf^^^i  filled 
the*  oppofitibn  with  the  gfeateft  jToli- 
fternatioh  and  cbrifufiori;  Several  'cfiT  thteih 
thought  of  makiiig  terms  with  the  rriinifter 
^^others  of  feceding— ind  fortie'^ere  for 
ren42(firiing  with 'the  'Priltcdrs/'and  taking  thip^ 
chahc^'df  events/         *  ^-      • 


The 


^* 


regency         The  firft  meafure  of  government  was  the 

^ppomud  P    .         .     .  . 

fettlement  of  a  regency,'  w|iich  was' 4one 
upon  fair  and  liberal  term§.  The*  Princefs 
Dowager  was  madfe  Regent^'  and  guardian 
of  the  minor,  as  well  as  of  her  pther 
children.  Being  a  female,  Ihere  was  «^ 
council  of  regency  appoihted,  cohfiflihg  of 
the  great  officer's  of  ftate,  and  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  was  placed  'at  the  hea'd  of  it. 
This  compHmeut  to  the  Duke  occafioiied 
fome  invidious  fpeeches  iti  Parliament,  from 

gentlemei^ 
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gentlemen  who  were  not  acquainted  with  ^  "ix. 
the  Duke's  real  charafter.-^Time  has  fhe^vn  ^tfj^l^^ 
that  the  analogies  they  offered  in  the  way 
of  prophefy  had  not  the  leaft  foundation  in 
truth.  The  Duke  had^  in  the  jndgmehtof 
thefe  gentlemen,  treated  the  5cQts  rebels 
with  too  much  feverity.  But  this  was  a 
juftifiable  feverity.  And  thqfe  who*  had 
latent  defigns  forgave  not  the  dilappoint- 
ment^of  them,  .  '  .  . 


\f 


The  debate  was  upon  the  claufdrel, ^  , 

-  ^  '   '  ,       -       I      I        ■  » •    1       •    •     Debate 

^tig  the  jcoun'cil.   Mr;  Pitt  defended  tHet>ill  \  *^p°"  i>. ' 
but  by  fomething  he  ford  corfcetnin'g  «tHe  * 

councillor.  Fox  thdught  he  hinted  at  the 
Duke  of'^iiTTtJberland/  2iiid  begaii/deftriy iiig 
the  Duke  ;  but  Mr:'  Hii?'^Xplain<^d'  in  fuch 
terms  ^  that  Mr/  Fox  Wint  tiway  withotit 
dividing^  The  debate  being  in  a  comniit- 
te^,  the  speaker  (Onflow)  mad^  a*v6ry  able 
fpeech  againft  the  claufe,  which  he;'depVe- 
cated  as  fraught  with  great  and  probable 
'evils;  he  dreaded  no  improper  ambition  iti 
the  Duke;  nothing,  he  was  confident,  was 
farther  from  his  Royal  Highnefs's  heart;  but 
his  apprehenfion  was,  that  the  Duke  and 
Princefs  would  not  r(?(ji/^^*in' meafures; 
find  he  infinuated,  in  delicate  terms,  his 

O  ^  anxiety 
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^^x.''  anxiety  upon  the  inifunderfl*tuJing  vrhicli 
M^  fubfifted  between  the  Prinpefs  Pow^ger  4ii4 
^  Piincefs  Amelia;  and  the  warm  »fie<Qio^ 
betwpen  the  Jatter  Prinpefs  apd  her  brother;  * 
This  fpeech  gave  Mr.  Pflham  9  great  deal  of 
lineafinefs^  ajid  he  pfti^i^  mei^tipoed  \u 

The  Regent  was  not  impeded  in  her  jui| 
authority  by  any  h^rfli  conditions  j  nor 
were  there  any  limitations  of  her  power 
introjduced  i^t  implied  the  lead  fufpicipA 
of  lier  infegrity  pr  yeftitudj?*  The  King 
ofuf^  himfeif  treated  hejr  with  every  mark  of 
refpe^  attention,  and  affeflion*  He  fre- 
quently vifited  her ;  12,500!.  weyp  ipiinedi- 
^tely  paid  her ;  and  notwithftanding  the  war 
which  quickly  followed  demanded  greater 
fupplies  than  the  war  of  any  forpaer  period, 
yet  her  money  was  conftapUy  paiiJr  Ao4 
when  the  Prince  of  Wales  (George  III.) 
arrived  at  the  age  of  pightepn,  the  King 
prdered  him  a  feparate  ajlowanpe  (pypr  apd 
jgiboye  what  w^s^s  given  to  thp  Piincefs j  of 
40,0001.  per  annum  from  hi$  piyi|  Ji^; 

The  party  which  had  arranj^ed  thejnlelvie^ 
pnder  the  late  Prinpe  of  Wdles^  beifig  now 
without  he^d  pr  cemen^.^  thp  felfyim  &y 

"  '  ^1^ 
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ihey  hmd  an  opportunity  of  incriafing  the  ^^^^^ 
liumber  of  their  fupporters,  by  cmbraciog  ^^T^ 
the  fugitives,  jind  turning  out  (he  Pu)ce  of 
Bedford  and  his  ffipnds,  who  had  n^vcv 
a&ed  cordially  with  them,  not  even  during 
the  war.    In  June  17^1,  the  Duke  of  Bed-  ^l^ 

ford  was  diftniflcd  from  the  office  of  fecret^ry  JjjJJ?'* 
pf  (late^  and  I^ord  Sandwich  from  the  poft 

*  of  firft  lordof  the^admin^ty,  Lord  Trentham 
(fince  created  Marquis  of  Stafford),  from 
the  iame  boards  and  fome  others  of  \m 
Grace's  frieads  from  Oth^r  offices.  Thejfe 
lioblemen  and  gentlemen  being  joined  by 
thofe  pf  tlie  late  Prince's  party,  wjjo  had  not 
united  with  the  Pclhams^  they  formed  a  frelh  ' 
oppofition ;  and  though  they  were  not  con** 
liderabie  in  num)>er^  they  were  fuppofed  to 
be  privately  counCfcnance4  by  the  Duke  of 
(Jumierlan4$  ?tnd  %q  Ji^vp  a  fecret  com^ 
inumciition  with  Mr.  Fox.  Lord  Holdfv^ 
fieffe  fucceeded  the  Duke  of  Bedford^  aild 
l^ord  Anfon  v^s  placed  at  the  f^dmira}ty. 

Thfs  feflion  clofed  in  Jupe,  and  fiQtbing 
paaterja}  happened  during  th^  fummer? 

Parliament  met  again  on  the  i-^th  of  No- 
yembef  175?,  but  thfere  were  ijo  debates ; 

#n4 
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*^^ix7'  and  the  fbffipn  clofed  on  the  25th  of  MarcB 

^"lirf  1752*  ^^^^  ^^y^  ^f^^^  the  •parliament  rofe 
^e  King  went  to  Hanover.  During  his 
»  Majefty's  abfence,  there  was  a  great  deal  tof 
intrigaihg  and  negotiating /*amongft  all 
parties;  But  in  e\'ery  one  of  thefe  negotia- 
tions Mr.  Pittand  ihcGrenvilles  were  totally 
omitted ;  ^  however,  the  increafing  weight 
and  confequence  of  Mr.  Fitt  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  excited  the  jeAlbuly  of  the 
prineipal  perFonsin  office,  as  well  asofthofe 
/  in  oppofition.  He  was  not  Jgnorant  of  the 
clandeftine  proje6b  of  Both  parties  ;  tut  he 
defpifed  them.  *  In  one  confeiftricc  ^he  had 
with -the  Duke  of  Newcnjile,  he  treated  that 

Mr.  Pitt's  Tidbleman  in  fuch  a  manneK'thatf  if  he  had 

treaftneut  ,  ,  „    .        J      -   4 

BuklTof    nbt- dreaded  hirti  he  Would -'have  difmifled 
ii«Vcaftic,  jjjj^  .^  f^j.  jjg  {^iii  Jj^ij  ^j^g  p^fl;  of  Paymaftef. 

The  fubjeft  of  the  conference  was  the  mea- 
fures  which  the-  King  was  taking  in  '  Ger- 
afiSny,  to  fecure  the  elefiiori  'of  ^  K^ng  oT 
th^'Komans.  ^In  this  conference.' Mr.  Pitt 
told  his  Grace  that  he  engaged  for  fubfidies 
^vithiOut  knowing,  the  extent  of  the  fums, 
and  for  alliances  without  knowing  the  terms. 
The  Duke  complained  of  Mr.  Pitt's  hauteur 
to  his  confidential  friend  Mr.  Stone,  who 
advifed  his  Grace  to  overlook  it'^  faying  it 
.V^oul^  be  moft  prudent, 
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In  the  fuccceding  feflion,  which  began  bn  ^  ^3 
Jhe  1 1  th  of  January  1753,  and  ended  the  7th 
6f  June  in  the  fame  y tar,  Mr.  i^^M6ok  no 

part  in  any  of  the  debates,       ' 

» 

And  he  was  alfo  totally  lilent  in  thfe  hext 
feflion,  which  commenced  on  the   15th  of     • 
November  1753,  and  clofed  on  the  6th  of 


oners. 


In  1754  Parliament  was  diffolved. 

. .  .    . .  •       •  .     .  :  •     •  t         •         *  ^.• 

The  new  parliament 'met  on  the  i4th  of 
November.  Mr.  Pttt  wai^ftill  in  Kis  bfficc 
of  Paymafter.'  The  he^t  day  (the  i5tH),  as 
foon  as  th^  addrefs  Was'  reported, .Mr.  Pid 

t  •  '  Mr.  Fitft 

moved  for  lieave  to  briris:  iti'  a'  bill  which  will  biiff^rthe 

.  •  .'  '  ,  .  rclirf  of 

be  an  everlafting  monument  to  his  humanity.  |^«  ^^ 
He  prefaced  this  motion  with  a  melancholy 
defcription  of  the  hardfhips  to  which  the 
out-penfionei^s  of 'Chelfea  Hofpital  were  ek- 
pofed  by  the  prefent  improper  mode  of 
paying  their  penfions.  The  poor  difabled 
veterans,  he  faid,  who  were  entitled  to  this 
excellent  pharity,  were  cruelly  oppreffed  by 
a  number  of  wretches  who  fupplied  them 
with  money  in  advance.  By  the  prefent 
method,  the  poor  man  can  receive  no  money 

until 
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^^i^'*^  until  be  has  been  twelve  months  upon  the 
**^^  lift.  This  was  extremely  unjuft,  becauref 
'  the  poor  veteran's  meiit  and  claim  to  the 
charity  commenced  from  the  moment  of  liis 
difability  in  the  fervice.  But  by  this  delay 
of  the  firft  pay  ment,  he  was  under  the  nccef* 
iity  of  borrowing  mc^ney  upon  the  certificate 
'of  bis  admiffion  Upon  the  lift.  He  was  (iip« 
plied  with  a  pittance  by  one  of  the  people 
called  ufufers,  who' compelled  the  poor 
wretch  to  allow  him  a  moft  exorbitant  in^ 
tereft.  The  pradice  continuing  a  few  years, 
the  penfiosier  bad  nothing  to  lubfift  on ;  the 
whole  of  his  penfion  being  fwallowed  up  in 
ufury.  To  remedy  this  grievance,  he  pro* 
pofed,  by  his  bill,  that  when  the  pc^oacr 
was  admitted  upon  the  lifi^  half  a  year's  pen** 
Son  Qioukl  be  advanced  and  paid  him ;  with 
fome  other  regulations  on  the  iame  humane 
principle,  and  the  bill  to  commence  on  the 
25th  of  December  i754,-— Thie,  bill  >vas 
.  .  immediately  brought  in,  and  unanimoufly 
pafTed  both  Houfes^  with  uncommciQ  e:;^ 
peditiont 

V    Mr,  Pitt  took  no.  part  in  th«  debates 
during  the  feffion,  which  ended  on  tbe  a5tH 
"       of  April  1755 ;  and  three  days  after  the 
Kiflg  fet  out  f<?r  Hanover. 
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CHAP.    X. 

Dtaih  of  Mr.  Pdlum.-^Mr.  Fox  mjhcs  tofueccetd 
Mr.  Pelhantf  and  to  ie  Minifier  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. — Explanation  oj  Miniftcr  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons. — Mr.  Pitt  expels  to  be  made  Secre* 
iary  of  State* — Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  appointed^ 
General  DiJfatisfaSion. — Party  at  LeiceficT'- 
Houfe.State  of  the  Nation. 

TN  March  1754,  .Mr.  Pelham  died.    This 
^  event  proved  as  fatal  to  the  miniftry  as 
the  death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  been  JJj;  ^^ 
to  the  4»ppofition.  '  • 

Mr.    Fox,  iffho  was  fecretary  at  war, 
wiflied  to  fuccced  to  Mr.  Pelham's  fituation^  ^iih^ta 
and  the  oppo(ition  offered  to  a6l  under  him  Mr!  pfi- 
if  he  was  appointed;   but  the  Duke  of  to  be"* 
Newcaflle   faid,   **  He    had   been  ficondoixh^ 
miniiler  long  enough ;  that  he  would  not  common. 
have  a£ied  in  that  capacity  under  any  body 
but  his  brother,  and  now  his  brother  was  gone 
he  would  be  at  the  head  of  the  treafury 
himfdf.^    Mr.  Fox  then  folicited  the  Duke 
to  fttcceed  his  Grace  in  the  office  of  fecre-> 
tary  of  ftate ;  and  it  is  very  probable  that 

this 
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^  \^  ^'  ^^^^  requeft  would  have  been  granted,  haa 
he  not'infifted  upon  having  the  manage- 
jneiit  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  the 
Duke  peremptorily  refufed ;  and  upon  that 
point  the  negotiatiofi  broke  off. 


»754. 


k' 
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ixpTanai.  '^^^  itianageriieht  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
pter 5*'  mo'ns,  as  it  is  called,  is  a  confidential  de- 
ofcom-^  partment,  unknown  to  the  conftitution. 
In  the  public  accounts  it  is  immerfed  under 
the  head  of  fecret  fervice.  It  is  ufually  given 
to  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  when  thfkt  poll  is 
filled  by  a  commoner.  The  buiin&fs  of 
the  department  is  to  diftribute  with  art  and 
policy,  amongft  the  members  who  have  no 
ofienfible  places,  fums  of  money  for  their 
fupport  during,  the  fefliori ;  befides  cbn- 
tratls,  lottery  tickets^  and  other  douceurs. 
It  is  no  uncommon  circumftance,  at  the 
end  of  a  feflion,  for  a  gentleman  to  receive 
five  hundred  or  a  thoufand  pounds  for  his 

Jervices  **  , 

When 

*Mr.  Foxwsis  fo  confident  his  negotiation  with  the  Duke  would 
fiieceedy  that  while  it  was  pending^  he  font  the  following  letter  to 
his  .friends  :  .  . 

**  The^  King  hai  declared  his  intention  -^o  make  me  fecretary 
of  ftate,  .and  I  (very  unworthy  as  I  fear  I  am  of  fuch  an  under- 
taking) muft  take  the  conduit  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,    I  cannOf^ 

there- 


»754- 
Mr.  Pitt 
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When  it  was  known  that  the  Duke  of  ^  ^^  ^* 
Nervcqftle  intended  the  Trcafury  for  him- 
felf,    Mr.  Pitt  expefted  that  the  feals  of 
fecretary  of  flate  would  have  been  offered  [^^^ 
to  hinu    It  is  certain  that  he  did  not  afk  ^^'^;7 

therefore,  well  accept  the  office,  till  after  the  firft  day's  debate, 
which  may  be  a  warm  one.  A  great  attendance  that  day  of  my 
friends  will  be  of  the  greate(l  confequence  to  my  future  fituation, 
and  I  fboiild  be  extremely  happy,  if  you  would,  for  that  reafon, 
flicw  yoiirfelf  amongft  them,  to  the  great  honour  of  &c.  &c. 

«  H.  FOX/* 


In  the  Memoirs  of  the  Marchioncfs  of  Pompadour  (vol,  u 
f  ages  57,  58,  59,  Eng.  tranf.  176^)  we  arc  prefentcd  with  a  very 
intereifting  anecdote,  written  (o  Cardinal  Weury,  hy  an  EngUJh 
minijler  of  that  time : 

*«  I  peridon  (writes  the  minlfter)  ba!f  the  Parliament,  to  keep 
it  quiet,  .But  as  the  King's  money  is  not  fufficient,  they,  to  whom 
I  give  none,  clamour  loudly  for  a  war  ;  it  would  be  expedient  for 
yoiireitiinence  to  remitmc  three  millions  of  French  livres,  in  order 
10  filence  thqfe  barkers.  Go^d  is  a  metal  which  here  correfls  all  - 
ill  qualities  in  the  blood.  A  pen(ion  of  aoool.  a-year  will  make 
the  mQft  impetuous  warrior  in  Parliament  as  tame  as  a  laMh,** 

By  the  help  of  this  anrcdote,  we  are  enabled  to  comprehend 
the  myfiical  meaning  of  a  minifter*s  f  fanning  of  a  Parliament,  and 
of  a  minifter's  conducing  a  Hoi/fe  of  Commons.  The  former 
phrafe  we  find  ufcd  by  Mr.  Tipdall,  in  the  o6lavo  edition  of  his  • 

Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  xxi.  page  439 — it  runs   thus :  "  Mr. 

P ,  before  his  death,  had  fettled  the  flan  of  the  new  Par< 

liaiiient."—- And  fame  vol.  page  510,  he  fubjtfins.^"  As  to  the 
elections,  they  went  miKh  in  the  fame  track  thai  had  been  taid  out 
^  Mk-.  P ."  ,    , 

for 
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^*^/*  for  diem^  but  he  expefted  diem  whhctat 
*-'^'*^  afking.    This  difappointment  was  in  fomcf 
degree  palliated  by   making  Mr.  George 
GrenvitU  treafurer  of  the  navy^  who  at  that 
time  lived  in  the  utmoft  intimacy  with  Mr. 
Pitt  J  and '  was  become  his  relation^  by  Mr* 
^itt  haying  lately  married  bis  (ifter.     Mrr 
Legge  was  appointed   chanceUor  of.  thcj 
wafon^^  exchequer,  and  Sir  Thomas  R^obinfon  fecre- 
'^^^^    tary  of  ftate,  and  fome  other  alterations 
were  made.    But  notwithftanding  this  zu 
Genent    Tangemeut^  there  was  a  general  diflatisfac- 
*ffauafic*  ^^  throughout  all  parties.     Some  diiliked 
the  meafure^,  others  diiliked  the  men ;  in 
fine,  nobody  was  pleafed ;  neither  thole  in 
office,  nor  ihofe  out  j  and  there  was  a  neW 
party  forming  that  feemed  to  menace  mcn-e 
danger  to  their  views  than  their  own  dif- 
ferences^   This  was  the  party  of  Leicefier*^ 
tJk^r.  houfe,  which  threw  a  general  alarm  and 
conftemation  Qver  the  whole*    No  one  was 
^     quite  certain  of  whom  this  party  eonfified. 
Several  individuals  in  office^  and  in  oppofi'* 
tion,  were  fulpefted  of  fecretly  belonging 
to  it.    ' 

Another  circumflante,  not  lefe  alarming 
to  the  miniilry  than  to  th«  whole  natkm, 

was 
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\^a$  the  flame    of  war  which  had  been  ^"x/' 


kindled  in  Notth  America,  and  threatened     ^^^ 
to  burft  out  in  Europe.    Great  Britain  was  sutcoftht 
at  this  ^riod  every  day  more  clofely  riveted  ^*^''^°* 
to  the  continent  by  frefh  engagements,  while 
.  her  oWn  proper  affairs  were  totally  negle6led* 
Her  fleet  was  rotting  in  ordinary  \  her  army,    ' 
except  fuch  corps  as  were  under  the  eye  of 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland^  relaxed  in  difcip- 
line. — ^Her  minifl:ers  were  timid  by  difunion, 
and  their  meafures  were  enervated  by  ignor* 
ance.     However  unpleafing  the  fa£l  may  be 
to  relate,  it  is  a  fa£l  which  the  beft  informed 
perfons  will  not  contradict,  that  the  principal, 
if  not  only  attention  of  all  defcriptioris  of 
men,  was  employed  at  this  time  in  ifttriguing 
and  negotiating  for  pl?ices*     But  in  this 
general  aflertion,  it  is  not  to  be  underftood 
that  all  parties  were  influenced  by  the  fame 
motives.     There  is  no  doubt  that  fbme  per- 
fons  were  aftuated  by  the  paflion  of  felf- 
irfterell ;  but  it  is  equally  true  that  there  . 
were  many. who  were  governed  by  a  fincere    . 
defire  to   ferve  the   country;  that   offices 
were  no  other  wife  their  objefcls  than  ps  they 
gave  them  power  and  fituation  to  do  good* 
This  diftinftion  it  i?  not  only  proper,  but 
ncceflary,  to  make  j  becaufe  it  was  a  pria- 
.  Vol.  L  '       P  ciple 
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•  who  excelled  in  the  affumption  of  theatrical 
grace  md  gefture  ;  which,  added  to  a  good 
figure,  rendered  his  converfation  pardcn- 
larly  pleafing,  and  at  length  created  a  par- 
tialhy  in  his  favour.  The  Duke  of  New- 
€afile  arid  Mr.  Pelham  had  information  of 
every  circumftance  at  Leicefter-iHbtife.  In 
a  little  time  the  Bifhop  found  fome  very 
improper  books  put  into  the  bands  of  the 
Prince.  He  complained  of  this  matter  to 
the  Duke  of  Newcajilc,  and  in  a  few  days 

coJrtsmd  Lord  Harcourt  and  the  Bifhop  refigned. 

tt&ffu  From  the  period  of  making  this  co%snter 
complaint,  it  became  a  ftruggle  between  the 
party  of  Leice/ler-hoii/e  and  the  Felkams^ 

*  which  fbould  have  the  power  of  educating 
"   the  Prince. — While  this  difpute  was  going 

on,  a  third  party  (the  Bedfords)  interfered 
for  the  fame  purpofe;  by  attacking  Sti)ne^ 
and  Murray.  Thefe  gentlemen  were 
charged  .with  iieing  Jacobites.  Lord 
Raven/worth  brought  the  charge.  A  com- 
mittee of  the  p«vy  council,  was  dire&ed  to 
inquire  into  it.  The  committee  fat  fcverat 
•  times  upon  it :  But  the  two  confidents  had 
the  addrefe  to  acquit  themfekes,  although 
Mr.  Fatucett^  recorder  of  Newcaftle^  fwore 
ta  tiltir.  hiivbg  dRiiJt  the  Pi;etenderVte^^ 
feveral  times» 


motion* 
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Oti  the,  22d  of  March  1753,  the  Duke  of  ^xl^' 
Bedford  made  the  following  motion  in\he>^7J^ 
Houfe  of  Lords ;  "  That  an  humble  ad-  ^^^  ^^ 
drefs  be  prefcnted  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  f^^^°'^'* 
would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  orders, 
that  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe  the 
feveral^^lpminations^  of  the  Lord  Ravewf'^ 
worth,  the  Dean  of  Durham,  Mr.  Fawceit, 
the  Lord  Bi(hop  of  5/.  AJapk;  the  Lord 
Bilhop  of  Gloucejier,  the  hon.-  Mr.  Murray^ 
his  Majefty  s  folicitor-geheral,  Andrew  Stone 
^fq,  and  fuch  other  examinations  upon' oath 
as  have  been  tajien  before  the  Lords  ap- 
pointed by,  his  Majefty  to  inquire  into  in- 
forigations  of  a  veryk  material  nature,  relat- 
ing to  a  perfon  in  the  fervice  of  their  Royal 
HighnelFes  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Prince 
Edrvard,  and  the  other  perfons  mentioned 
in  the  courfe  of  the  faid  examinations  ;  hke* 
wife  all  letters  and  papers  relative  thereto, 
and  the  report  made  by  their  Lordfhips  to 
his  Majefty  thereupon/'  But  the  Duke  of 
Newcajtlcy  and  the  reft  of  the  miniftry,  were 
againft  the  motion,  and  therefore  it  was 
negatived.  Lord  Harcourt  feid  in  the 
debate,  that  he  found  he  had  no  authority 
over  the  Prince's  education,  nor  could  he  he 
vf  any  fervice  unlefs  the  fub-governor  and 
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Others  (Scsftt  and  Crejfet^)  were  difmiflfed, 
all  Y)f  whom,  he  had  ftrong  reafons  to 
believe,  were  Jacobites^  and  therefore  he 
had  refigijed.  The  Pelkams  thought  they 
had  gained  their  point  in  the  prpteftion  of 
Stone  and  Murray,  and  in  appointing  Lord 
Waldegrave  and  the  Prfmate  to  fulgceed  the 
refigners ;  while  the  fa6l  was,  they  were 
deceived  and  betrayed  by  their  own  people. 
By  this  fecret  manoeuvre,  the  influence  and 
afcendency  of  Lord  Bute  were  completely 
cftabliftied.  At  that  time  was  circulated^ 
by  the  Bedford  party,  a  remarkable  paper^ 
which  the  reader  will  find  in^  the  notet. 

And 

•  CrelTct  was  fecretary  to  the  Princefs ;   and,  upon  her  recom« 
piendation,  was  appointed  treafurer  to  the  Prince. 

t  -^  Memorial  offiveral  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen^  of  the  fir Jk 
fank  andfortunet 

The  Memorialifts  reprcfent. 

That   the  education  of  the   Prince  of  Wales  is  of  the  utmoft 

,..«■-  •        »  > 

importance  to  the  whole  nation . — ^That  it  ought  always  to  be 
entrufled  to  Noblemefi  pf  the  moft  unblemiihed  honour,  and  t^ 
Prcla^es  of  the  moft  diftinguirtied  virtue,  of  the  moft  accompliihed 
learning,  and  of  the  mofl  unfulpetlbd  priiiciples  with  regard  to 
government  botli  in  the  church  and  ftate  : — That  the  misfortunes 
which  tl^  nation  formerly  fuffered,  or  efqaped,  under  King 
Charles  T.  'King  Charles  II.  and  King  James  II,  were  owing  to 
^he  bad  education  of  thofe  Frinces,  who  were  early  initiated  in 
maxims  of  arbitrary  power :— ^That  for  a  faftioQ  t^  engro(^  the 
education  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  themfeives,  excluding  men  of 
probity  and  learning,  is  unwanantabk,  dangerous,  and  illegal: — 

'       '  fEhat 
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And  in  the  weekly  paper  called  The  Trotejler 
(printed  in  fmall  folio)    like    The   North 

Briton^ 

That  to  ^lace«Tien  «boiit  tbe  Prince  of  Vales  whofe  priDcipIes  arc 

fufoeftcd,  and  whofe  belief  in  the  niyfteries  of  our  faith  is  doubtful, 
.has  the  mofi  mtfchievous  tendency,  and  ought  juftly  to  alarm  the 
friends  of  their  coun^lry,  and  of  jhc  Proteftant  hicceiT:on  : — That 
fpr  a  mini(ter  tjo  fu^^port  low  iivsn*  .who  wore  originally  improper 
fgr  the  Jiigh  .Uv!l  ta  wJiich  they  were  advanced,  after  conipUints 
made  of  dark,  Xii/picious,  and  unwarrantable  ;pethods  mad.'  ufe 
0;f  by  fuch  men,  in  their  pi m  of  education,  and  to  protect  and 
countenance  fuch  men  in  their  infolent  and  unheard-of  behavioux' 
to  their  fuperiors,  is  a  foundation  for  fi^({>e.6ling  the  wo^'Il  defigns 
in  fuch  rainiijers.: — That  it  Jjei/ig  notprious  that  books*,  incul- 
cating the  worft  maxims  of  government,  and  djefen/ding  the  mod 
avowed  tyrannies,  have  been  put  into  the  hands  gf  the  Prince  ojf 
Wales  J  it  cannot  but  aife^  the  n^moriali/ts  wi;h  tlip  mod  mclan* 
cjwly  apprehenlionSi  when  tjiey  iind  ihat  the  men  who  had  the 
honelly  and  refolution  to  cpmplain  of  fuch  ^fionifhing  methods  of 
in/lru£lioa  are  driven  away  from  court  f,  and  the  men  who  have 

•  Father  Orleans's  Reyolations  of  the  Hoi^fc  of  Stuart.— Kam fay's 
travels  *f  Cyrus. — Sir  Robert  Fihner's  Patriarch;  and  o^-hbr  books,  in- 
fiulcating  the-  fame  principles. 

+  Alluding  to  the  refignations  of  Lord  Harcourt  and  Dr.  Hayter,  who 
yere  fuccecfled  by  Lord  Waldcgravc  and  Dr.  Stone. 

The  following  lines  y/crc  written  un^cr  Dr.  Iiayter'5  portrait,  pub# 
^fhcd  at  this  time  : 

"  Not  gemlcr  virtue?  glowed  in  Cambray's  brea^, 
Not  more  his  young  Telemachus  was  bleil  j 
Till  envy,  fadion,  and  ambitious  rage. 
Drove  from  a  guilty  court  the  pious  fagc. 
Back  to  his  flock  with  tranfport  he  withdrew, 
And  but  one  figh,  an  honed  one,  he  knew  !     . 

0  guard  my  royal  pupil,  Heaven  !  he  faid. 
Let  not  his  youth  be,  like  my  age,  betray 'd  ! 

1  would  have  form'd  his  footilcps  in  thy  way, 
^t  vice  prevails,  and  impious  men  bear  fway." 


431 


«753< 


A3a 


ANECDOTES  AND  SPEECHES 


*763- 


^\i.^'  Briton^  Auditor,  &c  (ancl  which  {^^rm  to  be 
the  paper  alluded  to  by  Lord  M^lcombe^  in 
his  Diary,  p,  235,  236},  number  XV.  Sep- 
tember 8,  1753,  after  faying  a  good  deal 
about  Stone,  are  thefe  words :  **  And  what- 

' '  ever 


dared  to  teach  fuch  do6lrines  are  continued  in  truft  and  fevour:— - 
That  the  fecurity  of  this  government  being  built  on  Whig  princi- 
ples, is  alone  fupported  by  Whig  eeal : — That  the  eflablifliment  of 
the  prcfent  Royal  Family  being  fettled  in  the  timely  overthrow  >of 
Qneen  AuRe's  lad  miniftry,  it  cannot  but  alarm  all  true  Whigs  to 
hear  of  fchoolmafters  of  very  contrary  principles  being  thought 
of  for  preceptors,  and  to  fee  hone  but  the  friends  and  pupils  of 
the  late  Lord  Bolinghroke  entniffod  with  the  education  of  a  Prince 
whofe  family  that  Lord  endeavoured  by  his  meafures  to  excludej, 
and  by  his  writings  to  expel  fron>  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms: — 
That  there  being  great  reafon  to  beticve  that  a  noble  Lord  has  ac- 
cufed  one  of  the  preceptors  of  Jacobitifm,  it  is  aftoniftiing  that  no 
notite  has  been  taken  of  a  comjitaint  of  fo  high  a  nattrre ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  accufed  perfon  continues  in'  the  fame  trpfl,  without 
?^ny  inquiry  iuto  the  grounds  of  the  charge,  or  any  ftep  taken  by 
the  accufed  to  purge  liimfelf  of  a  crime  of  fo  black  a  dye : — ^That 
no  f^tisfa^tion  being  given  to  the  governor  and  preceptor,  one.  of 
whom,  though  a  nobleman  of  the  moft  unblemiihed  honour,  and 
the  other  a  prelate  of  the  moft  unbiall'ed  virtue,  who  have  both 
Been  treated  in  the  groffcfl  terms  of  abufe  by  a  menial  fervant  of 
the  family  j  it  is  derogatory  to  hjs  Mrjtfty*s  authority  under  which 
they  adled ;  is  an  alFrotit  to  the  Peerage  \  and  an  otitrage  to  thi 
dignity  of  the  church  i-r-That  whoever  advifed  the  refufa!  of  an 
audience  to  the  Bilhop  of  Norwich,  whp  was  fo  juftly  alarmed  at 
the  wrong  methods  vxiiich  he  faw  t^ken  in  the  education  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  is  an  enwny  to  this  country,  and  can  only  mean 
at  lead  to  govern  by  a  fadtion,  or  is  himfelf  influenced  by  a  xaoxt, 
dangerous  fa!6tion,  which  intends  to  overthrow  the  govenunent, 
ai><i  reliore  that  of  the  exiled  and  arbitrary  houl'e  of  Stuart : 
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ever  may  he  the  mirgivings  and  repinings  of  ^  ^f/' 
thofe  whp  expeflied  a  kingdom  of  their  own, 
and  who  now  fee  themfelves  for  ever  ex- 
cluded, thq/e  who  have  the  forming  of  the 
youth  have  reafon  id  promife  themfelves  the 
like  afcendancy  over  the  manJ' 

This  bufinefs  being  fettled,  the  party  at 
Leicefter-houfe  went  on.  as  they  thought 
proper.  Stone,  Murray,  and  Lord  Bute, 
were  in  perfeft  union ;  not  indeed  oflenfibly, 
but  confidentially.  And  in  a  very  little 
time  (that  is,  before  the  war  broke  out) 
Lord  Bath  paid  his  court  to  Lord  Bute,  and 

*^That  to  have  a  Scotchman  IMurray']  of  a  mod  difaffef^cd 

family,  and  allied  in  the  neareft  manner  to  the  PretCDd':r*s  firft 

minifter,  confultcd  in  the  education  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 

intruded  with  the  moft  important  fecrets  of  government,  muft  tend, 

to  alarm  and  difgiift  the  friends  of  the4>refcnt  Royal  Family,  an4 

to  encourage  the  hopes  and  attempts  of  the  Jdcobites: — Laiily,  the 

meiporialifts  cannot  help  remarking,  that  the  three  or  foiir  low, 

dark,  fiifpecled  perfons,  are  the  only  men  whofe  ftation  is  fixed 

and  permanent;  but  that  all  the  great  offices  and  officers  arc  fo 

confiantly  varied  and  (huffled  about,  to  the  difgrace  of  this  country, 

that  the  bcft  affe^ed  perfons  apprehend  that  there  is  a  fettled  defign 

in  thefe  low  and  I'ufpedled  people  to  infufe  fuchjealoufies,  caprices, 

and  fickleoefs  into  tlie  two  mini(lers,whofe  confidence  they  engrofs, 

as  may  render  this  government  ridiculous  and  contenfiptible,  and 

fecilitate  the  revolution,  which  the  memorialifts  think  t|)ey  have  but 

too  u^ucb  reafon  to  fear  is  meditating,     " 

GOD  preserve;  thk  jcing, 

vas 
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^^xi.^'  ^^^  admitted  of  his  cabinet     From  thi? 
^^^  time  may  be  dated  that  unhappy  and  danger- 
^   ^       ous  idea  which  Lord  Bute  bad  imbibed,  of 
of^e'*"*    fonning  a  double  cabinet.     He  had -it  from 
Sf^  Xord  Bath,  who  told  him,  the  ojicial  men 
Jvufe!'"'*"  ought  never  to  be  trufted  with  information 
of  any  meafur^  until  it  was  given  them  tQ 
execute.     They  were  the  Jervants,  he  faid, 
of  the  executive   power;    not  the  power- 
itfelf.     This  extraordinary  doftrine  will  ap- 
pear more  fully  if  the  letters  at  Fonthill  are 
printed;  for  Mr.  Alderman  Beckford  was 
one  of  thofe  who  at  this  time  paid  their  de? 
voirs  at  Leicefter-houfe. 

After  Stone  and  Murray  had  been  ac- 
quitted by  the  privy  council,  very  little  at- 
Hention  was  paid  to  Leiceftfer-houfc  or  it^ 
concerns  by  the  Pelhams  or  their.  Whig 
friends.  In  a  very  few  years  the  ideas  of  at 
feparate  intereft,  and  of  a  feparate  party^ 
were  become  perfedly  vifible  iat  Leicefter-? 
Jipufe. 
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Suhjidiary  Treaties  pith  Hanover,  Hejfe^  and  RuJJl^ 
^^Payment  to   Rujfia  refufcd^ — Duke  of  NeWf 
cajlle  fends  Mr.  Yorke  to  Mr.  Pitt. — Mr.  Fox 
offers  to  join  Mr.  Pitt. — Debate  on  the  Subjidiary 
treaties. — Mr.    Pitt    difmijfed — His    balances 
found  in  the  Bank. — The  Duke's  Minijlry  ap- 
pointed.— Further   Delate    on    the    Treaties. —  • 
France  menaces  an  Invajion  of  Great  Britain.^^ 
Heffian  and  Hanoverian  Troops  requefiedj  and 
'    iarrive  in  England.^^Mr.  Pitt  difapprdves  of  it. 
T^Thc  defign   of  the  .French  Cabinet.'^ France 
fakes  Minorca. — Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox  explain 
the     Caufcs    of  that    Capture. — True    caufe  of 
Admiral    Byngs     execuiicn, — Convention    with 
Pruffia, 

ON  the  15th  of  September   1755,  the 
King  returned  from  Hanover,  with  a  ^xn/* 
fiibfidiary  treaty  he  had  concluded  with  the  ""1^^ 
Landgrave  of  Heffe;  for  twelve  thoufand  Tr«ti« 
men,  for  the  defence  of  Hanover  or  Great  w,  juo^ 
Britain. — Another  treaty  with  Ruffia,  which 
he  had  negotiated  abroad  for  40,000  men, 
for  the  defence  of  Hanover  in  cafe  that 
Eljeftorate  fhould  be  invaded,  was  Jinj/Iied, 
and  figned  at  Kenfington  on  the  3cth  of  the 
^me  month.  • 
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^xn.^*       In  the  month  of  Oftober,  a  draft  from 
^yr'^  Peterfburgh  was   prefented  to  the  Britifli 

exchequer  for  ioo,oool.  in  confequence  of 
.   the   Ruffian  treaty.     Mr.  Legge  confulted 

Mr,  Pitt.  They  'united  in  refuting  pay- 
ftymrnt  ment  until  the  treaty  Had  been  approvedby 
rWcd.     Parliament. 

While  the   fling  was  at  Hanover,  the 
Duke  of  Nezvcq/ile  received  information  of 
'    the  negotiations   carrying  on   there ;    and 
\>eiug  fenfible  of  the  difapprobation   with 
which  the  treaties  with  HefTe  and  Ruffia 
would  be  received  in  England,  he"  endea- 
voured by  negotiations  at  home  to  ftrengthen 
his  minifterial  power.     Of  all  his  opponents 
he  reckoned  Mn  Pitt  the  moft  formidable ; 
Mr.Yorke  to  him  thcT^forc  he  firft  applied.     Hefent 
^itt.    ,    the  hon, ,  Charles  Yorke  to  him,  to  found  fdm^ 
.  as  he   called   it.      When   Mr.   Yorke  ,had 
opened  his  bufinefs,  and  began  to  make  a 
tender  of  the  Duke's  fincere  friendftiip  for 
Mr.  Pitt,  his  Grace's  unlimited  confidence 

in  -^ -,  Mr.  Pitt  flopped  him  ihort,  and 

faid,  "That  as  to  frieudlhip  and  confidence,  ' 
there  were  none  between  them  ;  if  ever  there 
had  been  any,  they  were  now  entirely  de- 
ilroyed ;  That  he  (Mr.  -PzWj. laboured  under 

the 
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fhe  King's  difpleafure,  which  the  Duke  of  ^^j^*"-. 
NewcajiU  ought  to  have  removed ;  the  Duke 
perfefclly  knew,  he  faid,  that  the  Royal  dif* 
pleafure  arofe  from  mifreprefentaiion,  and 
unitl  that  profcription  was  taken  oft'  he 
would  enter  inta  no  converfation  whatever, 
^either  with  his  Grace  or  w^ith  any  perfon 
from  him,'' 


Mn  Fox  having  been  informed  of  this 
difference  between  the  Duke  of  Newcajlk 
and  Mr.  Pitt^  made  a  propofal  to  join  Mr. 
Pitt  againft  the  Duke  of  Newcajlle.  Mr._?ff«^j^^^ 
Pitt  rejefted  the  propofal.  It  is  eafy  to  fee  ^'^^ 
Mr.  Pitt\  motive  for  this.  Mr.  Fox  was  the 
favourite  of  the  Duk?  of  Cumberland ;  and 
his  Royal  Highnefs  had  differed  with  the 
Duke  of  NexjocaflU  concerning  the  prepara- 
tions for  war,  in  which  his  Highnefs  thought ' 
the  minifter  negligent  and  backward ;  and 
he  moreover  had  in  contemplation  the  ap* 
pointment  of  a  new  miniftry.  If  Mr.  Pitt 
had  accepted  Mr.  Fox\  propofal,  he  rauft 
have  taken  a  fubordinate  fituation,  which 
he  could  never  think  of,  under  Mr.  Fox. 


The  Prince's  party  at  Leicefter-houfe  was 
increafmg,  and  Mr.  Pitt  was  generally- fup* 

PQfe4 


1755- 


tgS  ANECDdTES  AND  SPEECHES 

^  xu.^'  pofed  to  belong  to  them ;  but  it  was  ndfe 
true:  He  was  their  friend,  but  not  their 
coadjutor; 

Parties  were  in  this  ftate  when  Patrlia- 
ment  met,  on  the  13th  of  November  1755^- 
The  treaties  with  Ruffia  and  Heffe  were 
mentioned  in  the  King's  fpeech ;  and  an 
infinuation  of  an  engagement  to  approve  of 
them  was  introduGcd  in  the  addrefs  of  each 
Houfei 

Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Lcgge  condefmhcd  then* 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms* 


i-*.- 


Mr.  Pltfs 


Mr.  Pitt  faid,  ^They wfere  advifed,  framed, 
a^'^nftthc  ^"^  executed,  not  with  a  view  to  t:he  de- 
^^*h'"      f^nee  of  Great  Britain  in  cafe  fht  (hoold  bfe 
nnd^       invaded  by  France ;  not  with  a  view  to  pro^ 
te£l  the  allies  of  Great  Britain  if  they  fhould 
be  attacked  by  France,  but  purely  and  en- 
tirely for  the  prefetvation  of  Hanover  againft 
the  attempts 'of  France  and  her  confede- 
ratesj  which  I  believe  to  be  fo  entirely  the 
only  objeft  of  the  treaties,  that  I  airn  con- 
vinced they  would  not  have  been  made,  had 
not  that  Eleftorate  belonged  to  the  fovereign 
of  this  ifland« 

'  They 
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*  They  muft  be  confidered  as  parts  of  a  ^  ",^  ^^ 
wild  comprehenfive  tfyftem,  lo'  gather  and 
combine  the  powers  of  the  European  conti- 
nent into  a  defenfive  alliance^  of  magnitude 
fufficient  to  withftand  the  utmofl  efforts  of 
France  aad  her  adherents  againft  the  Ekdo- 
rate ;  and  ^11  this  to  be  effe6led  at, the  fingle 
expence  and  charge  of  Great  Britain. 

*  I  conceive,  this  whole  fyflem  and  fchemc 
of  politico  to  be  abfolutely  imprafticable. 

t 

'This  unfizable  projeft,  impradlicable 
and  defperate  as  it  is,  with  refpeft  to  all 
human  probability  of  ruccefs,  will,  if  fully 
purfued,  bring  bankruptcy  dpon  Great 
Britain. 

\ 

'  The  three  laft  wars  with  France  coft 
Britain  above  one  hundred  and  twenty  mil. 
lions  of  money,  according  to  the  beft  of  my 
mformation  ;  which  fum  amounts  to  the  rate 
of  more  than  forty  millions  each  war.  If  I 
v/ere  provided  with  materials  to  be  more 
exa61,  I  fhould  not  think  it  worth  while  to 
confult  them  for  the  fake  of  accuracy,  the 
jmmenfity  of  the  fum  being  fuch,  by  any 
calculation,  that  the  miftake  of  a  few  mil- 
lion 


^ 
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•^^u/'  y^orts  can  produce  no  fenfible  abatement  irl 
^""^^'"^  the  argument ;  for  whether  forty  or  thirty 

millions  be  the  medium  bf  our  forrner  ex- 

« 

pence  in  the  three  wars  with  France,  the 
prefent  fyftem  of  politics,  if  carried  roundly 
into  execution,  prefents  us  with  tm  effiifion 
of  treafure  ftill  more  enormous ;  becaufe, 
in  the  firll  place,  the  maintenance  of  out 
juft  and  neceffary  War  in  North  America^ 
an  objeft  which  had  no  place  in  th'ie  times 
of  King  William  and  Queen  Anne,  and  did 
not  run  very  high  in  the  late  war,  will  prove 
a  very  inflammatory  article  in  our  account; 
and  in  the  next  place  the  expence  of  pay- 
ing and  feeding  thofe  military  multitudes 
which  fought  the  former  wars,  was  divided 
between  the  Englifh,  the  Dutch,  and  other 
nations  in  alliance :  All  which  expence  is, 
by  the  fyftem  of  thefe  treaties,  prepared  for 
Britain  alone.  And  when  we  confider  that 
fuch  immenfe  ifFues  of  money,  outmeafaring 
any  experiment  ^f  pall  time,  are  to  be  fup- 
,  plied  by  new  loans,  heaped  upon  a  debt  of 
eighty  millions,  who  will  anfwer  for  the 
eonfequence,  or  infure^us  from  the  fate  of 
the  decayed  ftates  of  antiquity  ?     '    ' 

^  We 
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*  We  atfc  preffed  into  the  fehrice  of  an  ^  ^n.^^ 
Ete6^orate.     We  Have  fuffer^d  ourfelves  to  ^,;;-^ ' 
be    deceived"  by   names   and   founds^  the 
balance  of  power,  the  liberty  of  Europe,  a 
Common  caufe,  and  many  more  Tuch  ex-« 
preflibns,  without  any  other  meaning  thail 
to  exhaufl:  our  wealth,  confume  the  profits 
of  oiir  trade,  and  load  our  pofterity  with- 
intolerable   Burdens.     None  but  a  natioil 
that  had  loft  all  figns  6f  virility  would  fub- 
mit  to  be  fo  treated  */ 

Vol.  L  q  The 

*  Mr.  Phi  fpoke  t  feicond  time  in  this  debate.  '  It  is  not  at 
prefent  kiiown  that  any  notes  have  been  preferved  of  this  fecondl 
Tpeech ;  but  it  is  certain  that  the  argument  of  it  was  (imilar  to  thk 
blowing  protcft : 

H^u^B  Of  LORt)s,  Novemher  13,  I7J;5.  ^ 

It  was  moved  to  leave  oUt  thelb  words  in  the  motion  for  vk  ^ 
^ddrefs  :-^ 

**  Or  againft  any  oth^r  of  His  domiiiidns,  although  not  belonging 
to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  in  cafe  they  (hall  be  attacked  oil 
iccount  of  the  part  taken  by  his  Majefty,  for  the  fUpport  of  thd 
tfiential  ihterefts  cf  Gireat  Britain.** 

After  debate, 
The  queftion  was  put;   "  Whether  thofe  words  fiiall  ftiod  part 
€>f  the  quedion.  ^ 

.   It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Vrffentlent^ 

tft-,  Becaufe  the  words  of  the  addrefs  objected  to,  pledging  ttie 
lionour  oif  the  nation  to  his  Majefiy  in  defence  of  his  eleSkoral 
idominionS)  at  this  critical  conjuncliire,  and  under  oUr  prefent 
incumbered  and  perilous  circuinftaiites,  tend  not  cfnly  to  ipiilead 

ti9 
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^xii/'       Th^  addrefs  however  was    agreed  foV 


But  the  next  day  the  Diike^s  negotiationst- 

his  Ma^'cfty  into  a  falfa^ioas  sTod  detuHve  hope  that  they  caii  be 
defended  at  the  expence  of  this  country,  but  feem  to  biBTthc  natural 
and  obvious  means  of  drawing  on  attacks  upeirthflfe  eledlorat 
dominions,  thereby  kindling  a  ruinous  war  upon' the  continent  of 
Europe,  in  which.it  is  ncjrt  to  impoffiblc  that  we  can  prove  fnc- 
cefbful,  and  under  whieh  Great  Bi  irain  and  th<  Electorate  itfelf 
may  be  invoWcd  in  one-  common  deftru^oA.  i 

adTy,  Becaufe  it  is,  in  effe£t,'  defeating  the  intention-  of  that  part 
of  the  Ate  of  Settlement  (the  fccond  great  chapter  of  England}^ 
whereby  it  is  ena^Ved,  •  That  in  Cafe  the  crown ,  and  imperia/ 
dignity  of  this  realm  ihall  hereafter  come  to  aay  perfon  not'  being. 
a  native  of  this  kingdom  of  England,  the  nation  be  not  obliged  to 
engage  in  any  war  for  the  defenc^e  of  any  dominions  or  territories 
which  do  not  belong  to  the  crown  of  England,  without  the  confenf 
of  Parliament.  For  if  at  this  juncture,  under  all^  the  circunn- 
flanCtS  of  our  prcfent  qnarrct  With  France^  to  whldi  no  othei^ 
Prince  in  Europe  is  a  party,  and  in  which  we  do  not  catl  for,  nor 
wifh  to  receive,  the  leaU  aiTiitance  from  the  £le£lbrate  of  Hanover^. 
It  ihall  be  deemed  necelTafy  ia  juftice  and  gratitude  for  this  nation 
to  make  the  declaration  objr^ed  to,  there  never  can  be  a  (ituatioiiy: 
or  point  of  time,  the  fame  reafons  may  fiot  be  pleadedt.'aad  (ubfift 
in  full  force;  nor  can  Great  Biltain  everengage  ina  war  with 
France,,  in  the  defence  of  her  moft  effential  interell,  her  commerce 
and  her  colonies,,  in  which  (he  will  not  be  deprived  of  the  imoft 
invaluable  advantages  of  fituation^  beAowcd  upon  her  by  God  and 
nature  as  an  ifland. 

3dly,  Becaufe, '  without  any  foch  previous  engagement,  his 
Majefty  m^ght  fafely  rely  upon  the  known  attachment  of  thrs  Houfe 
to  his  facred  perfon,  and  upon  the  generofity  of  this  country, 
i^mous  and  renowned  in  all  timesfor  her  Humanity  and  magnani- 
mity, that  we  (hould  fet  no  other  bounds  to  an  object  id  defirable, 
but  thofe  of  abiblute  neccflity  and  felf-prefervatipRi  the  fird  and 

ffreat  law  of  nature. 

TEMPLE, 

foe 
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tot  a  liew  miniftiy  being  finifhed,  and  hiS  ^  ^f^f * 
ferraiigemehts  ready.  Sir  Thonias  Robinfon     ^y^^^ 
ireligned,  upon  a  penfion   for  three   lives, 
knd  the  wardrobe. — Mr.  Fox  was  oh  the 
fame  day  appoirited  fecretary  of  ft  ate  in  his 
Tobm. 

On   the  i20ih  of  November  17^/;,  Mr. 
IPitt  and '  Mr.  Ltggc  were  difmiffed  from  diLiiic^ 
their  offices,  as  were  alfo  Meffrs.  George  and  y 
James  Grenville. 

,1  :  • 

It  is  fjropei'  to  ferhark,  not  only  beciufe  »ti 
the  circumftance  is  peculiar,  and  exhibiting  foUnd  i« 
a  prdrainent  feature  in  Mr.  Piti%  ch^irafter,        • 
but  as  it  is  an  example  worthy  the  iriiitation 
of  all  honeft  flfttefmeri,  that  when  Mr.  Pitt 
was  turned  out,  the  balances  belonging  to 
his   office  werie  all  Iddged  in  the  Bank. 
Thole  who  encouraged  the  many  attempts 
Which  wier^  made  to  throw  a  fhade  upon 
nis.  moral  charaQer,  were  the  difcoveirersS 
of -this  fa6l,  to  their  utter  confufibri  and 
Jnortification; 

Sir  George  ly'tteitow^    afterwards  Lord  «ifti«rii 
tyUeltxm,  was  made  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer ;  Lord  Bdrrinpon^  fecretary  at  war  • 

Q  2  Lor4 
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^"n/'  Lord  Darlington  ^iViA  l^or^  Dupplin,  jo\iiL 
paynMfters ;  Mr.  Doddington,  afterwards 
Lord  Melconibe,  ite^[urer  of  the  navy  ;  and 
many  other  alterations  took  place,  which 
the  reader  will  find  in  the  general  lift  of 

adminiftrations  at  the  end  of  the  work. 

» 

The  new  adminiftration  was  cajled  the 
Dukfsmint/lry.;  b.ecaufe  his  Royal  Highnefs 
had  recommended  t^e  principal  perfons  who 
compofed  it.  Notwithllanding  tlje  refpe6la- 
bility  of  the  recommendation,  yet  theref 
never  was  an  adminillratipn  more  unpopu^ 
lar  and  odioUw^* 

The  firfl:  n^eafurewas  to  vote  the  idb,06oI< 
for  Ruffi^i,  which  Mr.  Pitt  »nd  Mf .  Legge 
fcad  refjifed  to  pay ;  ^Ifo  5^,oOoL  tp  thtf 
trandgrave  of  Heffe* 


Mr.  Pitt  qppofed  thefe  votes.     He  con^ 
^I^h*^'*  tended,  *  That  a  naval  war. we  could   and 
f^rcfgtt      ought  to  fupport;  but  a  continental  war, 
upon  this^  fyflem^  we  could  not.'    He  adf 
mitjed  that  regard  ought  to  be  haclrto  Hano- 
ver,   but  it   (hould   be  fecondarify>     *  If 
'   Hanover  was  made  o.ur^r/?  obf^ft,  a^ncj^we 
.  proce^ede4  tippn  this  fyit^,  it  woi^d .  Iea4 

^8 


$ES  io  b*aiikruptey.     It  was^  impoffibk  to  ^x,t^' 
dejfend    Hanover  hy  (ubfidies.    -An  open  ■  ^v 'V 
country  t6uM  not  be  defended  againfl:  a 
neighbour  whdco'uld  rri'arch  i  ^0,600  niefi 
into  it^  and  fupport  them  by  as  many  more. 
If  Hanover  fhould  be  attacked  on  account 
of  her  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  w6   .         ^ 
ought  not  to  make  peace  until  we  had  pro- 
cured ^er    full  and  ample  fatisfaftion  for 
every  injury  and  damage   fhe   may    have    - 
fuftained.     But  the  idea  of  defending  Hano^ 
ver  by  fubfidies  he  ridiculed  as  prepoderous, 
abfurd,  and  impratticable.     This  fyftem,  he 
faid,  woyld  in  a  few  years  coft   us  more 
money  than  the  fecrfimpiebf  the  Eledoraie 
was  worth;  for  it  was  a  place  of  fuch  in-^ 
conGderable  note,  that  its  name  was  rtot  to 
be  fbund  in  the  map.  .  He  ardently  wilhed 
to  break  thofe  fetters,  which  chained  us,  lika 
Prometheus,  to  that  barren  tock/ 


France 

menacct 
an  inva* 


In* the  months  of  January  and  February 
I1756,  France  began  to  march  large'  bodies  r,on! 
of  her  troops  towards  the  fea  coafl:,  par-  *^^ 
ticularly  into  Picardy,  and  to  Dunkirk,  and 
threatened  to  invade  England.  The  pre- 
parations overwhelmed  the  Britifh  timid 
f^lbinct  with  alarm  and  defpair,     The.  mi- 

^       Q  3  pittrjr 
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^xn/*  niftry  thought  it  was  ''  vifeft  and  bfcft-*  to 
defend  Great  Britaii^  with  aq  army.  Acr 
cprdihgly,  in  the  month  of  March  the  King 
fent  a  meffage  to  Parliament,  ^cqpainting 
them  that  he  had  made  a  rj^quifition  for  ?\, 
body  of  Heffian  troops,  purfuant  to  the 
treaty  lately  made  with  tjie  J^andgraye  of 
Heflfe'Caffel,  to  be  brought  forthwith  hither. 
Both  Houfes  thanke4  the  King  for  his 
peflage. 


]9Eeffian 


Hano-* 
veriaa 


The  unanimity  with  which  tbefe  addfeffes 
of  thanks  had  been  carried,  epcour^ged 
g^^d^  Mr.  Fox  to  move  another  addrefs  to  the 
King,  which  wa3  befeeching  hi§  Majefly, 
That,  for  the  more  effeftual  defence  of  jhis 
ifland,  and  for  the  better  fepurity  of  the 
religion  and  liberty  of  his  fubjefts  againft 
the  threatened  attack  by  a  foreign  enemy, 
he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  tQ  order 
twelve  battalions  of  his  ele6lojal  troops, 
together  with  the  ufual  detachment  of  artil? 
lery,  to  be  forthwith  brought  into  thii 
J5;ingdpm." 

1  '  • 

There  was  fome  debate  upon  this  motion, 

]but  people  in  general  were  afraid  to  oppofe 

Jt^  becaufe  they  forefaw  it  woujd  be  im? 

^  pi^diately 
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jnediatdy  faid  they  ^cre  Jacobites,  and  ^^ftf 
-meant  to  favour  a  defiga  of  bringing  in  the  ^""T^ 
pretender  again ;  and  Mr.  Fox  threw  out 
this  idea^  w^en  he  made  fh^  motion. 

Mr,  P$%  however,  declared  his  difappro-  ^  ^.^^^ 
Nation  of  the  meafure ;  the  natural  force  of  ?p»°?, 

*  bringing 

the  nation,  he  faid,  was  fufficient  to  repel  [^op,^'^ 
any  attack  of  the  enemy.  That  ftate  alone 
is  a  fovereign  flate,  quifuisjlat  viribus,  non 
iUieno  pendet  arbitrio,  which  fubfifts  by  its 
own  ftrength,  not  by  ^he  courtefy  of  its 
peighbours^  \ 

Accordingly,  next  month  both  Heflians  "^h^ 
and  HMtoverians  arrived  in  England,  and  1^^*^ 
'were  encamped  in  diQerent  parts  of  the 
}cingdora^ 

The  people  hearing  their  danger  from  au- 
thority, and  feeing  thefe' foreigners  brought 
over  to  defend  them,  were  panic-ftruck,  and 
jgaye  jth^mfelyes  up  to  cjefpair. 

The  menace  held  out  by  France^  of  an 
invaiion  upon  England,  was  no  other  than 
a  feint  to  conceal  her  real  defign ;  which 
y^d^%  an  iittack  upon  Minorca  or  ^ibralt^n 

84  Th. 
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^xn5'  Th€  French  cabinet  had  forr»fid  this  d«figi| 
with  a  view  to  induce  Spaip  to  join:  m  the 
war ;  but  they  did  not  conamunicate  thedr 

%\^^  defign  to  the  court  of  Madrid,  until  it  wa? 
too  late.  For  the  King  of  Great  Britain^  \x\ 
his  memorials  to  the  Spanilh  roipiftry:^  pre- 
fented  by  the  Britifli  mjnifter  at  Madrid| 
complained  of  the  cpndU^  of  the  ^nench 
|n  America,  and  of  their  hoftile  defigns  in 
Eurppe ;  of  which  the  King  t^kes-nptipe  in 
bis  fpeec^  zx.  tbp  opening  of •  the  fcifion, 
and  fays,  f  That  the  King  of  Spg^iii  :ha4 
affured  him  he  would  obferve  a  ftti^  '13^«? 
Jrality/ 

In  the  month  of  Deceral^er  1755,  ijt  w«4 
deliberated  in  the  French  cabinet,  wfaeiher 
they  fhould  attack  Gibraltar  or  Minorca^ 
The  former  was  determined  upon,  and  that 
when  it  was  conquered  it  (hpuld  be  given  to 
Spain,  if  Spain  would  join  France  in  the 
war  againft  Great  Britain*  The  propolkl 
/  was  made  to  the  Spanilh  cabinet,  who  re- 
je61ed  it ;  on  account  of  the  pacific  aflurance 
(abovementioned)  which  they  had  fo  re- 
cently given  to  Great'  Britain.  When  the 
French  miniftry  received  the  negative  of 
^pain^  they  changed  their  plan*    Butlbey 

might 
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jMght  have  taken  Gibraltar  at  that  time,  for  ^^^^ 
\t  was  almoft  defencelcfs.     It  is  not  probable 
that  it  would  have  held  out  fo  long  as  Fort 
,St^  Philip  did.     However,  fome  months  be- 
fore the  French  landed  upon  Minorca,  thi5 
Britifh  miniftry  received  repeated,  informa- 
tion of  the  preparations  making  at  Toulorj 
for  equipping  ^  fleet,  and  embarking  an 
larmy  with  all  the  implements  neceflary  for 
a  liege,  and  the  moft  pofitiveaffu ranees  that 
Minorca  was  the  objetl  of  attack ;  but  they 
were  fo  thoroughly  frightened  by  the  FrehcH 
pienaces  of  an  invafion  of  Great  Britain, 
that  they  gave  neither  credit  nor  attention 
to   the  information    corlcerning   Minorca, 
although  it  came  in  ftreams  from  all  parts 
pf  Italy,  the  fouth  of  France,   and  other 
places.     In  March  they  believed  the  intelli- 
gence^ and  not  before.    The  fate  of  Minorca, 
and  jail  the  circumftances  attending  it,  are 
yery  well  known.      Lord  An/on  was  the 
perfon  rooft  in  fault  upon  that  occafion. 

Mr.  Pitt,  upon  his  legs,  in  the  Houfe  of  Mr.  fitt 
Commotes,   charged  the  lofs   of  Minorca  *" 
}xpoti  L(xrd  Arif(m  and  the  Duke  of  Nezv^ 
caJiUj    ^xid  added,   with   refpe^l  to   Lord 
Jtnfon  particularly,  that  he  was  not  fit  to 

command 


Mtn^fvm 

taken. 
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^  XH.^*  command  a  cock-boat  on  the  river  Thames, 

^^^^  [But  in  his  fpeech  on  the  2 2d  of  Januar)' 

J770,  which  fee  in  the  fecond  volume  of  thig 

work,  he  faid  the  lofs  of  Minorca  was  owing 

Vo  the  want  of  four  battaUons.l 

T 

Mr.  Fpx  ^  ^^'  -^^-^  faid  the  lofs  of  Minorca  was 
jRx^uin  the  ovjng  to  the  Dutch  refufing  the  fix  thoufand 
ipen  he  djsraanded,  according  to  the  treaty 
pf  X674 ;  fpr,  had  they  been  granted,  he 
could  have  relieved  Minorca;  There  may 
f>e  fomething  in  this ;  but  the  Dutch  were 
juftifiable  in  their  refufal ;  for  if  tHey  had 
pomplied,  the  French  would  have  treated 
$hem  as  principals  in  the  war.  The  great 
iprror  was  in  the  admiralty  not  fending  a 
larger  fleet,  and  not  fending  it  fooncr.  Mr. 
^ntt^!-  Byng'S  only  fault  was  afting  with  too  much 
plecutbn!  prudence,  owing  to  the  fmallnefs  of  his 
forcp.  He  was  facrificed  through  the  man- 
agement of  Lord  Hardwickcj  to  fcreen  Lord 
Anfon  ;  and  fQ  determined  were  this  party 
upon  the  meafure,  that  when  the  court? 
martial  upon  Admiral  Byng  was  ordered,  in 
the  month  of  February  1757,  they  contrived 
to  have  a  certain  Admiral  at  Portfrnquth, 
iipon  whom  they  could  rely,  for  Prefuknt 
pf  tli^  coqrt-martial  \  had  not  Lord  TempU 
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|vho  was  firft  lord  ot  the  Admiralty,,  pre-  ^  ''^nf' 
vented  it,  by  placing  Admiral  Smith  there^  ?  .'vay 
Si  fenior  officer.   It  is  an  unfavourable  feature 
in  the  charadler  of  George  the  Second,  that 
he  yielded 'to  this  manixuvre  againft  the 
unfortunate  Admiral ;  and  he  was  highly 
pBended  with-Lord  Temple  for  defeating  it^ 
Mr.  Fitt  faid  afterwards  in  the  Houfe  of 
ipommons,  that  more  honour  would  have 
9f  crued  to  the  King  and  nation  from  a  parr 
don  to  the  unhappy  admiral^  than  from  hi^ 
#xecu4on. 

In  order  the  more*  efieSually  to  provide 
for  the  fecurity  of  Hanover,  early  in  the 
month  of  January  1756,  a  convention  was  c^tm^ 
^ad^  with  the  King  of  Pruffia,  the  main  p?ift][!^ 
obje&  of  which  wag,  to  keep  all  foreign^ 
troops  end  of  Germany;  and  Parliament 
voted  20,oooL  to  make  good  this  treaty. 
Thus  the  treaty  with  Ruflia  was  virtually 
f efiQupced« 


CHAP. 


I 
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CHAP.    XII, 

Further  Account  of  f.eiceJler.Houfe. — The  iwf 
PrinceJJefoJ  Brunfwick  m  England.-^Obfcrvai^ 
i'lons. — Miivjlers  refolvp  to  Tefign. — Dukf  of 
Pcvonfliire  offers  a  Carte-hlanche  to  Mr,  piii.—^ 
Miniflers  reftgn.-r-New  Minificri  appointcL-r^ 
JPinces  Houfthold. 

^xm.'  nPHE  nation  was  highly  incenfcd  by  tlie 
^^^^  -*-  loffes  of  Minorca,  of  the  fort  of 
Ofwego  in  America,  aqd  forrie  other  defeats 
and  mifcarriages,  The  appearance  of  the 
Jleffians  and  Hanoverians  in  England  (eVvect 
Iput  to  inCreafe  the  public  indignation.  A 
fpirit  of  refentment,  and  of  deteftatioq  of 
the  minifters,  "pervaded  every  part  pf  thf 
J:ingdoni. 

Befides   the    frowning  ^fpeft   of  publio 

affairs,  there  was  another  of  a  private,  but 

not  lefs   alarming  nature  tp  the  miniftry. 

This  was  the  party  at  Leicefter-houfe.    The 

houfc  ^     Prince's   levees  were  crowded,     Mr.  Pitt^ 

^^  ^*       Lord  Temple,  and  the  GrefiyiUes,  and  many 

•  others,  wpre  frequently  feen  there.     This 
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fave  tjife  I^0r4  CHajacellar/Z/^rfzwci^j  and  ^JJjtif^ 

the   Djuk^  of    NewcaJlU   much    concern.  ^'  v^ 

Tkeir  tpi/h  hoHi  was  to  get  pojfeffion  of  the    ^ 

Prince.    Accordingly,  they  advifed  the  King 

tafend  A  raeffage   to  his  Royal  Highnefs, 

<>{Sbring  him  a  fuite   of  apartments  at  St. 

jaraesV  and  Kenlington  palaces*     Had  this 

ftep  btfen  taken  in  the  year  1752,  it  might 

haye    been    produ6live    of    the   happieft    ' 

emditcipation*     It  might   have  prevented 

thofe  errors  of  education^  which  the  ns^tioQ 

had  afterwards  fo  much  caufe  to  I  amenta 

Th<re   would  have  been  wifdom^   in   the 

meafure  at  thiit  tinie ;  and  it  mull  have  fuc;* 

ceeded.    But  in  1 756  it  was  too  late.     The 

effefts'  of  Lord  Bute's  intiraacv,  confidence^ 

and  influence  at  Leicefter-^houfe  wj^re  noW 

b?conjp  fixed :  The  blqfibm.  w^s  off,  and 

the  fruit  was^fet,     Upon  the  receipt  qf.  this 

ni^flfege-  Lekeft^-hpuf^  \^as  throwp   into 

the  deepeft  confternation*     The  two  Prin-* 

..r.        >T  /  Two 

ceffes,  of  Brunfwick,  whom  the  J^i^g  had  iPl^'j^ 
Iftft  year  invited  to.  Hanover^  were  now  in  "^''^ 

"S^^.are  yet  too  nejiir  tlie  time  tp  relate 
wHh  fafftty.  aU :  the  circuipftaaces  of  this 
tttr^iprdinAry ,  afiair- 

Thert 


17  o§* 
Qbferva- 


» 
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^xin.'*'  There  is  fach  a  delicapy  prevails  in  Mif^^ 
land,  greater  than  in  fome  arbitrary  monar-s- 
chies^  concerning  the  coriduft  of  the  Royal 
Family,*  that  truth  of  them  is  ufually  fup- 
preffed  uritill  it  is  forgQtten.  Tht  juftice  of . 
hiftofy  is  thereby  pervefted ;  and  the  confti- 
tutiori,  in  this  important  point,  is  literally 
and  efficiently  deftroyed;  The  King  of 
Epgland  ii  nt>  more  than  the  firft  magiftfate.' 
it  is  an  dffice  held  in  tfuft.  And  although 
iht  niaxlim  is,  that,  he  cart  do  hb  wrong,? 
which  is  founded  upon  the  pfefumptiori 
that  every  privy  counfellor,  according  td 
the  A€l  of  Settlemetit,  figns  the  advice  her 
givfes  ;  yet  this  law  is  hot  alwaSys  obferved^ 
and  if  it  were,  all  important  matters  ard 
Iranfafled  in  the  King's  name,  and  he  aflcnts 
to  them.  In  whofe  name  then  are  they  tor 
be  fcrutimzed,  examined,  and  canvaffed  ? 
The  advifer  is  feldom  known. — The  nationr 
has  unquetlionably  as  deep  an  intereft  inf 
the  condu6l  of  the  Royal  Family,  as  in  the 
condu^  of  the  miniftry.  Will  any  body' 
now  fay,  that  the  German  meafures  in  th6 
reign  of  George  the  Second  were  not  thef 
favourite  meafures  of  that  King,  6r  that 
they  did  not  origifiate  with  him  ?  If  the  freiei 
fpirit  of  the  conllitution  was  fairly  recog^ 
'  Aizedt 
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fiized,  it  muft  appear  that  the  conduft  of  ^xiiiT' 
the  Royal  Family  is,  in  every  part  of  it,  a  ^^^^^ 
proper  fubjetl  for  public  difquifition.     The 
people  are  intercfted  in  it ;  the  welfare  of  * 
the  country  is  concerned  in  it.     Everi  the 
female  branches  are  called  the  children  of 
the  nation!   and  when  they  marry  their 
portions  are  taken  out  of  the  public  purfe^ 
But  lawyers  fay^  the  people  can  only  know 
and  fpeak  by  their  reprefentatives.     If  this 
legal  opinion  is  well-founded,  the  liberty  of 
the    prefs,   which    Englifhmen    fomctime^ 
efteem,  but  often  betray,  is  a  mere  fliadow/ 
an  ignisfatuus4    Certain  it   is^  that  time-^ 
Jerving }udges  and  timid  juries  have  made  * 
deeper  incifidn.in  the  liberties  of  England^ 
than  ail  the  arms  of  all  the  Stuarts.     Some 
years  ago  it  was  a  notion  in  Weftminfter^ 
hall,  that  no  p6rfon  out  of  Parliament  had 
a  right  to  make  obfervations  upon  the  fpeech 
delivered  by  the  King  to  his    Parliament. 
But  after  a  little  refleftion  and  examination 
this  Law-notion  v^dt's^  exploded  :  It  was  infup-» 
portable ;  it  tended  to  eftablilh  a  privileged 
vehicle  of  impolitionupon  the  whole  nation  j 
than  which  nothing  could  be  more  unjuft, 
nor  more  foreign  to  the  great  principle  of  the 
Britifti  coollitution.  The  people  have  a  right 
*-     '    ■  •  *  .    ,         to       ' 
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^  xifi.^'  to  examine  the  conducl  of  every  man  iii  ft 
*^J^  public  fituation;  it  will  hardly  be  contended 
that  they  have  no  intereft  in  that  of  the 
lloyal  Family.  Therefore^  in  thofe  cafes^ 
where  the  party  is  not  only  in  the  highefl 
ftate  of  elevation,  but  poffefles  the  gfieatefl: 
fcxtent  of  Power,  does  not  the  eooerci/e  of 
this  right  become  raoft  effentially  th^ir  con- 
•  cern  ?  Td  this  delicacy,  or  foraething  worfe, 
h  to  be  afcribed  the  general  falfificaition  of 
air  modern  hiltory;  •If  the  reader  wiil  give 
himfelf  the  trouble  to  compare  the  anecdotes 
in  this  wdrk  with  the  hiftories  of  the  times, 
he  will  fee  at  mainifeft  difference ;  and  yet 
the  writer  declares  that  h6  hais  riot  inferted 
a  fingle  word  whidi,  iri  his  judgteraentj  is 
not  founded  Jn  the  pureft  veracity,- 

We  will  return  \o  the  faj^  before  usr,  Arf 
that  can  with  prudence,  or  impunity,  be 
added  at  prefent  is,  the  Prippe  did  not  ac- 
cept the  offer*.  Upon  which  fomething 
elfe  was  talked  o£    Bu[t  hot^  T£m^ii  and 

•  A  Princcfsof  fteHouife of  Saie  GotTia  was  in  the cootieiiWatJO* 
4f  hei;  m  whom  a'  defire  of  fiich  affinity  was  not  only  probable  but 
interefting ;  bot  the  pro))ofal  was  inftantly  reprebated-  by*  a  Wgher 
]^rrony  whOf  after  .ej^c^lfing  himf^lf  >in.  terms;.o{  a<jp«£i^  faid^ 
*•  Ue  kng^  enough  of  that  family  aheadjj^ 
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Mr.  Pitt  *'  Jlood  in  the  gap,  and  saved     xm.* 

LEICESTER-MOUSE.*  «7«6. 

The  miniflers  having  failed  in  their  defign 
to  divide  Leiceftef-houfe,  and  being  fright- 
ened  at  the  ftdrm  of  public  indignation, 
which  was  ready  to  burft  upon  their  heads, 
determined  to  refigni  The  Duke  of  New-  ^^^^^ 
cajtle  applied  to  Mr,  Fitt.  His  Grace  ^''^^'  . 
afTured  him,  the  King  was  perfeftly  agreeable 
to  take  him  into  his  fervice.  Mr.  P/i^anf- 
Wered  hind  fomewhat  abruptly,  (hat  he  would 
kccept  of  no  fituation  iinder  his  Grace. 
This  w^as  on  the   20th  of  Oftober  1756. 

The  King  then  defired  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
Jhire  to  go  to  Mr.  Fitt,  who  was  at  Hayes     . 

in  Kent,  and  offer  him  a  carte-blanche,  ex-  ^arte. 

cept  as  to  Mr.  Fox  only,  whom  the  King  oS^ 

wifhed  to  keep  in  his  fervice.     Mr.  Pitt  gave  ^''  ^'^'' 

a  pofitive  rcfufal  as  to  Mr.  Fox. 

When  Mr.  Fox  heard  this,  he  immediately  Miniftrj 
teligned :  His  refignation  threw  the  miniftry  '''**'** 
into  confufion,  and  diftrelTed  the  King  ex- 

•  Thefe  are  the  concluding  words  of  one  of  Lord  T— — '» 
iettersy  in  which  the  particulars  of  this  affair  are  dated,  and 
which  may,  in  a  future  day,  be  publilhed,  to  ihew  the  gratiiude 
Uf  certain  people.    •  '  • 

Vol.  I.      »         R  tremely^ 
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^'xuif'  ^r^mely.     The  Duke  o^  Newcajile  and  the 
^^  reft  of  his  Majefty  s  fervants  refigned  alfo. 

^^^  At  the  earneft  requeft  of  the  King,  the 

miniftry.  Dukc  of  DevovJJiire  took  the  Duke  of  New-^ 
cnjiles  place  at  the  Treafury,  and  again 
waited  on  Mr.  Pitt  at  Hayes,  with  a  mefiage 
from  his  Majefty,  requefting  to  know  the^ 
terms  upon  which  he  would  come  into 
office.  Mr.  Pitt  gave  his  arrangement. 
Himfelf  to  be  fecretary  of  ftate ;  Lord 
Temple  firftlord  of  the  admirahy ;  Mr. 
Legge  chancellor  of  the  exchequer;  the 
great  fealto  be  in  commiflion ;  G.  GrenviUe 
treafurer  of  the  navy  ;  /.  GrenviUe  a  lord 
of  the  treafury,  &c.  &c, — The  whole  were 
accepted. 

While  this  change  of  minifters  was  in 
.  agitation,  the  King  gave  orders  for  the 
return  of  the  Hanoverians  to  Germany. 
It  was.  the  King's  refolution.to  afl'emble  an 
army  for  the  defence  of  Hanover  early  in 
the  fpring,  and  to  give  the  command  of  it 
to  the  Duke  of  Cumberland.  It  was  with 
.  this  view  the  treaty  with  Hefte  had  been 
made,  and  that  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
had  formed  the  laft  miniftry,  as  confifting  of 

.    thofc 
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Inofe  perfons  in  whom  his  Royal  Highnefs  ^  ^jf,f^ 
thought  he  could  beR  confide;  arid  that  ^"^TJ^ 
was  the  reafon  the  King  wifhed  to  keep  Mr. 
Fox  in  place,  becaufe  he  knew  the  Duke 
had  a  great  partiality  for  him.  But  the  tide 
bf  public  odium  having  fet  fo  ftrong  againft 
Mr.  Fox  and  his  coadjutors,  the  court  were 
obliged  to  furrender,  and  to  admit  Mr.  Pitt 
upon  iiis  own  terms;  The  King,  however^ 
continued  in  his  refplution  to  purfue  the 
plan  he  had  formed  for  the  proteftion  of  his 
German  dominion'^A 

On  tlie   izSth  of  Novembel-    1756,   the 
Princeof  H4/^j's  houfehold  beiag  eftabliOied,  l^^^ 
he  held  his  firft  levee  at  Savile-houfe  *.       . 


•  The   jjnncipal  perfons  qf  his   Royal  Highnefs's  houfbhold 

I 

JEarl  of  Bute^  groom  of  the  ftole. 

Earl  of  Hun  in;;don,  mafter  of  the  hoffe.  \ 

Earl    of  SulTex,  Lord   Down,  and-  Lord  Robert  Sertie,  with 

the  Earls  of  Pembroke  and  Eufton,  and  Lord  Digby,  lords 

of  the  Bedclianiber. 
Meffrs.   Schutz  and  Peachy,  with  hon.  S.  Mar/ham,  hon.  G. 
'  Monfon,  C.  Ingram,   and  £.  Nugent,  grooms  of  the  bed- 

ch  '.mbex.    -    » 

« 

Lord  Bathunl,  treafuref. 

Hoi.  James  Brudenell,  privy  piirfef. 

ki  FanihaW,  comptroller: 


R  «  CriAP, 
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CHAP.     XIV. 

1 
I 

Mr.  Pin's  firfi  AdminiJlration.—Raifei  two  thou^ 
/and    Highlanden.—Goree    taken.— Re/u/es   t9 

,  fupport  the  Duke  of  Cumberland.^Commanded 
to  feJtgn.—Prefented  with  the  Freedom  of  fever al 
Cities  and  Corporations.— The  King's  difirefj'es, 

—Mr.  Pitt  made  Minifter  upon  his  own  terms 

The  Correfpondence  of  the  Admiralty  given  f 
Mr.  Pitt. 

""liv!'  Cy^  *^^  fecond  of  December  1756,  Par- 
^-^^    ^^  liament  met.     The  firft  meafure  of 
Mr.  pitf.  goveynirient,  after  fending  away  the  foreign 
Sfaad^"  troops,  was  the  eftablifhment  of  a  national 
militia. 


Ra&o  .  ^"  *^^  ^^^  °^  January  1757,  or^^ers  were 
thoufand  given  for  raifing  two  thoufand  men  in  the 
limdcr..  Highlands  of  Scotland  for  the  Britifh  fervice 
in  America.  This  meafure  refletled  the 
greateft  honour  upon  Mr.  Pitt's  wifdom  and 
penetration ;  and  whether  he  adopted  it  from 
the  paper,  which  the  reader  will  find  irt  the 
note,  or*  whether  it  originated  with  himfelf, 

s 


It 
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it  equally  fhewed  the  fuperiority  of  his  mind  ^"iv.^* 
to  all  vulgar  and  local  prejudices*.    He  fent  ^^J^ 

a  fqua- 


•  The  following  plan  tor  carrying  on  the  w?ir  was  fubmittcd 
to  his  Royal  HighneCs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland ^  in  May  1756^ 
and  was  by  his  Royal  Highnefs's  command  delivered  to  Mr.  P/'r/^ 
fcy  the  Pari  of  4i^err^arle\T\  December  1756: — 

•*  France  conilantly  keeping  numerous  arm'es  in  pay,  is  always 
prepared  for  war.  Wars  .of  a  fhort  duration,  for  the  moft  parr, 
have  proved  advantageous  to  that  kingdom ;  but  wars  of  a  long 
continuance  very  detrimental  and  ruinous  tp  the  people.  If  the 
prefent  war  is  well  condui6led,  hefore  the  next  year  ends  that 
nation  will  be  filled  with  complaints  of  lofTes,  and  his  Ma^e(ly*s 
fubje6ls  joyful  for  the  fucceffes  againft  their  enemies. 

<*  The  land  forces  in  Great  Britfiin  and  Ireland  may  be  put  on 
a  better  eftabliftiment,  by  rairii7g  more  iniantry.  Two  thouiand 
horfe  of  all  denominaiions  are  iufficient  for  the  fervice  of  Great 
^ritain^  and  one  thoufand  dragoons  for  Ireland.  The  troopers 
find  dragoons  reduced  will  form  feveral  companies  of  grenadiers^ 

'*  The  Britiih  regiments  of  foot  would  appear  nobly  if  they 
contained  twelve  companies  in  each,  two  of  them  grenadiers. 

"  Improvement  in  agriculture,  fiflieries,  multiplying  and 
enlarging  manufactures,  the  increafe  of  buildings,  &c.  give  fo 
much  employment,  that  workmen  are  wanted  in  moft  parts  of 
England^  ^  » 

**  Therefore,  it  is  expedient  to  procure  out  of  Germany  fome 
regiments  for  the  fervice  of  America,  and  reward  them  with  land^ 
fit  the  conclufion-  of  the  war. 

<<  Two  regiments,  a  thoufand  men  In  a  corps^  may  he  raifed  if^ 
the  north  of  Scotland  for  the  faid  fewicey  and  on  thefafne  tirms^ 
No  men  on  this  ifland  are  better  qualified  for  the  American  luar 
fban  the  Scots  Highlanders. 

I  f?  Cer, 
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a  fquadron  to  the  Eaft'Indies,  under  admiral 

Stevens, ^  and  another  to  the  Weft  Indies, 

/  under 


r 


^*  Certainly  the  Scots  re^ments  in  the  Piitrh  fervice  oiiglit 
immediately  to  be  recalled.  Better  it  will  be  for  them  to  fervc 
ihelr  own  country  than  to-^>en(h  in  fickly  garrifons. 

*'  In  the  north  of  Ireland  two  thoufand  brave  Proteftants,  or 
more  if  necellary,  might  be  raifed  with  celerity  and  taciiity,  upon 
the  promife  of  having  lands  alHgiied  to  then^  when  the  war  is 
^ni(hed« 

*'  It  ought  not  to  be  fuppofed  .that  the  French  really  intend  to 
invade  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  ;  the  difficulties  arfd  dangers  which 
muft  attend  the  enterprife,  aremore  than  enough  to  deter  them: 
Neverthelefs  the  report  of  an  invafion  made  fuch  an  impreflion  on 
the  minds  of  fome  men  in  power,  or  they  would  have  it  fo  believed, 
that  this  idle  rumour,  or  feint,  occafioiied  the  lofs  of  Minorca,  and 
the  negkdl  of  fending  fo  many  (hips  as  Were  necefTaiy  m  the  Weft 
Indies. 

*<  The  naval  forces  of  Great  Britain  being  more  than  twice  as 
ilrong  as  the  French,  and  this  kingdom  <o  well  provided  with 
conveniences  for  conftruiSling  fli  ps  of  war,  that  ti>rec  may  hp 
tuilt  here  as  foonasone  in  Fiar.ce  ;  the  Britifh  cruiiersand  iqiiad- 
rons  may  always  exceed  the  French  by  a  third  in  all  parts,  which 
muft  diftrefs  their  commerce  to  a  liigh  decree," ruin  their  fisheries, 
and  ftarve  the  inhabitants  in  the  French  fugar  colonies.  The  war 
coiUinuing  three  or  four  years,  France  muft  inevitably  be  gieatly 
diftrefl'ed;  her  merchants  bankrupted,  and  her  manufactures 
brought  to  ruin ;  others  obliged  to  feek  their  food  in  foreign 
countries;  whereas  in  England  the  manufadures,  more  efp-scially 
the  woollen,  fell  at  higher  rates  when  at  war  wiih  France,  than  in 
^imes  of  peace. 

ff  When 
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tinder  admiral  Cotes.  He  f(  n  a  rmall  fleet  to 
thecoaft  of  Africa,  which  took  the  idand  of 
Goree  from  the  French,  aid  with  it  a  valu- 
able branch  of  commerce  was  obtained.  ^^ 
This  was  the  firfl:  fuccefsful  meafur  -  of  the 
war^ — The  nation  having  been  accuflomed 
to  difafter  and  difappointment,  this  conqut  ft 
operated  greatly  to  vthe  advantage  of  Mr. 
Pitt\  charafter.  (See  Appendix  A.)  His 
refolution  was  to  employ  the  whole  of  the 
Britifh  fleet. 

The  debate^  in  Parliament  were  few  and 
incopfiderable  this  lefiTicn.     Although  Mn 

«*  When  the  French  perceivfe  this  nation  takes  proper  mfans 
for  maintaining  a  war,  and  that  their fecret  friends  are  depr-'ued 
of  direding  and  admin  Jler^ng  the  affairs  of  this  gonjernrntn'  *t 
they  will  uli?  every  artifice  and  device  that  fr«iiid  yn-i  cii!:n;!i<i  tan 
fiiggefl:,  to  make  an  infidlous  feace\  but  it  is  earneflly  recom- 
mended,  that  the  war  mav  diciiire  until  the  cncniy  is  entirely  Tub* 
dued  in  America,  and  to  totally  diiabled  as  not  to  become  trou» 
blefome  to  thib  kingdom  in  future  tinica." 

Voie^  by  the  author  of  the  preceding: 
♦  When  his  Royal  Hi^-hnrfsformfd  »he  adminiftratioii,  of  which  Mi».  . 
Ftx  hadthc  lead,  the  French  pciceivrd  ihisinflunicc  of  hnr  fccnt  friends 
fomewhat  abridgf  d  J  and  aiihougi  lliey  (lill  had  a  (harV  of  powtr,  yet 
they  were  obligfd  to  aft  very  cautiaufly.  Upon  hpadrainiftration  bring 
pat  into  the  hands  of  Mx,  Pitt,  tK-fc  ftcft  /ridnds  wer'-  whoi/x  excluded 
from  the  cabinet.  While  \\c  giiidrd,  Cr-  ni  Bitain  wa  i"  her  own  hj.nds. 
When  in  the  next  reign  prace  was  refolvcd  upon,  thoft  [ant  friend^  came 
forward  agflin  to  conduct  the  nrgotiaiion.  Thr«i  Mr  Pii^v^js  fotced  out 
df  adminiUration.  Ha  then  felt  the  frcret  ir  fluencc  of  the  cl  'et  Our 
allies  were  deferted,  and  peace  was  made  with  the  euemic&  of  the  nationi 
ffho  were  the  friends  of  thife  fecret  friends, 

*  R  4  Put 
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^\i//  ^^^^  delivered  a  meflage  from  the  King,  re- 
^T^"^'^  quefting  a  fum  of  money  for  the  fupport  of 
'  the  army  that  was  forming  in  Germany,  he 
did  not  fupport  the  motion. 

The  late  cabinet  faw  that  the  King  wa^ 
very  far  from  being  reconciled  to  Mr.  Pitt. 
They  employed  every  fecret  whifperer  tq 
widen  the  breach,  and  filled  every  private 
channel  to  the  Royal  ear  with  inGnuations 
againft  him.  An  enquiry  was  inftituted  into 
the  caufes  of  thelofs  of.  Minorca,  which,  if 
poffible,  increafed  their  difapprobation.  But 
the  circuriiftance  which  offended  his  Majefty 
xnoft  was,  Mr.  Pitt's  refufal  to  fupport  the 
army  in  Germany;  in  which  refufal  he  wa? 
joined  by  Mr,  Lcgge.  The  Duke  wa,s  pre-p 
paring  to  fet  out  for  Germany,  and  the 
Royal  requejl,  at  firft,  was  to  have  an  imme- 
diate fupply  of  money,  without  waiting  for 
the  approbation  of  Parliament.  The  King 
fffafS"o  and  Duke,  finding  the  new  minifters  hoftile 
[hrprof  to  their  plan  of  German  meafures,  deter- 
Und^'"    mined  to  remove  them.     The  Duke  declared 

I  ■        *  ' 

he  would  not  go   to  Germany  unlefs  Mr. 

Pitt  was   removed. — On  the  5th  of  April 

1757,  the  King  commanded  Mr.  Pitt  to 

'     refign  ]  and  on  the  j^th  the  Duke  fet  but  for 

Ger-» 
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Germany.    Lord  Templfw^is  alfo  turned  ^^,^5' 
out,  and  Lord  Wmchclfeaputat  the  head  of  ^  v^ 
the  admiralty;  Mr.   Le^g^e  was  turned  out,      f^ 
jjnd  Lord  Man^^/^ was  appointed  to  fucceed  5^f»»*4 
hira^^  no  fucceflbr  was  appointed  to  Mr.  Fitt; 
I^Ord  Holderneffsj    the   other  fecretary  pf 
ftate,  executed  the  duties  of  both  offices: 

This  change  of  the  miriiftry  operated  likq 
^  convulfion  on  the  natipn.  The  people 
were  exafperated  beyond  meafure  at  the  dif- 
miflions.  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Legge,  whonji 
they  now  joined  together,  and  denominat- 
ed the  political  faviours  of  their  country, 
Thefe  difmillions  were  univeri'ally  afcribed 
to  the  fecret  influence  which  it  was  believedl 
the  late  rainifters  flill  poireffed  ii)  the  KingV 
plofet^ 

It  was  judged  unconllitutional  to  addreft 
^be  throne  upon  thefe  changes;  therefore 
another  method  was  adopted  to  convince 
the  King  of  the  fentiments  of  the  nation. 
This  was,  to  fend  addrefles  of  thanks  to  the 
idifmiffed  patriots,  exprefling  the  higheft  apr  ^^  ^.^^ 
probation  of  their  condiift,  with  prefents  of  ^cgcrt^pre. 
ihe  freedom  of  moft  of  the  principal  cor-  the'frtei'^ 
porations^  in  gold  and  other  boxes  of  great  vmipuaL 

value 
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^xiv.^*  value  and  curious  woikmanfhip.     j^See  Ap» 
"-^  pendix  B.] 

This  inteftine  commotion  alarmed  the 
court  exceedingly.  They  faw  the  danger 
of  permitting  the  ferment  to  increafe.  The 
Duke  of  Nezucq/lle,  though  at  this  time  not 
in  office,  was  the  firft  perfon  who  went  to 
the  King,  and  advifed  his  Majefly  to  recall 
Kiiig'sdif-  ^j.    p^ii;      'pi^g    monarch  wept:  he   com- 

plained  of  all  his  fervants.  He  thought 
none  of  them  had  afled  with  fidelity  towards 
him  fihce  the  time  of  Sir  R.  Wulpole.  .At 
length  he  confented  to  give  the  Duke  of 
NewcaJiLe  full  power  to  negotiate  with  Mr. 
Pitt  and  all  his  friends.  The  Duke  of  Nexo- 
cajlle  {dv^  Mr,  Pitt  and  Lord  Tcviple  pri- 
vately;  for  although  the  ftrcam  of  popula- 
rity ran  in  favour  of  Mr.  PtU  and  Mr.  Legge^ 
yet  in  all  meafures  of  confcquence  Mr.  Pitt 
folely  confided  in  Lord  Temple.     The  Duke 

Mr  *Pilt 

made  mi-  inforn^cd  Mn  Pitt  that  he  was  commiffione'd 

U'.ftcrupon 

his  own  by  the  Kins:  lo  agree  to  Mr.  Pitt\  terms, 
and  he  hoped  and  trufted  thatfuch  conde- 
fcenfionin  his  MajeRy  would  meet  wnth  the 
moft  favourable  interpretation.  Mr.  Pitt\ 
reply  was  full  of  refpetl  and  humility  to  the 
JCing.     The  Duke  then  faid,  that  it  was  his 

Mpjefty*^ 
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Majefty^s  wfh  to  form  an  healing  adminif-  ^  "iv.^* 
tration,  and  he  left  it  entirely  to  Mr,  Pitt^ 
to    fettle  every  arrangement  in   his   own 
manner,  . 

Mr.  Peri's  firft  propofition  was  thcexclu-p 
fion  of  Lord  Anfon  from  the  cabinr^t.  i  he' 
Duke  c^f  Newcaflle  pleaded  earn?ftly  to  have 
Lord  Hardwicke  in  the  cabinet.  He  faid  it 
was  the  King's  requeft.  Mr.  Pitt  confenred, 
on  condition  that  Sir  Roberta  Henley  had  the 
great  feal :  This  ftipulation  had  been  delircd 
fcy  Leice[ter-houfe.  Lord  Temple  to  be  pri- 
vy feal ;  himfelf  fecretary  of  ftate,  as  bc^fore. 
The  Duke  of  Newcajfle  offered  Lord  Teviple 
the  treafury.  Mr.  Pitt  interfered,  and  faid, 
•*'  That  could  not  be;  his  Grace  mult  go 
^ere  hiralelf  *.     But  if  at  aiiy  time  hereafter 

he 


•  There  were  two  reafons  for  this:  Thefirft  was,  the  Houfe 
.ef  Commons  had  been  choien  by  Mr.  Pelham;  at  whoi'e  de^th 
his  pocket  lift  (as  it  is  called)  was  given  to  ihe  Dukeof  A>U'^<7y//^; 
9,nd  this  cirt-iimftance  n\?.de  another  itipulaTion  in  the  arrangement, 
which  'wasy  that  the  Duke  fhoiild  transfer  b:s  majority,  lo  Mr,- 
/*/'//.  Mr.  Pitt  himielf  deCcribed.  tbis  tact  on  a  iubicqueni  occa- 
fion,  in  thele  v.  ords:  *<  I  borrowed  the  Duke  of 'Neivcaftie's  ^ 
majority;  to  carry  on  the  public  bu(inefs/'-^It  is  fimilar  to  trans- 
fering  "5iock,  or  any  o:her  funded  property. 

The  other  was — Lord  Temple  would  have  had  h's  brother,  Mr. 
George  GrenvtUe,  U,v  his  cliancclior  of  the  cxcliequer ;  and  iji 
4lut  cale,  wh4t  could  have  been  done  wiUi  Mr.   Legue? — The 

public 
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^  xiv.^'  h^  fhould  think  proper  to  retire.  Lord  Tem^ 
•^"^''"^  pie  fhould  fucceed  him/'  Having  gone  on 
fome  time,  in  making  arrangements,  the 
,  Dukef^id,  What  fhall  we  do  with  Mr.  FaxP 
Mr,  Pitt  replied,  **  He  may  have  the  pay- 
office/' — This  was  a  triumph  to  Mr.  Fttt — 
to  put  Mr.  Fox  below  hiin,  and  into  the 
office  he  had  left.  Lord  An/on  was  pro- 
pofed  for  the  admiralty,  Mr.  Pitt  declared 
that  Lord  Anfon  fhould  never  have  the  cor- 
refpondence.  The  Duke  replied,  that  would 
\>t  fuch  an  alteration  in  the  ufual  bufinefs  of 
the  board,  as  could  pot  be  fettled  without  hix 
i^lajefly'^  confent.  Here  the  conference 
j^roke  off.  Mr.  Pitt  had.  an  audience  of  the 
King.  He  l^id  befpre  his  Majefty  the  diffe^ 
fence  between  the  Duke  pf  Newcqfile  and 
hinqifelf  concerning  the  admiralty.  The 
-King  confented^that  the  correfpondence\yith 
the  naval  officers,  ufually  in  the  board  of 
admiralty,  fhould  be  given  to  Mr.  PUt  [[fee 
Appendix  C],  and  that  the  bPard  fhould 
pnly  fign  the  difpatches,  without  being  privy 

public  v'ould  not  at  that  time  have  approved  of  any  other perfon 
in  that  fituation.  Mr.  Pitt  alfo  knew  that  there  had  teen  a  tri-^ 
fvate  underftanding  between  the  Puke  of  Ne*u:ca(iU  and  Mr, 
t^fgc  for  forac  time  paft. 

■ 
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to  their  contents  *.'    It  was  at  this  audience  ^  ^i\f ' 
that   the  following  remarkable  words  were  ^^ 

O  *79/* 

fpoken,  which  Lord  Nugent  repeated  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  in  the  year  1784  :  Mr. 
Pitt  faid — "  Sire,  give  me  your  confidence, 
and  I  win  deferve  it."  The  K4ng  replied, 
without  hefitation,  "  Deferve  my  confidence 

^  and  you  (hall  have  it."  Lord  Nugent  added, 
"  That  Mr.  Pitt  at  laft  won  fo  upon  the 
King,  that  he  was  able  to  turn  his  very  par- 
tialities in  favour  of  Germany  to  the  benefit 
of  his  country."  Lord  An/on  took  the  ad- 
Inir^tky  under  Mr.  Pitt's  limitation ;  and 
Mr.  fox  took  the  pay-office.     Mr.  Legge 

,  had  the  exchequer.  All  the  arrangements 
being  fettled,  the  parlies  all  killed  hands  in 
July  1757 ;  and  the  nation  was  thereby  re-^ 
ftored  to  tranquillity  and  fatisfaclion. 


•  The  rule,  or  cuftom,  is,  the  fecretary  of  ftate  fends  all  thd 
©filers  refpedljng  the  nav.,  which  have  been  agreed  to  in  the  cabi» 
nef,  to  the  admiralty,  and  the  fecretary  to  the  board  writes  thofe 
orders  sigain,  in  the  form  of  in(tru6ltons,  from  the  admiralty  to 
-  ^e  admiral  or  captain  of  the  fleet,  expedition,  &c.  for  whom 
they  are  defigned ;  which  in:'lru6tions  w?^/ be  figned  by  three  oi 
the  board.  But  during  Mr.  ?///'s  adminiliration,  he  wrote  the 
infiru^iuiis  himfelf,and  fcnt  them  to  their  Lordfhips  to  be  figned  j 
always  ordering  h"s  lecretary  to  put  a  fiieet  of  yvhite  paper  over 
the  writing.  Thus  they  were  kept  in  perfect  if^noranceof  what 
they  (igned ;  and  the  fecretary  and  clerks  of  the  board  were  all  ia 
thfi;  (ame  ftatc  of  exclufion. 

CHAP. 
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Failure   of  the    Duke  of  Cumberland — Expeditiori 
againjt  Rci^hefort, — Diflrrjfes    of  the   King   of 
Pruffia, — Hanover  plundered. —  Mr,   Fitt*s  two 
Propofitlons^  one  to  f end  a  Fleet  into  the  Baltic, 
the  other  to  cede  Gibraltar  to  Spain. — Anecdote  of  i 
the  Treaty  of  Place  made    in  1783. — EffeEl's  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  firjl  Adminifiration, — Mifcarriage  of   j 
the    Expedition   againfi  Loiiifhourg. — Union    of   \ 
Ruffia^  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  for  the  netUrality 
of  the  Baltic. — Taking  of  the  Dutch  Ships. — M7^d 
Pitt  oppofes  the  Propofition  of  fending  the  Britijk 
Fleet  to  the  affiflance  of  the  Duke  of.  Cumberland* 


Failure 
the  D.  of 
Cumber- 
land. 


^  "xV  nn^E  Duke  of  Cumberland  failed  on  the 
-*-  continent.  His'Royal  Highnefs  attri-» 
buted  his  failure  to  the  want  of  Britifh  troops 
and  money.  His  army  was  not  only  infe- 
rior to  the  enemy  in  number,  but  confided 
entirely  of  Germans.  The  French  purfued 
him  almoft  to  the  fea*coaft. '  The  King  of 
Denmark  commiferated  his  fituation,  and 
under  that  monarch's  mediation  a  conven- 
tion was  figned,  in  the  month  of  September 
1757,  between  the  Duke,  and  Marflial 
Richelieu^'  the  French  general,  by  which  the 

allied 
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allied  array  were  to  retire  to  their  refpeftivfi  ^  ^y/^ 
[countries.  V^ 

'  The  King  of  PrufTia  was  driven  out  of 
^  Bohemia  this  fummer,  and  an  account  ar- 
I  rived  of  the  Suffocation  at  Calcutta. 

Under  all  thefe  difcouragingcircumftances 
Mr.  Put  had  to  commence  his  new  admini* 
ftration.  His  firft  i^rafure  was  an  attempt  f^P^f/^^^ 
^  to  make  a  defcent  upon  the  coall  of  France.  ^°^^«^<^ 
His  viey  in  this  w^s,  to  oblige  the  French 
to  recall  their  troops  from  Hanover  to  pro-, 
teft  their  own  kingdojn.  A  fleet  and  an,, 
army  were  aflembled.  The  deftination  was 
kept  a  profound  fecr  t.  Sir  Edxoird  Hawkt 
was  commander  of  the  fleet,  and  Mr,  Pitt 
correfponded '  with  him.  It  is  not  a  little 
remarkable,  that  when  Mr.  Pitt  ordered  the 
fleet  to  be  equipped,  and  appointed  the  pe- 
riod for  its  being  at  the  place  of  rendezvous. 
Lord  Anfon  faid  it  was  impoHible  to  comply 
with  the  order;  the  fliips  could  not  be  got 
ready  in  the  time  limited;  and  he  wanted 
to  know  where  they  were  going,  in  order  To 
victual  them  accordingly.  Mr.  Pitt  replied 
that  if  the  fhips  were  not  ready  at  the  time 
requirfed,  he   would  lay  the  matter  before 

'  the 
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th^  King,  atid  impeach  his  Lordftiip  in  ihS 
Houfe  of  Commons.  This  fpirited  menace 
produced  the  men  of  war  and  tranfports  all 
teady,  in  perfeft  compliance  with  the  ordfef. 
They  failed  on  the  8th  of  September  1757^ 
from  Spithead.  The  force,  \f2ts  tofifider- 
able;  and,  had  it  fucceeded,  muft  have  made 
i  deep  impreffion.  After  lying  fome  time 
before  Rochefort,  the  fleet  returned*  The 
Caufe  of  the  inifcarriage  was  not  pi^ecifely 
'  afcertained.  Mr.  Pitt  afcribed  it  to  the  in* 
aftivity  of  Sir  Jfokn  Mor daunt,  who  haci 
the  command  of  the  troops.  The  friends 
of  thatoflBcerafcribed.it  to  the  plan,  virhich; 
in  deriiion,  they  called  one  of'  Mr.  Pitt'si 
ti/ionSi 

The  diftrefles  of  the  King  of  Pruflia  daily 
increafed.     The  Ruffians  quickened  their 
march  againft  him,     Hk  territories  were  in- 
vaded on  every  fide :  and  the  French  were 
Two  pro.  plundering:  Hanover.     In  this  fituation  of 

poiuioiit.     ^  ^ 

affairs,  the  minifter  framed  two  propofitions : 

fcndaH<?ct  T^^  ^^^  ^^^^  to  fend  a  fleet  into  the  Baltic^ 
^s  early  in  the  fpring  of  1758  as  the  feafon 
would  permit,  to  overawe  the  Swedes  and 
Ruffians,  particularly  thfe- latter,  andtofup- 
port  the  King  of  Pruffia.  The  mofl:  formi- 
dable 


to  the  Bal- 
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dable  powers  againft  the  King  of  Pruffia  ^  xv/' 
were  Auftria  and  RufTia.  Againft  Auftria  •~^'"^^ 
he  was  able  to  defend  himfelf ;  but  RufTia 
being  a  naval  as  well  as  nailitary  power,  he 
could  not  oppofe  her  with  equal  facihty. 
Her  veflels  carried provifions, military  ftores, 
and  reinforcements  to  her  armies  in  Pome^ 
rania  and  Pruffia;  and  thereby  fiipported 
their  operations  with  the  moft  effential  af- 
fiftancc..  An  alliance  between  the  two  Im- 
perial  courts  of  Vienna  and  Peterfburgh  is 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  Europe.  The 
King  of  Pruffia  is  a  barrier  between  them ; 
but  if  either  of  them  (liould  be  able  to  an- 
nex the  Pruffian  power  to  her  own,  the  in^ 
dependence  of  the  other  ftates  would  be  in 
a  critical  lituation.  Upon  this  ground  the 
propofition  of  fending  a  Britifh  Fleet  into 
the,  Baltic  was  made  to  the  court  of  Copen- 
hagen, who  at  firft  feemed  to  approve  of  it. 

The  other  propofition  was  to  the  court  of  '^^^J'^'^*'* 
Madrid,  The  fovereignty  of  the  Med  iterra-  ^^%'' 
nean  being  loft  to  Great  Britain  with  the 
ifland  of  Minorca,  ourfhips  having  no  port 
in  that  fea  wherein  they  could  lie  or  refit,  it 
was  become  almoft  impoffible  to  keep  any 
fleet  there^  andabfolutely  imprafticable,  in 

Vol.  !•  S  time 
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^  xv/'  time  of  war  with  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  to 
^"^^^^  carry  on  any  confiderable  trade  to  the  Le- 
vant.    For  thefe  reafons  Gibraltar  was  be- 
come of  lefs  importance  to  this  country  than 
formerly ;  while  the  expence  to  maintain  and 
defend  it,  in  cafe  of  war,  muft  be  increafed; 
therefpre  the  propotition  was,  to  cede  Gibral- 
tar to  Spairiy  if  jhe  court  of  Madrid  would  un- 
dertake to  detach  France  from  the  waragainft 
Pruflia  and  Hanover.  The  fa£l  is  important, 
and  may  furprife  thofe  who  never  heard  it. 
But  it  is  to  be  found  in  a  difpatch  to  Sir  Ben. 
Beene,  who  at  that  time  was  the  Britifh  am- 
baffador  at  Madrid ;  and  to  Gibraltar  was 
added  the  Britifh  fettlements  on  Honduras 
and  the  Mufquito  fhore.     Mr.  Pitt  was  not 
partial  to  Gibraltar.     He  would  have  ceded 
it  to  Spain  in  1761,  if  he  could  thereby  have 
difTolved  the.Botirbon  family  compaft.     In 
Anecdote  the  negotiations  for  peace,  in  1783,  the  Spa- 
•f.^783.    nilh  minifter  at  London  for  fome  time  in- 
fifted  on  the  ceffipn  of  Gibraltar ;  but  hav- 
ing  no  equivalent  to  give,  the  Earl  of  SheL- 
burne  (fince  Marquis  of  'Lan/down)  firmly 
refufed  it,    and  th^  whole  negotiation  for 
peace  was  on  the  point  of  breaking  off  en* 
tirely,  when  the  Spanifti  minifter  received 
ioftruftions  from  his  court  to  give  up  the 

point. 
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point.     Every  reader  will  make  his  own   ^"v^^* 
comments  on  thefe  fa£ls.     The  objetls  in- 
tended to  have  been  gained  by  the  propofed 
ceflion,  were,  in  their  day,  of  the  Hrft  im- 
portance.    [[See  Appendix  S.] 


XV. 


The  effea>  of  Mr.  Pitt's  fliort,  or  firft,  l^:%1f. 
adminiftration  foon  began  to  appear ;  and  miftiftuu. 
to  confirm  and  increafe  that  confidence, 
which  the  nation  had  repofed  in  his  wifdom 
and  integrity.  Admiral  Cotes,  whom  he  had 
difpatched  to  the  V>ft  Indies,  had  recovered 
the  honour  of  theBritifti  flag;  and  the  Eaft 
India  Company  felt  themfelves  perfetlly 
eafy  in  the  reinforcements  fent  under  the 
command  of  admiral  Stevens,  who  at  the 
fame  time  time  had  been  difpatched  to  the 
Eaft  Indies.  Nor  were  the  effefls  of  his  be- 
ing removed  from  adminiftration  lefs  con- 
fpicuous  ;  for  he  had  alfo,  during  the  fhort 
time  he  was  in  office,  ordered,  and  to  a  confi- 
derable  degree  prepared,  a  third  fleet,  which 
hedefigned  for  North  America, the  command 
pf  which  he  propofed  for  admiral  Hawke; 
which  fleet  was  intended  to  co-operate  with 
the  jarmy  affembled,  at  New  York,  under 
Lord  Loudon,  in  an  attack  on  Louifbourg. . 
But  his  fucceffors  had  not  his  activity;  they 
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^  xv/'  changed  the  command  of  the  fleet  to  admi- 
"""^^^  ral  Holbourne;  nor  did  the  fleet*  fail  from 
England  until  fome  months  after  the  proper 
time;  and  inftead  of  joining  the  army  a 
New  York,  Lord   Loudon  was  waiting  • 
Halifax  when  admiral  Holbourne  appeare 
J^l^oYlhe  ^^  *^^  American  coafl:.     The  confequencc 
aglinft''*'''  of  this  delay  was,  the  expedition  was  ren-    J 
uuiibourg  ^^^^^  abortive.     The  French  at  Louiflbourg    ^ 

were  prepared  to  receive  them;  upon  which 
the  army  returned  to  New  York,  and  the 
fleet  was  difperfed  in  a  ftorm.  Had  this 
expedition  proceeded  upon  the  plan  it  was 
originally  formed,  according  to  the  time 
prefcribed,  and  under  the  officers  firll  named 
there  is  the  fl:rongefl:  reafon  to  believe  the 
war  in  North  America  would  have  been  of 
fliort  duration ;  at  moft,  it  could  have  lafted 
but  one  campaign  more ;  becaufe  the  French 
could  not  have  reinforced  Quebec,  and  Ca- 
nada would  therefore  have  fallen  a  much 
eafier  conquefl:  than  it  afterwards  proved. 
And  to  this  confideration  may  be  added, 
that  great  part  of  that  force,  which  was 
afterwards  employed  againfl:  Canada,  would 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  have  been  employed  elje- 
zvhere.  It  is  impoflible  to  fl:ate  the  extent 
^  of  the  misfortunes  which  this  abortive  expe- 
dition 
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dition  brought  after  it,  or  the  extent  of  the  ^  "v/' 
advantages  which  might  have  flowed  from  it, 
had  the  plan  been  carried  into  execution  by 
the  perfon  who  formed  it. 

Before  the  conclufion  of  1757,  the  un- 
found  and  unwife  politics  of  1755  and  1756 
'  appeared  in  a  new  and  unexpected  maunen 
The  convention  with  Pruflia,  made  in  1756, 

^  for  Ike  keeping  all  foreign  troops  out  of  the 
Empire  [fee  Appendix  E."],  deftroyed  the 
treaty  with  Ruflia,  made  in   1755,  for  the 

,  defence  of  Hanover,  becaufe  the  Kujfians 
^xt.  foreign  troops.  After  this  example  the 
court  of  Copenhagen  afted.  The  Danifh 
minifter  communicated  the  Britifli  propo- 
fition  of  fending  a  fleet  into  the  Baltic,  to 
the  courts  of  Stockholm  and  Peterft)urgh, 
Thelaft  court  refented  it  highly,  becaufe  her 
alliance  with  thfe  court  of  Vienna  was  then 
concluded.  And  though  fhe  did  not  wifli  to 
commence  a  war  with  England,  yet  fooner 
than  break  her  faith  with  the  Emprefs  Quee^j, 
flie  would  have  done  it.  She  therefore  fug* 
gefl:ed  an  expedient^  which  was  an  imitation 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Britifli  court,  who 
had  firfl:  made  a  fubfidiary  treaty  with  her 
for  troops,  and  afterwards  rendered  it  inef- 

S  g  feaual 
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^^xv^^'  feftual  by  a  convention  with  Pruffia,  to  keep 
^^^^  aU  foreign'  troops  out  of  the  Empire.     She 
propofed  to  Sweden  and  Denmark  a  mari- 
time treaty  of  alliance — to  keep  all  foreign 
Rurria°^   f^^^P^  ^^^'  ^f  ^^^  Baltic. — Sweden  being  un- 
x)^nma"rk^  ^^^  ^^^  influcnce  of  French  counfels,  entered 
into  it  immediately,  and  Denmark  not  chuf- 
ing  to  incur  the  enmity  of  two  fuch  power- 
ful  neighbours,  and   being  perhaps   more 
under  the  influence  of  Ruflia  than  Great 
Britain,  became  a  party  to  the  treaty  like- 
wife. 

Thus  the  Britifli  fleet  was  excluded  the 
Baltic,  whatever  the  Pruffian  treaties  may 
pretend  (which  may  be  feeri  in  the  Appen-- 
dix  E.).  The  minifiei-  could  not  fend  a 
fleet  into  that  fea  unlefs  he  made  w^ar  upon 
thofe  three  powers:  And  unlefs  he  fent  a 
very  powerful  fleet,  no  effefclual  fervice  could 
'  be  expefted ;  and  if  he  did,  the  force  againft: 
France  mufl:  have  been  fo  eflentially  weak- 
ened by  it,  as  to  give  the  French  a  confider- 
able  fuperiority  in  the  Channel,  and  in  the 
Atlantic.  One  fa£l  only  need  be  mentioned, 
that  as  foori  as  the  feafon  permitted  the 
ports  in  the  Baltic  to  be  open,  a  fleet  of 
twentV'Ruflian  and  tfen  Swedifli  fhipsofthe 

^  line 
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line  appeared  in  the  Baltic,  to  preferve  the  ^xv!^^' 
neutrality  of  that  fea. 


»767' 


The  French  minifter  was  fo  fenfibleofthe 
Iburces  of  the  Baltic  for  the  fupply  of  his 
navy,  that  he  bribed  the  Dutch  to  become 
the  carriers  of  his  Baltic  naval. ftores.     But 
Mr.  Pitt  ordered  the  Dutch  vefTels,  when-  ?[e^Duuh 
ever  laden  with  naval  and  military  ftores,  to  ^'p** 
be  conftantly  taken;  which  judicious   and 
fpirited  refolution   contributed   greatly  to  ,      * 
the  fucceffes  of  his  adminiftration  ^. 

Mr. 


•  When  Mr.  Pitt  found  the  Dutch  heartily  inclined  to  affift  the 
French  with  naval  ftores,  he  refolved  to  make  them  as  hviaitily 
tired  of  doing  it ;  for,  without  any  cereitlony,  he  gave  orders 
that  all  Dutch  (hips  with  cargoes  on  board  ^or  the  ufe  of  France, 
ihould  be  conddered  as  the  (hips  of  enemies,  not  of  neutrals. 
His  orders  were  not  without  effeft,  and  in  confequence  of  the 
captures  that  enfued,  the  loude(t  clamours  were  raifed  in  Holland 
againft  the  Englifli.  The  general  cry  there  was  '  for  war.  A 
Memorial  was  prefented  to  the  States  General  in  1758,  in  the 
names  of  269  of  the  principal  Dutch  merchants,  who  fubfcribed 
it;  they  complained  that  trade  and  navigation,  the  very  finews  of 
the  Republic,  were  in  danger ;  that  the  Dutch  flag  was  difregarded 
by  the  Englifli;  who  had  already  taken  240  of  their  ihips*  They 
called  upon  the  States' General  for  the  protection  of  their  property, 
Kay,  they  offered  to  contribute  each  his  contingent,  and  to  arm^ 
at  their  own  charge,  for  the  fupport  and  protection  of  their  navi- 
gation. The  Memorial  concluded  with  this  remarkable  para* 
graph : 

**  The  petitioners  flatter  thefnfelves  that  the  toils  and  the  rifks 

* 

tQ  which  tlieir  e£feCls  are  expofed  on  the  feas  will  have  their  proper 
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Mr.  Pitt  laboured  under  many  difadvan* 
tages  at  the  time  of  his  reftoration  to  the 
office  of  fecretary  of  ftate;  his  former  plans 
had  either  been  defeated,  or  rendered  ufe* 
lefs ;  and  he  was  obliged  to  make  great  fa- 
crifices,  to  correft  the  errors  of  others,  be- 
fore he  could  carry  his  future  plans  into 
execution.  Nothing  but  the  magnanimity 
of  his  fpirit  prevented  the  fame  interference, 

« 

influence  on  the  general  body  of  the  State ;  fincc  the  traders  of 
this  country,  finding  thenifelves  left  to  the  difcretion  of  apart  of 
that  nation  with  whom  thq  State  is  mod  intimately  connefted,  'will 
he  forced  to  abandon  it,  to  tbeir  great  regret^  and Jeek  Jbelter  and 
frotedion  elfenjobere\  which  will  give  a  mortal  blow  to  the  prin- 
cipal members  of  the  State.'* 

The  Dutch,  no  c[oubt,  muft  have  been  very  feverely  handled, 
when  they  fo  far  trefpafled  upon  their  love  of  money  as  to  offer  to 
difburfe  and  arm  at  their  own  charge,  for  the  fecurity  of  navigation ; 
but  what  muft  we  think  of  the  provocation  given  by  the  Britilh 
minifter,  when  we  find  the  Dutch  merchants  ready  to  abandon 
their  country,  and  become  voluntary  exiles  in  a  foreign  land  ? 

The  neutrality  of  the  Dutch  did  not  procure  Vefpeft  for  their 
ports  in  America,  ai  appears  by  a  letter  from  St.  Euftatia,  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  Amfterdam  Gazette,  April  9,  1758  ;  wherein  the 
writer  declares,  **  That  the  depredations  of  the  Englilh  are  car- 
ried to  the  utmoft  height,  and  that  the  trade  of  St.  Euftatia  is  at 
an  end ;  the  harbour  being  more  clofely  blocked  up  than  that  of 
any  enemy— that  every  veflel  is  flopped,  carried  off,  and  confis- 
tated\  that  jealoufy  is  the  motive  of  the  Englifh,  conveniency 
their  right,  and  greed inefs  their  law  ;  that  the  Englifh  had  gone 
fo  far  as  to  confifcate  Dutch  fhips,  merely  for  having  entered 
French  harbours,  alledging  that  as  th^  paid  the  ufual  charges 
and  cuftoms  in  thofe  harbours,  they  thereby  became  French 
property,  &c« 

which 
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which^had  chilled  the  execution  of  his  for-  ^^y^^ 
mer  meafures,  from  extending  its  blighting  '^7*"'*'""^ 
influence  over  his  future   defigns.     When 
the  fleet  returned  from  Rocnefort,  a  puerile 
fcheme  was  propofed  by  thofe  whofe  impo- 
litic meafures  had  given  birth  to  the  Baltic 
alliance  againft  us,  to  fend  the  fleet  to  the 
affiftance  of  the  Duke  of  Climber  land;  who 
was  flying  before  the  French  in  Hanover. 
Mn  Pitt  alone  refifted  the  propofal ;  upon  ^•'•Jjj' 
which   the  Dukp  of  Newcajtle  and   Lord  flj^f^'jfjij* 
Hardwicke,  who  had  preffed  it,  gave  it  up.  ''^'^^''^  ' 
Mr.  Pitt  had  not  a  thorough  confidence  in  ^**^ 
his  coadjutors,  and  therefore  he  did  not 
always  aflign  his  reafons  for  his  opinion. 
On  this  occafion  he  only  faid,  that  the  aflift» 
ance  of  a  naval  armament  in  the  x^oxxh  hadl 
been  fruftrated  ;  and  therefore  the  fcene,  as 
well   as*  the  inftrument  of   war,  mull  be 
changed,  before  any  hopes  of  fuccefs  could 
be  entertained;  but  if  a  contrary  opinioa 
prevailed,  he  would  lay  the  feals  at  his  Ma-i 
jefty's  feet,  and  retire  from  his  fituation. — 
The  cabinet  minifters  from  this  time  refigned 
their  judgment;  in  which  they  were  influ- 
enced by  two  motives ;  one  was,  a  dread  of 
his  fuperior  abilkies,  which  threw  their  mi- 
nor talents  into  fhade ;  the  other  was,  an 
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^  "xyf"  expeftation  that,  by  permitting  him  to  in- 
dulge in  the  e^cercife  of  his  own  opinions, 
he  would  precipitate  his  own  exclufion  from 
power,  by  drawing  upon  himfelf  fome  capi- 
tal difgrace;  which  they  were  confident 
would  at  the  fame  £irae  reftore  to  them  the 
adminiftration  of  government*. 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland  returned  to 
England,  and  finding  that  his  condu6l  had 
met  with  the  difapprobation  of  the  King, 
who  difavowed  the  convention  of  Clofter- 
Seven,  he  inftantly  refigned  all  his  military- 
employments,  and  retired  to  Windfor. 

•  At  this  period,  and  for  feveral  months  pad,  there  had  ifTued 
from  the  prefs  a  torrent  of  papers  and  pamphlets  againfl  Mr.  P///, 
condemning  his  plans,  his  meafures,  his  principles,  his  politics, 
add  even  reviling  his  perfon,  in  which  the  King  himfelf  was  not 
iparedj  for  having  taken  him  into  his  fervice,  and  for  not  dilmiffing 
him — all  which  were  permitted  to  die  unnoticed ;  he  felt  not  the 
kaft  fmart  from  any  of  them.  One  day  when  Mr.  Grenijille 
inentioned  fome  of  them  to  him,  he  fmiled,  and  only  faid>  Tb^ 
fre/s  is  lih  the  air,  a  cbartei^d libertine*. 

•  Shakefpeare— Henry  V, 
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The  Battle  of  Rojbach,  and  its  confequences.^^Sud- 
den  prorogation  of  Parliament. — Union  of  the 
Xing  and  Mr.  Pitt.-^The  King  of  Prujfta's  re* 
commendation.-^ Hanoverians  refunie  their  arms 
under  Duke  Ferdinand.-^Obfervations  on  the  Ger- 
man War. 

ALTHOUGH  the  operations  of  the  war  c  h  a  p^ 
are  foreign  to  this   work;  yet  thofe  ^-^v%J 
events  from  which  important  circumftances 
have  arifen,  and  which  have  either  been  mif- 
reprefented  by  other  writers,  or  been  entirely 
omitted,  it  is  neceflary  to  mention.     Of  this  5'''^*?^ 

Koibach* 

nature  was  the  King  of  Pruflia's  great  vie-  f'^'^^^^^ 
tory  at  Rofbach  over  the  French  and  ^Ger- 
mans,  on  the  5th  of  November  1757.  No 
event  during  the  war  was  attended  with  fuch 
interefting  confequences.  This  viftory  may 
be  faid  to  have  changed  the  fcene,  the  plan, 
and  the  principle  of  the  war.  Befides  the 
emancipation  which  it  immediately  gave  to 
the  King  of  Pruflia,  its  effefts  were  no  left 
inftantaneous  and  powerful  on  the  councils 
of  Great  Britain.  The  Britifli  minifter  pof* 
feifed  an  underftanding  to  diftinguifti,  and  a 

genius 
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gen  US  to  feize,  a  fortunate  circumftance, 
and  to  improve  it  to  the  utmoft  advantage. 
Parliament  had  been  appointed  to  meet  on 
the  15th  of  November. — Intelligenteof  this 
vi6lory  arrived  at  St.  James's  on  the  9th  in 
the  morning.  The  moment  the  difpatches 
were  read,  the  minifter  refolved  to  prorogue 
the  Parliament  for  a  fortnight,  notwithftand- 
ing  every  preparation  had  been  made  for 
opening  the  feffion  on  the  fifteenth.  The 
reafon  of  this  fudden  prorogation  v/as,  to 
give  time  to  concert  a  new  plan  of  opera- 
tions, and  to  write  another  fpeech  for  the 
King.  Undoubtedly  the  fpeech  that  had 
been  defigned  would  not  apply  to  this  great 
and  unexpected  change  of  affairs. — Whe- 
ther there  was  any  precedent  for  this  extra- 
Ofdinary  ftep,  was  not  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  minifter.  In  taking  a  refolution  that 
involved  concerns  of  the  greateft  magnitude, 
he  was  not  to  be  influenced  by  precedents. 
— Forty  thoufand  Hanoverians,  who  had 
laid  down  their  arms,  but  not  furrendered 
them,  compofed  fuch  an  engine  of  power 
and  ftrength,  as  might,  if  employed  agairifi. 
France,  not  for  Hanover ;  or  to  fpeak  in 
more  direft  terms,  if  oi^dered  to  aft  offen-- 
Jtuely  iaftead  of  ^defenfivelyy  might  divide  her 

powcr^ 
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power,  diwA  thereby  facilitate  the  conqueft  ^xv\'' 
of  hfer  pofleifions  in  America,  Africa  and 
Afia, 


1767* 


George  the  Second,  though  not  poffeflcd 
of  brilliant  talents,  yet,  to  a  ftrongfirmnefs 
of  mind,  he  iadded  a  long  experience  of 
men  and  public  affairs,  with  a  fufficient 
fliare  of  penetration  to  diftinguifh,  even  in 
his  pretent  fliort  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Se^Kini 
Pitt,  and  particularly  by  his  inftant  refolu-  pju-  '' 
tion  of  proroguing  the  Parhament,  that  he 
was  a  bold  and  intelligent  minifter ;  qualities 
which  were  perfe61ly  agreeable  to  the  King, 
becaqfe  the  want,  of  perfonal  courage  was 
not  amongft  his  defetls.  The  King  himfelf 
firft  fuggefted  to  his  minifter  the  refumption 
of  his  Hanoverian  troops.  It  was  the  very 
meafure  which  Mr,  Pitt  had  refolved  to 
propofe,  when  he  advifed  the  prorogation 
of  Parhament;  and  it  was, only  by  accideht 
or  chance  that^  the  propofition  came  firft 
from  the  King.  The  King  and  his  minifter 
therefore,  were  in  perfeft  unifon  upon  the 
firft  mention  of  this  important  fubjefil. 
From  this  moment  the  King  gave  his  confi- 
dence to  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the  latter,  upon  dif- 
covering  the  whole  of  the  King's  views,  faw 
^  he 


t86  ANECDOTES  AND  SI^EECiHes 

^xvi7'  ^^  could  make  them  fecondary  andTubfer- 
^"""^^^  vient  to ,  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain. 
During  the  remainder  of  the  reign,  they 
afted  together  under  the  influence  of  the 
fame  congeniality  of  fentiment,  and  thereby 
naturally  fell  into  a  perfe6l  union  and  cordi- 
ahty  of  opinion  upon  all  public  meafures* 

■^  Kj.°?  Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Rofbach- 
m^duiim  'he  King  of  Pruffia  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
,  King  of  England,  in  which  he  ftrongly  re- 
commended the  refumption  of  the  allied 
army,  and  Duke  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick 
to  the  command  of  it ;  and  he  accompanied 
this  letter  with  a  plan  of  operations,  in 
which  he  propofed  to  aft  in  concert  with  the 
Duke.  Independent  of  the  policy  of  the 
meafure,  there  were  not  wanting  very  fair 
and  honourable  means  to  fupport  it.  The 
French  troops  had  repeatedly  broken  feve- 
ral  articles  of  the  convention,  and  had,  in 
general,  from  the  time  they  entered  the 
Eleftorate,  conduced  themfelvesin  a  man-' 
ner  more  like  a  banditti  of  barbarians,  than 
an  array  of  difciplined  foldiers. 

a^r^^umc  "   Mr.  Pitt  adoptcd  the  whole  of  the  King 
unTer^a'  of  Prufliajs  recommendation;  but  fo  pour- 
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irayed  the  prominent  features  of  the  Ger-  ^"^'^- 
raan  meafures,,  as  to  make  them  co-operate 
with  his  own  plans  of  attacking  France  in 
every  other  quarter  at  the  fame  time.  The 
King  of  Pruffia  highly  approved  of  Mr. 
Pitt's  alterations  of  his  plan.  Mr.  Pitt's 
plan  was  bold  and  comprehenfive;  but  it 
fliould  be  remembered,  that  timidity  in  war 
is  as  criminal  as  treachery,  and  therefore  it 
is  proverbially  faid,  that  the  boldeft  mea* 
fures  are  the  fafeft.  The  King  of  Pruflia 
faw  it  in  this  fenfe,  and  therefore  he  gave  it 
his  warmed  approbation.  In  concert  with 
the  King  of  Pruffia,  the  plan  of  operations 
was  formed.  Emden  was  fecured,  and  the 
coafl  of  France  was  annoyed  at  his  requpft*. 
Duke  Ferdinand  drove  the  French  out  of 
Hanover,  and  purfued  them  with  fuch  rapi- 
dity, that  France  was  prefently  under  the 
neceffity  of  preparing  for  the  defence  of  her 
own  frontiers.  This  fudden  change  of  af- 
fairs, and  the  viflories  gained  by  the  King 
of  Pruffia  in  Silefia,  fhewedthat  a  war  upon 

•  The  King  of  Pruffia  faw,  and  fully  comprehended,  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  attempt  upon  Rochefort,  and  he  adopted  the  idea  of 
annoying  the  coalt  of  France  from  that  meafure.  He  conceived 
a  very  favourable  opinion  of  Mr.  P;//*s  political  talents  from  that 
^ircumftance,  although  it  had  not  been  fuccefsful.  ' 

the 
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^  xvi^"  ^^^  continent  of  Europe,  conduced  upon 
Britifh  principles,  was  highly  ferviceable  to 
the  interefts  of  this  country.  France,  fo  far 
from  being  able  to  invade  Great  Britain, 
could  not  fend  troops  to  ftrengthen  her  gar- 
rifons  and  fettlements  abroad ;  and  in  a  few 
months  her  firft  objefl  was  to  provide  a  frefh 
army  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  Duke  Ferdi^ 
nand;  while  Mr.  Pitt^  on  the  other  hand, 
prepared  expeditions  againll  hercoaft,  to 
co-operate  with  the  Duke.  In  this  fituation 
the  counfels  of  France  were  diftrafted* 
Her  whole  force  was  kept  at  home.     A 

onsonthc  German  war,  conduced  upon  this  principle 

German  i  i  i 

^r.  ag&inft  France,  was  the  moft  advantageous 
war^hat  Great  Britain  could  make,  and, 
notwithftanding  the  expence  has  been  urged 
as  the  greateft  objefelion  to  it,  yet  when  it 
is  recollefted  that  this  war  employed  the 
.  armies  of  France,  and  prevented  fuccours 
being  fent  to  her  fettlements  abroad,  it  was 
the  moft  (Economical  war  that  the  Britifh  mi- 
nifter  could  carry  on.  The  expence  of 
tranfporting  troops,  forage,  ftores,  &c.  to 
ft  Ihort  diftance,  is  infinitely  lefs  than  to  a 
great  one.  Whoever  will  be  at  the  trouble 
to  look  over  the  charges  of  the  American 
war,  which  commenced  in  1775,  and  of  the 

German 
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German  war  which  commenced  under  Mr.  ^  xv\^^* 
Pitt's  direftion  in  17^8,  will  fee  the  fa6lin-  '^-v— ' 
difputably  confirmed.  It  need  only  be 
added,  that  if  the  armies  of  France  had 
been  to  be  conquered  in  Canada,  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  in  Africa,  and  in  Afia,  the  ex- 
pence  to  this  country,  of  tranfporting  and 
maintaining  an  adequate  force  to  encounter 
them  in  all  thofe  places,  muft  have  been  im- 
menfe.  Upon  a  fubfequent  occafion,  the 
rainifter  emphatically  faid,  "That  America 
had  been  conquered  in  Germany.  Experi-. 
ence  hath  fince  ftiewn  that  the  aflertion  wa$^ 
well-founded. 


CHAR    XVIL 

Meeting  of  Parliament. — Mr.  Alderman  Beckford^s 
Explanation  of  the  new  principle,  of  the  German 
War.^Mr.  Pitt's  Speech  on  the  Rochefort  Expe* 

dition.—EfeSs  of  thai  Speech Mr.  Pitfs .  alor 

$rity  in  OJice.-^Sir  James  Porter's  obfervaiion. 
— Succejes  of  1 758. 

*TpHE  proceedings  of  Parliament,  to  which  '^xviu 

•■-    we  will  now  return^  were  not  diftin- 

guilhed  by  any  extraordinary  debates  during 

tiie  remainder  o£  Mr.  Pitt's  adminiftration. 

Vol.  I,  T .  Both 
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^  X  vil"       B<^tK  Houles  met  on  the  firft  of  December 

"^^'j^    ^757»  according  to  the  lingular  prorogation 

M-.  inr     already  mentioned.     Mr.  Pitt  delivered  a 

ttcnu*^'*'  meflage   from   the   King,    acquainting  the 

Houfe  that  he  had  put  his  army  in  motion 

in   Hanover   (fee  Appendix  R.),  to  aft  in 

concert  with  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  re- 

quefting  their 'fupport.     An  adequate  fum 

was  immediately  voted  without  a  diffenting 

voice. 

» 

B^kw.  Mr.  Alderman  Beckford  faid  a  few  words 
TnoTt^l  upop  this  occalion ;  which,  as  they  tend  to 
ciMcM^c  explain  the  new  principle  of  politics,  they 
war.  ^  will  not  be  improper  to  infert  here.  '  If  the 
Hanoverians  and  Heffians/  he  faid,  ^  were 
to  be  entirely  under  the  direftion  of  Britiih 
councils,  the  larger  the  funii  that  was  granted 
in  order  to  render  that  army  effedual,  the 
more  likely  it  would  be  to  anfwer  the  end 
for  which  it  was  given  ;  that  is,  to  try  the 
ilfue  pf  the  war  with  France ;  than  which, 
in  his  judgment,  there  never  was  fo  favour- 
able an  opportunity  as  the  prefent.  But  if 
the  Regency  of  Hanover  were  to  have  the 
difpofal  of  the  money,  and  the  difpofition  of 
the  army,  he  would  not  give  a  fhilling  to- 
wards its  fubfiftence.' 

Anew 
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A  new  treaty  was  made  wIthPruffia,  which   ^^^f\f* 
was  approved  by  Parliament,  and  which  the 
reader  will  find  in  the  Appendix   to  this 
work,     (See  Appendix  E.) 

Parliament  was  never  known  to  be  fo  ima- 
nimous  as  at  this  time. 

The  fleet  and  army  fent  againft  Rochefort 
having  returned  without  making  the  impref- 
fion  ihtended,  Sir  yo/in  Mordaunt  was  put 
under  *an  arreft,  and  being  a  member  of 
Parliament,  the  King  fent  a  meflage  to  the 
Commons,  acquainting  them  of  the  reflraint 
put  upon  one  of  their  members.  They 
thanked  the  King  for  his  attention  to  their 
privileges. 


Mr.  Pitt't 


'  Mr.  Pitt  reprehended,  in  terms  of  great  ^ccchon 
warmth,  the  indolence,  the  caution,  of  thofe  fori^cxp^' 
intruded  with  the  execution  of   military    'u?h 
operations  during  the  laft  campaign. — He 
declared  folemnly  that  his  belief  was,  that  . 
there  was  ^  determined  refolution,  both  in 
the  naval  and  military  commanders,  againft 
any  vigorous  exertion  of  the  national  power. 
He  affirmed,  though  his  Majefty  appeared 
ready  to  embrace  every  meafure  propofed  by 

Pa  his 
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^  xvii.*  ^^  hiinifters,  for  the  honour  and  intereftof 
his  Britifh  dominions;  yet  fcarce  a  man 
could  be  found  with  whom  the  execution  of 
any  one  plan,  in  which  there  was  the  leaft 
appearance  of  .danger,  could '  with  confi- 
dence be  trufted.  He  particularifed  the  in- 
aftivity  of  Lord  -Loudon  in  America,  from 
wh'  fe  force  the  nation  had  a  right  to  form 
great  expeft.ations ;  from  whom  there  had 
been  received  no  intelligence,  except  one 
fmall  fcrap  of  paper,  containing  a  few  lines 
of  no  moment.  He  further  faid,  that  with 
a  force  greater  than  ever  the  nation  had 
heretofore  maintained,  with  a  King  and 
miniftry  ardently  defirous  of  redeeming  her 
glory,  and  promoting  her  true  intereft,  a 
(hameful  diflike  to  the  fervice  every. where 
prevailed.  And  few  penons  feem  to  be  af- 
fefted  with  any  other  zeal  than  that  of  af- 
piring  to  the  higheft  polls,  and  grafping  the 
largeft  falaries.  From  the  general  cenfure 
he  excepted  fome  of  the  admirals  at  home; 
and  by  name  the  admirals  Watjon  and  Po- 
cocke  in  the  Eaft  Indies ;  one  of  whom,  he 
faid,  fo  far  from  following  the  prefent  prac- 
tice of  his  brethren  in  command^  by  feeting 
occafions  for  excufe  to  keep  out  of  danger, 

had  bravely  quitted  his  own  fhip,  when  un- 
able 
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able  to  bring  her  into  aftion,  and  hoifled  his  ^xvnf^ 
flag  on  board  a  lefler  fhip,  in  order  to  ani- 
mate, by  his  prefence,  the  gallant  feamen 
under  his  command,  who  thus  infpirited 
performed  wonders.  He  alfo  made  very 
honourable  mention  of  General,  afterwards 
Lord  Clive^  who  commanded  on  the  fame 
expedition:  who  though  not  bred  a  foldier, 
yet  glowing  with  a  not)le  ardour  for  the 
glory  of  his  country,  and  infpired  by  heaven 
with  a  genius  fuperior  to  imaginary  danger, 
had  dared  to  defy  oppofition,  and  triumphed 
over  the  enemy,  the  Itandards  of  whofe  hofti 
outnumbered  his  whole  army, 

'  Nor  was  it,  he  faid,  amongft  the  officers 
alone  that  indolence  and  negle6l  appeared ; 
thofe  who  filled  the  other  departments  of 
military  fervice  feemed  to  be  affefted  with 
the  fame  indifference ;  the  viftuallers,  con- 
traftors,  purveyors,  were  never  to  be  found 
but  upon  occafions  of  their  own  perfonal 
advantage.  In  converfation  they  appeared 
totally  ignorant  of  their  own  bufinefs.  The 
extent  of  their  knowledge  went  only  to  the 
making  of  falfe  accounts :  in  that  fcience 
they  were  adepts/ 

T3  This 
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This  deteflion  of  the  abufes  in  the  feve- 
ral  departments,  where  they  had  long-  pre- 
vailed, and  of  the  want  of  exertion  in  the 
commanders  in  cljief,  which  had  alfo  been 
obvious,  operated  in  a  4nanner  highly  ad- 
vantageous to  the  public  fervice.  Thofe 
gentlemen,  as  well  as  the  nation,  now  faw 
that  there  was  a  minifter  at  the  head  of  af-  j 
fairs,  who  not  only  knew  the  duties  of  his  ^ 
own  office,  but  the  duties  of  others;  and 
therefore  they  might  expeft  him  to  examine  ' 
their  conduft :  to  traverfe  all  parts  of  it 
with  a  keen  and  penetrating  eye.  This  ap- 
prehenfion  roufed  them  from  their  lethargy. 
They  awakened  as  from  a  dream;  and 
feemed  to  be  eleftrified  by  the  fire  of  his 
mind;  they  glowed  with  ardour  in  every 
fubfequent  enterprife.  The  Britifti  honour 
was  recovered.  The  events  of  the  war 
placed  the  name  of  Great  Britain  upon  the 
higheft  point  of  honour. 

The  minifter,  in  the  official  duties  of  his 
ftation,  was  regular,  puntlual,  and  indefati- 
ga'ble.  His  example  and  his  authority 
awakened  m  others  a  proper  fenfe  to  a  fimi- 
lar  attention.'  Order  and  difpatch  were 
conftantly  obferved.     Thp  Britifti  minifters 

abroad 
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abroad,  during    Mr.   Pitt's  adminiftration,  ^xvnf' 
unanimoufly  acknowledged   the  wonderful   "^^  "^ 
exa6lnefs  with  which  all  the  proper  commu- 
nications were  made  to  them,  and  the  clear- 
nefs  and  perfpicuity  in  which  all  their  infor- 
uiation  and  inftruciions  were  written.     Sir 
James  Porter^  who  pafTed  the  principal  part 
of  his  life  in  a  diplomatic  charaft^r,  often 
declared  to  his  friends.  That  during  Mr.  ^^l}^^ 
Pitt's  adminiftration,  there  was  fuch  a  cor-  on!'"'*'*' 
refl:  knowledge,  and  luch   an  aftive  fpirit 
to  be  feen  in  all  the  departments  of  flate, 
and  in  all  the  concerns  of  government,  and 
fuch  a  ftriking  alteration  in  the  manner,  as 
well  as  in  the  matter,  of  the  official  commu- 
nications, '  that   thefe  circumftances   alone 
would  have  perfefclly  convinced  him  of  Mr. 
Pitt's  appointment  or  refignation,  if  he  h^d 
received  no  other  notice  of  the  event. 

The  feffion  clofed  on  the  20th  of  June 
1758- 

The  BritiCh  arms  this  year  were  fuccefs-  succeffet 

,  '  r     1  1     r  of  the  BrU 

ful  m  every  quarter  01  the  globe.  ti(h  armt 

In  Afia,  owing  to  the  reinforcements  Mr. 
fcnt  laft  year,  the  French  were   de- 

T4  feated 
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"vtir*  f^^t^^  ^t  Maffulipatam,  and[  in  two  naval 
-^  engagements. 

In  America,  Louifbour^  was  taken,  alfo 
the  ifleof  St.  John,  and  the  forts  Du  Quefne 
and  Frontiniac. 

In  Africa,  Senegal  furrendered. 

In  Europe,  admiral  OJhorne  defeated  and 
took  the  French  fleet  from  Toulon,  deflined 
for  the  relief  of  Louifbourg;  and  Sir,£^ 
tjdard  Hawke  drove  another  fleet  upon  the 
fand-banks  on  th^  coafl;  of  France,  that  was 
equipped  at  Rochefort  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe.  A  defcent  was  made  on  the  cbaftof 
France,  near  St.  Malo,  where  all  the  fliips 
and  veflels  were  deftroyed/  Another  was 
made^at  Cherbourg,  where  the  fliips,  moJe, 
pier,  bafon,  and  other  works,  were  al!  de- 
ftroyed,  and  the  cannon  brought  away.  A 
third  defcent  was  made  in  St.  Lunar  Bay, 
which  being  full  of  rocks,  the  fleet  were 
obliged  to  go  to  St.  Cas,  ind  thus  the  army 
and  fleet  becarpe  feparated.  In  the  re^era- 
barkation  at  St.  Cas,  the  rear-guard  under 
general  iJrz^ry  were  cutoff  by  a  large  body 
of  French  troops.     However,  thefe  defcenis 
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kept  the  whole  coaft  of  France  in  perpetual  ^"vii^^ 
alarm^  and  prevented  the  French  miniftry  ^"^^^^ 
from  fending  any  tropps  to  reinforce  their 
army  in  Germany.  Duke  Ferdinand  drove 
the  French  army  entirely  out  of  Hanover, 
and  acrofs  rhe  Rhine.  The  King  of  Pruffia 
entirely  fubdned  Silefia,  an^l  entered  Bohe- 
mia and  Moravia. 

A^ll  the  terrors  of  invafion  being  now 
transferred  from  Great  Britain  to  France, 
the  Britifh  troops  were  all  fent  to  fcenes  of 
aftive  and  important  fervice ;  and  the  de- 
fence of  the  ifland  was  entrufled  to  aconfli- 
tutional  and  well-fegulated  miHtia;  which 
had  been  raifed,  difciplined,  and  oHicered  ^ 
by  the  gentlemen  of  the  country. 
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Med:ng  of  Parliament,— Succejfcs  of  i  j^g,—Lord 
Bute's  firjl  Intrf^rencc — He  goes  to  the  Duke 
of  Newcajlle^  and  demands  Lord  BeJborovgh*& 
Seat  at  the  Treafury  Boards  for  Sir  Gilbert 
Eiliot. — He  alfo  demands  the  Reprefentation 
of  the  County  of  Souiharapton  for  Sir  Simeon 
Stuart. 


€HAP. 

XVIIT. 


/^N  the  23d  of  November  1758,  Parlia* 
1^^  ^^  mem  met.  The  fame  unanimity  pre* 
crting  '  vailed.       x411     the     fupplies    were    voted 

without  the  lead  hefitation ;  and  the  feffion 
^59-    clofed  on  the  2d  of  June  1759^  without  any 

debates. 

The  moil  ample  preparations  were  made 
for  another  vigorous  campaign.  The  fuc- 
ceffes  of  the  lafl:  campaign  had  infpired 
every  individual,  both  in  the  army  and 
navy,  with  a  paflion  for  glory  that  was 
nothing^  fh.ort  of  enthufiafra.  [^See  Ap- 
pendix D.]J  .  * 

In  America,  Quebec  [fee  Appendix  L.] 
ofth^c "    and  Niagara  were  taken  ;    and  in  the  Weft 
'"'^*^  Indies,  Guadaloupe^  and  other  iflands. 


\. 


1759- 


OP  THE  EARL  OF  CHATHAM.  2gg 

In  Europe,  another  fquadron  fitted  out  at  ^xvni!' 
Toulon  was  defeated  in  the  Mediterranean, 
by  adrhiral  Bqfcawen.  Havre  was  bom- 
barded by  Sir  George  Rodney,  and  Brefl:  Was 
blocked  up  by  Sir  Edward  Hawke.  Duke 
JFerdinand  defeated  the  French  at  Minden  ; 
and  the  King  of  Pruffia,  though  furrounded 
by  his  numerous  enemies,  maintained  him- 
Telf  with  aftonifhing  fkill  and  valour. 

After  the  French  had  been  defeated  at 
Minden,  they  faw  it  was  in  vain  to  prefs  for- 
ward,their  whole  ftrength  in  Germany,  and 
therefore  they  refolved  upon  making  their 
next  principal  effort  by  fea.  For  this  purr ; 
pofe  they  equipped  all  the  naval  force*  they 
had  at  Bread,  and  other  ports  in' the  At- 
lantic, and  with  ah  army  which' was  kept  in 
readinefs  to  embark,  they  intended  to  make 
a  defcent  upon  Ireland,  with  a  view  of 
diverting  the  attention  of  the  Britifti  cabinet 
from  Germany  and  the  Weft  Indies.  Sir 
Edward  Hawke  lay  otF  Breft  to  intercept 
their  failing,  and  his  fquadron  was  rein* 
forced  from  time  to  time.  At  length  the 
French  came  out,  and  Sir  Edward  Aawke 
gained  a  complete  viftory  over  them,  on  the 
twentieth  of  November  1 759,— This  viftory 
annihilated  the  naval  power  of  France. 

It 


Bait's  firft 

inter 
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^xvfiK  It  "was  in  this  year  of  unanimity  and  vie- 
^r^'^  t^n%  that  the  feeds  were  fown  of  thofe  divi- 
i^,d  fions  which  appeared  foon  after  the  acceflion 
of  George  the  Third.  The  patronage  of 
plates,  that  never-failing  fource  of  difcord, 
was  claimed  by  Lord  Bute.  Upon  Lord 
Bejborougk  going  to  the  poft  office,  in  the 
month  of  May  1 759,  in  the  room  of  Lord 
LeiceJleVi  deceafed,  there  was  a  vacancy  at 
the  treafury  board,  and  the  Duke  of  New- 
cajile,  propofed  to  fill  it  with  Mr.  James 
Ofwald,  from  the  board  of  trade,  who  was 
recommended  by  Lord  Halifax  ;  but  Lord 
Bute  interfered — He  told  the  Duke  of  New^ 
caJlLe,  "  He  came  to  him  in  the  name  of  all 
thole  on  that  fide. of  the  adminiflration, 
(meaning  the  Leicefter-houfe  party)  who 
thought  they  had  as  good  a  right  to  recom- 
mend as  any  other  party  whatever ;  ahd  it 
was  their  wifli  .that  Mr.  (afterwards  Sir) 
G.  Elliot y  of  the  Admiralty,  might  be  ap- 
pointed. The  Duke  of  Newcajtle  finding 
himfelf  obftrufled  in  his  own  nomination, 
and  refolving  not  to  comply  with  that  of 
Lord  Bute^  the  difpute  was  fettled  by  a  third 
perfon,  with  the  recommendation  of  Lord 
North;  who,  the  Duke  afterwards  found, 
Vas  one  of  the  confidential  friends  of  his 
fecret  opponents. 


^ 
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This  was  the  firft  taufe  of  difference.         ^:^au  * 


The  fecond  ^reIated  to  Mr.  Legge^  and  LortiBu^ 
happened  a  few  months  afterwards,  in  the  thTieprc- 
lame  year.      i  here  bemg  a  vacancy  in  the  of  the 
reprefentation  of  the  county  of  Southamp-  southam^ 

*  .  ^  *■        ton  for  S19 

ton,  by  the  Marquis  o^WmclieJler  becoming  s.stuan. 
D.uke  of  BoltoYiy  it  was  the  delire  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  fignified  by  Lord  Bute  to 
Mr.  Legge,   that  though    Mr.   Legge  had    .  * 
\       been  invited  by  a  great  majority  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  county  to  feprefent  them, 
yet  that  .he  muft  not  accept  of  thofe  invita- 
tions, but  yield  all  pretentions  in  this  matter 
to  Sir  Sirneon  Stuart,  who  had  his  (Lord     » 
B.'s)  recommendation. — Mr.  Legge  lament- 
ed that  he  had  not  known  the  Prince's  in- 
.  clinations    fooner ;    that  his    engagdments 
were  made,  and  he  could  not  break  them, 
Mr.  Legge  was  elefted.   But  when  the  Prince 
became  King,  although  Mr.  Legge  had  been 
made  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  by  the"^ 
voice  of  the  nation,  and  his  conduft  in  office 
diftinguifhed  by  the  ftrifcteft  integrity,  yet 
he^was  turned  out.     [See  Appendix  G.^ 

On  the  13th  of  November  1679,  P^J^^i^- 
ment  met.    The  Prince  of  Wales  took  hi» 

feat 
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Scvni!'  feat  on  the  firft  day.    There  were  no  debates 
'^Q^  upon  any  public  meafure  this  feflion  ;  which 
ended  on  the  g2d  of  May  1760. 

The  war  was  carried  on  with  unabating 
vigour  and  the  fame  uniformity  of  fuccefs 
.  Attended  the  Britilh  arms  wherever  they 
appeared. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.       XIX. 

Death  of  George  II. — Acctjfwn  vf  George  III. — 
Lord  Bute  rtiade  a  Privy-Counfellor. — Made 
Ranger  of  Richmond  Park^  in  the  room  of  the 
Princefs   Amelia. — Views    of  the    New    King's 

Party Methods  takeji  to  accorriphJJi  thofe  views, 

— A  Timber  of  Writers  hired  at  an  enormous 
txpence  to  abufe  the  late  King^  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland^ Mr.  Fittj  and  all  the  Whigs ;  to  repre- 
Jcnt  the  war  as  ruinous^  unjitfl^  and  imprac- 
ticable.— Mr,  CornewaWs  obfervation  on  Lord 
Mansfield. — Parliament  dijjblved. — Mr.  Legge 
turned  out, ^^- Lord  HolderneJJ'e  rcfigns  upon  a 
Penfion. — Lord  Bute  made  Secretary  of  State'  in 
his  room. — The  Kings  marriage. — General 
Grcpme's  merits  on  this  occofion. — French  Anec-  . 
dotes. — Obfovations  on  royal  marriages,  with 
Foreigners. — Negctiation  with  France.-^Breaks 
off. — Martinico  taken — Mr.  Pitt  prepares  for  a 
War  with  Spain. — His  dejign  of  taking  Havannah. 

UNFORTUNATELY  for  the  glory  arid  I  h  a^f, 
intereft  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  2^th  ->^v<;> 
of  October  1760,  the  venerable  Georrre  the 

'  <^  Death  of 

Second  died.      [See  Appendix  F.^     The  ^,a°ac!"' 
circumftances   of  his   death  are  too  well  Gc^rgc""^ 
known  to  be  repeated  here.    As  to  the  fuc-  ^"' 

ceffor^ 


>«> 


•  \ 
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•  -       - 

i^eflor,  the  effefts  of  the  wickednefs  of  hii 
advifers  have  been,  and  are  ftill,  too  de^ly 
felt  to  be  def bribed  in  any  terras  adequate 
to  the  injuries  committed.  Pofterity,  in  a 
fubfequent  age,  when  truth  may  be  fpoken, 
and  the  motives  of  men  laid  open,  will  be 
aftonifhed  at  the  conduft  of  their  anceflors 
at  this  period.  •    ^ 

Two  days  after  the  King's  acceflion  the 

Earl  of  Bute  was  introduced  into  the  privy 

Counfcuor,  ^ouncil,,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  name  of 

the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  was  ftruck  out  of 

the  liturgy.     Another  circuraftance  not  lefs 

^^     remarkable  immediately  fucceeded ;  this  was 

RSfmofld  Lord  Bute  was  made  ranger  of  Richmond 

^^^  '     park,  in  the  room  of  the  Princefs  AmelzOf 

who  was  turned  out. 

Views  ot  It  was  the  fixed  defigji  of  the  party  which 
K^g**"^  they  new  the  King  brought  with  him  from 
Leicefter-houfe,  to  remove  the  minifters,^ 
and  conclude  the  war  * ;  but  the  tide  of 
popularity  ran  fo  ftrong  in  favour  of  both, 
ihey  were  oWiged  to  poftpone  the  execution 

•  The  King  it  made  to  acknowledge^  in  November  1763,  in 
tfi^  fpeech  to  Parliament,  <*  The  re^eftablifhment  of  the  public 
^|r|n%uillity  'wgt  tbi  fust  grtat  ihje^  <(f  nQ  reign.^*         ^ 


IMty. 
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of  their  defign,  until  they  had  prepared  the  ^xi^* 
nation  to  receive  it.     For  this  purpo/fe  a  ^^ 
great  pumber  of  writers  were  employed  to  whiten 
calumniate  the  late  King,  the  Duke  of  Cam-'  caiumniau 

^  the  late 

'  ber lands  Mr.  Pitt^  and  all  the  Whigs.^  King,  ac^ 

The  late  King  was  reviled  for  the  affbc* 
tion  he  had  (hewn  to  his  native  country,  for 
his  love  of  female  fociety  *,  and  for  his  at- 
tachment to  the  Whigs. 

The  Dulce  was  charged  with  inhumanity; 
he  was  ftyled  *\A  Prince  that  delighteth  in 
blood,"  becaufe  the  Princefs  of  Wales,  had 
fometimc  ago  conceived  a  jealoufy  of  his  po- 
pularity.  Nothing  could  be  more  unjufl; 
th*n  this  fufpicion ;  there  was  not  a  perfon 
in  the  kingdom  more  firmly  attached  to  the 
rights  erf  her  fon. 

The  Whigs  were  called  Republicans,  al- 
though many  of  them  had  exhaufted  their 
fortunes  in  fupport  of  the  monarchy* 

^  After  the  death  of  Queen  Caroline^  he  was  fond  of  a  game 
at  cards  in  an  evening  with  the  Counteflfes  of  Femhroke^  AlbemarU, 
and  other  ladies. 

Vol.  I.  U  But 
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^xix.^'  But  Mr.  PiU.w^s  the  prii^cipal  objeQ:  of 
^"^^^  their  calumny.  He  was  aflailed  in  pamph- 
lets,  in  newfpaper  eflays,  and  in  every  other 
channel  of  conveyance  to  the  public.  The 
war  upon  the  continent  was  called  his  Ger- 
man war ;  his  former  oppofition  to  German 
meafures  was  contrafled  with  his  prefent 
^cpnduft ;  the  expences  of  former  wars  were 
compared  with  the  prefent  war.  The  ruin 
of  the  country,  the  annihilation  of  all  public 
credit,  were  predifted  a.*i  deplored  as  the 
inevitable  cbnfequences  of  the  prefent  un- 
juft,^  impolitic,  and  imprafticable  war ;  for 
although  it  was  futcefsful,  yet  they  affirmed 
that  every  viftory  and  every  conqueft  was'  a 
frefti  wound  to  the  kingdom.  Mr.  Pitt'si 
third  for  war,  they  faid,  was  infatiable  ;  his 
ambition  knew  no  bounds ;  ,he  was  mftdly 
ruining  the  kingdom  with  conquefts. 

By  the  conqueft  of  Canada  they  affirmed 
that  all  had  been  obtained  thatjufticc  gave 
. '  us  a  r'ght  to  demand  4  every  fiihfeqyeni 
conqueft  they  affirmed,  was  not,  only  fuper- 
fluous,  but  unjuft ;  that  it  was  now  peifeft 
'  fuicide  to  go  on  conquering  what  muft  be 
furrendeped ;  They  wept  Over  our  viftories. 
The  nation,  they  faid,  was  deftroying  it&if. 

At 
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At  the  fame  time  they  held  out  flattering  and  ^^^^  ^v 
falfe  piftures  of  the  enemies  ftrength  and 
refources. 

Smollett,  Malletf,  Francis,  Home,  Mur- 
pkyy  Mduduit,  and  many  others,  were  the 
inftruments  employed  upon  this  occcafion. 
It  has  been  faid  that  the  fum  paid  to  thefe  and 
other  hired  writers,  during  the  firft  three 
years  of  the  reign  of  George  the  Third,  ex- 
ceeded a  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  And 
the  printing  charges  amounted  to  more  than 
twice  that  fura.  In  facilitating  the  views  of 
the  party  the  money  was  well  laid  out,  for 
the  nation  was  completely  duped.  And  as 
to  the  few  who  might  attempt  to  undeceive 
the  public,  there  was  di political judge"^  ready 
to  punifli  their  temerity.  , 

U  2  Aper* 

t 

•  Lord  Mansfieldy  of  whom  Mr,  Corneivali  (late  Speaker^ 
faid  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  fergeant  Glynn's  motion  con- 
cerning libelSk  [fee  Chap.  XL.  and  Appendix  T.),  *<  That  a  man 
clothed  in  the  r©be  of  magiftracy  ougbi  never  to  be  a  politician  ; 
If  fuch  an  one  ever  ihould,  he  would  carry  his  poHtics  and  his 
prejudices  into  the  court  where  he  prefided,  to  the  imminent  and 
almoft  certain  danger  of  every  man  whom  the  minifter  of  the  day, 
wifhedro  have  deftroyed."  Ihis  fufpicion  of  Mr.  ComeixialVs  is ' 
far  from  being  new.  We  meet  with  fomething  (imilar  to  it  in 
Algernon  Sydnefs  Difcourfes  on  Government.  The  following 
fxtra^  is  tstken  from  the  quarto  edition,  page  314: 


\ 
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^xix/*  A  perfon  at  this  time  (thirty  years  fubfe- 
^"71^^  quent)  may  very  rationally  afk  if  there  were 
any  Engliftimen  weak  enough  to  give*credit 
to  thefe  bafe  aflertions.  The  queftion  in- 
deed is  natural ;  and  if  the  anfwer  corref- 
ponds  with  truth,  it  muft  be  confefTed,  that 
fuch  was  the  induftry  ufed^  in  writing  and 
circulating  thefe  dodrines,  that  the  new 
King's  faction,  in  a  (hort  time,  had  their 
defenders  in  every  town  and  village  in  the 
kingdom. 

\ 

**  To  this  end  the  tribunals  are  filled  with  Court  paradtrs,  of 
profligate  confciences,  fortunes,  and  reputation,  thattno  man  niay 
cfcape  who  is  brought  before  them.  If  crimes  are  wanting,  the 
diligence  of  welUchofcn  officers  and  profecutors,  with  the  favour 
of  the  judges,  fupply  all  defe^ls  ;  the  law*  is  made  a  fnare  ;  virtue 
fupprefTed,  vice  fomented,  and  in  a  (hort  time  hpneftyand  knavery, 
fobriety  and  lewdncfs,  virtue  and  vice,  become  badges  of  the  feve- 
ral  fa6lion?,  and  every  man's  converfation  and  manners  Viewing  to 
what  party  he  is  addidled,  the  Prince  who  makes  himfelf  head  of 
the  worft,  muft  favour  them  to  overthrow  the  beft,  which  is  io 
flraight  a  way  to  an  univerfal  ruin,  that  no  ftate  can  prevent  it 
unlefs  that  courfe  be  interrupted.  And  whoever  would  know 
whether  any  particular  Prince  defires  to  increafe  or  deftroy  the 
bodies  and  goods  of  his  ftibje£ts,  muft  examine  whether  hjs  go- 
vernment be  fuch  as  renders  him  grateful  or  odious  to  them  ;  and 
wheth'.  r  he  do  purfue  the  public  intereft,  or  for  the  advancement 
of  his  own  authority  fet  up  one  in  himfelf,  contrary  to  that  of  his 
people;  which  can  never  hctsM  di  popular  government;  and  con- 
fequently  no  m.lch.ef  equal  to  it  can  be  produced  by  any  fuch, 
unlefs  fomethi/g  can  be  imagined  worfe  than  corruption  aiid 
^   •         -dcftruaion." 


Tht 


1760, 


or  THE  EARL  OF  CHATHAM^*  o^g 

The  war  indeed  went  on,  and  though  the  ^  "  j)  ^- 
Gonquefts  and  vi6lories  were  not  lefs  brilliant 
thian  heretofore. the  experlce  was  continually 
urged  as  a  matter  of  more  importance  than 
the  advantage. 

The  unanimity  of  Parliament  was  not  yet 
diflurbed.  As  the  enfuing  fe{rion  was  the 
laft  feffion  of  the  prefeht  Parliament,  the 
King's  party  thought  it  mod  prudent  to 
poftpone  any  attacks  in  eitlier  Houfe  until 
the  new  Parliament  was  elefted.  '  The  felfi- 
on  commenced  on  the  i8ih  of  November^ 

1760,  and  clofed  on  the  15th  ofMarch.  1761. 

i 

The  Parliament  was  immediately  dif- 
folved. 

And  on  the  fame  day  Mr.  Legge  waa  dif- 
miffed. 

Upon  the  difmiflTion  of  Mr.  Legge  the 
whole  miniftry  ought  immediately  to  have 
refigned.  A  meafure  of  fuch  unioij  and 
fpirit  muft  have  had  the  happiefl:  effefts. 
The  new  Kings  favourite  would  have  been 
checked  in  his  defign  of  feizing  upon  the 

kingdom ;  and  the  K •  himfelf  would 

U^  have 


commit. 
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^xi^.***   have  been  convinced,  that  the  Tory  princi- 
*\y^^   pies,  inculcated  at  Leicefter.  houfe,  though 

amufing  in    theory,   were  mifchievous   in 

pratlice. 

)::t^T  Two  days  aftef  the  diFmiflion  of  Mr. 
^^icilnd  Legge,  Lord  Holdcrnejfe refigned,  upon  con- 
ki!i:oirhi»  dition  of  having  a  large  penfion  fecured  to 
him,  and  the  reverfion  of  the  cinque  ports. 
Lord  Bute^  in  whofe  favour  this  refignation 
was  purchafed,  was  inftantly  appointed  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate  in  his  room ;  and  he  made 
Mr.  CkarUs  Jenkinfon  (now  Earl  of  Liver- 
pool)  his  confidential  commis.  , 

It  was  now  obvious  to  every  underftand- 
ing,  that  there  was  an  end  to  that  unanimity 
which  had  for  fome  years  fo  happily  and  fo 
honourably  prevailed  in  council,  and  in 
Parliament.  The  refolution  of  the  new 
King's  fatlion,  to  change  the  miniftry,  was 
now  perceptible  to  every  man,  who  had  not 
loft  his  penetration,  in  that  torrent  of  popu- 
larity, which  was  artfully  managed  to  ab- 
forb  all  confiderations,  in  the  moft  extra* 
vagant  eulogies  on  the  found  Vifdoniof  the 
King,  and  the  immaculate  virtues  of  his 

mother.    [See  Appendix  Q.] 

The 
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The  faftion  further  contrived  to  amufe  ^xixf' 
the  people  with  two  other  circuroftances  this  ^^^6^ 
year.     One   was  the  King's  marriage,  the  King'i 
other  his  coronation,  which  gave  them  an  """'•*• 
opportunity  to  proceed  in  their  meafures 
unobferved  by  the  nation. 

The   merit  of  finding  out  the  lady  was  Cenmi 
claimed  by  general  6^r^;7i^*.     But  the  writer  «>«"'»• 

•  There  was  a  Controvcrfy  upon  this  fubjcdl  in  the  public 
papers,  which  morits  more  notice  than  controverfies  upon  th» 
concerns  of  individuals  ufually  deferve.  We  fti  ill  felecl  only  two 
fliort  papers,  as  they  contain  forne  fa6ls  which  are  curious* 

It  fhould  be  previoufly  obferved  that,  in  the  firft  arrangement 
of  the  Queen's  eflablifhment,  gCiieri!  Grame  viViS  made  fecretary 
to  the  Queen  ;  and  in  1765  he  was  alfo  made  comptroller}  but  in 
February  1770  he  was  difmifTed  from  her  Majefly*s  fervice. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  Oflober  1777,  the  following  paragraph 
appeared  in  the  { ublic  prints  i — 

"  It  were  to  be  wiftied  that,  in  introducing  general  G e  to 

the  public  notice,  a  little  more  pains  had  been  taken  to  explaiir  , 

the  eafe  and  independence  that  gentleman  was  called  from,  as  well 
as  his  appointment  as  negotiator  and  ambaflador.  The  world 
has  hitherto  had  the  misfortune  of  beholding  this  officer  or^y  in 
the  light  of  a  fimple  individual;  bred  in  a  foreign  i'ervice ;  em- 
ployed once  as  ^f  novate  agent,  to  find  out  where  a  negotiation 
might  be  fet  on  foot,  and  rewarded  liberally  for  ihedifcov^ry.  It 
remains  alfo  to  know  the  itidependent  patrimony  he  was  originally 
fcifed  of,  and  how  he  may  have  fpent  it  in  her  Majefty*s  fervice* 
Thefe  and  other  circumftances  being  cleared  up,  will  have  the 
effe6t  of  refcuing  from  oblivion  an  illuftrious  chafadler,  whofo 
merit  has  apparently  not  been  enough  confidered.** 

[7w  paragraph^  at  the  beginning,  feems  to  allude  to  fome prior 
publication;  but  nofwiibfianding  a  diligent  fearcb^  nothing  can  be 
found^except  ajbort  paragraph,  ftating^  that  ggneral  Graeme  had 
r^gned  bis  employment,  ] 

>V4  ■    *  r»      • 
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^xixf'  of  Le  Montagnard  Parvenu  afcribes   it  to 


^^5^  Lord  Bute,  for  he  fays,  page  17,  "  Heaven, 

through 

To  the  Printer i  &c, 

"  I  TAKE  the  carlicft  apport«jnity  to  co;nply  with  the  wifli  of 
the  paragraph -writer  in  your  paper  of  to-day,  refpe6ling  general 
^r4tme»     At  tlie  time  he  was  firft  fent  to  Meckienburgh,  he  was 
poireHcd  of  a  family  ettate  of  fix  hundred  pounds  a  year,  and 
twenty  thouiand  pounds  in  money.     Your  correfpondent,  though 
he  takes  up  the  ludicrous  Ityle,  as  matter  of  }iis  fubje£t,  is  certainly 
very  ill-informed,    peneral  Grame  was  lent  three   feveral  times 
to  Cermany;  once  as  a  private  agent,  and  twice  as  a  public  one; 
firil,  to  find  out  a  Princefs^  then  to  bring  her  over;  and  lafiiy  to 
carry  the  garier  to   the  prince   her  brother.     The  cxpences   of 
the(e  journies  were  confiderable  ;  he  gave  in  no  bill  of  them — the 
others  eiAployed  did.     His  liberal  rewards  were  a  regiment,  which 
coft  himfeven  thoufand  pounds  in  raifmg;  the  ofBce  of  fecretary 
to  the  Queen,  for  which  he  drew  only  one  half  oftht  falary,  being 
rode  for jbe  other  balfy  and  feme  time  after  he  was  made  comp- 
troller to  the  Queen's  houfehold.     He  retired  from  her  Majefty's 
Service  with  not  one  (hilling  of  rtady  money,  and  his  eftate  io 
much  encumbered,  that  he  has  little  more  than  his  regiment  to 
.  fupporthim.     Vice  or  extravagance  he  has  never  been  accufed  of. 
Let  common  feafe  put  all  this  together,  and  I  defy  the  moft  obfe- 
quious  courtier  to  fay  that  he  has  been  indemnified,  far  lefs  re- 
warded.    He  went  w  hen  a   boy  into  the  Scotch  brigade,  in  the 
fervice  of  the  States  of  Holland,    &c.  then   reckoned  famous  for 
military  di.clpline ;  and  I  believe  had  finifhed  his  firft  campaign, 
before  Major  Sturgeon  (v\hom,  from  the  phrafe  *  leifcdof,*  I  take 
to  be  the  author  of  the  paiagraph)  had  finifhed  or  broken  his  ap- 
prentice/bip  to  the  attorney, 

0^>  4,  >777-  G.  A.  B.- 

To  the  Printer^  (^c, 

OSfoher  12,  1777* 
«  TO  rtfcue  merit  from  obfcurity  is  highly  laudable.    This 
praife  will  defervedly  belong  to  the  Ictter^writer  who  celebrates 

the 
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CHAP- 


through  the  intermediate  agency  of  the  new 
fecretary  of  ftate   (Lord   B.),  pointed  out  ^"^[^ 
Princefs  Charlotte  of  Strelitz  Mecklenburg/' 

The 


the  virtues  and  difappointmcnts  of  general  G— — ^,  when  he  has 
tlirown  the  neceifary  light  upon  fonie  few  points.  He  grants  that 
th's  gentleman  was  bred  in  the  Dutch  fervice,  and  that  he^as  at 
firft  a  private  ugent,  *•  to  fnd  out  a  Princefs:'*  (It  were  to  be 
wi/hed  he  had  cliofe  another  phrafe,  for  this  will  hardly  be  received 
as  a  compUnient  by  the  family  it  is  applied  fo.)  But  then  the  fe^- 
cond  commiinoA  w:s^i;/^//V,  **  to  bring  her  over.*'  Here  either 
the  letter-writer  or  the  public  is  in  a  great  error.  For  the  uni- 
verfal  belief  has  been,  that  the  late  lord  Harcourt  was  the  mi- 
nifter  commiflioned  to  bring  her  over*.  Again,  the  paying  of 
feven  thoufand  for  a  regiment  is  a  new  fort  of  traffic,  even  in  thii 
commercial  countr)',  and  merits  a  full  illuffration;  yet  even  ad- 
mitting of  its  full  extent,  as  this  happened  fo  many  years  ago,  the 
gejieral' muft,  upon  a  moderate  computation,  be  a  very  confider- 
able  gainer  upon  that  bargain  ;  hefides  the  very  unufual  favour  of 
being  adopted  from  a  foreign  ferv^^ice,  over  the  heads  of  a  multi- 
tude of  brave  and  dcferving  officers' in  our  own. — Another  point* 
to  be  cleared  up  is,  his  having  fpent  in  the  public  fervice  fo  large 
a  patrimony  as  his  eitate  of  fix  hundred  pounds  a  year,  and  twen- 
ty thoufand  poun.ls  in  moi.ey,  befides  the  emoluments  of  a  regi- 
ment, a  half  feci  etaryfifipy  and  a  'whole  comptroller/lip.  The  hun- 
gry ^Courtiers  furely  did  not  ride  him  in  all  of  th'^fe,  efUtc  and 
money  and  all ;  for  Germany  (though  it  is  a  great  gulph)  could 
not  have  fwallowed  anything  hke  this  in  three  journies.  The 
bills,  hadihey  been  given  in  (whiclvit  is  yeally  pity  they  were  not^  . 
could  fcarcely,  we  fhould  think,  have  amounted  to  one  tenth  jiart 
jfi  the  general's  paaimony  aloiie.  , 

Yours  &c.  D.** 

*  (It  is  well  known  that  Lord  //a'foar/ was  the  pcrfon  who  went  to 
Mecklenburgh  in  a  public  •  harafUn  but  that  circumilance  docs  not  inva- 
lidate the  fa6i  of  general  Grcbme  being  the  eonfiUn'ial  man ;  for  according 
to  the  principle  of  government  laid  down  for  the  new  reign,  there  wer^ 
always  an  qJienfibU  man  and  a  confidential  man  in  tury  fuuation  ;  and  thij 

ancf4et» 
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The  fame  writer,  in  pages  17,  18,  and  ig^ 
gives  us  the  following  paragraphs  : 


"  The  late  King  had,  towards  the  clofe 
of  his  reign,  recommended  the  Princefs  of 
BruTi/wick,  for  the  tranfcendency  of  her  per- 
fon  and  mind ;  but  a  propofal  for  a  Princeis 
of  Saxe  Gotha,  reported  to  be  in  every  fenfe 
the  reverfe  of  the  other,  counterworked  the 
then  Royal  intention,  and  fo  puzzled  mat- 
ters that  a  marriage  with  neither  took 
place 

"  His  (Lord  Bute's)  conduft  arofe  not 

from  any  views  fimilar  to  thofe  which  had 

actuated  a  Duke  of  Bourbon,  in  procuring  a 

•  Queen  for  the  French  monarch  (Louis  XV.  J. 

French         "  ^^  ^^^  dcccafe  of  thc  Duke  of  Orleans 
Anecdote.  Regent,  the  Duke  of  Bourbon  inlinuated 
himfelf  fo  adroitly  with  the  young,  implicit^ 
and  inexperienced  King,  as  to  eftablifh  him- 
felf prime  nrinifter.  ... 

•'  He  fo  contrived  matters  as  to  have  the 
Infanta,  a  Spanifh  Princefs,  and  of  the  Bour- 

V 

tnecdote  (hews  the  very  early  period  at  which  the  theory  of  the  Tyftemof 
duplicity,  -which  had  been  taught  at  Leicefler-houfei  was  put  is  pra£lice 
It  St.  Jamea's.) 

boa 
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bon  fariiily,  fent  back,  [fee  Appendix  S.];  a  ^"ix/* 
grofs  affront  to  his  then  Catholic  Majelly. —   ^'^ 
The  nfiain  fpring  of  the  Duke's  policy  was, 
to  chufe  a  Princefs  to  be  raifed  to  the  throne 
of  France,  who  ftiould  appear  to  hira  the 
pooreft  and  the  mofl:  friendlefs  in  Europe;  * 
that  being  raifed  from  her  former  indigent 
ftate,  fhe  fhould  be  the  more  faftly  bound 
in  obligation  to  him." 


Any  perfon  acquainted  with  thehiftory  of  o^^^'vatt- 
England  muft   know,  that  greater  misfor-  ^^^j"*™*- 
tunes  to  the   nation  have  arifen  from  the 
marriage   of  Englifti   fbvereigns   with  fo- 
reigners than  from  their  marriage  witji  na- 
tives.    The  marriages  of  Edward  II.  Rich-- 
ard  11.  Henry  W.  p/zarlesl.  &c.  areincon** 
tellable  proofs   of  the  truth  of  this  obfer- 
vation.   t 

The  exclufion  of  the  natives  frorp  their 
Sovereign's  bed,  is  founded  in  a  traditional 
error,  or  bare  prejudice;  and  that  moft  pro- 
bably, a  very  .filly  one.  It  is  no  more  than 
this.  That  the  marriage  of  the  Prince  into  a 
private  family  may  excite  envy  in  other 
families. 

•  Such 
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CHAP.  Such  a  circumflance  may,  or  it  may  not 
happen ;  but  fuppofing  that  it  (hould  hap- 
pen, have  we  hot  fcen  that  favourites  of  no 
family  nor  merit,  on]y  by  adminiftering  to 
the  paflions  and  weaknefles  of  fovereigns, 
have  difpofed  as  abfolutely  of  titles,  plates, 
preferments,  penfions,  reverfibns.  Sec.  as  any 
wife  or  relation  could  do?  If  this  abufe  is 
unavoidable,  might  not  this  queftion  .be 
fairly  aflced.  Is  not  the  exercife  of  fuch 
power  fafer  iii  the  hands  of  a  native  of  dif- 
tinftion,  than  in  thofe  of  any  agent  or  agents 
• .  of  any  foreigner  whatever. 

The  nobility  and  gentry  of  thefe  realms 
may  be  faid  to  be  in  a  confpiracy  againft 
•theznfelves,  while  they  neglcft  to  explode 
that  vulgar  error  which  fends  our  Princes 
in  queft  of  foreigners  for  wives,  in  whom 
their  private  happinefs  is  as  little  confulted 
as  the  public  welfare :  and  in  which  alliances 
we  fometimes  import  not  the  beft,  but  the 
worfl  blood  on  the  continent. 

tfoTiuii        There  was  likewife  a  third  circumflance 

"'**'     this  year,  which  originated  in  the  anxiety 

for  peace,"  manifefted  by  the  Chief  of  the 

faftion,  who  had  obtained  the  King's  ear, 

and 
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and  to  whom  he  had  given  his  confidence.  ^  xfx!* 
The  French  miniftry  were  not  unacquainted  ^"^^^ig^ 
with  the  fecret  influence  of  Lord  Bute, 
from  the  firft  moment  of  the  King's  acceffion; 
but  they  reckoned  tod  precipitately  and  too 
largely  on  his  power;  which  they  meafured 
by  their  knowledge  of  his  inclination.'  Un- 
der this  impreffion  of  opinion,  the  French 
minifter,  the  Duke  de  Ckoifeuty  propofed  to 
Mr.  Pitt  a  negotiation  for  peace,  upon  plau- 
fible  pretences.  All  the  papers  concerning 
this  negotiation,  the  reader  will  find  in  the 
Appendix,  marked  H.  Mr.  BuJ]^,  the 
French  minifter,  arrived  in  London  in  Majf 
1761,  and  }Ar.  Stanley,  the  Britifli  minifter, 
arrived  at  Paris  in  the  fame  month.  This 
negotiation  continued  until  Auguft,  at  which 
time  the  court  of  France  had  prevailed  on 
the  King  of  Spain-to  join  them  in  the  war. 
Mr.  Pitt  had.  fufpefted  for  fome  time  that 
this  junction  was  in  contemplation;  and  up- 
on the  delivery  of  a  Memorial  by  M.  Bujfy^ 
on  the  interefts  of  Spain  (w^hen  there  was  a 
Spanifli  minifter  at  our  court),  he  was  con- 
firmed  in  his  fufpicions.  He  faw  that  a  war 
with  Spain  was  inevitable :  and  he  immledi- 
ately  made  preparations  for  it.  He  had 
ordered  an  attack  to  be  made  on  the  French 

ifland 
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^xix.^*  ifland  of  Martinico,  and  the  other  iflands 
belonging  to  that  power  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
And  it  was  now  his  refolution  to  haften  thofe 
meafures,  and  to  fend  the  fleet  and  army,  as 
foon  as  thofe  iflands  were  reduced,  againft 
the  Havannah,'  the  key  of  the  Spanifh  Weft 
Indies;  and  alfo  to  reinforce  the. army  with 
the  troops  from  North  America,  where  the 
fervices  were  completed. 

Aartintco,  Martinico,  St.  Lucia,  Grenada,  and  St. 
Vmcent,  were  taken  by  his  order.  The 
French  power  in  the  Eaft  Indies  was  totally 
cleftroyed ;  and  Belleille,  on  the  coaft  of 
France,  was  taken. 

J^li^'of*  There  was  a  very  unaccountable  negli* 
Sl^^nS?.  gG^<^c  in  equipping  the  expedition  againft 
the  Havannah,  under  the  fubfequent  admi- 
niftration,  who  could  not  avoid  attempting 
this  conqueft,  becaufe'  the  plan  of  it  was 
left  to  them  by  Mr.  Pitt  After  taking  the 
laft  of  the  French  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies 
the  viftorious  troops  remained  idle  a  confi- 
derable  time.  Had  they  been  fent  imme- 
diately againft  the  Havannah,  as  Mr.  Pitt 
intended,  the  Spaniards  would  have  been 
attacked  before  they  were  prepared,  and  the 

place 
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place  would  have  been  taken  before  the  un-  ^  ^j^'* 
healthy  feafon  commenced.     The  misfor-  ^1^6^ 
tune  was,  that  though  the  rainiftry  fent  only 
four  fhips  from  England,  to  join  the  arraa- 
raent  Mr.  Pitt  had  aflembled  in  the  Weft  , 

m 

Indies;  yet  thefe  (hips  did  not  fail  from 
England  until  the  month  of  March  1762; 
at  which  time,  according  to  Mr.  Pitt's  plan, 
they  wpuld  have  been  before  the  Havaiinah; 
for  Martinico  furrendered  on  the  12th  of 
February.  Qur  great  lofs  of  men  at  the 
Havannah  was  more  owing  to  the  unhealthy 
feafon^  than  to  the  refiftance  of  the  enemy  *. 

•  There  was  a  Airpicion,  and  it  feems  to  have  been  founded  on  ' 
neither  ordinary  nor  weak  probability,  that  the  miniftry  would 
have  rejoiced  at  a  defeat  before  the  Havannah.  The  officers  were 
appointed  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Duke  of  Cumh^riand, 
who  was  not  lefs  obnoxious  to  the  faction,  called  the  King's  friends, 
than  Mr.  Pitt  himfelf.  Every  thing  was  delayed,  and.every  thing 
was  (ent  too  late  ;  but  the  ardoui-  and  fpirit  of  the  army  and  navy 
thwarted  the  deiign?  The  advices  of  this  important  conqued  ar* 
rived  in  England  when  the  negotiation  for  peace  was  nearly 
6niihed ;  the  negotiation  was  prolonged  by  it,  beeaufe  the  minif- 
ten  were  obliged  to  increafe  in  their  demands  I  a  matter  that  iwas 
quite  oppofite  to  their  private  wiihes ;  which  were  tp  obtain  peaCQ 
immediately  upon  any  terms,  io  order  to  fecure  their  places. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XX. 

State  of  France  —Mr.  Pitt  oppofed  in  his  dejign  te 

^  Jend  Jome  Jhips   to  Newfoundland — That  place 

taken — Re-taken — Mr.  Pitt  oppofed  in  his  de^gn 

,  to  attack  the  Spanifh  Flota — Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord 
Temple  oppofed  in  their  advice  to  recall  Lord 
Brifiol  from  Madrid-^Three  councils  upon  it — 
If  r*  Pitt  and  Lord  Temple  rejign — Dejign  againjl 
Panama  and  Manilla — Afferiions  of  Lord  Tem- 
fie  and  Lord  Bute — The  Gazette  account  of  Mr. 
Pitt's  refignatiou'-'Virulence  and  rancour  of  the 
King*s  party  to  Mr.  Pitt — His  Letter  to  the  City 
of  London — All  the  Spanifh  Treafure  arrived  in 
Spain — Explanatory  Note — Mr.  Pitt  greatly  ap- 
plauded in  the  City  of  London — War  declared 
againfl  Spain. — Epitome  of  Mr4  Pitt's  admin  f 
tration^ 

Chap 
XIX.  *   T?RANCE  at  this  time  was  reduced  to  the 

1760-     -^    loweft  ftate  of  diftrefs  and  defpondency. 

stiteof     All  her  colonies  were  in  the  hands  of  Great 

Britain,     Her  arms  had  been  difcomfited  in 

■ 

every  quarter.  The  payment  of  her  pub- 
lic bills  was  flopped;  and  fhe  might  literally 
be  called  a  bankrupt  nation.  She  was  re- 
duced  to  a  more  diftreffed  ahd^  humbled 

conditioft 


France^ 
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condition  by  the  three  years  adminiftration  ^xxt^' 
of  Mr.  Pitt^  than  by  the  ten  years  war  of 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough^.  Her  navy  was 
ruined:  She  had  not  at  this  time  ten  (hips 
of  the  line  fit  for  Service;  yet  with  thefe 
her  miriiftefs  refolved  to  make  their  laft 
effort.  Their  defiijn  was  to  obtain  a  (hare 
of  the  fifhery  in  the  North*  American  feas, 
at  a  cheaper  rate  than  they  could  hope  to 
gain  it  by  treaty.  From' a  circumftance  that 
happened  during  the  late  negotiation,  Mr. 


♦  France  hadx  ricvei<  been  fo  much  jircfled  by  England,  as  (he 
was  during  Mr.  Fitt*^  adminiftration.  ^i\  Englifhinan  might,  at 
this  period,  with  fome  propriety  alk,  Where  were  now  her  450,000 
fighting  men,  which  her  miniflers  boafted  of  in  the  reign  ci Louis 
tlie  Fourteenth }  And  where  her  Tailors,  who  in  the  fame  reign 
fought  on  board  one  hundred  (hip^  of  war  \  It  may  be  anfwered^ 
that  we  had  thoufands  of  her  failors  in  prifon,  and  that  her  num- 
ber of  ]and  forces  was  diniiniflied  one  half.  So  reduced  was  her 
navy  in  November  1759,  it  is  well  known  fhe  was  obliged  to  force 
the  peafants  into  that  fervice  ;  and  it  is  well  known  that,  however 
decreafed  her  armies  might  be,  compared  with  the  flouriAiing  times 
of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  ftill  it  was  with. the  greaieft  difficulty  the 
government  could  pay  and  provide  for  thofe  armies  \  and  had  they 
refolved  up6n  an  augmentation  of  them,  their  revenues  would 
have  failed  to  fupport  them,  and  what  is  morej,,  the  augmei>tati{^n 
itfelf  was  impracticable.  The  dregs  of  the  people,  and  the  lower 
artificers,  were  already  fwept  away  by  the  recruiting  ferjeant ;  and 
the*  fklds  were  in  a  manner  abandoned.-^Whoever  travelled 
through  France  at  that  jun6ture,  might  fee  the  women  not  only 
drive,  but  hold  the  plough.  And  in  fome  provinces  it  was  no 
uncommon  fpe6Vacle  to  behold  two  women  y<^ed  with  one  cow 
ilr^wing  fhe  plough* 

-    Vol.  I.  X  Pitt 
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CHAP.  P/fjfforefaw  that  they  would  make  this  at- 
^^^^^^  tempt.     His  diligenc?  and  penetration  were 
conftant  and  uniform;  and  tKey  were  not 
^    lefs  apparent  on  this  thaji  they  had  been  on 
every    former  occafion*      Immediately  ou 
the  departure  of  M.  Bu^^  he  propofed  to 
fend  four  (hips  of  the  line  to  Newfound- 
land :  but  to  his  great  furprife,  he  was  op- 
^pofJdiD  pofed  in  this  meaPare.     The  cabinet  put  a 
"  refpt^SS^  negative  upon  this  propofition.     The  confe- 
u^^"    quence   was,  the  French  took  Newfound- 
Newfound  land.  -  As  foon  as  Lord  Amker/l,  who  was 
M^Tp'^  at  New  York,  heard  it,  he  fcnt  his  brother 
and  Lord   ColviUc  to    rc-take   the   ifland, 
which  they  accompliflied,  before  the  arrival 
of  any  orders  from  England. 

Mr.  Pitt  now  fa w,  and  felt  the  ftrength  of 
the  new  King's  party.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, refigtt  upon  this  c:heck;  bccaufe  his 
grand  objetl  was  Spain.  His  delign  was, 
by  an  early  and  vigorous  exertion^  to  crip- 
ple that  power.  He  did  not  Itifped  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon  to  have  fo  many  friends 
in  England  as  he  afterwards.,  found.  The 
King  of  Spain  had,  at  this  time,  an  im- 
mense treafui;^  at  fe^^  comipg  frona  America. 

He  was  fenfible  the  King  of  Spain  would 

not 
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tldt  declare  himfelf  until  that  treafure  had  ^"x/' 
arrived.     Mn  Pitt*^  defign  was  to  tntercept  ^J^^i?^ 
it,  and  bring  it  to  England.     Hewasconfi* 
dent    of   the  hoflile  intentions  of   Spain* 
The  plan  of  union,  which  had  been  negoti- 
ating   between  the  courts  of  France  and 
Spain  all  the  fummer  at  Paris,  was  now 
completed:  and  Mr.  Pitt  had  been  fumiftied 
with  a  copy  of  this  treaty  of  alliance,  which 
included  all  the  branches  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  and   is  comnfionly  called  the  Fa* 
^   roily  Compaft.    [See  Appendix  K.]     He 
communicated  to  the  cabinet  his  refolution 
of  attacking  Spain.     Lord  j?wi<?  was  the  firll 
perfon  who  oppofed  it;  he  called  it  raOi  and 
unadvifeable.     Lord  Granville  thought  it  ^J^^^^^ 
precipitate,  and'delired  time  to  conlider  of  J^es"^^^^^^ 
it.     Lord  rm^/(?  fupported  Mr.  Pe7^,  which  JSgaT 
he  had  done  uniformly  from   his  coming  Mr.  put 
into  office.    The  Duke  of  Newcajilt  was  xiVie*^ 
neuter.    The  Chancellor  was  abfent.    Lord  m^thSr 
Tenpli  smd  Mr.   Pitt  fubmitted  to  his  Ma-  rccVifu^ 
jefty  their  advice  in  writing,  ligned  by  them- 
felves,  to   recall  Lord  Briftol  (the  Britifji  <^^"«c»> 
ambafTador)   from  Madrid.  '  This  was  on 
the  18th  of  September  1761. 

I 

X  »  A  few 
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A '  few  days  afterwards  a  fecond  cabinet 
was  fummoned  upon  the  famefubjeQ,     All 
the  cabinet  minifters   were   prefent.     Mr. 
Pitt  afiertcd  that  he  did  not  ground  his  rcfo- 
lution  of«  attacking  Spain  upon  what  the 
court  of  Spain  had  faid,  or  might  fay,  but 
upon  what  that  court  had  attuaUy  done. 
The  majority  faid  they  were   not  yet  con- 
vinced of  the  necefiity  or  propriety  of  his 
*  meafure;  and  the  cabinet  broke  up  without 
coming  to   any  refolution.     In  a  few  days 
more  a  third  cabinet  was  fummoned  uponr  this 
fubjeft.    Mr.  Pitt^r\d  Lord  7>m//er  infi fted 
upon  the  necejfity  of  recalling  Lord  jBr^^/. 
Every  oiher  member  of  the  cabinet  now  de- 
clared againft  the  meafure;  upon  which  Mr, 
Pitt  and  Lord  Temple  took  their  leaves. 
Lord  Granville  (the  Lord  Prefident)  regret- 
ted that  tliey  were  going  to  lofe  Mr.  Pitt  and 
his  noble  relation.     He  fpoke  highly  of  Mr. 
Mr.  Pitt    Pitt\  penetration  and  integrity,  but  on  this 
Temple     occafion  he  thought  him  miftaken,  for  the 
ebft  accounts  from  Spain  juftihed  a  contrary 
opinion.     His  Majefty  having  reje£l^d  the 
written  advice  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Temple^ 
they  refigned  cm  the  5ih  of  Oftober  1761  *. 

*  A  few  weeks  previous  to  Mr.  P/V/'s  refignation,  the  follow* 
ing  co^verlation,  as  nearly  as  it  caji  be'related  from  nemoryi  faap- 
pened  between  Mr.  Pitt  and  a  General  Officer  ;— 

.  "  Sir," 
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CHAP* 
•XX.  - 


But  themoft  abandoned  part  of  thisbufi.* 
nefs  was  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on  the  com-   '^^ 

mencement 


«c 


Sir,**  £xy$  Mr^.  J*///,  "  I  find  t!>e  Spaniards  are  determined  to 
brtak  with  us.    'It  xnav  become  a  fort nnate  circumaance,  tbr  al-   Defifm 
though   we  have  taken  the  French  ifiands  and  cotonie^y  they  do  *5""*«  "- 
not  afford  us  ready  money,  which  we  want.    V^u  mull  tjke  pof- 
leflion  of  Panamu :  How  many  regiments  ibal)  yovi  waul  for  fuch 
an  expedition  ?  The  ihips  can  he  provided  for  the  purpofe  imme- . 
diate}y;  I  have  no  doubt  of  making  up  5000  men,   if  necellar)', 
from  the  Britiih  coTonies,  who  arc  now  fecure.     We  have  no  rca* 
fon  to  apprehend  a  difappointinent ;  they  may  not  be  ready  in  time^ 
but  mud  be  fent  you  as  ihey  are  raifed,  rather  as  recruits  than  part 
of  your  command." 

General  Officer. — "  Sir,  I  fball  not  waiit  a  great  number  of 
difciplined  troops;  1  know  the  exa€^  force  in  that  part  of  Ame- 
rica; givt  n>e  three  or  four  regiments,  with  ii.ltnii6)ioiis  to  the 
middle  and  fouthern  provinces  to  fupply  me  with  a  tew  men  ac* 
cudomed  to  bu(h -fighting,  and  about  two  thoufand  negroes- to 
work  in  the  heat  of  the  day.  Give  me  powers  to  fonn  an  alliance 
and  a  proraife  of  proteftion  in  religion  and  commerce.  Til  an- 
fwer  for  the  fuccefs,  not  onJy  againlt  Panama,  but  for  a  refi.;nation 
of  all  Spaniih  America,  in  all  matters  which  may  be  deemed  be- 
neficial  to  Great  Britain."  < 

Mr.  Pitt, — "  Sir,  get  yourfeJf  in  readinefs;  your  corainiillon 
ihall  be  made  out  immediately." 

Nor  was  tliis  all.     He  meditated  an^attack  upon  the  Philippine   a  d  M 
ifiands;  ai)d  he  confulted   Lord   Jnfin  upon  the  fubje6l,  oij  ac*  nilla. 
count  of  his  knowledge  of  thofe  ieas.     Mr.   P;//»s  defign  was  to 
have  reduced  Panama  firft,  and  next  to  have  made  a  detachment 
from  thence  againft  Manilla.     The  reader  ijas  been  already  in- 
formed of  his  defign  againll  the  Kavannah,  which,  though  it  was. 
afterwards  executed  by  his  fucceffbrs,  yet  had  he  continued  todi- 
re£l  thfe  war,  that  conqueft  would  have  been  accomplifhed  much 
fooner,  and  confcquently  great  part  ot  the  force  employed  'there  - 
would  have|)een  at  leifure,  perhaps^  to  have  co-operated  at  Pbrto 

X  3  Bello, 
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^  xx.^  mencement  of  the  firft  feQion  of  the  .new 
Parliament,  on  the  6th  of  November  1761, 
when  Lord  Temple  faid,  in  the  debate,  ^  That 


Ailerttona 


T>rop']!t&  *  X^tix  advice  (meaning  Mr.  Pitt  and  him-, 
w.  Bute.  ^  ^^ijp^  was  not  founded  uponjiifpicion  only, 

'  although  they  had  for  feveral  months  JuJ-^ 

*  peeled  the   views  of   Spain,  and   would 

*  have  been  amply  juftified  from  the  jvjl 
^  grounds  of  their  Ju/picions,  but  upon  po- 
^  fitive  and  authentic  information  of  a  treaty 
^  of  alliance  being  figned  between  France 

*  and  Spain/  Upon  .which  Lord  Bute, 
with  aftonifliing  and  incredible  effrontery, 
got  up,  and  pronounced  thefe  words; 

*  My  Lords, 
*  I  affirm,  upon  my  honour,  that  there  was 
^  NO  intelligence  of  fach  a  faft  (bconili- 
«  tuted,  at  that  time/ 

This  brought  Lord  Temple  up  again,  who 

affirmed  alfo  upon  his  honour,  '  That  there 

.    ^  WAS  intelligence  of  the  higheft  moment; 

BellOf  or  fome  other  place,  ^ith  the  expedition  ag^inft  Fuiama, 
t  or  have  been  re^dy  for  any  other  fervice.    His  defign  againil  the 

Philippine  iflands  was  adoptci  by  his  fucceflors,  but  materially 
altered,  by  joining  the  Eaft  India  Company  in  the  meafure.  Nor 
would  this  expedition  have  been  undertaken,  if  Lord  ifjv/bji  had 
not,  m  the  flrongell  terms,  repeatedly  recommended  and  preire4 
it  to  Lord  Egrempnt. 

*  that 
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'  that, he  was' not  at  liberty  topublifli  that  ^"xx5' 

*  intelligence'^  in  the  Houfe,  but  would  re-  ^^"^^^ 

*  finefh  his  Lordfiiip  g  memory  in  private* — 
He  beckoned  Lord  Bute  out  of  the  Houfe, 
and  repeated  to  him  the  intelligence  wliich 
had  been  laid  before  the  cabinet.  In  this 
conference  Lord  Bide  found  himfeff  under 
the  neceffity  of  acknowledging  that  ha:  recede 
leSed  foroeihing  of  it.  The  dates  will  fhew 
the  fa6i  indifpulably.  The  Family  Compaft 
Wafs  figned  on  the  15th  of  AuguU  1762;  it 
was  ratified  on  the  eighth  day  of  September, 
and  the  written  advice  to  recall  Lord  Brifiol 
was  given  and  dated  on  the  i^th  of  the  fame 
inonth. 

Mr-  Piii%  refigtiation  was  not  publifhed 
in  the  London  Gazette  xxniiXJive  days  after 
it  had  taken  place.  The  minidry  waited 
for  fome  of  tkdr  favourable  advices  from 
Spain  to  contrail  with  it. 

?n  the  London  Gazette  of  Oftober  lo, 
1761,  thefe  articles  appeared  together : 

Madrid,  September  4.    A  report  having  ^^  ^ 
«  been  lately  fpread  here,  upon  the  arrival  '^^' 
**  of  our  late  letters  from  France,  as  if  there 

X  4  .    **  wag 
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^  xx.^'  "  ^^^  reafon  to  apprehend  an  immediate 
*'  rupture  between  our  court  and  that  of 
**  Great  Britain,  zve"  [whoxvere  meant  by  this 
pronoun.?]  "  underfland   that  the  Spanifli 
**  minifters,  in  a  conv'erfation  which  they  had 
'/  lately  with  the  Earl  of  Br/fiol,  ambaflador 
**  extraordinary  from  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
exprelfed  their  concern  thereat,  and  de- 
clared very  explicidy  to  his  Excellency, 
that  on  the  part  of  their  court  there  was 
"  not  the  leaft  ground  for  any  fuch  appre- 
henfions,  as  the  Catholic  Kinghad,.at  no 
time,  be,en  moreintent  upon  cultivating  a 
good  correfpondelice  with  England,  than 
in   the  prefent  conjuntlure;  and   at.  the 
"  fame  time  informed  the  Earl  of  Bri/lol, 
^' that  orders  had  been  fent  toMonfieur 
"  Manfo,  governor  of  Sa,n  Roque,  to  repri- 
*•'  mand  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  under  his 
jurifdittion  as  had  encouraged  the  illegal 
protection  given  to  the  French  privateer 
*'  row-boats,  under  the  cannon  of  a  Spanifh 
•^  fort," 

''  St.  James's,  OBober  g.  The  Right  Ho- 
"  nourable  William  Pitt  having  refigned  the 
^*  feals  into  the  King  s  hands,  his  Majefty 
'*  was  this  day  pleafed  to  appoint  the  Earl  of 


€6 
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Egremont  to  be  one  of  his  Majefty's  prin-  ^^^x^' 
.  cipal  fecretaries,  of  ftate.  And  in  confi-  ' — r^ 
*'  deration  of  the  great  and  important  fer- 
"  vices  of  the  faid  Mr.  Pitt,  his  Majefty  has 
been  gracioufly  plcafed  to  direfcl,  that  a 
warrant  be  prepared  for  granting  to  the 
Lady  Hejler  Pitt,  his  wife;  a  barony  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  name,  ftyle,  and  title 
'^  of  Baronefs  oi-hatham,  to  herl'elf,  and  of 
*^  Baron,  of  Chatham  to  her  heirs  male;  and 
"  alfo  to  confer  upon  the  laid  William  Pitt 
*^  Efq.  an  annuity  of  three  thoufand  pounds 
^*  fterling,  during  his  own  life,  and  that  of 
"  Lady  Htjltr  Pitt,  and  their  fon  John/ 
'!PittErq:' 

^^  5^.  Javitss,  OElober  g.  This  day  Earl 
•'  Temple,  keeper  of  the  King's  privy  feal, 
^*  refigned  the  faid  feal  into  his  Majefty's 
*'  hands."  • 


The   moment  the  preceding  intelligence  vimi«ice 

*  ^  ^  &  rancour 


was  publilhed,  Mr.  Pitt's  charafler  was  af-  of  the^ 
failed  with  the  moft  ardent  malignity  and  ^^^^^^ 
favage  phrenzy  that  ever  difgraccd  any  age 
or  country^  by  all  the  hired  writers  in  the 
fervice  of  the  King's  party.  They  branded 
him  with  ihe  names  of  penfiQner,  apoftate, 

deferter. 


' 


XX. 


jy>  ANECDOTES  AMD  SFBECHSS 

CHAF.  defertcr,  and  with  every  tcira  of  reproach 
that  malice  could  apply^  or  depravity  fag* 
ge(l»  Every  newfpaper  was  filled  with  their 
invcaive*.  Paraphleis  were  written  and  m- 
duftrioufly  circulated  for  the  feme  porpc^; 
and  every  art  and  every  method  were  prac- 
ticed^ in  order  to  effefct  a  -change  of  the 
public  opinion,  refpeBing  the  glory  of  his 
ineafures,  the  honour  of  his  charaBer^  and 
the  purity  of  his  conducl, 

4 

The  King  s  faftion  were  perfeftly  lenfihle 
tibat  the  ccmfidence  of  the  nation  had  been 

•  lepofed  in  Mr.  A//,  and  ihey  deprecated, 
by  this  criminal  induft typhis  return  tapower. 
They  dreaded  nothing  fo  much  as  a  difpofi- 

^  lion  in  the  people,  fimilar  to  that  {bewn  in 
the  year  1757,  when  the  public  voice  obliged 
the  late  King  to  receive  hira.  And  it  is  cer- 
tain that  they  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  occa&on 
a  temporary  diminution  of  his  character  in 
the  public  efteem.  Mn  Pitt  himielf  was  fo 
thoroughly  convinced  of  this  truths  that  he 
thought  it  necefiary  to  ftate  the  caufe  of  his 
refignation  in  the  following  letter  to  the 
town-clerk  of  the  ctty  of  London ; 

*«  Dear 


V         ' 
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•«  Dear  Sir,  ^  "xx.^* 

^'  Finding,  to  my  great  furprife,  thatnhe 

caufe  and  manner  of  my  religning  the  fcals 

is  grofsly  mifreprefented  in  the  city,  as  well  J^'/i^^^^^ 

as    that  the  moft  gracious  and  fpontaneous  *-^"^^ 

marks  of  his  Majefty's   approbation  of  my 

ierviees,  which  marks  followed  my  refigna* 

tion,  have  been  infamoufly  traduced,  as  a 

bargain  for  my  forfaking  tlie  public,  I  am 

utider  the  neceflity  of  declaring  the  truth  of 

bothnhefe  fafts  in  a  manner  which  I  am  fure 

no  gentleman  will  contradift;  A  dijfference 

of  opinion  with  regard  to  meafiires  to  be 

taken  againfl;  Spain;  of  the  higheft  import-^ 

ance  to  the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  to  the 

moft  ^efTential  national    inter^fts,    and   this 

ibunded  on  what  Spain  had  already  done% 

•  - 

not 


^  ITbat  Sfaln  bad  ^irgady  </•/!/.]  At  thiSydiflaoce  of  tinie 
thcfe  words  mxjf  require  a  little  explaoation.  Besides  the  Family 
CQii)pa£^,  which  was  Mr.  Pin's  principal  obje6l,  titers  were  th^ 
following  fa^s : 

A  Memorial  of  Mr.  Piti\  in  the  name  of  the  iGng  of  Greal, 
Britain,  Had  been  returned  by  the  Spani(h  minidcr  at  Madrid  -.^s, 
nvhoHj  inadmiffibU.  This  Meinorial  Mr.  Fiit  wiflied  to.  have 
hfid  laid  before  PciriiaxQent ;  beca^fe  having  made,  he  f^id,  th& 
conduct  of  Spaijit  in  this  mftance,  the  frecfdent  for  his  refusal  of 
ihe  Spanifh  Memorial  offered  by  M.  Bujy,  he  thpught  both  the 
matter  and  the  exfrejjion  of  the  Britiih  Memorial  ought  to  be 
inade  known.  Mr*  Pitf^  fucceflbrs  in  office^  hoiwevery  put' a 
liC|;atiTe  upQn  his  wiflies;  % 

And 
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^  xx/*  "^^  ^"  ^^2rt  that  conrt  may  farther  intend 
^■^J^  to  do,  was  the  eatife  of  my  refigningthc 


And  besides  tAe  points  *  in  difpcite  1>etif  ecn  ther  two  courts^ 
there  were  the  folio .v tog  repRbenilble  proceedings  or  the  part  of 
Spain : 

At  St.  LiKar,  %bout  feren  leagues  from  Cadie,  there  were,  in 
■757,  ^eleven  lail  of  Enf^Wfh  ih>ps  in  that  liaTboiir^  which  iailcd 
with  Spani(b  Pilots^  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  between  two 
necks  of  land,  and  in  (hi  al  xratcr,  they  were  folloued  by  a  French 
privateer.  They  were,  all  taken,  and  brought  back  into'that  per 
Sir  Bmjamin  Keene^  our  axnbalTador  at  that  time  at  Madrid,  re- 
monftrated  veiy  ftix>7>gly  upon  ihis.fubjc^,  but  to  no  pinpofe; 
Ihey  were  ^med  good  prizes,  though  taken  clofe  to  the  land,  in 
0KoaI  water. 

The  affair  of  the  Antigrilican  and  her  prize  the  Due  de  Penthi- 
cvre  is  well  known. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  175^9  the  £xperimenf  (a  King's 
Ihip)  was  chafed  off  the  coaft  of  Spain,  by  the  Telemachas,  a 
large  French  privateer,  double  the  force  of  the.  Experiment ;  but 
the  Britiib  captain  not  chuftng  to  fufter  the  difgrace,  engag«i  the 
Frenchman,  and  at  length  took  him.  The  vi^or  then  ftood  for 
the  Spaniih  coafl,  when  be  fent  his  boat  with  his  mader  and  four 
men  aihore,  to  land  fome  of  the  priibners,  and  bring  off  fome  ne» 
ccffaries.  Thelmit  wa»  immediately  detained,  and  the  ofBcer  and 
crew  thrown  into  prifon,  the  governor  alledging  that  the  French 
ihip  was  an  illegal  capture,  though  fhe  came  off  firom  the  land 
where  (be  lay  at  anchor,  and  purfued  the  Experiment.  And  -or- 
ders were  fent  to  all  the  Spanifh  ports  to  detain  the  Experiment  if 
ibe  put  into  any  of  them. 

About  June  1760,  the  Saltafh  (loop  of  war  chafed  on(horea 
French  row -boat,  a  few  leagues  to  the  eaflward  of  Almeria  Bay, 
and  fome  time  after  flie  took  a  French  row-boat  off  Mahon,  and 
put  a  midshipman  and  fourteen  men  on  board,  and  fome  time  in 

*  Th^e  points  were  three  in  number.  They  are  given  in  the  private 
Memorial  of  Franc  e^  dated  July  i^  1761 ,  wkich  fee  in  Appendix  H« 

the 


»  - 


OF  THE  EARL  OF  CHATHAM. 


333 

feals.    ^  Lord   Temple  and  1  fubmitted  ia^xixr* 
writing,  and  figned  by  us,  our  moft  humble  ^'^\^ 

fenti- 


the  following  month  came  to  anchor  in  that  bay.     The  Spaniards 
detained  her,  and  made  the   men  prifoncrs;  upon  which  the  cap- 
tain of  the*  Sal  tash,  finding  his  priEe  not  come  out,  feni  his  boat* 
with  the  marter  and  five  mon^  to  know  the  rea(bn;  who,  on  com* 
ing  ashore,  were  threatened  by  tlic  Spanish   foldiers  to  be  fired  at 
fjnlefs  ihey  hauled  their  boat  ashore  to  a  port  a  quarter  of  a  miie 
from  thence,  wftich  they  retuied  to  do,  infixing,  as  British  &ib-* 
jecls,  tliey  h:!d  a  nght   to  Spanish  prote^ion ;  whereupon  ilnsf 
feized  the  boat^s  crew,  as  well  as  the  prise;  and   put  them  in  the 
common  priion,  where  tfie  mafter  was  ffruck  and  abufed  by  the 
foldiers,  and  all  the  reft  y fed  with  great  cruelty,  and  refufed  the 
life  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper.     The  Saltasli  was  never  abla  to  get  her 
men,  to  the  mmiber  of  19.     I'he  Spaniards  fcnt  the  mailer  of  a 
Catalan  bark  to  prifon,  for  carrying  a  metTage  from  one  of  the 
prisoners  to  Gibraltar. 

In  1 76 J  the  Speedwell  cutter,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  AUen^ 
was  chafed  into  the  harbour  of  Vigo,  by  the  Achilles,  a  French 
man  of  war,  and  there  made  a  prize  of  by  iver.  Mr.  AlUm  was 
tried  at  Spithtad  for  Lofing  his  Majeily's  cutter,  and  ^as  honour* 
ably  acquitted ;  /but  the  court  <^eclared  their  opinion  that  she  was 
an  illegal  prize,  and- taken  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations. 

In  Cadiz  there  were  many  Fiench  privateers  manned  and  fitted 
out  by  Spaniards,  built  under  the  windows  of  the  governor's  houfe 
where,  they  lay ;  and  in  his  fight,  when  any  Rnglish  vefsel  failed 
out  of  the  haibcur,  would  iollow  infiantly,  and  bring  her  in^ 
though,  on  the  contrary,  if  any  French  ship  should  fail  out,  no 
English  ship  of  war  dared  to  foUoW  her,  or  fail  out  of  the  harbour 
in  lefs  than  24  hours ;  and  the  garrifon  guns  were  aUays  ready  to 
protect  a  French  ship. 

In  the  harbour  of  Vigo,  in  May  1761,  there  were  upwards  of 
thirty  ^^nch  row-boats,  in  which  thirty  boats  there  were  not 
above  thirty  Frenchmen:  one  in  each  boat,  and  the  reft  of  the 
crew  sail  Spaniards,  and  thefe  fitted  out  by  the  Spaniards  of  Vigo. 

At 
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fentiments  to  his  Majefty,  which  being  ovfrf- 
ruled  by  the  uniteci  opinion  of  ali  the  reft 
of ^he  King*s  Tenants,  I  refigaed  the  feals 
on  Monday  the  5th  oi^  this  month,  in  order 
not  to  remain  refponfible  for  meafures  which 
I  was  no  longer  allowed  to  guide.— Mod 
gracious  public  marks  of  his  Majefty  s  ap- 
probation of  my  fervices  followed  my  refig- 
nation.  They  are  unmerited,  and  un/blt* 
cited;  and  1  ftiall  ever  be  proud  to  have  re* 
ceived  rfiem  from  the  beft  of  Sovereigns 4 

"  Iwill  now  only  add,  my^  dear  Sir,  that 
I  have  explained  thefe  matters  only  for.  the 
honour  of  truth,  not  in  any  view  to  court 
return  of  confidence  from  any  raan^  who 

At  C.  bareita,  a  fmall  town  on  the  Spanish  coaf!,  in  the  Gut  of 
Gibriltar,  where  there  is  a  caftle  and  Ibmc  few  guns,  there  wa^ 
always  a  fleet  of  French  row-boats  at  anchor  under  thofe  gunS| 
with  not  one  Frenchman  on  boards  moftly  Span.ards  and  Genoefe, 
and  fitted  out  by  Spaniards,  who,  in  a  piratical  mannel-,  watched 
and  feized  all  English  vefTels  which  pafsed  without  a  convoy,  Or 
happened  to  be  becalmed!  This  was  very<ieti-imental  to  the  gar-, 
rifon  of,  Gibraltar,  as  many  of  thofe  veflfels  were  bound  from 
Ireland,  &c.  with  provifionsi 

J&out  i*wa  months  before  Mr.  Pitt  rejigfied^  Mr,  R— ^— ,  tf» 
€minent  Jbif 'builder  in  the  King  rf  Spain* s  fer*viu^  quitted  Spain ^ 
ihd  returned  to  England*  He  knenv  authentically  and  exaHty  the 
forte  and  condition  of  e*Oeryfbip  and  'uejel  belonging  to  $Be  King 
9f  Spain.  Mr*  Pitt  fa*w  him  fe*i>eral  tithes  immediately  offer  hit 
mrri'valf  and  placed  a  proper  value  uf on  bii  informatiim. 

with 
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with  a  credulity,  as  v\^eak  as  it  is  injurious, 
has  thought  fit  h^ftily  to  withdraw  bis  good 
opinion  from  one  who  has  ferved  his  countey 
with  fidelity  and  fuccefs;  and  who  juftly  re* 
veres  the  upright  and  candid  judgment  of  it. 
Utile  folicitous  ahout  the'  cenfuresof  the  ca- 
pricious and  the  ungenerous.  Accept  my 
(incereft  acknowledgments  for  all, your  kind 
^riendlhip,  and  bejieve  me  ever  with  tmth 
and  elleem, 

'*  My  dear  Sir, 
Hayes,  '*  Your  faithful  Friead, 

Oa.  15,1761.  *'  \V.  ?iTYr 

A  little  time  after  Mn  Pitf^  refignation, 
the  ipiniftry  received  a  difpatch  from  Lord 
jBr^4^^?/ at  Madrid,  containing  the  following 
intcrcfting  information :  ' 

» 

**  Efcurial,  Nov.  2,  1761. 

••'  Two  (hips  have  lately  arrived  at  Cadi2, 

"  with    yery   extraordinary    rich   cargoes, 

•^  from  the  Weft  Indies;  y^  that  all  th^ 

wealth  that  was  expeSUd from  Spanipi  Arfte-* 

rica  is  Kow/a/t  in  Old  Spain  *."^ 
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"*  See  other  Extra£h  fcom  tbeSpaniib  papers^  with  (omt  cjtpJaH 
«atoryaotcSy  inthe  Appeodix/L  * 

The 
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The  triumphs  of  the  courts  of  London 
and  Madrid  over  Mr.  Pitt  were  now  com- 
plete : — The  firft,  in  having  compelled  him 
to  relinquilh  the  direflion  of  a  war,  by  which 
he  had  nearly  cruflied  one  branch  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  arid  was  ready  to  .pour 
its  thunders  upon  another;  The  latter,  in 
having  fupported  th^  defigns  of  his  enemies, 
until  that  immenfe  wealth  wa*'?  arrive(^ 
which  they  knew  he  meant  to  have  inter* 
cepted  ;  and  which,  had  he  been  permitted 
to  accoraplifh,  he  muft,  by  a  fucceft  of  fuch 
immenfe  importance,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  have  fpeedily  reduced  Spain  to  the 
neceffity  of  deprecating  the  rage  of  fo  po- 
tent and  a6live  an  enemy. — But  to  thofe  few 
perfons  who  were  not  duped  by  the  artifices 
.  of  the  King's  confidential  fervants,  nor  de- 
"  ceived  by  the  hired  writers  of  foreign  and 
domeftic  enemies,  thefe  triumphs  over  a 
great  minifter  were  matters  of  the  moft  fin* 
cere  concern,  regret,  and  anguifti. 

!Jpia^dcd       ^^  ^  ^^^  weeks,  however,  the  public  pre- 

^'''^^''''^'judice  began  to  dilfipate.     When  he  went 

into  the  city  on  the  enfuing  Lord  Mayor's 

day,  he  was  honoured  in   all   the  ftreets 

through  which  he  paffed,  with  unbounded 

marks 
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marks  of  applaiife.  •  The  King  and  Queen  ^  ^^^• 

honoure.d  the  city  feaft  with  their  prefence  ^'^^^ 
(according  to  cuftom,  on  the  firft  Lord 
Mayoir's  day  after  their  coronation);  and  the 
courtiers  faid  his  Majefty  betrayed  fome. 
figns  of  difapprobation^  that  the  applauf^ 
given  to  Mr.  Pitt  was  greater  than  that  ^ 
fliewn  to  himfelf. 

This  approbation  was,  for  a  Httle  time, 
confined  to  the  metropolis^  but  foon  after- 
wards feveral  cities  and  great  towns  pre- 
fented  complimentary  addrelTes  to  him — • 
thanking  him  for  his  important  fervices,  and 
lamenting  the  caufe  of  his  refignation. 
[See  Appendix  O,] 

Whatever  doubts  might  have  remained 
on  the  minds  of  men  whofe  refidences  were 
remote  from  the  fource  pf  information,  re- 
fpe6ling  the  propriety  of  Mr.  Pitt's  conduft 
relative  to  Spain,  they  were  all  difpdled  by 
the  declaration  of  war  againft  that  power, 
which  Mr.  Pitt's  fuccefTors  found  themfelves 
under  the  neceflity  of  iffuing  on  the  fecond 
day  of  January  1762,  although  they  poft- 
poned  that  importa/nt  meafure  until  the 
infults  of  the  Spanifh  court -had  become  fo 

-YoL.  I.  Y  noto- 
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*^v  '•  notorious  that  even  Lord  BtUe  confisflcd 
they  could  be  no  longer  concealed.    ' 

Thus  came  by  conftrltint/  and  without 
dignity,  and  what  is  worfe  than  both,  above 
three  months  after  the '  opportunity  had 
elapfed,  that  declaration  of  war,  fneakingi, 
and  as  it  were  by  ftealth,  which  Mr.  Pitt 
would  have  iflued  with  eclat  in  the  prior 
jnonth  of  September^  ,       '^ 

I 
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Of  Mr. 


EPITOME    OF 
MR.  'PITT'S  ADMINISTRATION. 

MDCCLVII. 

THE  Hanoverians  and  Heffians  were  fent 

mbiiik^i.  home,  and  a  well-regulated  militia  eftab- 

^         lifhed ;  by  which  the  enemy  faw  that  w 

were  fo  far  from  wanting  foreign  troops  to 

prbteft  us,  that  we  could  afford  to  fend  the 

national  troops  abroad. 

The  foundations  were  laid  of  the  fubfe- 
quent  conquefis. 

Fkete 
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Fleets  and  armies  were  fent  to  Afia,  Africa,  ^  ^^  ^ 

and  America* 

t  &7614 

MDCCLVm. 

Shipping  deftroyed  at  St.  Malo. 

Bafon  and  {hipping  deft  royed  at  Che  A  urg* 

Emden  recovered  from  the  French. 

Senegal  taken. 

Louilbourgh,  and  the  ifles  of  Cape  Bre- 
ton and  St.  John's^  taken. 

Fort  Frontenac  taken. 

Fort  Du  Quefne  taken. 

Fort'  and  ifland  of  Goree  taken. 

Maflulipatam  taken. 

D*Ache's  fleet  defeated. 

French  army  defeated  at  Crevelt. 

French  fleet  under  Du  Quefne  taken  by 
admiral  OJbqrne. 

French  fleet  droye  afliore  at  Rochefort 
by  Sir  Edward  Hawke.  "         ' 

MDCCUX. 

Guadaloupe,  Marie  Galante,  Defirade. 
&c.  taken. 

Siege  of  Madras  raifed. 

Surat  taken. 

Niagara  takeh. 

Shipping  deftroyed  at  Havre. 

Y  4  Frcttc|| 
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^Icx.''       French  fleet  under  jD^ -/^  C/w(f  taken  by 


^J^  admiral  Bofcawen. 

Ticonderoga  taken. 
Crown  Point  taken. 
Quebec  taken. 

Complete  defeat  of  the  French  fleet  in 
^QuiberonBay. 

French  army  defeated  at  Minden, 


MDCCLX. 

Thurot  killed,  aiicl  his  three  frigates  taken. 
French  army  defeated  at  Warl)urgh. 
Montreal  taken,  and  all  Canac^. 
Frigates,  ftages,  and  ftores  deftroyed  in 
Chaleur  Bay. 
Dumet  taken. 
Dominique  taken. 

; 

T^DCCLXI. 

Pondicherry  taken,  and  all  the  French 
power  in  India  deftroyed. 
Bdleifle  taken. 
French  army  defeated  at  Fellingliaufen. 

•      MDCCLXII. 

Martinico  taken,  and  with  it  the  iflands  of 
Grenada^  St.  Lucia,  and  St.  Vincent.    And 

;.  !  The 
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The  Ha vannah  taken :  though  aftiet  Mr. 
Pitt\  refi^ndtion^  yet  .in  confequence  of  his 
plans.  ,    , 

•  "  *  »  .       -»         '        '      .  '■•':'  I 

•  •      .. 

To  thefe  conquefls  muft  be  added  the  ^ 
annihilation  of  the  French   marine/  com- 
merce, and  credit ;  the  lols  to  France  of  the 
following  fhips  of  war,   which  ccJmpoIed 
^ne^tea^bs^pf  herroy^I.natv}^:  ..    ;    >^  ^ 

I 

/ 

FRENCH  KING'S  SHIPS  TAlfcKN  OR  DESTROYED. 

Forty-foUrof  the  line,  viz. — Four  of  84  ; 
eleven  of  74;  ^woof  70;  feventeen  of  64; 
two  of  60 ;  'two  of  56;  one  of  54  ;  and  five 
of  50.  ^ 

Sixty-one  frigates,  viz.— Four  of  44;  two 
of  40 ;  eighteen  of  36 ;  two  of  ^4 ;  fifteen 
of  32;  one  of  30;  one  of  28;  two  of  26;  ^' 

eight  of  24;  two  of  22 ;  fix  of  ao* 

Twenty-fix  floops  of  war,  viz. — One  of 

18;  nine  of  16;  fix  of  14;  two  of  12;  one 
of  10;  fevenof  8. 

Befides  the  advantages  derived  from  all 
thefe  conquefts  and  raptures,  Mr.  Pitt  left 
the  late  thirteen  Britifli  colonies  in  North 
America  in  perfeft  fecurity  and  happinefs; 

Y  3        ,  cycry 
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"x/*  every  inhabitant  there    glowing  with  the 
^-"g*-^  warmeft  afFedlion  to  the  parent  country* 

At  home  all  was  animation  and  induftry. 

Riches  and  glory  floWed  in  from  every 

quarter. 

**  Gods  I  what  a  golden  feene  was  this. 
Of  public  fame,  of  private  bH£s^/' 

*  Ode  by  H«  Seymdnri  £{i|.  Ittc  M,  ?•  for  Kveflnm.. 
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CHAP.      XXI. 

Situation  of  Greai  Britain  ai  the  end  of  Mr.  Pittas 
Adminijlration — ConduS^  corruption^  and  ma- 
nagement of  the  Houfe  of  Commons-^  Farther  par- 
iicvlars  concerning  Mr.  Pitt's  refignation  ^And 
of  the  Princefs  of  Brunfwlck — Union  of  Lord  * 

Bute  with  Lord  Bath  and  Mr»  Fox — Mr.  Gren-^ 
ville  wifhestohe  made  Sfeaker^^Mr.  Fox  has  the 
management  (f  the  Houfe  of  Commons — State  of 
the  Civil  Lifl — Mr  Pitt  dcfires  all  the  papers 
relative  to  Spain  to  he  laid  before  Parliaments^ 
Hefupports  the  motion  of  dfupply  for  Portiigal^^ 
Regards  meafures  more  than  men — LordTyrawley 
fent  to  Lifbon — Jealoufy  of  the  Commercial  Jn* 
terefi. 

THE  fituation   of  Great  Britain,  at  the  ^2  V' 
end  of  Mr.  Pitt*s  adminiftration,  itoight  ^    v  "-^ 
not  be  improperly  compared  to  that  of  ^^'^Jj.^!j 
Rome  at  the  end  of  the  commonwealth.  iKJ^d  ^ 
The  Roman  empire  extended  from  Britain  Jdmin^* 
to  Media^;  and  the  Britifli  dominions  in-  *^'"' 
eluded  North  America,  and  a  great  part  of 
the  Mogul  empire,  with  many  iflands  and 
colonies  in  Europe,  America,  Africa,  and 
Afia«— Both  empires,  at  thefe  periods,  were 

Y4  in 
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^xxl'*  in  their  zenith ;  and  from  thefe  periods  bpth 
^^^  empires  declined  in  virtue,  and  diminiflied 
in  extent  The  principal  differences  hitherto 
have  been,  that  the  feverity  of  the  Britifli 
fenate  has  exceeded  that  of  the  Roman ; 
and  the  diminution  of  the  Britilh  empire  has 

been -more  rapid. 

I 

i 
»  We  have  feen  the  end  of  this  great  man's 

brilliancy  as  a  minifter.  We  are  now  to  view 
him  in  the  charafter  of  a  fingle  member  of 
the  legiflaturc ;  dignified  indeed  by  reputa- 
tion, but  accompanied  by  no  influence,  nor 
followed  by  one  individual  of  that  obfequi- 
coJf "pd'o.  oys  crowd  of  reprefentatives,  who  had  lately 
:?m"eirof  given  him  unlimited  confidence,  and  un- 
if  Com"  ^  bounded  praife.  This  fuddcn,  but  not 
furprifing  change  of  opinion,  in  the  re- 
prefentatives of  the  nation,  was  occafioned 
by  no  alteration  in  his  fentiments  or  prin- 
ciples, no  relaxation  of  his  promptitude  or 
vigour,  no  impeachment  of  his  condu£l,  his 
judgment,  or  his  virtue;  nor  was  it  to  be 
^  afcribed  to  the  ufual  yecfatility  of  mankind 
particularly  the  natives  of  Great  Britain^ 
whofe  ruling  pafiion  is  novelty  ;  but  it  is  cq 
be  attributed  entirely,  and  excUifivfely,  to 
the  influence  of  corruption,  to  the  avarice 

and 


in«iii. 


X76t. 


OF  THEE  lARt  OP  CHATHAM.  ^    g^^ 

and  vanity  of  fuch  men  as  are  always  eager  ^  xxi^** 
to  pay  homage  to  tke  diftributor  of  rewards, 
whoever  he  may  be,  of  whatever  nation,  or 
of  whatever  complexion. 

The  management  of  the  Houfe  pf  Com- 
mons is  become  fo  perfeftly  mechanical, 
that  it  requires  only  a  fmall  knowledge  of 
^^^he  principles  of  the  machine,  to  be  able  to 
transfer  the  majority  at  almoft  any  time^ 
from  the  moft  able  ftatefman  to  the  favourite 
of  the  crown,  or  the  confident  of  the  ene- 
my,  whq  may  have  no  other  recommonda*. 
tioti  than  the  fmiles  of  the  firft,  or  the  money 
of  the  laft ;  with  the  fame  facility  that  an 
India  bond,  or  any  other  negotiable  pio^ 
perty,  is  transferred  every  day. 

Thefe  obfervations  may  feem  illiberal  to 
the  inexperienced,  becaufe  they  are  un- 
favourable to  the  admirers  of  national  glory. 
It  is  the  misfortune  of  Truth  to  be  often 
difagreeable ;  the  ancients  very  wifely  paints 
cd  her  naked,  to  fignify  that  thofe  who  were 
h^r  enemies  were  the  enemies  of  nature ; 
and  the  dignitaries  of  the  church  call  her 
the  daughter  of  God.  Notwithftanding  thi^ 
confirmed  ibte  of  modern  depravity,  TtiUk 

will 
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*^xxi7'  ^^^'  continue  to  have  her  worihippers ;  and 
*-^2*^  it  may  Be  prefumed  that  they  will,  in  the 
pfefent  age,  as  they  have  i^n  the  former  age^, 
furvive  the  advocates  .  of  Corruption  and 
Falfehood.  It  is  to  them  only  that  impartial 
Hiftory  can  addrefs  herfelf — from  them  only 
flie  can  expe6l  prote6lion.  The  betrayer  of 
his  Country,  and  the  deftroyer  of  public 
liberty,  whether  fupported  by  a  Cpmrnodus, 
or  protefted  by  a  Fauftina,  may  endeavour,, 
by  the  affiftance  of  the  flayifli  inftruments  of 
law,  to  intimidate  and  to  ftrangle  her  voice ; 
but  confcious  that  Ihe  has  Truth  for  her 
ihield,  fhe  ventures  upon  a  talk  that  will  give 
a  new  complexion  to  the  public  events  of 
one  of  the  moft  interefting  periods  in  the 
annals  of  Great  Britain. 


Mr.  Pitt's  firft  care  after  his  refignation^ 
Jrticuian  was  the  diminution  of  his  houfehold. 
fitt'tre.  Amongll  his  other  retrenchments  were  his 
coach-horles,  which  were  fold  by  public 
advertifement  in  his  own  name.  His  ene- 
mies (ligmatized  this  circumftance  with  the 
appellations  of  parade  and  oilentation ;  bis 
friends   denominated    the  whole    meafur^ 

0 

prudence  and  cEConomy.     Certain  it  is,  that 
he  had  not^  like  many  of  his  predeceifors, 

amaffed 
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amafled  a  fortune  in  his  late  fituation.     He 
retired  from  office  an  indigent  man,  with, 
little  more  than  his  annuity  for  his  fupport 
From  all  his  places  he  acquired  no  poffef- 
lions.     The  legicy  of  ten  thoufand  pounds 
left  him  by  the  Duchefs  of  Marlborough, 
already  mentioned  in  Chap.  V.  had  amply 
^fupplied  his  pecuniary  wants,  releafed  him 
from   all  dependence  on  his   family   and 
friends,  and  while  it  emancipated  him  from 
the:  terrors   of  obligation,  it  infpired   him 
with  that  fpirif  of  independence  which  may 
be  faid  to  have  firft  kindled  that  blaze  which 
adorned  the  remainder  of  his  life.    During 
his  flay  in  office  he  had  no  levees ;    he 
dedicated  his  whole  time  to  the  duties  of  his 
ftation. 


847 
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His  fucceflbr  was  the  Earl  of  EgremonU 
who  ivas  recommended  to  Lord  Bute  by  the 
Earl  of  Bath.  Upon  the  acceffion  o^  George 
III.  Lord  Bath  made  a  tender  of  his  fervices, 
which  although  not  accepted  publicly,  his 
advice  was  xtc^iwtA privately  by  Lord  Bute. 


But  Lord  Bute's  principal  advifer,  and 
manager  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  was 
Mr.  Fox.    The  circumftance  which  caufcd 

the 


I 
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^  xx.^'  notorious  that  even  Lord  BiUe  confidHed 
*  ^^  they  could  be  no  longer  concealed.    ' 

/ 

Thus  came  by  conftiiSiint,^  and  without; 
dignity,  and  what  is  worfe  than  both,  above 
three  months  after  the '  opportunity  had 
elapfed,  that  declaration  of  war,  fneaking^ 
and  as  it  were  by  ftealth,  which  M n  Pitt 
would  have  iffued  with  eclat  in  the  prior 
jmomh  of  September,.  ^ 


I 


EPITOME    OF 
MR,  'PITT'S  ADMINISTRATION. 

MDCCLVII. 

ffiSr*  THE  Hanoverians  and  Heffians  were  fent 
«iii*ft^u  home,  and  a  well-regulated  militia  eftab- 
^         liihed ;  by  which  the  enemy  faw  that  wc 

were  fo  far  from  wanting  foreign  troops  to 

prbteft  us,  that  we  could  afford  to  fend  the 

national  troops  abroad. 
The  foundations  were  laid  of  the  fubfc- 

quent  con(][ue(ls. 

Fkets 


I 

/ 
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Fleets  and  armies  were  fcnt  to  Afia,  Africa,  ^  ^^^* 
and  America* 

/ 

MDCCLVnr. 

Shipping  deftroyed  at  St.  Malo. 

Bafon  and  (hipping  deftroyed  atChetburg* 

Emden  recovered  from  the  French. 

Senegal  taken. 

Louilbourgh,  and  the  ifles  of  Cape  Bre- 
ton and  St.  John's^  taken* 

Fort  Frontenac  taken. 

Fort  Du  Quefne  taken. 

Fort'  and  ifland  of  Goree  taken. 

Maffulipatam  taken. 

I)'Ache*s  fleet  defeated. 

French  army  defeated  at  Crevelt. 

French  fleet  under  Du  Quefne  taken  by 
admiral  OJbqrne. 

French  fleet  droye  afliore  at  Rochefort 
by  Sir  Edward  Hawke. 

MDCCLDC. 

Guadaloupe,  Marie  Galante,  Pefirade, 
&c.  taken. 

Siege  of  Madras  raifed.      < 

Surat  taken. ' 

Niagara  taken. 

Shipping  deftroyed  at  Havre. 

Yn  Frcacji 


r 
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^  "v t  '•  French  fleet  under  De  la  Clue  takenf  by 
^^^^  admiral  Bofcawen. 

Ticonderoga  tafcen. 

Crown  Point  taken. 

Quebec  taken. 

Complete  defeat  of  the  French  fleet  in 
*  Quiberon  Bay. 

French  army  defeated  at  Minden, 


MDCCLX. 

Thurot  killed,  arid  his  three  frigates  taken,  i 
French  arrtiy  dtfeatcd  at  Warburgh.  y 

Montreal  taken,  and  all  Cana4?. 
Frigates,  ftages,  and  ftores  deftroyed  jn 
ChaleurBay. 
Dumet  taken. 
Dominique  taken. 

r 

MDCCLXI. 

■ 

Pondicherry  taken,  and  all  the  French 
power  in  India  deftroyed. 
Bplleifle  taken. 
French  army  defeated  at  Fellingliaufen. 


•      MDCCLXII. 

Martinico  taken,  and  with  it  the  iflands  of 
Grenada^  St.  Lucia,  and  St.  Vincent*    And 

.  --L  .  i.  ■  The 
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chap: 


The  Ha varjnah  taken:  though  aftjei:  Mr. 
i^Vi's  refigfnation^  yet  in  confequence  pf  his 
plans. 

'  ■  .  .  .  .»  .  ■      i  :  I 

To  thefe  conquefts  muft  be  added  the  ' 
annihilation  of  the  French   marine/  com-' 
merce,  and  credit ; ;  the  lofe  to  France  of  the 
following"  mips  of  wir,   which  c6mpofed 
'-fiine-teQib$,pJf.I^er  royf l.tia^vy :  ..  ,;   -  , 

^  FRENCH  KING'S  SHIPS  TAltKN  OR  DESTROYE;d/ 

Forty.foUrof  the  line,  viz. — Four  of  84  ; 
eleven  of  74;  ^woof  70;  feventeen  of  64; 
two  of  60 ;  'two  of  ^6;  one  of  54  ;  and  five 
of  50.  ' 

Sixty-one  frigates,  viz.— Four  of  44;  two 
of  40;  eighteen  of  36;  two  of  g4;  fifteen 
of  32;  one  of  30;  one  of  28;  two  of  26;         -' 
eight  of  24;  two  of  22;  fix  of  ao. 

Twenty-fix  floops  of  war,  viz, — One  of 

18;  nine  of  16;  fix  of  14  j  two  of  12;  one 
of  10;  fevenof  8. 

Befides  the  advantages  derived  from  all 
thefe  conquefts  and  raptures,  Mr.  Pitt  left 
the  late  thirteen  Britifti  colonies  in  North 
America  in  perfeft  fecurity  and  happinefs; 

^3         '  every 
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^xx/'  every  inhabitant  there    glowing  with  the 
^""ZT^  warmeft  afFe6lion  to  the  parent  country. 

At  home  all  was  animation  and  induftry. 

Riches  and  glory  floWed  in  from  every 

quarter. 

'*  Godt!  what  a  golden  fcene  wu  this. 
Of  public  fame,  of  private  blils  */' 

'^  Ode  by  H.  Seymdori  ££}•  ItteM*  P*  for£veflitRi«/ 


*1^  ■• 
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Situation  of  Great  Britain  at  the  end  of  Mr.  Pitt*^ 
Adminijlraiion — ConduS^  corruption^  and  ma- 
nagement  of  the  Houfe  of  Gommons-^  Farther  far- 
iiculars  concerning  Mr.  Pitt's  refignation^And 
of  the  Princefs  of  BrunfwUk — Union  of  Lord  % 

Bute  with  Lord  Bath  and  Mr.  Fox — Mr.  Gren^ 
ifille  wijhestobe  made  Sfeaker^^Mr.  Fox  has  the 
management  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons — State  of 
the  Civil  Lijl — Mr  Pitt  defires  all  the  papers 
relative  to  Spain  to  be  laid  before  Parliaments^ 
Hefupports  the  motion  of  afupply  for  Portiigal^^ 
Regards  meafures  more  than  men — LordTyrawley 
ferU  to  Lifbon — Jealoufy  of  the  Commercial  In- 
terefl. 

THE  fituation   of  Great  Britain,  at  the  ^J^if* 
end  of  Mr.  Pitt'^  adminiftration,  diisht  ^  ''  v^ 

^         1761, 

not  be  improperly  compared  to  that  of  ^|5^^^« 
Rome  at  the  end  of  the  commonwealth.  *hc^^*#f 
The  Roman  empire  extended  from  Britain  Jdmin^V 
to  Media";  and  the  Britifti  dominions  in- ^'"^ 
eluded  North  America,  and  a  great  part  of 
the  Mogul  empire,  with  many  iflands  and. 
colonies  in  Europe,  America,  Airica,  and 
Afia.-— Both  empires,  at  thcfe  periods,  were 

Y4  in 
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^xxi5*  in  their  zenith  ;  and  from  thefe  periods  bpth 

*"7JJ^  empires  declined  in  virtue,  and  diminiflhed 

in  extent.  The' principal  differences  hitherto 

have  been,  that  the  feverity  of  the  Britifli 

fenate  has  exceeded  that  of  the  Roman ; 

and  the  diminution  of  the  Britifli  empire  has 

been  •more  rapid. 
I 

#  We  have Teen  the  end  of  this  great  man's 

brilliancy  as  a  minifter*  We  are  now  to  view 
him  in  the  charafter  of  a  lingle  mernber  of 
the  legiflature ;  dignified  indeed  by  reputa- 
tion, but  accpmpanied  by  no  influence,  nor 
followed  by  one  individual  of  that  obfequi- 
cowup^o*  ^V^  crowd  of  reprefentatives,  who  had  lately 
igci^mof  given  him   unlimited  confidence,  and  un-^ 
of  Com/    bounded  praife.      This    fudden,    but  not 
furpriung  change  or  opmion,    m   the   re- 
prefentatives  of  the  nation,  was  occafioned 
—    by  no. alteration  in  his  fentiments  or  prtn- 
ciplfs,  no  relaxation  of  his  promptitude  or 
vigour,  no  impeachment  of  his  condu6l,  his 
judgment,  or  his  virtue;   nor  was  it  to  be 
^  afcribed  to  the  ufual  yerfatilityofmankind 
particularly  the   natives   of  Great  Britain.^ 
whofe  ruling  paffion  is  novelty  ;  but  it  is  iq 
be  attributed  entirely,  and  excUifivfely,  to 
theipiflucnce  of  corruption,  to  the. avarice 

and 


I'jSi, 
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^ftid  vanity  of  fiach  men  as  are  always  eager  ^  ^^u'* 
to  pay  homage  to  thediftribiitor  of  rewards, 
whoever  he  may  be,  of  whatever  nation,  or 
of  whatever  complexion, 

/ 

The  naanagement  of  the  Houfe  pf  Com- 
.  mons  is  become  fo  perfeftly  mechanical^ 
that  it  requires  only  a  fmall  knowledge  of 
the.  principles  of  the  machine,  to  be  able  to 
transfer  the  majority  at  almoft  any  time^^ 
from  the  moft  able  flatefman  to  the  favourite 
of  the  crown,  or  the  confident  of  the  ene- 
my,  who  may  have  no  other  recommonda*. 
tioti  than  the  fmiles  of  the  firft,  or  the  money 
of  theiaft;  with  the  fame  facility  that  aa 
India  bond,  or  any  other  negotiable  pra^ 
perty,  is  transferred  every  day. 


Thefe  obfervations  may  feem  illiberal  to 
the  inexperienced,  becaufe  they  are  un^- 
favourable  to  the  admirers  of  national  glory. 
It  is  the  misfortune  of  Truth  to  be  often 
difagreeable ;  the  ancients  very  wifely  paint^- 
cd  her  nakqd,  to  fignify  that  thofe  who  were 
h^r  enemies  were  the  enemies  of  nature ; 
and  the  dignitaries  of  the  church  call  her 
the  daughter  of  God.  Notwithftanding  thi§ 
confirmed  ftate  of  modern  depravity,  Trutk 

will 
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negotiation,  which  having  been  refufed,  he 
faid  the  gentleman  who  made  the  offer  very 
well  knew  that  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  could  not  mark 
out,  nor  call  in  a  Parliamentary  way,  for 
a  fpc  a  fie 'paper,  vixth  the  contents  of  which 
he  had  been  intruded  before  by  the  King^ 
under  the  feed  of  fecrecy'^ 


Mr.  Pitt  took  no  farther  part  in  th 
debates  ,of  this  feflion  until  the  month  oF  | 
^  May  1762  ;  when  the  King  fent  a  meffage 
to  the  H6ufeX)f  Commons,  informing  them 
of  the  defign  of  Spain  to  attack  Portugal, 
foliching  their  fupport  of  bis  Moft  Faithful 
Majefty.  On  the  13th  the  Houfe,  in  a  com- 
mittee of  fupply,  voted  one  million  for  that 
fervice. 

puf,  ^^'  ^^^'>  though  not  in  the  King's  fer- 
fiETa  T  ^^^^»  fupport^d  the  refolution  of  the  com- 
^i/**''""  mittee  of  fupply.  He  began  with  pointing 
out  the  neceffity  of  continuing  the  war  in 
Germany,  and  of  fupporting  the  King  of 
Portugah  He  obferved,  '  That,  in  .  times 
of  war,  connexions  with  the  continent  had 
always,  been  found  political,  except  in  the 
four  unhappy  reigns  of  the  Stuarts*  Then 
turning"  aebout  to  feveral  perfons,  he  very 

jocularly 
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jocularly  faid,   'You  who  are    for  conti-  ^xxi5' 
nental  meafures,  lam  with  you;  and  you   ^^T 
who  are  for  putirig  an  end  to  the  war,  I  am 
with  you  alfoj  in  fhort,  I  am  the  only  man 
ta  be  found  that  am  with  you  all/    He  then 
enumerated  the  fuccelTes  that  attended  the 
Britifh  arnls  in  all  parts  of  the-  world,  and 
t^e  immenfe  advantages  gained  in  our  trade, 
'^  which/  he  faid,  '  wpuld  more  than  com- 
penfate  the  great  expence  we  had  been  at ; 
and  which,  he  obferved,  was  a  confideration 
that  had   been   overlooked  by  thofe  who 
were  complaining  of  the  burden  of  the  war. 
And    in    regard    to    contra6ting    the    ex* 
pences,  he  entirely  agreed  with  thofe  who 
were  for  it ;  and  urged,  that  whoever  (hould 
efFeft  this  falutary  work,  would  deferve  the 
higheft  encomiums ;  but  he  hoped  a  diflinc-r 
tion  would   be  made  between  contra61ihg 
the  expence,  and  contrafting  the  operations 
of  the  war,  and  defired  any  one  prefent  to 
fhew  how  the  latter   could  have  beeji,  or 
might  ftiU  be  dorfe,  with  fafety.     He  then     ^ 
'remarked,  that  he  did  not  find  any  Ick  ex- 
pence,  attended  the  nation  now,  than  when 
he  unworthily  held  the  feals/  or  that  more 
w^s  done.     Ayd  turning  to  the  Marquis  of 
Granlry,  he  obferved,  that  he  knew  his  zeal 

Z  3  fcJr 
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^xxl/'  ^^^  ^^^  fervice  of  his  country  was  fuch,  that 
^"Ta^  if  he  had  receivecHiis  orders  .he  was  furehe 
would  not  then  be  where  he  was.      And  as 
to  what  the  noble  Lord  ^  had  faid,  no  one 
doubted  his  capacity,  if  his  heart  was  but  as 
good  ;  that  as  for  his  own  part  he  could  not 
tell  the  reafon  of  the  cohtinental  expences 
being  greater  now  than  in   Queen  Anne^    ^ 
time,  unlefs  it  was  becaufe  niovender  and 
every  thing  elfe  in    Germany  was   dearer 
now  than  then  :  and  wilhed  the  noble  Lord 
had  explained  that  part  of  his  fj^eech,  for  he 
did  riot  properly  know  what  to  make  of  it ; 
^      it  carried  a  fomething,  a  fufpicion  he  did 
not  underftand  !  But  if  he  meant  that  there 
jhad  not  been  fair  play  wnth  the  money^  he 
knew  nothing  of  it ;  and  then  ftretching  out 
his  hand,  and  moving,  his  hngers,  faid,  they 
were  clean,  there  Was  none  of  it  ftuck  to 
them,  and  that  he  would  fecond  any  perfon 
who-fhould  move  for  an  inquiry  into  all  the 
money  concerns  ;  he  was  anxious  to  know 
how  it  w^as  appropriated,    that  the  whole 
truth  might  come  out.     He  obferved,  that 
the  noble  Lord  had   faid,  he  bled  for  his 
country,  and  he  did  not  wonder  at  it ;  that 

}  *  Lord  George  Sackville,  to  vvliofe  fpccch  this  was  a  reply. 

'    "  it 
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it  was  his  opinion  Re  ought  to  throw  his 
body  at  his  Majeftv's  feet,  and  there  bleed  "^^e?! 
at  every  pore.  He  then  reprefented,  that 
in  confeqtience  of  our  withdrawing  our 
troops  from  Germany,  Portugal  and  the 
Low  Countries  might  become  a  prey  to  the 
French  -and  Spaniards  ;  that  in  point  of  po* 
hey  we  ouglit  not  to  fuffer  it;  but  that  lie 
did  not  mean  to  bear  Portugcil  on  our 
fhoulders,  but  only  to  fet  him  on  his  legs, 
and  put  a  fword  in  his  hand.  He  affirmed, 
that  France  was  almofl  a  ruined  nation, 
having  expended^  in  the  lad  year,  upwards 
of  eight  millions,  and  had  been  llill  lofing; 
that  he  knew  the  finances  of  France  as  well 
as  any  man  in  Englaiid,  and  tliat  we,  by  our 
fuccelfes,  were  repaid  for  our  expence ; 
that  it  was  wTong  and  unjufl  to  reprefent 
Great  Britain  in  fo  deplorable  a  ilate  as  un- 
able  to  carry  on  the  war,  for  there  were  al- 
ways ftrangers  in  the  gallery  who  wrote  to 
their  friends  in  HoD.aid  an  account  of  what 
pafTed  in  that  place  (ar.d  tlie  Dutch  for- 
warded it  to  the  French; ;  that  it  was  well 
known  England  never  was  better  able,  to 
fupport  a  war  than  at  prelent ;  that  the 
money  for  this  year  was  raifed,  and  he 
would  anfwer  for  it,  if  we  wanted  hf teen  or 

Z  4  '      twenty 
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^xxu  t^€?nty  millions  for  next  year,  we  might 
have  it. .  He  therefore  ftrongly  recomrTirnded 
the  million  as  defired  ;  that  he  knew  the  cry 
which  bad  been  propagated  for  tbefe  three 
years.  You  won't  be  able  to  raife  money 
to  continue  the  war  another  year ;  and  yet 
we  all  faw  the  contrary.  He  affirmed  that 
one  campaign  might  have  finifhed  the  war 
(alluding  to  his  own  propofal  of  declaring 
war  againfl:  Spain) ;  and,  in  anfwer  to  the 
gentleman  *  who  had  faid  that  the  com 
plaints  of  the  Portuguefe  merchants  had 
not  been  attended  to,  he  jnfifted,  that,  fo  far 
from  it,  he  had  fpent  many  nights  in  con- 
sidering them,  and  referred  that  gentleman 
to  what  had  pafled  between  him  and  the 
^mbaffador  of  the  court  of  Portugal ;  but 
thofe  complaints,  and  the  interefts  of  the 
merchants,  he  faid,  had  been  abandoned 
ever  fince  the  period  that  he  had  been  com^ 
pelled  to  abandon  his  official  lituation.  He 
then  recommended  union  and  harmony  to 
the  minlftry,  and  declared  agarnft  alterca- 
tion^  which  was  no  way  to  carry  on  the 
public  bufmefs  ;  and  urged  the  neceflity  of 
proiecuting  the  war  with  vigour,  as  the 
only  way  to  obtain  an  honourable,  folid, 

<*  Mr.  Cl9^er, 

and 
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and  lading  p-xice ;  and  proved,  from  the  ^xxh' 
readinefs  with  which  fupplies  had  been  ^^y$^ 
granted,  there  would  be  little  danger  of  a 
Itop  on  that  account,  lb  long  as  the  money 
was  properly  applied,  and  attended  with 
fuccefs.  He  faid  he  wifhed  to  fave  Portu* 
gal,  not  by  an  ill-timed  and  penurious, 
but  by  a  moft  efficacious  and  adequate 
alTiftance/ 


more 
men* 


It  is  obvious  from  this  fpeech  in, parti-  JJ^;^^,* 
cular,  as  well  as  from  the  uniform  tenor  of  JJJ"e"2 
Mr.  Pitt's  parliamentary  .  condudl:,  that\  he 
was  aconflant  advocate  for  all  thofe  public, 
meafures  which  had  the  national  honour  and 
profperity  for  their  objeft,  without  regard-^ 
ing  the  man  or  the  party  who  brought  them 
forward.  Jf  this  had  not  been  his  ruling 
principle,  it  will  not  be  fuppofed  that  he 
would  have  fupported  that  very  miniftry 
who  had  fo  lately  turned  hnn  out,  in  their 
firft  effential  meafure  concerning  the  war. 


The  feffion  ciofed  on  the  fecond  of  June 
1762. 


The  defence  of  Portugal  was  undertaken, 
wHhoyt;  making '  any  ftipi^ations  in  behalf 

Pf 
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^xxN'**   of  our  merchaius,  which   the  opportunity 

^    \       fo  amply  alForded,  and  who  had  prefented 
1701.  *   -  •  *^    ^ 

fevcrally  Memorials  to  the  courts  oF  London 
and  Lifbon,  complaining  of  the  injiiftice  of 
the  laft.  Sq  far  from  taking  the  lead  notice 
of  thcfe  complaints,  Lord  Tyrawky  was 
rawirvtcnt  [^^^  [q^  LifboD,  in  thc  charafcler  of  ambaf- 

to  Liiboiu  ' 

fadon— He  was,  perhaps,  the  only  gentt£;- 
man  in  the  Britifli  dominions  to  whom.th^rt 
courts  at  another  time,  would  have  niade 
an  exception.     At  this  moment  the  court 
of  Lifbon  was  under  the  ,ncce{Iity  of  being 
filent.      Upon    a  .  former   occaii  n     Lord 
Tyrawlcy  had  rendered  himfelf  particularly 
ofFenfive  at  Lifbon ;  -and  he  fcems  to  have 
been  feleSed  on  this  occafion,  certainly  not 
from  motives  of  friendfliip  to  that  court, 
although  it  was  the  moft  favourable  period 
for  eftablifhing  every  nece(r?»ry  comrftercial 
IHpillation  with    clcarnefs    and     precifion. 
But  it  was  the  fyflem  of  the  new"  miniftry  to 
humble  and  weaken  the  commercial  energy 
jMioufy    of  the  nation !  froin  a  iealoufy   that  fuch 

•i  the  Cora-  J  •      J 

energy  might  rival  or  become  dangerous  to 
the  ariftocracy,  and  in  time  become  a  check 
to  the  increafing  influence  and  power  of 
the  crown.  It  is  the  pervading  principle  of 
mofl  of  the  German  governments,  the  more 
enflaved  are  the  people,  the  more  powerful 
is  the  Prince. 


teicft. 
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•    G  H  A  P.     XXII. 

Refolution  of  the  Britijh^  Cabinet  to  make  Pcace,^^ 

Subjidy  to    Prujfid  E^efufcd. — Negotiation    with 

the  Court  of  Peterjburgh^  and  with  the  Court  of 

'Vienna. — Both  viade  known  to  the  King  of  Prufjia^ 

— NegctiatiOii  with  the  Court  of  Turin, — Ancc^ 

dote  of  the  Peace  of  Aix^  la   Chapelle, — Pen/ion 

granted  to  the  Sard  nian  Minijler, — Privy  Purfe 

Secret  Service. — Alterations  iuHhe  Britifh  Mini- 

flry — Lrd  Bute  Mini/ler — His  Brother  at  Court. 

— Intercjling  particulars  of  the  Negotiation  be-  . 

tween  Great  Britain  and  France. — Lord  Bute's 

Wealth. —  Exami;iiation  of  Dr.  Mufgrave. — Union 

of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Mr.  Grenville. — Dif 

miffion  of  the  Duke  of  Dcvovfliire. — Anecdote  of 

the  Duke  of  Newcajile  and  Lord  Grenville. 


NOTWITHSTANDING    the    Britifh  c^  at. 
arms    continued  fuccefsful  in   every 


quarter  of  the  world,  yet  it  was  the  firm  ^ 
and  unalterable  refolution  of  the  Britifh  ca-  Rcfoiution 
bmet,  to  make  peace  with  the  utmolt  expe-  tiihcabmet 
dition.     By  the  extraordinary  ufe  which  mi*  peace. 
nitters  had  made  of  the  prefs,  already  men- 
tioned in  Chap.  XIX.  the  people  of  Eng- 
land became  divided  in  opinion  on  the  fub- 

jeQ: 
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^xxiu  J^^  ^f  continuing  the  war.  The  Scottifh 
^^"^^  nation  were  nearly  unanimous  in  fupport  of 
Lord  Bute.  The  BritiQi  cabinet  were  in- 
fluenced by  the  fame  principles,  and  pro- 
bably by  the  fame  means,  wliich  governed 
the  Tory  cabinet  of  Queen  Anne,  at  the 
time  of  making  the  peace  of  Utrecht, 

Thefirfl  confi deration  of  the  noble  Lord 
,   who  now  guided  the  King's  counfels,  w^as 
to  reduce  the  King  of  Pruflia  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  concurring    in  his   pacific  fyftem. 
Jj^wyto  For  this  purpofethe  fubfidy  which,  accord- 
^^^'      ing  to  treaty,  had  been  annually  paid  to 
Pruffia,  was  this  year  refufed,  contrary   to 
the  moft  folemn  engagements,  and  in  dired 
breach  of  the  national  faith  ;  not  indeed  by 
an  open  and  manly  negative  in  the  firft  in-^ 
ftance,  but  after  an  infinite  number  of  pro-« 
inifes  of  the  monev,  and  evafive  anfwers  to 
the  PruiTian  refident  in  London,  from  the 
month  of  January  to  the  month  of  May 
1762.     The  cruelty  of  this  fport  in  the  Bri- 
4,     tifh  minifler  was  embittered  by  the  perilous 
fituation  of  the  King,  furrounded  by  hofts 
of  enemies,  and  difappointed  of  the  only 
afiiftance  he  had  a  right  to  eftimate  in  his 
preparations  for  the  campaign.    However, 

his 
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ills  good  fortune  did  not  abandon  him  ;  for  ^  xxii^ 
in  the  fame  moment  that  Great  Britain  be- 
came his  enemy,  'Ruffia  became  his  friend. 
The  Emprefs  Elizabeth  died,  and  the  Em- 
peror Peter  IIL  immediately  withdrew  from 
the  alliance  againft  him  ;  fo  that  the  defign 
of  the  Britifh   cabinet,    in  the  refufal   of 
the    fubfidy,    was"  not   accdmplifhed,    but 
tbbugh  n^t  accompliftied,  it  was  not  aban* 
doned :  As  foon  as  it  was  known  in  Lon- 
don that  the  Emperor,  Peter  IIL  was  pre- 
paring to  withdraw  himfelf  from  the  al- 
liance againft  the  King  of  Pruffia,  the  Bri- 
tifh cabinet  immediately  opened  a  negotia- 
tion with  the  court  of  Peterfburgh,  to  pre- 
vent,   if  poffible,    a  feparate  peace  being 
made  between  the  Emperor  and  the  King  Negotia. 
of  Pruffia. — In  this  negotiation  it  was  infi-  [h^Jurt- 
nuated^  to   the  court  of  Peterfbourgh,   in  bLrgC^ 
very  ftrong  terms,  that   the  Britifh  court 
would  behold  with  great  concern  his  Im- 
perial Majefty  withdrawing  from   his   al- 
liance with  the  Emprefs  Queen,  and  recall- 
ing his  armies  from  their  co-operation  with 
the  troops  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria ;  that  it 
was  not  the  wifli  of  the  Britifh  court  to  fee 
the  Houfe  of  Braiidenburgh  aggrandized  at 
the  ex  pence  of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria. 

And 
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^xxiu  -^^^  from  an  apprehenfion  that  thi^  ne- 

^  ^^Z  -'  ffotiation  might  riot  be  fufficient  to  aufwer 

the  court"  ^^^  pur  pole,  the  plan  of  another  negotiation 

•ivicima^  ^.^^  formed;  and  the  execution  attempted 

by  themoftjiumiliatingintroducliori.  This 
was  with  the  court  of  Vienna.  To  that 
haughty  court  offers  in  the  utmdfl  degree 
degrading  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  were 
made.  A  renewal  of  the  connexion  be- 
tween that  court  and  Great  Britain  was  foli- 
cited  in  terms  of  fuppHcation.  The  'moft 
earneft  aflu ranees  were  made,  that  the  Bri- 
tifh  cabinet  never  defired  to  fee  the  power  of 
PruIIia  incieafcd  by  a  diminutioii  of  the 
Houfeof  Aurtria ;  that  on  the  contrary  the 
Britifli  cabinet  would  rather  fee  the  power 
of  PrufTia  revert  to  its  primitive  elefloral 
ftate.  And  to  prevent  any  fufpicion  of  dif- 
fimuJation,  this  propofed  alliance  between 
s  Great  Britain  and  Auftria  was  further  of- 
fered  to  be  pur'chafed,  by  fpme  concej/zons 
that  Pruflia  {hould  make  in. Italy,  or  elfa-^ 
where.  The  Britifh  court,  at  this  time,  had 
no  authority  to  ftipulate  forany  conceffions 
to  be  made  in  Italy,  in  behalf  of  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria;  confequ.ently  tjhe  word  elfe- 
where^  a  word  of  iinlimited  latitude,  muft 
have  been  meant  to  include  any  country  or 

.    territory 


/ 
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territory  to  which  the  Briiifli  influence  either  ^^xiu 
did,  or  could  be  made  to  extend.  ^"1^6^ 

Thefe  a6h  oF  proffered  treachery  were 
treated  with  contempt*  The  court  of  Vienna 
communicated  them  to  the  court  of  Peterf- 
bureh;  and  by  the  lafl  court,  all  the  docu-  sohmad. 

O     ^  J  '  known  to 

ments  of  both  negotiations  were  communi-  ^^^^^^^ 
c^ed  to  the  King  of  Pruffia,  which  explains 
the  caufe  of  that  coolnefs  which  fubfifled 
between  that  Monarch  and  the  court  of 
Great  Britain,  until  within  a  flioft  time  of 
his  death. 


A  third  negotiation,  which  was  opened  fon^u»^ 
with  i,he  court  of  Turin,  was  more  fuccefs-  ofxTii 
ful,  foliciting  the  intereft  of  that  court  with 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  to  repofe  the  moft 
firm  confidence  in  the  pacific  difpofition  of 
the  Britifti  cabinet ;  at  the  fame  time  im- 
ploring  his  Sardinian  Majelly  to  become  the 
mediator  and  umpire  in  all  points  of  difpute. 
This  was  the  Jecond  time  that  the  Houfe  of 
Savoy  had  been  authorifed  to  difpofe  of  the 
intere'fts  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon.  The  firft  timawas  at  the  peace 
of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  which  not  being  meji-  ""[J-^^ 

tinned  ^^^  ^* 
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^Anf*  tioned  by  the  writers  of  the  time,  the  tea- 
^■^JS^   der  will  find  it  flated  in  the  note.*.     And 

of 

•  At  the  battle  of  I^fFelt,  Lord  Ligomer  being  made  prifonef, 
was  introduced  to  the  Ffench  Kin*^,  as  icon  as  the  a£lion  jvasover. 
The  King  faid  to  him.  He  bien  Morjieur  de  Ligonier,  quand  eft 
ce  que  le  Roy  'votre  maitre  nous  donnera  la  patx  ?  and  at  the  fair^e 
time  commanded  Marfhal  Saxe^w^  the  Dukede  Noailles  to  confer 
with  him  next  day  upon  the  fubjeft,  which  they  did,  and  aiTured 
him  that  his  Majefty's  orders  were,  that  he  ihould  be  fent  back^ 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland^  upon  his  parole,  with  the  following 
propofal  of  peace  :  1  hat  the  King  was  ready  to  make  peace  upon 
~  thefe  terms :.  That  France  would  acknowledge  the  Emperor^  and 
i^ore  all  Flanders,  except  Fumes,  in  cafe  England  infifted  on 
the  demolition  of  Dunkirk ;  but  if  England  permitted  Dunkirk 
to  continue  in  its  prefent  liate,  France  would  reftore  Fumes  alfo : 
That  England  (hould  re.lore  the  furt  and  ifland  of  Louiibourg  ; 
and  the  Emprefs  Qneen  and  King  of  Sardinia  (hould  make  an  eHab- 
liflimcnt  for  the  Don  Philips  which  his  Majcfty  did  not  require  to 
be  very  (pfendid.  The  propofal  was  debated  in  the  British  cabi- 
net feveral  times,  and  the^a'binet  divided  upon  it.  Dr.  MatJ 
gives  fome  hints  of  this  matter  in  fedlion  V.  of  his  Memoirs  of 
Lord  Chefterfieldy  but  he  dbes  not  feem  to  have  been  full  informed. 
At  length  the  Sardinian  miniftcr  in  London  prevailed  upon  the 
Duke  of  Nenvcajlle  and  Mr.  Felham  to  rcjeft  ^he  propofal,  under 
a  pretence  that  it  was  incom^'atible  with  the  treaty  of  Worms. 
Whoever  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  comparing  thefe  terms  with  the 
treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  will  infiantly  perceive  that  they  were 
infinitely  more  advantageous  to  Great  Britain  than  the  articles  of 
that  treaty.  ^ 

But  there  was  another  circumilance,  whidi  marked  this  influence 
of  the  court  of  Turin  more  ftrongly:  This  was  the  negotiation 
for  peace  that  was  attempted  to  be  opened  on  the  part  of  the  court 
pf  Madrid,  by  M.  Wall,  vvho  came  through  the  Pays  Bets  to  Lon- 
don, with  Marshal  Saxe*s  pafTport  for  that  purpoie,  -  He  had  fe- 
veral conferences  with  the  British  miniftry  on  the  fubjedl ;  but 
when  he  be&an  to  £nter  upon  that  part  which  related  to  an  edab-* 

^  Uflinient 
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of  the  prefent  negotiation,  Lord  Chatham  ^ «  ^  p- 
faidj  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on  the 
fecond  of  Maarch  1790,  **  That  the  court 
of  Turin  fold  this  country  to  France  in 
the  iaft  peace."  If  w.e  admit  this  affer- 
tion  to  have  been  well-founded,  and  there 
is  no  reafon  to  doubt  it,  the  court  of  Turin 
received  favours  from  both  fides.  The  Bri* 
tiffi  court  were  very  liberal  in  the  rewards 
they  gave ;  amongft  others,  the  Sardmian 
ambaffador,  in  particular,  was  gratified  with  ?<'nfion  «* 

'  •         *^  *  O  the    Sardi- 

a  penfion  of  one  thoufand  pounds  per  ann.  ^^^^j^^i^i- 
upon  Ireland   for   thirty-one  years,  com- 
mencing the  25th  of  March  1763,  in  the 
name  of  George  Charles,  Efq.* 

Vol.  I.  ,Aa 

The 

Ushment  for  Don  Pblllp^  he  was  told  that  it  was  expt^jted  that 
Spain  should  confcnt  to  the  King  of  Sardifna*s  keeping  Final,  Vi- 
gevanafco,  part  of  Pavia  and  Anghiera,  with  the  irtt  navigation 
of  the  Thcfm.     To  this  propofal  M.  Fi?//refufed  to  give  his,pro- 
mife  5  upon  which  the  negotiation  broke  oft',  and  M.  f^all  return- 
ed to  Madrid.     And  though  the  theie  very  terms  were  obtained 
for  the  King  of  Sardinia  by  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  yet  as      * 
the  conditions  of  th^t' treaty  were  not  fo  favourable  to  Great  Bri- 
tain as  the  terms  which  had  been  offered  to  Lord  Lrgonier,  there  ♦ 
can  be  little  doubt  of  the  Britiih  mterefts  having  been  facrificed, 
to  fecure  thefe  points  for  his  Sardinian  Majedy,  whc;  had  more-    ' 
over  a  ^bfidy  from  England  of  loOt^ool.'fer  annum  by  the  treaty 
«f  Worms. 

♦  This  faft  was  firft  mentioned  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of 
Ireland,  by  Mr.  Edmund  Perry ^  now  Lord  Perry ^  on  (hea4th  of 
Novesnber  Vi^\  in  thefe  words  ,*  . 

"  I  ftall 


I 
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^xxtu  The  reduced  condition  of  France  requir- 
ed no  entreaty  on  the  part  oE  Turin,  to  in- 
duce her  to  accept  the  pacific  afTurances  of 

the 


1761. 


**  I  (hall  communicate  a  fa6l  to  this  Houf«,^from  which  it  w  11 
'  appear  that  the  grant  of  pcnfions  to  aliens  is  -fuppofed  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  fcnfc  of  the  nation,  even  by  the  advifers  of  fuch 
grant,  and  therefore  not  avowed,  though  made.  There  is  a  pon- 
iion,  Sir,  granted  nominally  to  one  George  Charles^  but  really  to 
Count  Firi,  the  Sardinian  minifter,  for  ^negotiating  the  peace 
that  has  juft  been  concluded  with  the  minifter  of  France.  I  muft 
coqifefs,  Sir,  that  in  my  opinion  tJiis  fervice  deferved  no  Aich  re- 
compenfe,  at  lead  on  out-  part,  fo  that  in  this  cafe  our  money  is 
not  only  granted  to  an  alien,  but  to  an  alien  who  has  no  merit  to 
plead.  If  it  is  thought  a  defenfible  meafure,  I  fhould  be  glad  to 
know  why  it  was  not  avowed,  and  why,  if  it  is  proper  we 
(hould  pay  a^thoufand  pounds  a  year  to  Count  Virif  we  (hould  be 
made  to  beleve  that  we  pay  it  to  George  Charles  f** 

The  reader  will  draw  his  own  concluHon  from  the  following  ac- 
count of  monies  iiTued  for  the  King's  privy  purfe  ami  fecret  fer- 
vice, during  the  two  laft  years  of  the  reign  of  George  11.  and 
the  three  firft  years  of  George  III. ;  taken  from  the  3 2d  vol.  of 
of  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  page  514,  &c. 

'  GEORGE  II. 

From    O£lober    157S     to  To  EdivarJ  Finch ^  Efq.  for  his 

*  Oftober  1759.  Majefty's  privy  purfe  3#,oooL 

For  fecirct   fervice    during   the 
fame  period  67,oooL 
From    0£Vober    1759    to  To  Ed'ward  J^incb  Eiq.  for  his. 

Odober  1760.  Majefty*s  privy  purfe  36000!. 

For    fecret    fervice  durii^g  the 
iame  period  66,oool. 

GEORGE  III. 
Fro       06lober    1760    to  To  John  Earl  of  Bute  for  his 

Privy  Oitobcr   1761.  Majefty's  privy  purfe  40,000!. 

Fecret  fcf-  ^*^^   ^^^^   ^^^"^^    **"""S   ^f 

vice  mo-  .  fame  period  66,000!  • 
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the'  ne\^  Britifh  miniftcr.  .  But  before  this  ^^xi^/ 
negotiation. was jfr2^^//V/^/)^  opened.  Lord  Bute  ^^"v— ^ 
had  avowedly   afTumed  the   chara6ler    of  ^o"*  ^"*« 

'  ^  made 

prime  minifter. .  He  had  difmifled  the  Duke  ^^^^^  "^^ 
of  Newcajiie,  and  all  his  friends^  and  had 
eftabliflied  his  omnipotence  through  every 
department  of  tlie  ft  ate.  He  took  the  trea-  , 
fury  himfelf,  and  appointed  Mr.  GrenviUe 
his  fucceff")r  in  the  fecretary  of  ftate's  office. 
Lord  An/on  dying  at  this  time,  he  offered 

the  admiralty  to  Lord  Halifax,  who  atfirfl- 
rclufedit/  becaufe  he  wanted  to  be  fecretary 
of  ftate ;  upon  which  Lord  Bute  told  him. 
he  did  not  know  what  he  refufed.;  that  in 
patronage  it  was  next  to  the  treafury/  .  Lord 
Halifax  then  took  it.  He  had  recalled  his 
brother  from  Turin,  and  had  appointed 
Lord  Rivers  to  that,  ftation.  When '  his- 
brother  appeared  at  the  levee,  his  Majefiy 
honoured  him  with  this  compliment,  "  I  Have  ^.  ^ 

"•■  His  sro* 

now  a_ feGond  Friend  here''  ^^"^J^ 

A  a  2  From 

i 

[  Hcr^  Mr.  Pitt's  adminJflration  ends.  And  here  it  is  proper  to 
Qhfeyve^  that  rt$t  only  all  i  barges  on  the  Cfvil  Lift  'were  fully 
paid  to  the  end  of  September ;  but  there  tvas  a  ballance  in  the 
Exchequer,  belonging  to  theCro'wn,  of  one  hundred  and  t^wenty 
thoufand  pounds,  and  upuoards. 

From    06lobcr    1761     to  To  John   Earl  of  Bute  for  his 

October   1762.  Majefty's  privy  purfc  48,000!. 

Fox:* 


coutt. 
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^xxlif'  From  the  moment  that  Lord  BuUhc^ 
^'J^^^  came  minifter,  it  was  the  public  language 
at  the  court  of  Verfailles,  that  he  mz^make 
* .  peace  if  he  wilhed  to  preferve  his  power ; 
and  therefore  the  aflurances  of  his  pacifice 
'difpofition,  and  the  offers  to  commence  a 
negotiation^  that  court  was  prepared  to 
expefh 

Thie  correfpondence  of  this  negotiatiation 
not  having  been  laid  before  Parliament,  it 
may  not  be  improper,  in  this  place,  to  ftate 
a  few  particulars  of  the  negotiation,  with 
fome  extraordinary  circumftances  relative  to 
it,  'which,  although  they  are  known  to  feVe- 
xal  perfons,  who  have  been  in  certain  fitua- 
tioriS^  yet  they  are  not  known  to  the  pub- 
lic in  general. 

ttttieauis  Th^'Duke  of  Bedford  fct  out  for  Paris 
•f  thcnc  on  the  fifth  of  September  1762,  with  full 
IcSirBru  powers  to  treat ;  and  on  the  1  jth  of  the 

fame 


tain  and 
Trance. 


For  fecret  fcrvice   during    the 
iame  period  7a,oool« 
jFroi^    Cdobcr    1762    to  To  John  Earl  of  3uu  for  his 

Qflobcr  176^.  Majefly's  privy  purfe  489OC0I. 

For   fecret    fcrvice  during  the 
fame  period  7390001. 
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fame  month  ihe  Due  de  Nivemois  arrived  in  c  h  a  p. 

XXII* 

[England.     A  few  hours  after  the  Duke  of  ^-— y-IJ 

Bedford  avTwcd  at  Calais,  he  received  dif-     *' 

patches  from  London,  by  a  meffenger  who 

was  fent  after  him,  containing  fome  limi- 

tations  in  his  full  powers.     He  immediately 

fent  the  meflenger  back  with  a  letter,  infift- 

ing  upon  his  former  inftrutlions  being  re- 

ftored,  and  in  cafe  of  a  refufal,  declaring 

his  refolution  to  return  to  England.     The 

cabinet  acceded   to  his   Grace  s   demand. 

But  the  mod  eflential  articles  of  the  treaty  v 

were  agreed  upon  between  M.  de  CHoifeut 

and  the  Sardinian   minifter  at  Paris,  and 

Lord  Bute  and  the  Sardinian  minifter  at 

London,  without  any  other  trouble  to  the 

Duke  of  Bedford  than  giving  his   formal 

^  aflent.     The  manoeuvre  in  making  the  King 

of  Sardinia  umpire^  gave  to  his  ^mbaffa-  ' 

dors  the  power  of  decifion;  confequently 

the  Duke  of  Bedford  had  very  little  rooiri 

for  the  exercife  of  his  powers,  until  a  cir- 

cumftance  happened  which  occafioned  a  di- 

vifion  in  the  Britifh  cabinet. — This  was  the 

capture  of  the  Havannah.     The  news  of 

'  this  event  arrived  in  England  on  the  29th 

of  September.    The  negotiation  was  nearly 

A  a  3  concluded^ 
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?xxiu    concluded.     In  a  few  days  the  prelimina. 
!^r^C^  ries  would  have  been  figned. 

J;D2.  O  I 

.  Lord  Buie  expreffed  his  fears  that  this 
acquifition  woyld  embarrafs  and  poftpone 
the  accprnplifliment  of  ;peace,  if  the  nego- 
tiation,^ which  was  on  the  point  of  being 
fipiftieci,.  fliQuld  on  that  account  be  .Qper>;ed 
again ;  and  thcrefor:e  j^c  declared  his  wifli  to 
be,  to  conclude  the  peace  in  the^.  iame 
manner,  apd  on  th?  faraq  terms,  which  had 
been  agreed  upon  before  the  news  of  this 
event  arrived/  without  any  other^mention 
of  it  than  the  name  of  it  aiDong  the  places 
to  be  reftored.  ■-    • 

Mr.  Grenville  oppofed  this  idea.  .He  de* 
clared  his  opinion  to  be,  that,  if  the  Havan- 
•  nah  was  j:*eftored,  there  ought  to  be  an  equi-» 
valent  given  for  it.  And  in  their  delibera^ 
tions  upon  this  fubjetl,  it  is  certain  that  he 
infilled  upon,  this  alternative — either  the 
entire  property  of  Jucatan  and  Florida,  or 
the  iflands  of  St.  Lucia  and  Porto  Rico, 

» 

'  Lord  Bute  adhered  to  his  firft  opinion; 
npon  which  Mr.  Grenville  refigned  his  place 
(jf  fecretary  of  flate,  on  the  1 2th  day  of 

06lober. 
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Oftober.  Lord  Halifax  immediately  fuc- ^j^^^^j^- 
ceeded  to  his  office,  and  Mr.  GrcnviUe  went  ""^^^^ 
to  the  admiralty,  by  which  he  was  removed 

from  the  cabinet. 

•       •  • 

Lord  Egremont,  however,  reprefented  to 
Lord  Bute,  in  very  ftrong  terms,  the  neceffity 
of  an  equivalent  for  the  Havannah^     Either 
his   LordOiip's  arguments  or   Lord  Bute& 
fears   fo   far  prevailed  as   to  occafion  an 
inftruflion  to  be  fent  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
to  afk  for  Florida,     The  Duke  had.  been  in- 
formed of  the  whole  difpute  in  the  Britifh 
cabinet  by  Mr.  Grenville,  and  being  entirely 
of  Mr.  Grenville%  opinion,  he  added  Porto 
Rico  to  his  demand.     But  Lord  Bute  and 
the  Sardinian  minifter  in  London  fettled  it 
for  Florida  only.     At  Paris  fome  difjiculties 
arofe. — The  ceffion   of  Florida  was  made 
without  the   lead  ^  hefitation ;    the  French 
minifter  inftantly  agreed  to  it ;  which  fhews 
the  fuperior  inlluence  of  the  French  cabinet 
in  this  negotiation.     But  with  refpeft   to 
Porto  Rico,  the  French  minifter  reforted  to 
chicane  and  delay.     It  was  at  length  agreed 
to  fend  a  meffenger  to  Madrid,  with  this 
demand.    Fourteen  days  were  allowed  for 
the  meffenger  to  go  and  return.    During 

Aa  4  this 
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^XKif:  this  period  the  Duke  of  Bedford  received 
^"^^^   p'ofitive  orders   to  fign  the   preliminaries. 
Two  days    after  the    preliminaries   were 
figned,  the  meflenger  returned  ;  and  it  was 
Jaid  that  Spain  had  purchafed  the  retention 
of  the  ifland.     Whether  the  Sardinian  mini-- 
fter'at  London  or  at  Paris,  or  both,  were 
entrufted  on  this  occafion,  or  whether  any 
other  perfons  were  admitted   to  the  fame 
confidence,  are  queftions  for  the  inveftiga- 
lion  of  pofterity.     Difcoveries  of  this  kind 
are  feldom  made  either  at  or  near  the  time 
of  the  tranfaftion.     The  offers   of  Louis 
the  Fourteenth  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
were  not  known  until  the  publication  of 
De    Torcys   Memoirs  *.     Whatever  were 
the  confidential  meafures,  it  is  ceitain  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  was  not  entrufted  with 
them.     However,  as  his  Grace  kept  a  diary 
of  all  public  tranfa6lions  in  which  he  had 
any  (hare,  and  as  Mr.  Grenville  kept  copies 
of  all  his  letters^  on  public  bufinefs,  if  ever 
thefe  are  laid  before  the  public,  and  it  is 

hoped 

»  <«  I  am  willing  you  fhould  offer  the   Duke  of  Martboxougb 

J9ur  millions y  fhculd  he  eiNabie  me  to  keep  Naples  and  Sicily  for 

my  grandjpn,  ^nd  to  preieiTe  Punkirk^  witji  its  fortifications 

an4 
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CHAP. 
XXII, 


hoped  they  will,  many  fufpicions,  whicli  can 
now  only  be  hinted,  will  be  confirmed  or  ""^"[^ 
obviated. 

The 


and  harbour,  and  Stfafbiirg  and  Landau,  in  the  manner  above 
explained,  or  even  the  fame  funt  were  Sicily  to  be  exeaipted  oivt 
of  tbis  laft  anicle.     Mem^  de  Torcy,  t.  ii,  p.  2-17. 

fj  It  is  not  neceflary  to  have  recourfe  to  foreign  examples* 
We  have  a  Sejanus  of  our  own.  Have  we  not  feen  him  for  a 
time  di^Uying  his  exorbitant  treafures,  in  every  kind  of  princely 
profufion?  Has  he  not  purchafed  eibtes,  hutlt  and  adorned 
villas,  erc6ted  palaces,  and  furnifhed  them  with  fumptuous 
mag-nificence  ?  I  am  fure  I  fpenk  witliin  compafs,  when  I  aflert 
that  within  tJicfe  laft  three  years  [/A/j  ivas  nvrhten  in  the  autumn 
>7^53»  h^  ^^s  expended  between  $1x30  and  three  bundi^ed  tb^ufand 
founds  :  An  enormous  fum,  equal  almod  to  the  whole  revenues 
of  the  kingdom  from  which  he  draws  his  original  t  I  could  wifh 
to  be  informed  by  fome  of  thofe  who  are  in  the  fecret,  how  he 
has  acquired  fuch  prodigious  wealth.  I  wilPnot  fuppofe  he 
embezzled  the  public  moneys  when  he  ofHcioufly  thrull  himfelf 
into  office,  becaufe  there  were  fo  many  checks  upon  him  in  that 
department,  that  he  could  not  cafily  have  done  it  without  aflfociates, 
or  poflelTmg  more  courage  or  cunning  thaa  I  take  him  to  be  mailer 
of. — But  how  then  has  he  acquired  fuch  amazing  riches  ?  Tell  me, 
ye  flatterers  of  his,  was  it  hyflate  jobbing,  or  ftock  jobbing,  that 
he  is  become,  from  a  needy  northern  Thane,  a  potent  Britifh 
noble  ?  What  linifler  method  has  he  taken  to  plunder  the  nation, 
^d  efcape  the  iron  hand  of  juftice  ?  I  am  aware  of  the  anfwer, 
that  he  has  been  able  to  make  a  purchafe  to  the  amount  of  ninety* 
feven  thoufand  pounds,  to  lay  out  a  large  purk,  and  adorn  and 
build  two  magnificent  houies,  out  of  the  eftate  which  was  left  him 
by  a  relation  three  years  ago.  But  fuch  a  reply  is  fo  talfeand 
foolish,  that  it  Icarce  deferves  a  moment's  confideration ;  fori 
will  venture  to  maintain  that  the  whole  fum  of  his  'vifible  income, 
for  the  lail  ten  years^  put  together,  will  not  amount  to  above 
;SO,oool.    As  to  t]ie  eiUte|  it  is  not  his  j  be  is  entitled  only  to 

part 
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^Tc/fu'-  "^^^  examination  of  Di*.  Mufgrave  at  the 
""^^  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  althougVi  it 
was  voied  Jrivolous,  perhaps  wiH  not  appear 
lb  in  the  eye  of  impartial  poflerity.  As  this 
examination  is  not  in  every  body's  hands, 
-  the  reader  will  find  an  extract  from  it  ia  the 
note*. 

The 


^rt  of  the  anmi^  produce,  for  two  thoufdnil  ponnds  »  ]«ar  were 
left  to  his  injured  brather,  on  whom  he  affe^liofiaitlj!  luTaed  his 
hack  a  Toon  as  he  had  potTefTed  hinifctf  of  hUnatmal  inheritance. 
When  this  loool.  fer  anmcm  is  dfdiifted,  tiicre  wli)  not  rifmii'tt 
tltar M  the  fatiaurite  above  5a<io1 .  a  year :  And  vihether  this  is 
liiSMHent  to  accoimi  for  alt  tho.e  iminenfe  fums  nliich,  to  oivr 
•nuaement  and  indignation,  lie  has  lately  eipended,  1  leave  every 
impartial  perlbn  to  judge."  Jnii  Sfjanui. 

It  is,  no  doubt,  yet  in  tlw  public  rccollefi ion,  that  arfriesf)f 
political  effays,  diilingui(hi;d  by  the  lignature  of  Ami. Sfjanui, 
appeared  in  the  public  prints,  in  the  autumn  of  the  year  176^. 
They  were  fiippofed  to  bewriuenby  Mr.  Scott  of  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge,  under  tlie  patronage  of  Lord  Sandivicb.  The  above 
ntrafl  is  taken  from  the  paper  of  the  3d  of  Augnii. 

•  Dr.  Mufgraije  read  the  following  paper  at  the  bar,  being 
the  information'  he  laid  before  Lord  Halifax,  for  the  piirpofe  of 
infliEuiing  an  inquiry. 

tlarraii've  ef  IntcfUgtnce  reiti'ved  at  Funi. 

I.  The  firfl  hirit  I  had  of  the  minidry  having  been  bribed  to 
make  the  peace,  was  at  the  tatter  end  of  the  year  ^^6J,  frotQ 
Monfieur  .  .  ...  in  a  private  converfaiion  I  had  with  that 
gentlemait.    The  peace  happemng  to  be  talked  of>  he  made  ufe  of 

diis 
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The  coincidence  of  opinion  which  arofe  ^xxn. 
between  the!  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Mr.  ^-^^ 
Gf^enville  during  the;  preceding  negotiation 

laid 


this  exprellion,  On  croit  a  Paris,  que  mlhrd  Butf  a  et^  de  Vargent 
f%ur  ula.  Though  the  words  9n  croit  were  pretty  (irong,  and 
though  Monfieur  .  .  .  .  's  conncdlions  gave  great  weight  to 
tl^m>  1  conftdered  the  thing  as  an  idle  rumour,  and  t^eitlier 
puOied  tiie  converfation  further  at  that  tim^  nor  made  any  inquiiy  , 
4ibout  it  afterwards. 

»•  It  was  not  till  the  letter  end  of  November  1764,  that  f 
began  to  think  the  ftory  more  worthy  attention.  Being  at  that 
time  in  company  wiiVi  three  gentleiiien,  an  Tiifliman,  a  Scotchman^ 
jind  a  Frenchman,  a  difpute  arofe  about  the  peace  :  The  Irifhman 
and  mylelf  condemning  it,  the  Frenchman  remaining  'filfent,  the 
Scotchman  alone  approving  it.  The  difpute  did  not  laft  long  -^ 
before  the  Infliman  and  the.  Scotchman  had  occafion  to  go  away, 
fo  that  there  remained  only  the  Frenchman  arid  myfelf  together* 
Our  converfation  falling  iipori  the  fame  topic,  he  told  nie  that  he 
remembered  to  liave  heard,  a  little  before  the  Duke  of  Bedfoid*i 
negotiation,  that  a  fum  of  money,  amounting  to  eight  millions  of 
livres,  (333,333!.  6s.  $d.  fterling)  had  been  fent  into  England 
to  buy  a  peace  j  that  the  remittance  had  been  made  by  Monfieur 
de  la  Horde,  and  another  banker  whofc  name  he  did  not  know'; 
and  that  the  w^iy  this  came  to  be  known,  was  by  the  clerks  talking 
of  it  among  themfelves  after  dinner.  He  added,  that  bein§ 
himfelf  in  company  with  feveral  gentlemen  who  were  giving  their 
conj>6lures  whether  peace  -would  hold  or  no,  ene  pf  tlie 
eompaay  decided  the  queflion,  by  fayingi  Nous  auront  la  patJt 
^ertainement,  car  nous  pavoni  {fcbeti.  This  was  all  I  heard  the 
firft  Interview. 

3d.  I  communicated  this  account  the  next  morning  to  a^Mr. 
Stuart,  Qiy  patient,  who  lived  in  the  Rue  de  TEchelle,  with  a 
Mr.  Maclean.  Mr.  Maclean  was  then  gone  out,  but  upon  hid 
poming  in  I  repeated  it  to  him.    tit  occurred  to  ine,  during  my 

cofiveifatioQ 
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xxii/  laid  the  foundation  of  that  union  which 
,761.     fubfifted  between  them  until  within  a  few 

yeais 

converiktion  with  Mr.  Stuarf,  as  it  did  afterwards  to  Mr.  Mac- 
lean, that  the  fadl  of  money  being  fent.over  might  be  tr^e,  bur 
Uiat  the  deitination  of  it  mi^ht  be  a  miftake :  that  in  flv>rt  it 
might  be  intended  for  no  othejC  purpofe  than  to  buy  up  Engltfb 
ftookSi  for  the  fake  of  felling  them  foon  after  at  an  advanc^ 
price.  This  account  appeared  fo  natural,  that  1  Went  honae  is 
(ahnoi})a  fullperfuaTion  of  its  Being  reaHy  the  cale. 

4.  The  fame  day,  or  the  day  after,  I  faw  the  fame  Frenchman^ 
my  informant,  again.  I  put  this  objedlion  to  hira.  He  anfwered 
readily,  No,  that  was  not  the  cafe.  He  knew  very  well,  continned 
he,  that  Monf.  de  la  Borde  fent  over  a  very  large  order  for 
ftockSy  by  the  Sardinian  ambailkdor's  courier  ;  but  the  money  I 
(peak  of  was  before  that  time,  and  at  kaf!  a  month  or  two  before 
the  Duke  of  Bcdfoid's  arrival.  Betides,  1  can  tell  you  the 
people  to  whom  it  was  diftributed.  It  was  divided  among  three 
perfons,  Lord  Bute-^here  he  hefitat^  for  a  minute  or  two.  I 
mentioned  to  him  the  name  of  Lord  Holland.  He  anfwered.  No ; 
,  it  was  not  Lord  Holland,  that  was  not  the  name ;  it  was  .... 
Mr*  Fox.  The  third,  added  he,  was  a  lady,  wbofc  iiame  I  do 
not  recolle^l. 

This  I  am  fure  was  all  that  paiTed  upon  the  ftibjeft  at  c\x9 

iecond  intei'view. 

^$.  The  third  interview  was,  I  believe,  on  Monday  the  jd  of 
J,  December.    T  then  afked  him  wheti;er  the  third  perfon  whoie* 

name  he  conld  not  recollcft,  was  not  ■    ■  ?  He  anfwered, 

Ko,  it  was  not.  That  he  had  heard  the  name;  that  it  being  a 
name  no  way  familiar  to  him,  he  cc*uW  not,  at  fuch  a  diftance  of 
time,  recolleft  it  of  hiwfelf  j  but  if  it  was  mentioned  he  believed 
he  iiould  know  it.  At  prefent,  added  he,  I  only  remember  tha,t 
that  it  was  a  lady,  and  the  mil^reft  of  a  man  of  great  quality^ 

ft 
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years  of  Mr.  prenville's,    death.      They  ^jlxif' 
perfe£lly  agreed,  TAat  better  terms  of  peace  ^^^^ 

might 

4^.  I  had  hitherto  ttiade  no  inquiries  about  his  authorities.     But 

re  fleeing  that  a  perfon  who  could  know  all  thefe  particulars  muft 

liave  been  very  near  the  foitrc^y  I  thought  prpper  to  afk  him  the 

next  time  I  faw  him,  from  whom  he  had  his  information.     He 

aiiftvered,  from  an  officer,  who  at  that  time  furniflied  plans  to  the 

Uiik^  <ie  Choifeurs  office,  was  of  courfe  greatly  connected  with 

it,   and  moreover  dined  ev.ery  day  with  the  principal  people,  of  the 

office ;  and  there,  added  he,~  at  table,  did  thefe  gentlemen  talk 

over   the  affair,   not  without  fome  (atisfii^ion  at  its  being  con* 

duckd.     Further,  lays  he,  this  officer,  who  is  now  at  Cayenne^ 

realboed  thus  with  me  about  it :    Is  it  not  better  to  buy  a  peace  at 

the  expence  of  ten  millions,  than  fpcnd  three  hundred  millions 

(if  we  could  raife  them)-  to  fit  our  army  for  the  field,  which 

amity,    fo  fitted  out,   could  not    poffibly  do  us  any  materitl- 

fervice  i 

7.  I  had  ciu-ioHty,  continued  he,  to  hear  what,  the  Sardiniaa 
ambaiTador's  fecreiary,  who  was  a  great  acquaintance  of  mine, 
inrould  iky  to  this*  Happening  to  meet  him  fobn  after,  I  told  him 
it  was  reported  the.  Englifh  had  given  a  great  fum  to  Madame 
Pompadour,  to  buy  a  peace,  and  alked  him  if  it  was  true.  The  *  ^ 
anlwer  he  made  me  was  in  theie  words  ;  ab,  que  'vous  eies  bhe  f 

Us  Anglois  donne  de  I' argent  9  et  fourquoi  /aire  ?  oui,  •«/,  on  a 
donnee  de  Vargent, 

8.  He  further  faid,  that,  upon  Monfieur  Bufly's  return  from 
England,  one  of  his  fecretaiies  having  dropped  fome  hints  in 
company,^  un  foufer,  of  what  was  going  on  in  England,  was 
taken  up  and  put  into  the  Badille,  that  he  might  not,  by  any 
further  indifcretion,  difcoverihe  whole  affair, 

9.  Upon  my  mentioning  an  intention  of  going  to  England  with 
tlie  news,  he  added^  that  the  whole  detail  of  the  tranfa^ion  might 

be 
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/^^^ ';  ^  "fnigfit  have  been  had — that  all  was  not  ob- 
"7^2-     taincd  whichmight  have  been  obtained.   '  But 

although 

be  known,  either  fr6m  Monficur  D'Eon,  if  he  chufes  to  dilcovcr 
it>  or  from  Monfieur  L'Efcallier,  a  wine-merchant  iaLondon^ 
whom  the  Duke  de  Nivernois  made  ufe  of  as  a  fecretary. 

lOk  1  prefled  him  about  the  authenticity  of  his  account  ;  his 
anfwer  was,  as  to  myfelf,  Je  ie  croit  autdut  que  je  erint  ma  pr^pre 
exifience.  He  aifured  me  likewife,  that  the  afilkjr  was  {hameiuHy 
notorious  in  feme  houfes  at  Paris  ;  C*efi  affaire  faifni  mime 
ieaitcouf  defcandale  dans  certaines  maiffis  a  Paris^ 

XI.  I  think  it  neceflary  to  take  notice  of  one  variation^  and  the 
only  one  that  I  obferved  in  his  account.  In  the  firft  interview  he 
mentioned  the  ium  of  eight  millions  of  livres  *•  In  a  fubfequent 
one  (I  forgot  which)  he  faid  between  live  and  eight  millions  : 
Poflibly  this  might  be  owing  to  his  having  heard  the  fum  named 
in  Englifli  money,  and  never  having  given  himfelf  the  trouble  of 
reducing  it  to  French,  becaufe  the  laft  time  I  talked  with  him 
upon  the  fubje6l,  when  I  defired  to  know,  as  near  as  poiFiblCy  the 
exaflfnm,  he  took  a  little  time  to  recollefl  himfelf,  and  then  faid, 
between  eight  and  ten  millions  of  livres,  that  is,  continued  he,  in 
Englilh  four  hundred  thoufand  guineas. 

Extraif  from  the  Examination, 

What  was  Lord  Halifax's  anfwer  to  this  information  \ 

I  would  firft  mention  fome  previous  fteps.  Lord  Hertford 
having  afked  me  if  I  thought  it  matter  of  further  inquiry,  I  went 
to  Lord  Mansfield  ;  he  faid  he  chofe  not  to  hear  it..  I  then  went 
to  Dr.  Black  flock,  who  read  my  paper  of  information,  and  told 
me  that  I  fhould  carry  it  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate ;  that  no  Englifli- 

*  Compare  this  with  the  firitparagraph. 

sian 
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although  they  \vere  convinced,  and  the  faft  ^xxil* 
lay  within  their  own  knowledge,  that  the  ^"^^^ 

interefts  ' 


inan  would  be  averfe  to  inquire  into  it*     I  went  to  Lord  Halifax 
on  the  loth  of  May  j  he^defired  me  to  come  again  that  evening  : 
I  then  faw  Inip ;  he   took  the  paper  2fnd  read  it,  looked   up  and 
ffopped  ;  then  faid,  I  was  recollcfting,  that  that  perfon  bought 
ftock  at  that  time,  but  it  might  be  with  his  own  money.     He  read 
myjvtter  to  Lord  Hertford,  faid  it  was  a  proper  one — He  faid,  If  I 
had  been  in  I-ord  Hertford's  place  1  would  have  fent  it  to  — — ;» 
and  heard  what  he  had  to  fay.      On  reading  the  fecond  letter,  he 
faid.  This  might  he  very  deep  ;  I  would  readily  inquire,  but  it  is 
an  affair  of  fuch  magnitude ;  and  then  put  a  cafe  of  a  man's  being 
robbed  on  Hounflow -heath,  and  going  to  Juftice  Fielding,  and 
faying  he  was  robbed  by  a  tall  thin  man,  and  apprehended  it  was 
the  Duke  of  Ancader  ;  there  is  no  dtffereiKe,  only  in  the  fize  of 
the  piirfe.     He  laid,  if  you   had  any   proof,  I  would   make  no 
difficulty  of  telling  it  to  my  royal  mafier.     In  my  letter  to  Lord 
Hertford  I  mentioned  the   defcvlivenefs  of  my  information  as  a 
proof  of  the  truth  of  it.     Lord  Halifax  fnd,  I  think  with  you,  it 
is  more  likely  to  be  true  from  his  knowing  only  a  feV  circum- 
ilances.    The  fecond  meeting  was  a  few  days  afterwards.     He  did 
not  ftick  to  one  obje^ion.     I  fet  down  a  few  arguments  to  ufe  to 
him,  which  I  left  with  him  5   I  have  in  my  pocket  the  fame  argu- 
ments, which  I  fetdowna  (hort  time  after,  from  my  recolleflion. 
This  is  not  a  copy.    [Read  a  paper,  in  lubil*ance  as  follows :] 

I^arrative  of  intelligence  is  fufficient  for  inquiry,  though  not  for 
aocuiation,  confirmed  by  Dr.  Blackftone.  The  firft  of  a.l  crimes 
is  hearfay ;  rare,  at  firfr,  to  Itumble  upon  certainty.  All  offenders 
would  efcape  if  there  was  no  inquiry.  The  high  quality  of  of- 
fenders is  no  reafon  for  flopping  the  inquiry  ;  it  muft  he  done 
fpcedily ;  if  |the  common  people  hear  it,  and  believe  it,  they  might 
,  do  juftice  after  their  own  manner.  I  recommend  it  to  Lord 
Halifax,  as  one  of  the  French  miniflers  is  here,  whether  he  can  be 

excu(ed  for  not  examining  into  i^,  &c. 

What 
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^xxii^'  interefts  of  the  nation  had  been  facrificed 
^■^^^g^   by  the  leader  of  the  cabinet  to  his  extrava- 
gant 

\Vhat  fa-d  Lord  Halifax  ? 

Lord  Halifax  made  no  anAv^r  to  the  paper,  nor  did  he  contro* 
Vert  one  of  the  arguments.  ^ 

The  next  morning  I  faw  Mr.  Fitzhcrbert ;  Sir  Geo.  Yongc  was 
there^     Mr.  Fitzherbert  exprelFed  his  aftonifhrnent  at  my  boldnefs 
in  going  to  Lord  Halifax.     He  faid  he  would  not  have  any  thin^^f 
his  writing  appear.     Mr.  Fitzherbert  faid  he  had  intelligence  the 
French  '.verc  offering  money  to  get  D'Eon's  papers  back.     I  went 
tlie  lame  day  to  Lord  Halifax,  or  the  next  day.     Lord  Halifax 
laid,  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.     I  difbelieve  the 
charge ;  if  I  did  believe  it,  as  firongly  as  I  now  difbelieve  it,  I 
fbould  not  chink  this  fufficient  ground  to  go  upon.     I  told  him  it 
was  his  duty ;  he  feemed  furpriifd.     He  faid  his  duty  was  to  take 
care  of  the  liate.     i  told  him  that  Mr.  Fitzherbert  had  faid  the 
French  were  in  treaty  for  D'Eon's  papers :  I  made  my  apology 
for  troubling  him,  and  that  cloied  my   converfation  with  Lord 
Halifax. 

(Mr.  Fitzherbert.)  Did  you  collet  from  my  converlation  that 
1  had  the  fmalleft  knowledge  of  D'Eon  ^ 

I  dou't  know  1  did;  but  Mr.  Fitzherbert  admitted  the  reality  of 
the  overtures.  Affer  the  names  of  the  two  Lords  were  mentioned^ 
Mr.  Fitzherbert  faid.  Did  you  hear  nothing  of  the  Prin<;efs  of 
Wales?  1  faid,  No.  Mr.  Fitzherbert  aufwered^  D'Eon  fays  the 
Priiicefs  of  Wales  had  fome  of  the  money. 

From  whom  had  you  the  information  of  D'Eon's  overtures  ? 

The  iirft  was  from  General  Conway.  He  firft  gave  me  a  faint 
of  it. 

What  was  that  hint  f 
,  When  1  lold  the  ftory,  Mr.  Conway  aflted  me  if  I  had  feeil 
D'Eonj  he  faid,  I  hear  he  has  dropped  hints.  I  told  him  I  never 
would  fee  him.  I  faid,  I  will  avoid  all  polfibility  of  concert  with 
amy  one.  After  this,  I  went  to  Mr.  Hartly,  and  defired  liim  to 
enquire.  He  defired  firft  to  confuh  Sir  George  Savik.  Sir  Geo. 
Savile  came  to  us;  1  could  not  tell  him  tlic  particulars,  but  only, 

ttet 
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gant  defire  of  peace  ;  yjtt  when  the  prelimi-  ^xxit^ 
riary  articles  of  thie  treaty  were  fubinitted   '"^Jel!^ 

to 


that  there  was  ftich  a*  charge.  Sir  George  Savile  thought  it  was 
right  to  confuUthe  Duke  of  Newcaftle.  He  went  to  him:  I  wt< 
not  prefent;  but  I  heard' that  the  Duke  of'NeWcaftle  faid,  Fox 
was  rogue  enough  to  do  any  thing,  but  thought  he  was  not  fool 
enough  to' do  th*!s.  Tile  Duke  laid  he  could  not  ad^^iffe  them  td 
liiedctte  in  it,  for  0*Eon  will  be  bribed,  and  then  you  will  be  left 
in  ths  lurch.  1  heard  this  converfation  from  Sii- George  Savilcj 
6r  Mr.  Hahly;  from  one  of  them,  in  the  prcfencc  of  the  other. 
They  both  went  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle. 

.  (Mr.  Goriway.)  What  was  the  hature  of  hisfirft  applicaitibn  to 
me } 

The  nature  of  my  firft  application  tb  Mr.  Conway  was;  I  wanted 
to  know  how  to  convey  a  letter  to  Lord  Hertford,  not  to  be  opened^ 
to  enquire  whether  the  informant  was  apprehended.  I  had  de- 
finned  prefenting  a  paper  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  letting  fortM 
the  information.  He  afked  nie  the  pslrticulars,  and  faid  he  wouM 
not  encourage  fuch  application  to  the  Houfe of  Commons,  without 
a  (hadow  of  probability  ;  and  then  alked  if  I  had  heard  that  D'£oil 
had  drof)pcd  hint*,  And  whether  I  would  go  to  Ktm.  I  faid,  No> 
I  would  not.  Mr.  Conway  added,  At  the  fame  time  I  think  it 
the  duty  of  every  man  to  come  at  truth  in  every  ftation. 

H^d  you  any  intimacy  with  youir  informant  at  Paris  ? 

It  would  be  improper  to  anfwer  that  qweftion— but  they  were 
iheh  of  credibility. 

Had  you  any  other  infofmatioh  of  D'Eon's.  overtures  but  from 
Gefteral  Cohway? 

The  firfl intimdtion  Wd^  from  General  Conway;  then  I  applied 
to  Mr.  Hartly.  Mr.  Hartly  told  me  that  D*Eon's  letter  was  fent 
to  Mr.  Fitssherbert.  Afterwards  he  ihJFormed  me  more  fully,  andi 
named  the  two  privy  counfellors  and  the  lady.  He  faid  the  lady  is 
the  Princefs  of  Wales.  I  faid,  it  can't  be,  becaufe  my  informant 
would  not  have  forgot  the  n&me^  and  named  another  lady,  the 
iniflrefs  of  ^  man  of  quality. 
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•  ^xxiu'  ^^  '^'^-^  confideration  of  Parliament,    Mr, 
GrenvilU  gave  them  his  approbation  by  his 

vote, 

Doyou'underdand  this  overture  of  D' Eon's  was  contained  in  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Fitzlieibert? 

Mi.  Hartly  told  me  fo.  I  met  him  in  a  chair,  and  he  fai^, 
All  I  have  hsard  is,  that  D' Eon's  letter  was  fcnt  to  Fitzherbert; 
that  Mr.  Pitt  had  been  cgnfulted,  and  had  written  a  ftrtter,  dif- 
ftiading  them  fronrproceedtng.  Mr.  Hartly  never  xold  it  me  from 
his  own  knowled3[C.  ' 

(Dr.  Bkick(lone.)  Are  you  furc  I  diredled  you  to  go  to  Lord 
Halifax  ? 

Not  dire6lly  to  Lord  Halifax.  Doftor  Blackflone  faid.  Yon 
mu^Lby  all  means  go  to  the  miniftry :  It  is  uii  affair  of  an  alarm- 
ing nature.  He  lent  three  days  after  to  know  if  I  had  been ;  for 
he  faid,  If  you  had  not  I  fhould  think  niyfclf  obliged ,  a&  a  fervant 
<*f  the  crown,  to  go  and  give  it  myfelf. 

I  took  a  minute  of  what  pafled  between  us,  wlijch  I  will  men- 
tibn  to  Dr.  M.  I  took  it  immediately^  and  commupicated  it  tlu 
fame  day,  to  an  intimate  friend,  and  it  has  never  fmce  been  cut  of 
niy  tnftody. 

(Produces  a  minnte  taken  immediately  after  Dr.  Mufgravc  liad 
been  with  htm,  on  the  loth  of  May  1765,  at  half  pad  cIcvcd 
o'clock  in  the  morning.] 

"  Dr.  Mufgrave  came  and  (hewed  pie  a  written  conver/ation 
between  him  and  Mr.  Le  Beau,  in  the  latter  end  of  1763,  where 
he  declared  that  it  was  believed  at  Paris  that  Lord  Bute  had  re- 
ceived'money  for  the  pe^.ce,  and  many  other  converfations  with 
another  Frci.ch  amba^kdor.  The  fum  of  the  account  was  thi  , 
Tlu'it  eiglit  or  ten  millions  of  livreshadbeen  remitted  by  a  French 
hanker,  jnft  before  the  D.  of,  Bedford  went  to  France:  That  this 
-♦v?ii  divided  betvyccn  Lord  B.  Mr,  F.  and  a  lady,  name  not  men- 
tioned; dnd  th^i  fvlr.  D' Eon,  or  Mr.  Defcalier,  could  inform  him 
01  particiikrr*;.  Ke  alfo  fhewed  me  Lord  Holland's  letters  and 
anfwers.  He  told  me  he  had  communicated  it  to  General  Con- 
way, and  that  he  had  learnt  from  Mr.  Fitzherbert  that  D' Eon. 
-teUsthe  fame  ftory,  except  that   he  mentions   the   Princefs  of 
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te,  and  the  Duke  o{  Bedford  by  his  proXy;  ^x^fjf' 
i:ior  was  it  iihtil  .the  open  breath^with  Lord'^'^^e^ 

Bute 

'W'ales,  which  Dr.  M.   obferved  might  be  no  inconfidency,  if  a 

^4aid  of  Honour's  name  only  was  made  iife  of,  and  the  money 

paid  over  by  the   Princefs  Dowager  of  Wales.     Dr.  Mufgrave 

ii^ined  to  be  attached  to  D 'Son's  caufe,  aad  believed  the  ftory  of 

Yi\s  al)'afIination  being  aitterapted  by   Count  de  Guerchy,  and  his 

coflFei*s  being  fearched.     He  a(ked  nie  if  this  was  fuffitient  to  juf- 

ti  {y  blinging  it  before  the  fecretary  of  ftate  ?     As  our  acquaintance 

IV as  fmall,  I  was  furprifed.     I   told  him  that  the  affair  was  deli^ 

cate,  both  as  to  the  things  and  perfons,  and  tlfait  he  (hould  well 

consider  the  con iequences  if  his  frieiid  fh.uld  deny  it..   He  faid 

his  friend  w^s  a  man  of  honour,  and  knew  he  left  Paris  for  that 

purpofe.     I  begged  to  be  ex cu fed  advifmg  him,  but  he  would  do 

right  to  cpnlidtr  that  it  would  depend  on  conviction  of  his  own 

mind,  ainJ  his  frieud-s  veracity.     It  was  equally  a  duty  to  difdofe 

fach  a  tranfadtion  on  good  foundation,  and  to  (lifle  it  in  the  birth »' 

if  founded  oil  malice  or  ignorance.    JVe  parted,  aind  he  Teemed 

inclmed  to  proceed.     I  don't  recoUeft  the  converfatiou  he  men* 

tions  three  days  after ;  it  miglit  be :  I  thought  him  fiich  an  en- 

thufiafl  as  might  have  difordered  his  imagination." 

(Mr.  Speaker.)  0  he  hon.  gentleman  delivered  topieacopy^ 
of  the  paper  he  has  now^  read,  which  has  been  in  my  cudody  ever 
(ince. 

(Dr.  Mufgrave.)  As  to  the  fecond  cbnverfation,  Dr.  Black- 
l^one  will  rccolleft  it  if  I  (hew  him  his  note,  defiring  nie  to  come 
to  him:  I  have  not  that  note  about  me,  but  I  am  fure  it  is  ftill  in 
my  poflTeflion.  I  don't  know  what  he  thinks  of  my  enthufiafm, 
but  1  remember  he  trembled,  feemed  miich  aft'efted,  and  let  the 
p  i.per  drop  as  in  great  agltatibn. 

(Sir  Geo.  Yonge.)  Afier  I  hAd  expreffed  my  furprife  at  his' 
coming  to  me,  he  told  me  he  had  laid  the  matter  before  Lord  Ha- 
lifax^  who  was  willing  to  receive  information  from  any  gentleman 
whatever.  He  preired  it  fo  ftrongly,  that  I  thought  he  came  with 
A  meflage,  but  he  did  not  fay  that.  I  faid.  If  Lord  Halifax  will 
icMid  for/mc  I  v\  ill  wait  on  him,  but  1  kn6w  ntthing  of  the  matter 
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^xxiif'  Bupe  in  1765,  that  the  faft  concerning  the 

^-^jT'   Havannah  was  known  beyond  the  fmall 

circle    of   thtir    indifpenfable    confidents, 

wilh  regard  to  the  fecond  meeting  at  Mr*  Fitzherbcrt's,  nor  did  I 
know  he  had  told  the  ftory  to  Mr.  Fitzherbert  till  I  faw  it  in  the 
papers 

(Mr.  Fitzherbert  )  I  never  remember  being  in  the  fame  room 
with  Sir  G.  Yonge  and  Dr.  Mufgrave.  Dr.  Mufgrave  came  and 
talked  in  the  fame  llyle,  and  told  mc  the  ftory  he  fays  I  told  ^mi. 
I  don't  remember  Ifaidany  thing  at  that  time ;  the  Dr.  came  and 
told  me  this  flbry.  I  will  do  myfclf  the  juftice  to  tell  all  I  knew 
at  that  time,  though  I  don't  recolleft  I  told  it  him.  We  were 
tlien  a  good  many  in  a  fociety  in  ^Ibemarle-  ftreet :  I  had  an  office 
^  in  that  fociety  :  When  he  had  told  me  all  he  had  to  fay,  I  wiflied 

to  change  the  fubje^l  I  he  would  not ;  fo  I  told  all  i  ^new  oF  it< 
Captain  Cole,  a  gentleman  of  general  admi^on,  had  come  to  me, 
and  £iid  D'Eon  defires  me  to  tell  you  he  is  apprehenfive  of  being 
taken  away  by  force,  on  account  of  a  quarrel  with  Count  Guerchy, 
in  which  miniilry  would  aflift  him.     He  deflred  me  to  communi- 
cate it  to  the  fociety^  which  I  did.    He  recommended  D'Ron  as  aif 
agreeable  man.    I  communicated  it  to  Sir  Geo.  Yonge,  and  de- 
^       fired  him  to  go  wiih  me,  becaule  he  could  fpeak  French,  which  I 
could  not  eaiily :  No  day  was  appointed ;  we  never  did  meet  j  I 
never  knew  Mr.  D'Eon ;  I  never  received  a  letter  from  him.     As 
to  going  on  with  the  converfation,  and  naming  the  Princefs  of 
Wales,  I  have  nothing  to  fay  to  that  5  I  have  no  trace  of  it  in  my 
incmory ;  it  muft  depend  on  our  veracity ;  nor  had  I  any  dire£l 
meflage  but  from  Capt<(in  Cole,  as  to  his  apprehenfions  of  being 
taken  away* 

(Mr.  Speaker.)  Dr.  Mufgrave,  would  you  aik  thefe  gentle^ 
«ien,  or  either  of  them,  any  queftions  i 

(Dr.  Mufgrave.)  I  was  not  prepared  for  thefe  anIWers,  and  I 
have  no  queltions  to  aik  them. 

Motion  by  Sir  (ieorge  Olborne — "  That  the  accufations  brought 
by  Dr.  Mufgrave  are  in  the  higheft  degree  frivolous.'*  Agreed 
to^  January  29^  177^0* 
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This  circumftance  indifputably  fhews,  that 
the  public  intereft  was  not  the  firit  confi-  ''^^ 
deration  with  his  Majefty's  fervants  at  this 
time.  And  it  is^  believed,  althoiigh  it  is  a 
matter  that  perhaps  will  not  be  afcertained 
until  Tome  future  period,  that  Lord  jute's 
refignation,  in  the  month  of  April  1763, 
was  occ^fioned  by  the  junftion  of  Mr. 
Grenville  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  the 
menaces  they  held  out  againlt  him  refpeQi* 
ing  the  negotiation  for  peace— th^tt  he  com- 
pounded for  his  impunity  by  an  abandon- 
ment of  office  to  the  Duke  and  his  friends. 
It  was,  however,  the  popular  opinion,  that 
the  political  paper  called  The  North  BHton^ 
written  principally  by  Mn  Wilkes,  had  raifed 
fuch  a  fpirit  of  ^ninqiofity  in  the  nation  againft 
Lord  Bute^  that  he  refigned  from  an  appre- 
henfion  of  popular  indignation;  and  itan- 
fwered  the  purpqfe  of  more  parties  than  one 
at  that  time,  to  have  it  thought  fo.  But 
Mr.  Wilkes  had  no  more  influence  in  the 
refignation  of  Lord  Bute,  than  he  had  in 
that  of  Sir  R.  Walpole,  or  any  other  nii, 
piften 

During  the  time  that  Lord  Bute  held  his 
puj)lic  fituation  of  minifter,  ho  favourite  ex» 
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ercifed  the  power  of  the  crown  with  more 
pride  and  infolcnce.  Thischc^rge  might  be 
proved  in  Innumerable  inilances.  But  it  is 
not  the  defign  of  this  work  to  relate  ariy  oc- 
currence, not  immediately 'Cor:::e6led  with 
Mr.  Pitt^  unlefs  the  fame  has  been  either 
pmitted,  6r  materially  miftated,  in  the  public 
accounts  of  the  times.  Of  this  latter  kriid  is 
the  difmiffion  of  the  Duke  of  DcvoTtfihirCy 


If  fJTc  D^**  During  the  preceding  negotiation  of  peace 
SJi,^*""*"-  his  Grace  held  the  office  of  lord  chamber- 
f  lain,  and  although  in  the  difcharge  of  his 
official  duties  he  was  very  frequently  attend- 
ing on  the  King,  yet  diGering  from  his  Ma- 
jefty  s  other  fervants  on  political  fubjefls,  he 
did  not  attend  any  council  held  after  the 
commencement  of  the  negotiation.  Early 
in  the  month  of  Oclober  1762,  he  obtained 
his  Majefty's  pcrmilficn  to  go  to  Bath* 
While  he  was  at  Bath  he  received  a  fumraons 
.  .  10  attend  council,  and  the  fummons,  as 
iifual,  mentioned  the  bufincfs,  which  was, 
the  J??2^/ conuderation  on  the  prelirainar)^ 
articles  of  peace.  The  Duke  wrote  an  an- 
fwer.  That  as  he  had  not  attended  any  of 
the  ybr^K^r  councils  on  the  fubjetl  of  the 
negotiation,  he  apprehended  that  his  pre- 

•  fence 
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fence  at  the  lajl  council  would  be  improper,  ^xxnf* 
At  the  end  of  the  month  his  Grace  returned 
to  London;  and  the  day  after  his  arrival, 
being  levee-day,  lie  went  to  court.  The 
King  was  in  the  clofec.  He  fent  in  his  name. 
The  King  took  no  notice.  In  this  particu- 
lar the  I)uke  was  wrong — he  ^was  too  deli-  ^ 
cate — hefliould  have  demanded  an^audience. 
He  next  defired  to  know  to  whom  he  fhould 
deliver  his  key.?  The  King  returned  an  an- 
fwer,  That  he  fhould  fend  for  it  next  morn-, 
ingj  which  he  did,  and  with  his  own  hand 
ftruck  Ijis  Grace's  name  out  of  the  lift  of 
Jiis  privy  council. 

The  reader  will  make  his  own  obferva- 
tions  on  this  extraordinary  conduct.  No 
one -need  be  told,  that  the  Cayendifnes  were 
amongft  the  moft  warm  and  molt  determined 
fupporters  of  the  Revolution  in  i68S,  and 
of  the  Houfeof  Brunfv/ick  ;  nor  have  their 
virtue  and  zeal  diunriiilied  in  an  oppofition 
to  the  moft  fubtle  attempts  to  accomplifti 
the  moft  defpotic  defigns. 

Nor  has  the  immediate  caufe  of  the  Duke  Anecdote 
oi  Newcajllts  refignation  been  lefs  miftated,  ofvew/ 
When  his  Grace  found  that  the  annual  con^ 

B  b  4  vention 
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^"^,^*  vention  with  Pruflia  was  not  to  be  renewed. 

A.  Alia 

V--v**^  as  ufual,  he  fuggefted  another  mode  to  fave 
the  national  honour,  and  which  would,  at 
the  fame  time,  (upport  the  national  dignity 
and  effentially  contribute  towards  command- 
ing the  terms  of  peace.  This  was  when  the 
application  was  made  to  Parliament  in  the 
mpnth  of  May  1762,  for  a  vote  of  credit^ of 
one  million,  his  Grace  wiflied  to  extend  the 
fum  to  two  millions,  A  vote  of  credit  of 
one  million  had  been  ufual  every  year  of 
the  war.  His  Grace's  intention  was,  to  have 
fupplied  the  King  of  Pruflia  with  the 
amount  of  hi§  annual  fublidy  out  of  the  fc- 
pond  million.  Bi>t  this  defign  being  made 
known  to  Lord  Bute,  by  one  of  the  fecreta-r 
ries  of  the  treafury  *^  almoft  as  foon  as  it 
was  fuggefted,  that  Lord  oppofed  it  with 
|:he  greatefl:  warmth.  The  Duke  finding 
this  oppofition  from  Lord  Bute,  and  ex- 
pefting  no  better  fuccefs  in  the  ciofet,  he 
faw  his  influence  at  an  end,  and  immedi'. 
ately  refignedj 


•  The  political  paper  called   Thf  Nttrtk  Brttpn  acciifcd  M«, 
S.  Martin  of  having  betrayed  the  Duke  of  Neixjcafle  to  Lor4 

Bm^,    Martri  was  al'o  trejifurer  to  the  grincefs  of  (Tales. 

i> .  J  ■  ....       .    .     » 
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Mr.  Wocd,  who  had  been  Mr.  Pitt's  fe.  ^  ^  "yti^* 
cretary  during  the  war,  fays  in  the  preface  ^  ~^^ 
to  his^Effay  on  Homer,  that  having  waited  ^^^^^  ^a 
upon  Lord  Granville,  prefident  of  the  coun?'  ^"^^^^^^* 
cil,  when  he  was  dying,  with  the  preHmi- 
nary  articles  of  the  tre^ity,  and  read  them 
to  hira,  his  Lordftiip  declared  "  It  was  the 
moft  honourjible  peace  he  eyer  favv.'^    This 
anecdote  only  proves  Lord  GrafiviUe's  at- 
tachment to  Lord  Bath  to  the  laft  moment 
of  his  life.     The  celebrated  Dr.   Franklin 
ufed  frequently  to  entertain  his  friends  with 
an  anecdote  ,  of  this  nobleman,   which  de- 
ferves  tq  he  reinembered.     Upon  the  em- 
bargo  being  laid  on  all  Americian  veifels 
laden  with  cprn,  flour,  &c.  in  the  year  1757, 
the  Am'erican  agents  petitioned  againft  it, 
and  were  heard  before  the   privy  council. 
Lord   Granville,  who  was  lord   prefident, 
told  them.  That  America  rnufl  not  dp  any 
thing  to  interfere  with  Gre^t  Britain  in  the 
jEuropean  markets ;  that  if  America  grew 
corn^  fo  did  England;  that  if  America  (hip^ 
ped  corn,  fo   did  England.     Upon  which 
Dr.  Franklin  told  his  Lordftiip  that  Ame? 
rica  could  not  do  any  thing  that  would  not 
interfere  with  Great  Britain  in  feme  refpef^ 
Pf  Qthef  ^    If  they  panted,  reaped,  and  mull 
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IS 


not  fliip,  the  bell  thing  he  could  advlfe.  h 
Lordihip  to  do  would  be,  to  apply*  to  Par- 
liament for  tr^fports  fafficient  to  bring  ihem 


all  back  again. 


Has  it  not  been  the  inisfortune  of  Eng^ 
land,  that  moft  of  her  great  men  have  fre- 
quently {hewn,  that  they  w^e  influenced 
by  very  narrow  ideas,  when  exercifing  their 
political  talents  on  national  fubjefts?  If  the 
policy  of  that  part  of  the  treaty  was  juft, 
which  extended  the  Britifh  colonies  in  Ame^ 
rica,  what  benefit  could|  be  derived  from 
thofe  colonies  if  thefe  ideas  of  ]fefti[aint 
were  to  be  maintained  ? 


CHAP. 
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Extraordinary  preparations  for  the  Meeting  of 
ParliamenL— Preliminary  Articles  of  Peace  laid 
before  Parliament. — Mr,  Pstt's  Speech  againji 
them. 


p 


ARLIAMENT  met  on  the  25th  of.  No-  char 


vember   1752*.     The  moft  extraordi- 


1762. 


nary   provifion  was   made   for  this  ev^nt,  ^        .. 
The  royal  houfehold  had  been  increafed  be-  «a^y  p'^- 
j^ond  all  former  e>^ample,  -  The  lords  an4 
groorns  of  the  bedchamber  were  doubled, 

Penfions  were  thrown  about  indifcriminate- 

.  •^  -* 

ly.  Five  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  were 
ifFued  in  one  daV;  in  bank  notes  of  one  hun- 
fdred  pounds  each.  Theonly  ftipulation  was^ 
Oive  us  ^our  vote.    A  corruption  of  fuch 

•  In  the  evening  of  the  day  preceding  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
fnent,  the  members  of  the  Hoiife  of  Commons  met,  asidual^  at 
the  Cockpit.  Mr.  Fox  took  the  chair,  and  produced  to  the  com- 
pany a  paper  which  he  only  called  a  Speech^  and  which  he  faid  he 
would,  as  ufual,  read  to  them.  He  afterwards  produced  an  Ad- 
dreJSy  which  he  read,  and  then  faid,  that  Lord  Carysfort  and  Lotd 
Cbailfs  S fencer  had  been  fo  kind  as  ^o  rindertake  to  move  and 
fccond  that  addrefs.'  The  fame  ceremony  is  obferved  whh  refpe£l 
to  the  Houfe  of  Lords. — The  ipeecli  is  read  by  fome  Peer,  who  is 
jfuppofed  to  conduit  the  bufinefs  of  that  Houfe.  The  manager  of 
|tj[ie  Houfe  of  Commcns  takes  the  chair  at  the  Cockpit. 

notoriety 
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^xxni'  notoriety  and  extent  had  never  been  feen 
^^*7J^  before.  There  is  no  example,  in  any  age 
or  country,  th^t  in  any  degree  approaches 
to  it.  The  dole  was  lavifh  beyond  the  pro- 
bability .of  account^  or  poflibility  of  credit. 
'  Mr.  Fox  had  the  management  of  thq  Houfe 
of  Commons,  with  unlimited  powers, 

Prciiinina-      Qn  thc  2Qth  of  November,  the  preliaii^ 

tiet  laid  '^  ^  •» 

iVmr^**^*  nary   articles   of  peace  with   France    and 
Spain  wpre  lai4  before  both  Houfes. 

On  the  ninth  of  December  they  were 
taken  into  confideration,  and  a  iP.otion  was 
made,  "  To  return  his  Majefty  thanks  for 
his  gracious  condefcenfion  in  ordering  t|ie 
preliminary  articles  of  peace  concluded,  be- 
tween his  Majefty  and  their  Moft  Chrillian 
,  and  Cqtholic  Majefties,  to  be  laid  befcre 
them;  to  aflure  his  Majefty  his  faithful 
Commons  were  impatient  to  exprefs  to  his 
Majefty  their  approbation  of  the  advanta- 
geous terms  upon  which  his  Majefty  hath 
concluded  preliminary  articles  of  peace; 
and  tp  lay  before  his  Majefty  the  hearty 
'applaufe  of  a  faithful,  affeftionate,  an4 
thankful  people,  &€.  &c.  &c. 


On 
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On  tJ.is  memorable  day,  Mr.  Pitt  attended  ^xxul. 
m  Parliament,    notwithltanding  he  was  at  """fj^ 
that  time  dffliQ:ed  with  a  very  fevere  fit  of 
the  gout.     He  fpoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Fox^ 
who  made  the  motion, 

'  He  began  with  larHentirig  his  ill  (late  of  Y'-  ?"'• 

O  O  Ipeech  a- 

health,  which  had  confined  him  to  his  ch&m-  ^rdim^iJit^ 
ber;  but  alihough  he  was  at  this  inftant  fuf-  "m.s.   ' 
fering  umder  the  molt  excruciating  torture, 
yet  he  determined,  at  the  hazard  of  his  life, ' 
to  attend  this  day,  to  raife  hp  his  voice,  his 
hand,  and  his  arm,  againft  the  preliminary 
articles  of  a  treaty  that  obfcured  all  the  glo- 
ries  of  the   war,    furrendered.  the  deateft 
interefts  of  the  nation,  and   facrificed  the 
public  faith,  by  an  abandonment  of  our  allies* 
He  owned  that  the  terms  upon  which  he  had 
confented  to  conclude  a  peace  had  not  been 
fatisfaftory  to  all  perfons ;  it  was  impoffibic 
to  reconcile  every  intereft;  but  he  had  riot, 
he  faid,  for  the  mere  attainment  of  peace, 
made  a  facrifice  of  any  conqueft;  he  had 
neither  broken  the  national  faith,  nor  be- 
trayed the  allies  of  the  crown.     That  he 
was  ready  to  enter  into  a  difcuffion  of  the 
merits  of  the  peace  he  had  offered,  compa-^ 
ratively  with  the  prelent  preliminaries.     He 

called 
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Vxiiu  called  for  the  moft  able  cafuiftaraongfl:  (he 
minifter  s  friends,  ^v^ho  lie  faw  were  all  muf- 
tered  and  marlhallcd  for  duty,  to  refute  him.; 
they  made  a  mod  gallant  appearance,  and 
there  vas  no  doubt  of  the  victory  on  the 
main  queftioh.  If  the  right  hori.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Fox  J  who  took  the  lead  in  thi^  debate, 
would  rifk  the  argument  of  comparifon, 
he  would  join  iflue  with  hinfi,  even  under  all 
th0  difadvantages  of  his  prefent  fituation. 
His  motive  was  to  ftop  that  torrent  of  mif- 
reprefentation,  which  was  poifoning  the  vir- 
tue of  the  country/ 

(No  anfwer  oeing  rriade^  he  proceeded* : ) 

'  He 

•        •         •  ,  .         ■     .    ■  *  • 

*  The  following  paper  ^itt,  in  fomie  dcgrte,  fupply  this  chafm  1 

Mr,  "Pities- Ne^ottatfon,  Lor  J  Butt' i  Peacf, 

Mr.  Pitt,  and  all  the  King's  Gives  the    French    «    The 

fcrvants,    infifted,    «  That  the  liberty  to  Ax  in  the  Giilph  of 

French  fhall  abftain  from  that  St.    Lawmice,    6n    condition 

particular   fiftiery,   on  all  the  that  the  fubjc^ls  of -France  do 

coafls    appertaining    to   Great  hot  exercife  the  faid  fifhtiy^  but 

Britain,  whether  on  the  conti-  at  the  di/lance  of  three  leagues 

ftcnt,  the  iflands  fituated  in  the  .from  all  the  coafts  belonging  to' 

faid   Gulph  of  St.   Lawrence;  Grejit  Britain,and  fifteen  leagues 

which    fifhery  the   proprietors  from  the  coaft  of  the  ifland  of 

only  of  the  faid  coaft  s  have  con-  Cape  Breton ;  together  with  the 

llantly  enjoyed,  and  always  ex-  liberty  of  fifliing  and  drying  on 

ercifedy  faving  always  the  privi-  a   part  of  ths   coafts  of  the 

lege  iitandf 
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*  He  perceived  that  the  right  hon.  gentle-  ^xmn. 
:ii^n  and  his  friends,  were  prepared  for  only  ^7^^ 

the 


*ege  ^ranted  by  the  1 3th  article      ifland  of  Newfoundland," 
of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht." 


Mr,  Pi  ft  abfolutely  refiifcd 
to  cede  the  ifland  of  Miqiielon 
to  S|w  French,  and  the  French 
xninifter  told  Mr,  Stanley,  **  He 
would  not  infift  on/it.*'  To 
tbe  ccfiicn  of  tlic  ifland  of  St. 
Peter  on l y,  four  ind'ifpenfabie 
condhions  were  ann-exed  *.— 
The  ceflion  of  the  ifland  of  St. 
Peter,  as  well  as  fome  others, 
was  not  agreeable  to  Mr.  Pitfs 
own  inclination  ;  for  it  is  a  fa6l 
that  both  he  and  Lord  Temple 
«arneftlyconiefted  for  the  'wbele 
<€xclufi*ve  fijhery,  which,  they 
faid>ouglitto  be  infiQed  upon. 
But  in  this,  as  many  other 
things,  they  were  over- ruled. 

Mr.  Pi// in  Tided  on  keeping 
bo4i  Senegal  and  Goree,  on  Uie 
coaftof  Africa,  **  For  that  Se- 
negal could  not  be  fee u rely 
maintained  without  Goree ;" 
and  M,  BuJUy  **  was  author! fed 
to  co/ifent  to  .(he  ceflion.*' 

Mr.  Piti  pofitively  refufed  to 
cede  the   ifland  of  St.  Lucia  to 

France. 


The  iflands  of  St.  Peter  and 
Miquelon  are  both  cedied  to  the 
French,  in  full  right,  without 
any  one  of  the /oar  tndJfpefyabU 
conditions.  No  Knglifli  com- 
milfary  is  allowed,  to  refidc 
there;  our  fecuitty  is  on  the 
prefent  French  King's  royal 
word,  but  not  a  fyllable  is  menr 
tioned  of  any  engagement  foi* 
his  fi^cceflfors. 


Lord  Bute  gave  away  the 
ifland  of  Goree,  which  was  of 
tJie  greatefl:  importance  to 
France,  as  it  ferVes  her  as  a  fe* 
curity  in  the  fupply  of  negj^'oes 
for  the  French  Weft  Indies.'* 

Lord  Bute  cfeded  St.  Lucia 
in  full  right  to  France. 

Lvord 


\  ^ 


f  See  in  the  Appendix  H.  the  anfvvcr  of  Mr.  Pitt  to  the  Ultimatum  ©f 
fraace  delivered  by  M.  Bujy^  om  the  i6fh  of  Aaguft  1761. 
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xx^iif*  ^^^  prefent  queftion.    >  He  would,  therefortf^ 
^^p^  take  a  view  of  the  articles  as  they  appealed 
,  iti  the  paper  upon  the  table:' 

[Mr. 


trance.  His  rcgotlation  de- 
clares «*thc  cefliun  by  no  means 
admiinble.'* 

Mr.  Pitt  ire;:ted  the  King  of 
PrufTawith  eflBcacy  and  good 
faith.  The  aiiwer  to  tlie 
French  tJltimatum  fays,  "  As 
to  what  regards  tlie  reftituthn 
and  evacuation  of  tlie  conqiicff  s 
made  by  France  on  the  King's 
allies  in  Germany,  and  particu- 
larly of  Wcfel,  and  other  ter- 
ritories of  the  King  of  Pniflia, 
his  Majefly  perfifts  in  his  de- 
mand relative  to  that  fubjeft, 
In  the  ultimatum  of  England, 
Viz.  That  they  be  reftoreJ  dnd 
evacuated."  The  French  hav- 
ing propofed  tti8  keeping  pof- 
feflion  of  the  countries  J)e  long- 
ing to  the  King  of  Pruflfia,  Mr. 
i*itt  returned  this  anfwer  in 
writings  which  was  applauded 
by  ail  the  King's  minifters:— 
**  I  likewife  return  you,  as  to- 
tilly  inadmiflib'le,  the  memo- 
rial relative  to  the  King  of 
Pnidia,  as  implying  an  attempt 
on  the  honour  of  Great  Bri- 
taii1>  snd  the  fidelity » with 
Vhich  his  Majcfty  will  always 

fttliU 


Lord  Bji/e  both  deceived  3ml 
lctra}ed  the  King  of  Pruflia. 
tie  firft  broke  the  faith  of  th^ 
naiion,  by  refufing  the  fubfid^ 
to  that  monarch ;  th^n  in  the 
preliminary  articles  of  peaCe;* 
he  flipulafed  evacuaticn  and 
tejloratlon  with  regard  to  thfc 
conquers  made  on  our  allies, 
except  the  King  of  Pruflia,  for 
whom  he  ftipulated  evacuaiion 
only.  All  the  conquers  which 
the  Fi"ench  were  in  poHeilion  of 
belonging  to  Hanover,  HelTe, 
Qrunfwick,  &c,  amounted  to 
only  a  few  villages,  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  acres  of  land 
in  the  whole.  But  the  places 
belonging  to  the  King  of  Pruflia 
of  which  the  French  were  in 
pofleflionj  were  Clcves,  Guet- 
dres,  Wefel,  &c.  Thus  Lord 
Bute,  i  nflead  oTbeha^ing  to  the 
kin^of  PruITia  with  good  faithj 
becoming  an  ally,  a6ted  like  ah 
open  enemy'to  him,  and  left 
the  French  at  foil  liberty  to 
evacuate  thofe  places,  and  ail 

others 
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j^Mr.  Fittwas/o  excejfively  ill,  and  Iiis pain  ^^^xni!* 
Jo  ekceeding/y,  acute,  that  the  Houfe  unani-  '"^^J^ 
moujly  dejired  he  might  be  indulged  to  deliver 
his  fenLiments  Jilting — a  circumjlance  that 
was  unprecedented.    Hitherto  he  had  been 
jupported  by  txoo  of  his  friends r\ 

*  The  firft  important  article  was  the  fifli- 
ery.  •  The  terms  in  which  this  article  was 
written  appeared  to  him  to  give  to  Frahce  a  ' 
grant  of  the  whole  fifhery.  There  was  an 
abfolute  unconditional  furrender  of  the 
illands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  which, 
if  France  continued  to  be  as  attentive  to  her 
own  intereft  as  we  have  hitherto  found  her, 
w^ould  enable  her  to  recover  her  marine. 


fulfil  his  engagements  with  his     others  which  they  held  belong- 
Billies.**  ing  to  that  monarch,   to  'whom 

'  they  f  leafed.     And  litftly,    he 

faid,  tlie  dominions  of  the  King  of  Pruflla  "  ijuere  to  b^fcrarfibled 
for  J''  Th  .t  was  his  phrafe  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.-^And  it  was 
very  near  being  the  cafe  ;  for  as  foon  as  the  treaty  was  figned,  the 
court  of  Vienna  ordered  a  large  body  of  troops  to  begin  their 
march  for  the  Netherlands,  with  a  view  to  enter  thofe  places  the 
moment  the  French  fhould  eracuate  them.  The  King  of  Pruflix 
did  the  fame.  The  Netherlands  were  thus  threatened  with  bjs- 
coming  the  theatre  of  war ;  and  the  French  minifter  forefeeing 
tiiat  France  mud  take  part  in  it,  he  propofed  to  the  King  of  Pnif- 
(k  to  deliver  af)  all  thgfe  places  to  him,  provided  his  Majefty 
would  figiji  a  neurrality  for  the  Netherlands.  The  King  agreed 
to  the  propofal,  and  purchafed  his  territories  on  that  condition. 

Vol.  I,  ■  Cc  He 
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^:«iir'  H^  confidered  this  to  be  a  moil  dangerous 
article  to  the  maritime  ftrength  and  future 
power  of  Great  Britain.     In  the  negotia- 
.  tion  he  had   with  M.  Bujfy,  he  had  acqui- 
efced-  in  the  ceflion  of  St.  Pierre  only;  after 
having,  he   faid,  feveral  times  in  vain  con- 
tended for  the  whole  exclufive  fifhery;  but 
he  was  over-ruled ;  he  repeated  he  was  over- 
ruled,  not  by  the  foreign  enemy,   but  by 
another  enemy.     After  many  ftruggles,  he 
obtained  four  limitations  to  the  ifland  of  St. 
Pierre ;  they  were  indifpenfable  conditions, 
but  they  were  omitted  in  the  prefent  treaty*. 
If  they  were  neceffary  in  the  furrender  of 
one  ifland,  they  were   doubly  neceffary  in 
the  furrender  of  two.     In  the  volumes  of 
abufe  w^hich  had  been  fo  plentifully  beftowed 
upon  Kim,  by  the  writers  who  were  paid  and 
patronized  by  thofe  who  held  great  employ- 
ments in  the  ftate,  the  ceflion  of  Pierre  only 
had  been  condemned  in  terms  of  acrimony. 
He  had  been  reminded  that  the  Earl  oi  Ox- 
ford  was  impeached  for  allowing  the  French 
liberty  to  fifh  and  dry  fifli  on  Newfoundland. 
He  admitted  the  faft.     But  that  impeach- 
ment ^vas  a  fcandalous  meafure,  was  difap-^ 
p'royed  by  every  impartial  perfon.     In  one 
'article  (the  fcventeenth),  the  miailler  is  ac- 

cufed 
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Cufed  of  having  advifed  the  deJlruBive  ex-  ^^^j; 

pedition  againft  Candda Why  was  that 

expedition  Vailed  dejlruBive?  Becaufe  it 
was  not  fuccefsful.  Thus  have  events  been 
confidered  by  Parliament  as  ftandards  of 
political  judgment.  Had  the  expedition  to 
Canada,  under  general  Wolje^  been  unfuc- 
cefsful,  there  is  no  doubt  it  would  alfo  have 
been  called  deJlruBivey  and  fome  of  the  gen- 
tlemen now  in  office  would  this  day  have 
been  calling  for  vengeance  on  the  minifter's 
head, 

'  Of  Dunkirk  he  faid  but  little.  The 
French  were  more  favoured  in  this  article  of 
the  prefcnt  preliminaries,  than  they  had  been 
by  any  former  treaty.  He  had- made  the 
treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  his  guide  on  this 
point ;  but  in  the  prefent  treaty  even  that 
requifition  was  difregarded  *. 

^  Of  the  dereliftion  of  North  America  by 
the  French,  he  entirely  approved.    But  the 

♦  Tlic  proper  (lipulations  concerning  Dunkirk  havt  been 
vreatly  midaken }  if  the  reader  will  take  the  trouble  to  turn  to 
the  events  of  1765,  during  the  adminiftnition  of  the  Marquis  of 
Rockingbaifty  hewilLiind  this  matter  explained  more  clearly  than 
it  has  hitherto  been. 

Gc  2  negO' 
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xxHL  negotiators  had  no  trouble  in  obtaining  this 
'^^"■^p^  acquilition.  It  had  been  the  uti  pojfidctis  in 
his  own  negotiation,  to  >vhich  the  French 
'  had.readily  confenled.  But  Florida,  he  faid 
was. no  compenfation  for  the  Havannah; 
the^,Havatinah  was  an  important  conqueft. 
He  had  defigned  to  make  it,  and  would 
have  done  it  forae  months  earlier,  had  he 
been  permitted  to  execute  his  own  plalis. 
From  the;  moment  the  Havannah  was  taken, 
all  the  Spanifh  treafures  and  riches  in  Ame- 
rica lay  at  our  mercy.  Spain  had  purchafed 
the  fecurity  of  all  thefe,  and  the  reftoration 
of  Cuba  alfo,  with  the  ceffion  of  Florida 
only.  It  was  no  equivalent.  There  had 
been  a  bargain,  but  the  terms  were  inade- 
qua,te*^^  They  were  inadequate  in  every 
point  where  the  principle  of  reciprocity  was 
affefted  to  be  introduced, 

^  He  had  been  blamed  for  confenting  to 
give  op  Guadaloupe.  That  ceffion  had 
beep  a  queftion  in  another  place.  He  wifhed 
to  have  kept  the  ifland  (fee  Appendix  M.); 
he  had  been  over-ruled  in  that  point  alfoj 
he  could  not  help  it ;  he  had  been  over- 
ry led  many  times — on  many  occafions ; .  he 
had  acquiefced — he  had  fubmittedi ;  but  at 

length 
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length  he  faw  that  all  his  meafures — ^allhis  ^xkiu. 
fentiments,  were  inimical  to  the  new  fyftem  "^^J^ 
— to  thofe  perfons  to  whom  his  Majefty  had 
given  his  confidence.     But  to  Guadaloupe 
thcfe   perfons  had    added  the  ceflion    of 
Martinique,      Why    did  they,  permit   the 
forces  to  conquer  Martinique,  if  they  were 
refplved  to   reftore  it?     Was   it  becaufe 
the   preparations   for  that  conqueft   were 
fo  far  advan(;:ed   they  were  afraid  to  coun- 
termand them?  Arid  to  the  celTion  of  the 
iflands    of  Cuba,  Guadaloupe,    and  Mar* 
dnique,  there  is  added  the  liland  of  St.  Lu- 
cia, the  only  yaluable  one  of  the  neutral 
iflands.     It  is  impolfible,  faid  he,  to  form  any 
judgment  of  the  motives  which  can  have  in- 
fluenced his  Majefty 's  fervants  to  make  thefe  . 
important  facrifices.     They   feem  to  have 
loft  fight  of  the  great  fundamental  principle. 
That  France  is  chiefly,  if^  not  foleJy,  to  be 
dreaded  by  us   in  the  light  of  a  maritime 
and  commercial  power:  And  therefore,  by 
reftoring  to  her  all  the  valuable  Weft  ludia 
iflands,  and  by  our  concelfions  in  the  New- 
foundland fifliery,  we  had  given  to  her  the 
means  of  recovering  her  prodigious  lofles, 
and  of  becoming  once  more  formidable  to 

'         C  c  3  us 
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xxni?*'  ^s  ^*  ^^^^  That  the  fiftiery  trained  up  an 
^^"  v-'  innumerable  multitude  of  young  ieamen, 
and  that  the  Weft  India  trade  employed 
them  when  they  were  trained.  After  the 
peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  France  gained  a 
decided  fupariority  over  us  in  this  lucrative 
branch  of  commerce,  and  fupplied  almoft 
all  Europe  with  the  rich  commodities^  which 
are  produced  only  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
By  this  commerce  fiie  enriched  het  mer^? 
chants,  and  augmented  her  finances.  The 
ftate  of  the  exifting  trade  in  the  conquefts  in 
IsTorth  America,  is  extremely  low;  the  fpe-. 
Culations  of  their  future  are  precarious,  and 
the,profpe£l  at  the  very  heft  is  remote. 
We  fta^nd  in  need  of  fupplies,  which  will 
have  an  effeft,  certain,  fpeedy,  and  confi- 
deralrle.  The  retaining  both,  or  even  One 
of  the  CQiifiderable  French  iflands,  M^rtinico 
or  Guadaloupe,  wnll,  and  nothing  elfe  can, 
effettually  anfwer  this  triple  purpofe.  The 
advantage  is  immediate.  It  is  a  matter  not 
of  conjefture,  but  of  account.^  The  trade 
with  thefe  conquefts  is  of  the  moft  lucra- 
tive nature,  and  of  the  raoft  confiderable 
'extent;  the  number  of  {hips  employed  by 
it  ^re  a  great  refource  to  our  maritime 
power;    ^nd  what  is  of  equal  weight,  all 

-      that 


CHAP. 

xxm. 


OF  THE  EARL  OF  CHATHAM,  ^07 

that  we  gidn  on  this  fyftem  is  made  faur- 
fold  to  us,  by  the  Iqfs  which  enfues  to 
France,  But  our  conquefls  in  North  Ame- 
rica are  of  very  little  detriment  to  the  com- 
merce of  France,  On  the  .Weft  Indian 
Ibhieme  of  acquifition,  our  gain  and  her  lof^ 
go  hand  in  hand.  He  infifted  upon  the  ob- 
vious connetlion  of  this  trade  with  that  of 

-A 

the  coloni(5S  in  North  America,  and  with 
our  commerce  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  The 
African  trade  would  be' augmented,  which, 
with  that  of  North  America,  would  all  cen- 
ter in  Great  Britain,  But  if  the  iflands  are 
all  reftored,  a  great  part  of  the  benefit  of 
the  colony  trade  muft  redound  to  thofe  who 
were  lately  our  enemies,  and  will  always  be 
our  rivals.  Though  we  had  retained  either 
M^^itinico  or  Guadaloupe^.  or  even  both 
thefe  iflands,  our  conquefts  were  fuch  that 
there  was  ftill  abundant  matter  left  to  dif« 
play  our  moderation, 

^  Goree,  he  faid,  is  alfo  furrendered,  with- 
out the  leaft  apparent  neceffity,  notwith- 
il^nding  it  ha^  been  agreed  in  the  negotia- 
tion with  M.  Bic^,  |;hat  it  ftiou.ld  remain 
with  the  Britifh  crown,  becaufe  it  was  eflen- 
tljal  to  the  fecurity  of  Senegal, 

Cc  4     .  *Ia 
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^xxn^       *  In  the  Eaft  Indies  there  was  an  engage -» 

ment  for  mutual  reflitution  of  conquefts. — • 
1702.  ,  ^ 

Hevaflced,  What  were  the  conquefts  which 
France  had  to  seflore  ?  He  declared  that  fhe 
had  none.  All  the  conquefts  wljich  France 
had  made  had  been  retaken,  and  w^ere  in 
our  own  pofleffion ;  as  were  likewife  all  the 
French  fettlements  and  fiaftories,  Thcre- 
*  fore,  the  reftitution  was  all  from  one  fide. 
We  retained  nothing,  although  we  had  con-^ 
'  quered  every  thing. 

'  The  reftitution  of  Minorca  he  approved; 
and  that,  he  faid,  was  the  only  conqueft 
which  France  had  to  reftore ;  and  for  this 
iflandwe  had  given  the  Eaft  Indies,  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  Africa.  The  purchafe 
was  made  at  a  price  that  was  fifty  times 
more  tlan  it  w^as  worth.  Belleifle  alone, 
he  affirmed,  was   a  fufficient  equivalent  for 

Minorca. 

*  As  to  Germany,  he  faid,  it  wa?  a  wide 
field;  a  tedious  and  lengthened  confidera- 
tion,  including,  the  interefts  of  many  hoftile 
powers;  fome  of  them  immediately,  and 
others  eventuaflly,  connected  with  Great 
Britain.     There  might  fometimes  be  policy* 

in 


OP  THE  EARL  OF  CHATHAM.  409 

in  the  conftru6lion  of  out  meafures,  to  con.  xxinf' 
fult  our  infulaV  fituation  only.  But  while  """^^^ 
we  had  France  for  our  enemy,  it  was  a  fcene 
to  employ,  and  to  baffle  her  arms.  .  Had 
the  armies  of  France  not  been  employed  in 
Germany,  they  would  have  been  tranfported 
to  America,  where  we  fliould  have  found  it 
more  difficult  to  have  conquered  them, 
And  if  we  had  fucceeded,the  expence  would 
have  been  greater.  Let  any  one,  he  laid, 
make  a  fair  eftimate  of  the  expence  of  tranf- 
ports  and  provifions  to  that  diftant  climate, 
and  he  will  find,  in  the  article  of  expence, 
the  war  in  Germany  to  be  infinitely  left 
thiaji  in  the  wilds  of  America.  Upon  this 
principle  he  affirmed  that  the  conquefts 
made  in  America  had  been  owing  to  the  em- 
ployment  of  the  French  array  in  Germany, 
He  feid,  with  an  emphafis,  that  America 
had  beep  conquered  in  Germany. 

'  He  owned  that  feveral  objeflions  had 
been  made  to  the  German  war.  He  thought 
theni  frivolous  and  puerile,  fa£lious  and 
malicious.  It  had  been  faid,  that  during 
twelve  months  aftef  the  Marathon  of  Min- 
den^  not  a  fquadron  of  fhips  had  been  fent 
to  make  any  firitifh  conquefts:  If  this  be 

true, 


*  • 
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xxuL  true,  will  any  man  fay  that  Franee  wquld, 
*^J^  the, day  before  the  battle  of '  Minden,  have 
made  thofe  humiliating  conceffions  (he  after- 
wards did  make  ?  To  what  but  her  ill  fuccefs 
in  the  German  war,  was  it  ov/ing  that  fhe 
fubmjtted  to  the  moft  mortifying  terms  in 
the  late  negotiation  with  M.  RuJJy  ?  Thefe 
fa6lsfp?akfor  themfelves;  and  from  tl\pra 
|t  appears  that  the  ceflions  offered  by  Fran4:e, 
during  the  late  negotiation,  which  will  al- 
ways be  remembered  with  glQry  to  Great 
'  Britain,  were  owing  to  our  perfeverance  in 
the  German  war,  and  to  our  obferving  good 
faith  towards  our  Protcll«mt  allies  or  th? 
(Continent, 

<  Other  obje£iions  had  been  made,  ^nd 
while  he  was  upon  the  fubje£l  he  would  take 
fiotice  of  them,  It  had  been  faid,  th?it  the 
French  fubfidies  do  not  amount  to  half  what 
we  pay.  The  fubfidies  which  the  French 
jitlually  pay  may  not,  but  what  they  pro- 
pxife '  mouTit  to  double.  They  fubfidize 
3v?4cn,  RufTia,  and  the  Swiffes,  feyeral 
Ita^an  flates,  and,  if  we  are  to  believe  ilxeir 
•  own  writprs,  even  the  Dane$ ;  thofe.  fubfi'^ 
^yt%  are  mpft,  or  all  of  than,  for  negative 
fervices,.    They  have  got  nothing  by  the 

Swedes ; 
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Swedes ;  they  have  got  nothing  by  the  Em-  chap. 
prefs  of  Ruffia,  though  fhe  has  got  a  great 
deal,  for  herfelf ;  they  have  got  far  lefs  by 
the  Emprefs  Queen,  if  we  except  the  ho-^ 
nour  of  having  buried  above  150,000  of 
their  beft  troops  in  Germany.  The  Wir- 
temburghers^  it  is  well  known^  have  refufecj 
to  ^rve^them;  the  Swifs  and  Italian  ftates 
cannot  ferve  them,  and  the  Danes  give  theni 
^ — a  neutrality, 

*  The  fubfidy  to  HefTe  had  been  arraigned, 
find  falfehood  had  been  added  to  malignity. 
But  it  ought  to  be  remeqnbered^  that  the 
treaty  with  ^leiTe  was  made  before  he  came 
into  offic^f  An  imputation  of  crime  to  him, 
for  pot  breaking  thalt  alliance,  came  with  at 
yery  ill  grace  from  them  who  made  it. 
They  blamed  him  for  confenting  to  pay  the 
Prince  of  Heffe  a  fum  of  money  for  the  da^ 
mage  done  by  the. French  in  his  dominions, 
He  was  aftonifhed  that  any  fet  of  men,  \^ho 
isirrogated  to  themfelves  the  diftindion  of 
friends  to  his  prefent  Majefty,  (hould  repre-? 
fent  this  circumftance  as  a  crime.  Can  a 
people,  J^e  afked,  who  jmpejiched  the  Tory 
miniftry  of  Queers  Ann^,  for.not  fupporting 
the  Cat^ai^s  ^t  an  expence  that  WQuld  have 

(:oft 
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^xxuu  ^^ft  ^^^^^  millions,  againft  their  King,  merely 
'Y^^  becaiife  they  were  our  allies — can  a  people 
who  unanimoufly  gave  ioo,oocl.  as  a  relief 
to  the  Portuguefe,  when  under  the  afflifting 
hand  of  heaven,  merely  becaiife  they  were 
pur  allies — can  a  people  who  indemnify 
their  American  fubjefts,  whoni  at  the  fame 
time  they  proteft  in  their  poffefiions,  and 
even  give  damages  to  their  own  publicans 
when  they  fuff'er,  though  in  purfuance  of 
our  own  a6h  of  Parliament — can  fuch  a 
people  cry  aloud  againft  the  moderate  refief 
to  a  Prince,  the  allv  and  fon-in-Iaw  of  Great 
Britain,,  who  is  embarked  in  the  fame  caufe 
with  Great  Britain,  who  is  fuffering  for  her, 
who  for  her  fake  is  driven  from  his  domini- 
ons, where  he  is  unable  Lo  raife  one  (hilling 
of  his  revenue,  and  with  his  wife,  thedaugb- 
ter  of  our  late  venerable  monarch,  is  re- 
duced to  a  ftate  of  exile  and  indigence? 
Surely  they  cannot.  Let  our  munificence, 
therefore,  to  fuch  a  Prince,  be  never  again 
repeated, 

*  It  had  been  exultingly  faid,  that  the 
prefent  German  war  had  overturned  that 
balance  of  power  which  we  had  fought  for 
in  the  reigns  of  King  William  and  Queen 

Anne. 
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Ann^.     This  aflertion  was  fo  far  from  hav-  xxni!^ 


mg  the  fmalleft  foundation  in  truth,  that  he  ^^ 
believed  the  moll  fuperficial  obferver?  of 
pubHc  affairs  fcarcely  flood  in  need  of  being 
told,  that  that  balance  was  overturned  fotig 
before  this  war  had  exiftence.  It  was  over- 
turned by  the  Dutch  before  the  end  of  the 
late  war.  When  the  French  faw  that  they 
liad  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the  Dutch, 
they  blew  up  that  barrier  for  which  our  Naf* 
Jans  and  Marlboroughs  had- fought.  The 
Louveftein  faflion  again  got  the  afcendency 
in  Holland;  the  French  monarchy .  again 
took  the  Dutch  republic  under  its  wings, 
and  the  brood  it  has  hatched  has — but  let 
us  forbear  ferpentine  expreflions.  Since  the 
time,  that  the .  grand  '  confederacy  againft 
France  took  place,  the  military  power  of 
the  Dutch  by  fea  and  land  has  been  in  a 
manner  extinguifhed,  v/hile  another  power, 
then  fcarcely  thought  of  in  Europe,  has 
ftarted  up — that  of  Ruflia,  and  moves  in 
its  own  orbit  extrinfically  of  all  other  fyf- 
terns ;  but  gravitating  to  each,  according  to 
the  mafs  of  attrafting  intereft  it  contains.^ — 
Another  power,  againft  all  human  expefta- 
tion,  was  raifed  in  Europe  -in  the  Houfe  of 
Brandenburgh ;  and  the  rapid  fucceffes  of 

his 
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^xxfu*  fervice;  but  could  we  iraag^ine  thatSpaifl^ 
^■Q^  who  in  a  very  (hort  lime  gave  him  but  too 
much  feafon  to  be  convinced  that  his  fufpi- 
cions  were  well-founded,  was  not  in  a  com- 
mon interefl  with  France;  and  that  the 
Swedes,  the  Genoefe,  and  even  the  Dutch, 
would  not  have  lent  their  (hips  for  hire? 

^  He  begged  pardon  of  the  Houfe  for  de- 
taining them  fo  long;  he  would  detain  them 
but  a  few  minutes  longer. 

'  The  defertion  of  the  King  of  Pruflia, 
whom  he  ftyled  the  moft  magnanimous  ally 
this  country  ever  had,  in  the  preliminary 
articles  on  the  table,  he  reprobated'  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms.  He.  called  it  infidious, 
tricking,  bafe,  and  treacherous.  After  amuf- 
ing  that  great  and  wonderful  Prince,  dur- 
ing four  months,  with  promifes  of  the  fub- 
fidy,  he  had  been  deceived  and  difappointed. 
But  to  -mark  the  inveteracy  and  treachery* 
of  the  cabinet  ftill  ftronger^  he  i«  felefted 
from  our  other  allies,  by  a  malicious  and 
fcandalous  diftin6iion  in  the  prefent;  articles. 
In  behalf  of  the  other  allien  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,  we  had  flipulated,  that  all  the  places 
belonging  to  them,  which  had  been  con- 
quered, 
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^uered,  fliould  be  evacuated  and  rtjlbred: 
But  with  refpeft  to  the  places  which  the 
French  had  conquered  belonging  to  the 
King  of  Pruffia^  there  was  ftipulated  evacu- 
ation only.  Thus  the  French  might  keep 
thofe  places  until  the  Auftrian  troops  were 
ready  to  take  poffeffion  of  them.  All  the 
places  which  the  French  pofl'efTed  belonging 
to  the  Eleftor  of  Hanover,  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick,  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe,  &c. 
did  not  amount  to  more  than  ten  villages, 
or  abbut  an  hundrcd  acres  of  land ;  but  the 
places  belonging  to  the  King  of  Pruflia 
they  were  in  poffeflion  of,  were  Cleves, 
Wefel,  Gueldres^  &c. 

'  Upon  the  whole,  the  terms  of  the  pro- 
pofed  treaty  met  ^ with  his  moft  hearty  dif* 
approbation.  He  faw  in  them  the  feeds  of 
a  future  war.  The  peace  was  infecure,  be- 
caufe  it  reftored  the  enemy  to  her  former 
*  greatnefsi  The  peace  was  inadequate,*  be- 
caufe  the  places  gained  were  no  equivalent 
for  the  places  furrendered.' 

He  was  fo  ill  and  faint  towards  the  endtof 

his  fpeech)  he  could  fcarcely  be  heard.     He 
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^  "  7^u   intended  to  have  fpoken  to  foine  points  rela- 
tive to  Spain,  but.he  was  unable. 


XX  r 


He  fpoke  near  three  hours;  and  when  he 
left  the  HouFe,  which  was  before  the  divi- 
lion^  he  was  in  the  greateil  agony  of  pain. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  by  a  very  large 
majority*. 


CHAP.     XXIV. 

Addreffes  on  the  Peace^^Mr.  Piit  againfl:  the  excijt 
on  Cyder — Lord  Bute  tampers  with  the  City  of 
London-^ Denies  it  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords^^Proved 
at  Guildhall-^A  Portrait — Loid  Bute  rejigns, 

^  * 

^xxnr!'  npHE  addreffes  to  the  King,  which  fol- 
•*•  lowed  the  parliamentary  approbation 
of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace,  were 
'^.obtained  by  means  equally  diflionourable 
and  corrupt.  There  was  one  inftance  where 
^he  feal  of  a  corporation  was  forged,  and 
more  than  one  where  it  was  felonioufly  ob- 
tained. The  city  of  London  refufed  to 
addhrefs,  althouglithe  fumof  fourteen  thou- 
iand  pounds  was  offered  to  complete  the 
Aew  bridge  at  Blackfiiars.    No  means  were 

left 
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Ifeft  untried  every  where  to  obtain  addrefles.  ^^xiv' 
The  Lord-lieutenants  had  begging  letters  S-v— ^. 
fent  them  to  uTe  'their  influence,  and  five 
hundred  pounds  fecret  fervice-money  were 
added  to  each  letter.  The  fum  of  five  hun- 
.dred  pounds  was  the  notorious  price  of  an 
addrefs.  Some  addreffescofl  a  much  larger 
fum.  The  fum  was  regulated  according  to 
the  importance  and  magnitude  of  the  place 
from  which  thfe  addrefs  was  obtained..  The 
corruption  without  doors  was  as  laviflias  it 
had  been  within.  Of  Bath,  in  particular^ 
being  the  city  Mr.  Pitt  reprefented,  the 
reader  will  fee  the  ,correfpondence  in  the  Ap-* 
pendix  P.  This  conduft  of  adminiftraitioil 
fexhibited  to  the  world  two  difgraCeful  things; 
One,  that  the  people  were  capable  of  being 
corrupted;  the  other,  that  the  King  was 
eafily  deceived.  The  former,  uiltil  this  pe<» 
riod,  might  have  feemed  improbable  ;  the 
-  latter  might  be  poffible^ 

m 

Mr.  Pitt  took  no  other  part  in  the  pro-  Mr.  ^nt 
~  teedinffS  of  this   feflion,   until    a  bill  was  IxTi^^^ 
brought  in   laying  a  duty  upon  cyder  and    m!  s. 
perry,  and  fubjefting  the  makers  of  thofe 
liquors  to  the  laws  of  extife.     He  oppofed     - 
t^is  bill  very  ftrongly,  upon  the  dangerous 

D  d  2  prece- 
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precedent  of  admitting  the  officers  of  excile 
into  private  houfes.  Every  man's  houfe  was 
his  caftle,  he  faid.  If  this  tax  is  endured, 
he  faid,  it  will  neceflarily  lead  to  introducing/ 
the  laws  of  excife  into  the.domeftic  concerns 
of  every  private  family,  and  to  every  fpecies 
of  the  produce  of  land.  The  laws  of  ex- 
cife are  odious  and  grievous^to  the  dealer, 
but  intolerable  to  the  private  ptrfon.  The 
precedent,  he  contended,  was  particularly 
dangerous,  when  men  by  their  birth,  educa- 
tion, and  profeffion,  very  diftinft  from  the 
trader,  become  fubjefted  to  thofe  laws*. 

Mr.  Pitt's  bon  mot  in  this  debate,  is  re- 
membered  for  the  mirth  it  occafioned. 

•  * 

Mr.  Grenville  fpoke  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Pitt^ 
and  although  he  admitted  that  the  excife 
was  odious,  yet  he  contended  that  the  tax 
was  unavoidable ;  government  did  not  know 
where  they  could  lay  another  tax  of  equal 
efficiency.  The  right  hon.  gentleman,  fays 
he,  complains  of  the  hardfliip  of  this  tax— 

•  The  principal  arguments  againft  thii  bill  may  be  feen  in  two 
Protefts  of  the  Lords— one  on  the  19th,  tlic  otlicr  on  the  30th  of 
March  1763,   , 


why 
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why  ctoes  he  not  tell  us  where  we  can  lay  ^xxiyf 
another  tax  inftead  of  it ;  and  he  repeated,  ^"T^e^ 
with  a  ftrong  emphafis,  two  or  three  times. 
Tell  me  where  you  can  lay  another  tax  / 

Mr.  Pitt  repfied,  in  a  mufical  tone.  Gentle 
/hepherd^  tell  vie  where. 

\. 

The  whole  Houfe  burft  out  in  a  fit  of 
laughter,  which  continued  fome  minutes. 

While  the  bill  was  pending,  the  corpora*  ^j.  Bat© 
tion  of  the  city  of  London  became  alarmed  ^hhth^ 
by  this  extenfion  of  the  excife  laws  to  pri-  Loodon. 
vate  houfes,  and  prefented  a  petition  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  againft  the  bill ;  at  the 
fame  time  Sir  Richard  Glynn^  told  Sir  John 
Phillips'^ ^  that  the  city  of  London  had  re- 
folyed  to  petition  every  branch  of  the  legif- 
lature  againft    the  bill.     Lord   Bute  was 
alarmed  at  the  threat  to  prefent  a  petition 
to  the  King ;  and  Sir  John  Phillips^  in  Lord 
Bute's  name,  aflured  the  gentlemen  of  the 
city  committee,  while  they  were  waiting  in 
the  lobby  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  at  the 


*  One  of  the  members  for  the  city  of  London, 
t  One  of  Lord  Bute's  confidents. 
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^xxfvf*  *i^c  t^c  petition  was  prefented  to  that 
Houfe,  that  if  they  would  withhold  their 
petition  to  the  King,  Lord  Bute  would  pro- 
mife,  and  engage  upon  his  honour,  that  the 
aft  fhould  be  repealed  next  year.  One  of 
thie  committee  anfw^ered  *,  "  Who  can  un- 
/*  dertake  for  Lord  Bute  being  roinifter  next 
"  year,  or  for  his  influence  over  Parlia-t 
^'  ment?" 

This  application  not  proving  fuccefsfuJ, 
a  card  from,  Mn  Jenkinfon,  hordi  But e^% 
confidential  fecretar)%  and  now  Lord  Lu 
vp'pool,  was  brought  in  the  evening  to  Sir 
yames.  Hodges,  town-clerk  of  the  city,  de- 
firing  to  fee  him  next  morning  at  Lord 
Bute's  houfe,  inSquth-Audley  Street^  upou 
particular  bulinefs.  Sir  James  went,  and 
was  introduced  to  L^rd  Bute  by  the  fecre- 
tary.  The  minifter  reqoefied  the  town-clerk, 
in  the  moft  anxious  and  prefling  manner, 
to  acquaint  the  gentlemen  of  the  city  com- 
mittee, that  if  they  would  not  pfefent  their 
intended  petition  to  the  King,  he  would  en- 
gage, and  did  then  engage,  to  obtain  a  repeal 
of  the  A6i  next  fellion.     Sir  James  returned 

♦  Mr.  Samuel  Freeman* 

.   '  '  into 
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jntd  the  city,  and  collefled  thft  committee  ^^xr/* 
at  his  office  in  Guildhall,  and  laid  before  ^"^^TT^ 
them  a  ftate  of  the  conference  he  had  had 
with  the  minifter.  The  committee  treated* 
the  promife  with  contempt,  faying  it  was  no 
more  than  a  repetition  of  the  fame  aflbrance 
which  had  been  made  to  them  the  preceding 
day  by  Sir  Jokn  Phillips.  The  petition  to 
the  Lords,  and  the  petition  to  the  King, 
were  prefented,  but  without  effeft. 

.  Lord  Temple  prefented  the  city's  petition 
to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  (March  28),  on  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  and  in  th^  courfe 
of  his  fpeech  upon  that  occafion,  mentioned 
the  circumftance  of  Lord  Butcs  tampering 
with  the  city  committee. 

Upon  which  Lord  Rule  got  up,  and  af-  ?^J{i^*j 
fured  the  Houfe,  "  Tjmt  the.  whole  was  a  ^^^•<^*- 
f  ACTious  lie/'  . 

V 

This  affertion  was  not  only  too  coarfe,  but 
too  ftrong,  to  p^ft  unnoticed. 

• 

The  corporation  of  the  city  of  London  ^'o^***  »* 

J-  1  rr-        1   1      1  .  .  GuildhalU 

immediately  aflembled  to  enquire  into  the 
Conduft  of  th^  town  clerk.    At  this  inquiry 

Pd4  Sir 


1763- 


i^j^  '  ANECDOTES  AND  SPEECHES 

^xxiv!'  ^^^  Jdvies  Hodges  acquitted  himfelf  to  thies 
fatisfaftion  of  the  whole  court,  by  a  candid 
and  fair  narration  of  all  the  preceding  fa6ls ; 
and  at  the  conclufion  he  voluntarily  offered 
to  verify  the  fame  upon  oath.  From  this 
inquiry  it  yfdiS  indifputably  clear  who  ma^ 
the  liar*, 

•  A  PORTRAIT, 
DRAfTN  IN  THE  YEAR  1776. 

TO  draw  a  cMra6ler  fo  much  beneath  the  honours  of  por* 
traiture,  would  need  apology,  if  th6  caprice  of  fortune,  in  a  fit 
of  ill -humour  again  ft  this  nation,  had  not,  by  giving  to  the  ori« 
ginal  a  fituation  for  which  Nature  had  never  defigned  him,  raifed 
l)iim  into  notice,  and  made  hi  pi,  in  the  confequences,  an  obje6t  ^ 
the  public  concern.  It  is  only  then  for  the  mofi  candid  motive  of 
a  public  utility,  to  atone  for  the  ignoblenefs  of  the  perfonage 
vvhofe  portrait  is  here  exhibited ;  faithfully  taken,  feature  by  fea- 
ture,  without  any  the  lead  caricature,  and  too  fatally  fulfilling  tt>e 
'  idea  of  a  favourite  without  merit. 

Conllitutionally  falfe,  without  fyftem,  and*  in  tlie  moft  capital 
points,  greatly  to-his  own  difadvantage,  fo  ;  being  in  fa£l  neither 
true  to  others  nor  to  himlelf :  Involved  by  the  neccffity,  of  h^s 
nature,  in  that  vicious  circle  of  bcingj  falfe  I  ecaufe  weak,  and 
weak  becaufe  falfe. 

Referved,  inward,  anddarkfome;  fequcdcred  in  fome  meafure 
from  fociety,  taking  covert  in  the  fliades  of  embowered  hfe,  as 
•  the  refuge  of  vanity  fro.ii  the  wounds  of  contempt.  Clandeftir.e 
without  concertlment — fad  without  forrow, — doi\ie(tic  wUhmitfa- 
nuliarity — haughty  without  elevation  ;  nothing  great,  nothing 
noble  having  ever  marked  his  chara^ler,  cr  ilkiftrated  his  conduct 
public  or  private.  Redncini^  every  thing  to  hi.s  own  ideas,  that 
itandard  of"  httlenefs,  tliat  mint  of  laUity.  Stubborn  without 
tinnnefs,  and  ambitious  without  fpiiit.  A  frigid  friend,  a  mean 
enemy.     Naufcoufly   bloated  with  a  (hipid,  rank,  quality  pride, 

^         without 
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Lord   Bute  J  finding  his  cabinet  divided  ^xxivT 
upon  almoft  every  queftion  that  came  before 

them ; 
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without  the  air,  the  eafe,  tlie  maancrs,  the  4ignity  of  a  gentleman. 

Ungenerous  without  any  very  ektraordinary  noie  of  avarice ;  but; 

rather  fo  through  that  poverty  of  head  and  heart,  from  which  lo 

metny  people  of  fortune  hug  themfelves  on   whkt  they  imagine 

favid  by  the  omillion  of  Tome  little  circiimdance  that  honour, 

,  ^kiftice',  or  tafte  ;^quired  of  them,  though  by  that  little  fo  faved 

the^r^  not  only  lofe  the  much  they  will  hav-e  iacrificed  to  their  various 

'•bje6ts  of  vanity,  |)ut  where  they  bcfpoke  admiration  find  no  re* 

l^urns  for  their  expence   but  jiift  cenfure  and  derifion.     And 

iurelyin  this  ppint  of  vulgar  error,  among  the  lo^v  underftandings 

in  high  life,  this  poor  man  Was  not  born  to  break  herd. 

Booki^  without  learning;  in  his  library  of  parade  as  infenfible 
and  uneonverfable  on  the  great  objects  of  literature,  as  one  deaf 
^nd  dumb  queftioned  on  a  concert  of  muHc ;  as  little  of  a  judge 
^a  blind  man  in  a  gallery  of  pictures.  A  dabbler  in  the  fine 
arts,  without  grace,  without  tade.  A  traveller  through  coun* 
fries  without  feeing  them,  and  totally  unacquainted  with  hisov^^n. 

In  a  dull  ungenial  folitude,  inuddling  away  what  leifure  he 
fnay  have  from  falfe  politics,  and  ruinous  counfels,  in  (luffing  hi$ 
porte-folios  with  penny  prints  and  pretty  pifhires  of  coloured 
Hmples,  thofe  gazing*traps  of  Hmpletons,  and  garnifliing  hk 
]uiickflackatpry  with  mechanical  toys,  baubles,  and  gimcrack^^ 
pr  varying  his  nonfenfe  with  little  tricks  of  chemiftry,  while  all 
thefe  futile  puerilities  haye  been  rendered  (lill  more  futile  by  the 
gloom  of  a  folemn  vifagc,  ridiculoufly  exhibiting  the  preterm 
patural  character  of  a  grave  child.  Bagatelles  thefe,  which  it 
would  dpubtl^fs  be  impertinent,  ilHberal,  and  cyen  uncharitable 
to  mer^tion,  were  it  not  for  tjie  apprehenfiqn  of  his  having  in^* 
'^  fpircd  this  motl:  unroyal  tafte  for  trifles  where  it  could  not  exift, 
but  at  the  expence  of  a  time  and  attention,  of  which  the  nation 
jcould  not  be  robbed  without  capital  detrin^ent  to  it  j  a  circum* 
ftance  this,  that  muft  draw  down  a  ridicule  upon  his  mafter,  not' 
{pbeeafily  (haken  ofi',  and  as  much  morehurttul  to  aPrince  th^ii 

a  calumny 
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5xi^f*  th^m;  and  fearing  the  Du^e:  oi  Bedford'^ 
^-^j^r^  in^ignauOD^.whQ  w^  on  the  point  of  re- 
turning 

«  calumny  of  a  gcaTcr  nattu^,  as  contempt  is  ever  more  &talMo 
gorcrnment  than  evei^  fear  or  h9t(ed. 

Too  unfhappily,  alas)  for  this  nat!on»  chance  h^d  tbrowA  this; 
f^egiou^  trifiei  into  a  family  whom  his  doaie^c  ftreights  hsd 
|»voiirab]y  difpoCed  towards  hini«  Hew  he  maintained  aiK^  im-> 
proved  hi&  footing  into  a  pernicious  aiceqdant,  is  furely  beneatl^ 
cvnoffty.  So  much,  however^  it  would  be  uniair  to  fupprefs^ 
tbai  the  attack  oa  the  fame  of  his  political  maker '^,  was^  nocpniy 
tfeated  by  him  with  fuch  an  apathy  as  had  nothing  in  it  of  a  juiV 
^d  noble  cojntempt ;  hpt  to  cotfifinnmate  the  ingratitutle^  ooe  oi 
notorioitfly  the  firft  inftigators  of  the  fcan^alt  was  enrolled 
among  his  intimate  confidents  and  fupporters^ without  evien  this 
^eiag  the  only  appearance  afforded  by  him  of  ht^  not  herng  in£^* 
lately  difpleafed  at  the  currency  of  the  calumny. 

As  to  t]ie  royal  pupil,,  whj,  by  a  nuich  mifplaced  eon^encr^ 
£eU  under  his  management  at  the  ten (kr  age  of  fuiceptibiiity  of 
all  impreifiQns>  it  was  not  well  poliible  for  him  to  prevent  a  deep- 
tooted  partiality  for  achoice  manifeitly  not  made  by  him,  but  for 
liim%  In  raw,  unexperienced,  unguarded  youth,  pra^l?iied  upon 
by  an  intidious  iiudy  of  his  inclinations,  not  to  refliiyy  bitt'ro  go- 
T^m  him  by  them;  captivated  by  an  unremitting  attention  to  hu- 
mour, and  perpetuate  the  natiiral  bent  of  that  age  to  the  lighter 
obje^s  of  amufement ;  inftituted  to  an  implicit  faith  fi^  the  man 
who  littered  his  head  with  trifies,  and,  unable  to  corrupt  his 
heart,  oAly  hardened  it  like  his  own  againii  tlie  remonfirances  of 
true  greatnefs,  while  warping  his  uuderif adding  with  the  falfeft 
notions  of  nien  and  things,  and  efpecially  of  maxims  of  fiate,  of 
which  himfclf  never  had  fo  much  as  an  elementary  ide^;  thus  de- 
hvercd  up  to  fuch  a  tutor,  how  could  the  difciple  poifibiy  ek^ye 
'  iMch  a  combination  \  What  of  eii'eatiaily   wife  or  magnanimous 

*  Th«  writer  of  Tkt  North  Briton^  fcfpefting  the  Princefs  Dowager  of 
Wales, 

i  Lord  Talkoti  who  was  made  LorA  Steward  ^y  Lord  Bute, 
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-^  turning  from  Paris;  he  fettled  an  arrange-  ^xxiv! 
[.:  ment  in  favour  of  the  Duke's  friends,  and  ^^^63^ 

retired 


fpuld  he  learn  from  Aich  a  pedlar  in  politics  and  manners?  No 
one  caii  impai^  ^hat  himfelf  never  had.  Honour,  gratitude, 
dignity  of  fentiment,  energy  of  fmcerity,  comprchenfivenefs  of 
views,  were  not  in  him  to  inculcate.  Obftinacy,  under  the  ftale 
difguife  of  firmnefs ;  the  royalty  of  repairing  a  wrong  by  per- 
illing in  it,  the  plaufible  decehcies  of  private  life,  the  petty  mo- 
ralities, the  jninuteneiTes  of  public  arrangements,  thi^  preference 
pf  dark  juggle,  myftery,  and  low  artifice,  to  the  frank  open  fpi- 
rit  of  government ;  the.  abundant  iufiicjency  of  the  abfeace  of 
greit  vices,  to  atone  for  the  want  of  great  virtues;  a  contempt 
of  reputation,  and  efpecially  that-  execrable  abfurdity  in  the  fovtf* 
reign  of  a  free  people,  the  negle^  of  popuhrity ;  were  all  tha$. 
the  haplefs  pupil  could  polfibly  learn  from  fuch  a  preceptor. 
Moulded  by  fucli  ^n  eternal  tutorage,  'imperceptibly  formed  not 
to  govern,  but  to  be  governed;  and  from  being  the  lawful  pof- 
feflbr  of  a  great  empire,  converted  into  tlie  being  himfelf  the 
property  of  a  little  Iilly  fubjefl ;  flolen  thus  away  from  himfelf^ 
ivliat  remains  for  us  but  ardently  to  pray  that,  before  it  is  toe 
late,  he  may  be  reiiored  to  himfelf;  that  he  may  at  length  enter 
into  the  genuine  fp'trit  of  royalty,  afiume  the  part  he  was  born  to 
and  have  a  chara^r  of  his  own  :  May  he  quit  a  borrowed  dark- 
nefs  for  native  light,  never  niore  tp  exhibit,  in  any  the  leaft  dcr 
gree^  the  copy  of  an  original,  whom  not  to  refemble  would  furelj^ 
be  the  honour!  Let  him  give  'us  the  fovereign  himfelf,^aot  the 
favourite  at  fecond  hand,  or  what  is  flill  worfe  yet,  the  favourite'^ 
tommis  *  at  fecond  liand  1  And  in  this  deprecatioti  of  detriment 
{ind  diihonour  to  himfelf,  the^e  can  queltionlefs  be  nothing  dif- 
loyal  or  difrefpe^ful. 

This  teftimony  of  a  genuine  fentiment  takes  birth,  too  naturally 
from  the  fubje6l  with  which  it  is  connedted  to  appecur  a  digreilion.; 
though  in  fuch  si  caufe,  and  in  fuch  a  crifis  of  tlie  times,  I  fliould 
^ave  judged  even  the  digreifivenefs  meritorious,  and  certainly 
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xxiv^  r^*^ir^d  ^^^^  ^^^  public  ftation  on  the  eighth 
day  of  April  1 763.     He  made  Mr.  Grenvilte 

his 


alone  the  bed  apology  for  a  portrait,  the  exhibition  of  whidiv 
from  any  motiye  of  piqiie  or  peribnaHty^  would  be  infiiutcly  be> 
aeaith  the  meaneft  of  daubers. 

Here  it  wohIcI  be  perfeiUy  infigniiicant  to  fearch  oiit  the  dif- 
liiiAioiyy  without  a  deference  to  the  public,  whether  or  not  the 
fttvoarite,  after  that  fcandalous  defertion,  whe»  he.  as  abje^% 
ihcaked  out  of  an  oileniible  office  iir  the  {^ate,  a&  he  had  arro- 
gafitly  ftruttcd  into  it,  retains  individually  by  hlmfelf,  or  by  his 
appointment  of  others,  the  power  of  contintfing  that  iniernai 
chaos,  into  which  he  from  the  iird  plunged  affairs,  at  the  tinie 
that,  through  his  cloudy  imfeecUlity,  it  fo  foon  thickened  i»  the 
clear  of  the  fairefl  horizon  that  ever  tantalised  a  coua)^  with  the 
promife  of  meridian  fplendour.     It  is'  enough  to  obferve^  that 
ilnce  his  having  delivered  up,  to  hb  own  parafites,  that  mailer 
whom  be  thus  made  the  center  of  their  paltry  cabals,  and  the 
prey  of  their  fordid  rapacioufnels*  it  appears,  at  leaft  from  tiie 
identity  of  fpiritleCsnefs,  of  infenfiDility  to  honour,  of  want  g^ 
plan,  and  of  the  total  dlforder  in  which  we  fee  things  for  ever 
Kmguiflung,  that  the  fame  deftruAive  impuUioiv  ftili   Aibfifts; 
while  none  could  collaterally  be  admitted  into  %ny  participation  of 
truft,  but  fuch  as  wquld  wiiUc  hard,  and  at  leaft  pretend  not  to  fee 
through  that  gFofe  illufion,  with  which  a  natural  delire   of  not 
appearing  to  be  governed,  might  blind  a  Prince,  without  impof- 
ing  on  any  *>ut  himfeif. — The  joke  of  holding  committees  with 
rei]pe6tive  minifters  of  departments  patTes  on  no  one.,     In,  vain 
•would  the  mafter  take  blame  upon  himfeif,  and  faShec errors  not 
his  own.    The  wires  of  motion  to  the  will  have  been  too  elumfily 
worked  not  to  be  feen,  however  they  may  not  have  been  felt. 
Add,  that  the  primary  caufe  may,. by  the  faireft  inveftigation^  be 
brought  home  to  that  unhappy  man  whom  chance  had  throw i^ 
into  a  channel .  of  power  to  do  much  good^  or  much  mifchief . 
The  laft  he  has  mechanically  done>  ^  without,  perhaps,  much 
i?ieaning  it,  coming  upon  the   fcene  with  abfoUitcly  every  thing 
in  his  favour,,  except  himfeif.    AH  prejudice  thejB.apart,  mark  in 

him. 
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likfucceffor*^  hoping  he  (hould,  by  that 
promotion,  appeafe  the  Duke's  cholen — ^ — 
It  was  immediately  (ignified  to  all  the  fo- 
reign minifters,  that  his  Majefty  had  placed 
his  government  iti  the  hands. of  Mn  Gren- 
ville^  Lord  Halifax,  and  Lord  Egremont^ 
and  as  foon  as  the  other  arrangements  were 
made  (the  particulars  oi  which  the  reader 
•will  fee  in  the  lift  of  adminiftrations  at  the 
end  or  the  work),  the  fefljion  was  clofed  on 
the  nineteenth  of  April. 

0 

It  was  upon  the  fpeech  delivered  at  the 
clofe  of  this  feffion,  that  The  North  Briton 
majde  thofe;  obfervations  which  drew  upoa 
the  fuppofed  author  an  illegal  and  vindictive 
exertion  of  all  the  power  and  malice  of 
goveTOment,     The  particulars  of  this  in* 
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}iim,  tokis  Prmce  a  tutor  without  knowledge^  a  minifter  withoat 
ability,  a  fay ou rite  without  gratitude !  the  very  anti-genius  of  po* 
litics;  the  jcark  of  Scotland;  the  difgrace  of  his  mafter;  thb 
defpair.  of  the  nation ;  and  the  dUdaia  of  hi(tory« 

,  •  When  Mr.  GrenviUe  was  appointed  fecretary  of  ftate,  he 
was  under  the  neceffity  of  foliciting  his  brother,  Lord  Temple^  to 
permit  him  to  be  re-ele£ted  for  the  town  of  Buckingham ;  and 
upon  his  promotion  to  the  treafury,  he  repeated  the  fame  a6t  of 
fupplication.  His  generous  brother  faid.  It  would  have  been  a 
difgrace  to  government  to  have  feen  the  King's  firft  minifter  4 
f9endicant  for  a  feat  in  Parliament. 


tcrefting 
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*xxfvf'  tcrcfting  affair  have  been  amply  ftated  iii 
^•^^5^  feveral  books.  In  Junius  s  addrefs  to  the 
King,  originally  publiftied  on  the  i2th  of 
December  1769,  are  thefe  \\rords,  "Thede- 
"  ftru6lion  of  one  man  has  beeii  for  many 
•'  years  the  fole  obje6£  of  your  government.'* 


CHAP.     XXV* 

Interview  between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Bute. — Ccn^ 
ferences  between  the  King  and Mr.Pitt.^^^reaty 
'  of  connivance. — Mr.  Pitt  at  Court. —His  Remark 
-•^Lord  Hardwicke\s  condnB. 

^xxv!*  17  -^^LY  in  the  month  of  Auguft  1763,  A 
^^y^  -*^  circumftance  happened  which  threw 
the  miniftry  into  fome  diforder  and  perplex- 
ity.— This  was  the  fudden  death  of  the  Earl 
of  Egremont.  The  miniflers  had  rendered 
themfelves  odious  to  the  nation  by  fupport- 
ing  the  meafures  of  the  late  ad minift ration, 
and  the  meafures  of  the  Court,  Jn  the  ppr* 
fecution  of  Mr.  Wttkes.  Notwithftanding 
Lord  Bute  had  recommended  them  to  their 
&tuation$,  as  the  bargain  of  bis  own  efcape^ 

yet 
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yet  he  grew  impatient  under  the  profcription,  c  h  a  » 
he  had  impofed  on  himfelf,  and  apprehend- 
ing that  their  removal  wt>uld  be  received 
with  fatisfa^lion  by   the   public,  he  fcized 
this  opportunity,  which  the   death  of  the 
lecretary  of  ftate afforded,  and  the  vacanc^ 
of  the  prelident^s  chair,  which  had  not  been     ' 
filleil  fince  the  death  of  Lord  Grmvilie^  to 
form  a  new  adminiftration ;   not  fo  much 
with  a  view  of  raanifeftin^'his  influence,  as 
of  effe^ing  his  emancipation.     He  fixed  his 
attention  on  Mr.  Pitt.     His  wifli  was  to 
form  9n  adminiftration  under  the  aufpice^ 
of  that  gentleman.     For  this  purpofe  he 
fent   Sir  Harry  Erjkine  to  Mr.  Alderman 
Beckfvrd^  foHciting  the  Alderman's  -intereft 
with^Mr.  Pitt,  to  procure  an  interview  Jor 
Lord  B'ute.     The  propofal  was  accepted,  intenri^w 
and  Lord  Bute  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt  at  his  Sik  "* 
houfe  in  Jermyn-ftreet,  on  Thurfday  the 
25th  of  Auguft  1763.    Lord  Hardwicke^  m 
a.  letter  which  he  wrote  to  his  foft.  Lord 
Royjion^  gives  the  following  account  of  this 
interview,  and  of  Mr.  Pit€%  two  conferences 
with  the  King,  which  took  place  in  confer 
quenceof  it^ 

"  Wi.ttoU 


Ms* 
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"  I  have  heard  the  whole  from  the  Duke 
6f  Nexvcci/lle,  and  oh  Friday  morning  de 
Jource  from  Mr.  Pitt.  It  is  as  flrange  as  it 
is  long,  for  I  believe  it  is  the  moft  extraordi- 
nary tranfadiion  that  ever  happened  in  any 
court  in  Europe,  even  in  times  as  extraor- 
dinary as  the  prefenti 

*'  It  began  as  to  the  fubftance,  by  a  naef- 
{age  from  my  Lord  B—e  to  Mr.  Pitt  at 
Hayes^  through  my  Lord  Mayor,  to  give 
him  the  meeting  ^nt;(2i^^ at  fome  third  place. 
This^iis  LordQiip  (Lord  B.)  afterwards  al- 
tered by  a  note  from  himfelf,  faying,  that 
as  he  loved  to  do  things  openly^  he  would 
come  to  Mr.  Pitt\  houfe  in  Jermyn-ftreet  in 
broad  daylight.  They  met  accordingly^ 
and  Lord  B — e,  after  the  firft  compliments^ 
frankly  acknowledged  that  his  miniftry 
could  not  go  on^  and  that  the  ****  was 
convinced  of  it,  and  therefore  he  (Lord  B.) 
defired  that  Mr.  Pitt  would  open  himfelf 
frankly  and  at  large^  and  tell  him  his  ideas 
of  things  and  perfom  with  the  utmoft  free* 
dom.      After  much  excufe  and  hanging 


back 
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back,  Mr.  Pitt  did  fo  with  the  utmoft  free-  ^"xv? 
dom  indeed,  though  with  ^  civility.  Lord  ^^"^^ 
B — e  heard  with  great  attention  and  pati- 
ence, entered  into  no  defence,  but  at  laft 
faid,  **  If  ^hefe  are  your  opinions,  why 
fhould  yop  not  tell  them  to  the  **•♦  him- 
felf,  who  will  not  be  unwilling  to  hear 
you  ?*"  How  can  /,  my  Loid,  prtjume  to 
go  to  the  ****,  who  am  not  of  his  council^ 
nor  in  hisfervice^  OAid  have  no  pretence  to  ajk 
an  atcdienceF  The  prefwnption  would  be  too 

great.    "  But  fuppofe  his .  M -y  fhould 

*'  order  you  to  attend  him,  I  prefume.  Sir, 
''  you  would  not  refufe;  it.''^    The  ****'^ 
command  would  make  it  my  duty,  and  J 
Jhould  certainly  obey  it. 

'^  This  was  on  laft  Thurfday  fe'nnight*. 
On  the  next  day  (Friday)  Mr.  Pitt  received 
from  the  ****  an  open  note  unjealedy  requir- 
ing him  to  attend  his  M — — y  on  Saturday  ^^i. 

noon,  at  the  Q 's  palace  in  the  Park.  In  •*^*^"«^ 

obedience  hereto,  Mr,  Pitt  went  on  Satur- 
day at  noon-day  through  the  Mall  in  his 
gouty  chair,  the  boot  of  which  (as  he  faid 
himfelf )  m?ikes  it  as  much  known  as  if  his 
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^xxyf*  name  was  writ  upon  it,  to  the  Q 


•*-•• 


palace.  He  was  immediately  carried  into 
the  clofet,  received  very  gracroufly,  and  his 
M— — — y  began  in  like  manner  as  his 
quondam  favourite  had  done,  by  ordering 
him  to  tell  him  his  opinion  of  things  and 
perfohs  at  large,  and  with  the  utmoft  free-, 
dom;  and  I  thihk  did  in  fubftance  makeHhe 
like  confeffion,  that  he  thought  his  prefent 
minifters  could  not  go  on.  The  audience 
lafted  three  hours,  and  Mr.  Pitt  went  through 
the  whole,  upon  both  heads,  more  fully  than 
he  had  done  to  Lord  B — <f,  but  with  great 
complaifance  and  douceur  to  tjhie  **** ;  and 
his  M—^y  gave  him  a  very  gracious  ac- 
cueil,  and  heard  with  great  patience  and 
attention.  And  Mr.  Pitt  affirms  that,  ia 
general,  and  upon  the  moft  material  poihts, 
he  appeared  by  his  mantier,  and  liiany  of 
his  expreffions,  to  be  convinced.  Mr.  Pitt 
went  through  the  infirmities  of  the  peace, 
the  things  neceffary  and  hitherto  rieglefted 
to  improve  and  preferve  it;  the  prefent 
ft  ate  of  the  nation,  both  foreign  and  do- 
meflic ;  the  great  Whig  families  and  perfons 
who  had  been  driven  from  his  Majefty's 
council  and  fervice,  which  it  would  be  for 
his  intereft  to  reftore.     In  doing  this  he  re- 

pcateci 
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peatcd  many  names,  upon  wliich.  his  Mr-y  .^xAf* 
told  him  there  was  pen,  ink,  9od  pgper, 
and  he  wifllcd  he  would  write  them  down. 
Mr-  Pitt  humbly  exculed  himfelf,  faying, 
that  would  be  too  mneb  for  him  to  take  up- 
on him,  and  he  might,. upon  his  memory, 
CKnxt  fbrne  material  peribns,  which  might  bp 
fubjea  to  imputation. '  The  ****  Rill  faid 
he  liked  to  hear  him,  and  bid  him  go  qq, 
Jjut  faid  now  and  then  that  his  honour  mujl 
be  confuked;  to  which  Mr,  Pii^  anfwered 

in  a  very  courtly  manner.     His  M ^y 

ordered  him  to  come  again  on  Monday, 
which  he  did  to  the  fame  place,  and  in  thie 
fame  public  manner. 

'  ^*  Here  comes  in  a  parent  hefis,  that  on 
Sunday  Mr.  Pitt  went  to  Claremont^-  and 
acquainted  the  D.  of  Ncwcajtle  with  the 
whole,  fully  perfuaded  from  tlije  ****V 
manner  and  behaviour,  that  the  thing  would 
do;  and  that  on  Monday  the  outhnes  of  the 
new  arrangement  would  be  fettled.  This 
produced  the  meflages  to  thole  Lords  who 
were  fent  for.  Mr.  Pitt  undertook  to  write 
to  the  Duke  of  Bevcm/ktresind  the  Marquis 
of  Rockingham,  and  the  Duke  of  Newcafilc 
tomyfelf. 

Eea  **But 
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^xxv.^*  *'  ^^"^  behold  the  cataftrophe  of  Monday*. 
The  **♦♦  received  him  equally  gracioufly ; 
and  that  audience  lafted  near  two  hours. 
The  ****  began,  that  he  had  confidered  of 
what  had  been  faid,  and  talked  ftill  more 

ftrongly  of  his  honour.     His  M y  then 

mentioned  Lord  horthumbtrland\  for  the 
treafury,flill  proceeding  upon  the  fuppoTition 
of  a  change.  To  this  Mr.  Pitt  hefitated  an 
objeftion — that  certainly  Lord  Northumber- 
land might  be  confideied,  but  that  he  flbould 
not  have  thought  of  him  for  the  treafur}\ 
His  M — • —  then  mentioned  Lord  Halifax 
for  the  tieafury. — Mr.  Pitt  faid,    Suppofe 

your  M ihould  think  fit  to  give  his  Lord^ 

fliip  the  paymaller*s  place.  The  ****  re- 
plied, ''  But,  Mr.  Pitt,  I  had  defigned  that 
^'  for  poor  G.  Grenville.  He  is  your  near' 
*^  relation,  and  you  once  loved  him.'*  To 
this  the  only  anfwer  made  was  a  low  bow. 
And  now  here  comes  the  bait.—"  Why," 
fays  his  M— — ,  "  Ihould  not  Lord  TempU 

•  Auguft  39. 
+  This  was  an  idea  at  fhat  time  fo  ftrangt,  that  it  could  not  be 
explained  unt  I  about  fix  or  leven  months  afterwards,  when  an  al- 
liance took  place  between  Lord  Nortbumbtriand's  eldeft  fon  and 
Lord  gute^s  ('auphter,  wh'^h  in  egbct  made  Lord  Nortbumhrian4 
a  part  of  Lord  Bute's  family,  and  which  feenis  to  have  been  at  this 
time  in  coatemplaf  ion. 

*^  have 
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'*  have  the  treafury  ?  You  could  go  on  then  ^  ^^^  ^^ 
"  very  well."  Sir,  the  per/on  whom  you jhall 
think  Jit  to  honour  with  the  chief  conduB  of 
your  affairs,  cannot  pojjibly  go  on  without  a 
treafury  conneded  with  him;  but  that  alone 
will  do  nothing.  It  cannot  be  carried  on 
without  the  great  families  who  have  fupported 
the  F^evolution  government,  and  other  great 
perfons  of  whofe  abilities  and  integrity  the 
public  have  had  experience,  and  who  have 
weight  and  credit  in  the  nation.     I Jhould 

only  deceive  your  M if  I  Jhould  leave  you 

in  an  opinion  that  I  could  go  on,  and  your 
M — • —  make  afolid  adminijlration,  on  any 
other  foot.  *'  Well,  Mr.  Pitt,  I  fee  (or  I 
fear)  this  won't  do.  My  honour'  i3  con- 
cerned, and  I  muft  fupport  it"— Ei^c. 
Jinita  eji  fabula.  Vos  valete,  but  I  cannot 
with  a  fafe  confcience  sidd  plaudite.  I  have 
made  my  fkeleton  larger  than  I  intended  at 
fir  ft,  and  I  hope  you  will  underftand  it. 
Mr.  Pitt  profefles  himfelf  firmly  perfuaded 
that  my  Lord  B —  was  filicere  at  firft,  and 
that  the  ****  was  in  earneft  the  firft  day ; 
but  that  on  the  intermediate  day,  Sunday, 
feme  ftrong  effort  was  made,  which  pro- 
dujced  the  alteration. 

Ee3  "Mr., 
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^"^1^  examined  upon  oath,  he  could  not  tell 
upon  what  this  negoliation  broke  off,  ivbe- 
ther  upon  any  particular  poiat,  or  upon  the 
general  complexion  of  the  whole. 

**  It  will  (Certainly  be  given  out,  that  the 
realbn  was  the  unrearonable  extent  oF'Mr, 

'  Pittas  plan— ra  general  rout ;  and  the  mino- 
rity, after  having  complained  lb  much  of 
profcriptiohs,  have  endeavoured  to  proFcribe 
the  majority.  I  afked  Mr.  Pttt  the  dired 
queftioh,  and  he  aflured  me  that,  .although 
he  thought  him felF  obliged  to  name  a  great 

^  qaany  perFon^  for  his  own  exculpation,  yet 
he  did  not  name  above  five,  or  fix  For  par- 
ticular places.  I  mull  tell  you  that  one  of 
theFe  was  your  humble  Fervant  For  the  pre- 
iident^s  place.  This  was  entirely  without 
my  authority  or  privity.  But  the  ****'s 
anfwer  was,  "  Why,  Mr.  Pitt,  it  is  vacant 
*^  arid  ready  For  Jhira,  and  he  knows  he  may 
*^  have  it  to-morrow  if  he  thinks  fit.'' 


I  corijeftured  that  this  was  Faid  with  re- 
gard to  what  had  pafled  with  poor  Lord 
Egremont,  which  made  me  think  it  necefFary 
to  tell  Mr*  Pitt  in  general  what  had  pafled 

with 
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Xvith  that  Lord  (not  owning  that  his  Lord-  ^  ^^^yf • 
Ihip  had  offered*  it  difeftly  in  the  ****'s  ^"^^^ 
nameV  and  what  I  had  anfwered>  which  he, 
in  his  Way,  much  commended. 

<«*  This  obliges  me  to  defire  that  you  will 
fend  by  the  bearer  my  letter  to  you,  which 
yoa  .were  tocofmmunicate  to  my  Lord  Lyt^ 
telton^  that  I  may  fee  how  I  have  flated  it  ' 
there,  for  I  have  no  copy:  ^ 

**  I  {hall  ndw  rjake  fon  laugh,  though 
fome  parts,  of  what  goes  before  make  me  .  ) 
meUncholy,  tp  fee  the  **^*  fo  committed, 
:and  his  M — * —  fubmitting  to  it,  <&;C.  But 
what  I  mean  will  make  you  laugh  is,  that 
the  minillers  ar^  fo  flung  with  this  admiflion/ 
thg-t  they  cannot  go  on  (and  what  has  paffed 
on  this  occafion  will  certainly  make  them 
lefs  able  to  go  on),  and  with  my  Lord  B — s 
having  thus  carried  them  to  market  in  his 
pocket,  that  they  fay  Lord  B —  has  attempt- 
ed \o  facrifice  them  to  bis  own  fears  and  ti- 
midity ;  that  they  do  not  depend  upon  him^ 


*  Mr.  C.  Ttrwffjbend*^  explanation  of  this  refufal  Was  in  thofe 

words  :  *«  Lord  Hmrdnvlcke  refufed  Lord  Egremom^s  otfer,  be*? 

*^  caufe  li€  thought  the  beft  of  tbs  lay  was  on  the  other  fide.** 

) 

jand 
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will  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  him. 
And  I  have  been  very  credibly  informed, 
that  both  Lord  Halifax  and  George  GrcnviLlc 
have  declared  that  he  is  to  go  beyond  the 
fea,  and  refide  for  a  twelvemonth  or  more. 
You  know  a  certain  Cardinal  was  twice 
exiled  out  of  France,  and  governed  France 
as  abfolutely  whilftfae  was  abfent  as  when  he 
was  prefent." 


To  the  preceding  ftatement  of  Lord  Hard- 
wicke,  it  is  proper  to  make  fome  additions. 
The  five  or  fix  other  perfons,  whom  his 
Lordfhip  fays  Mr.  Pitt  named  for  places, 
were  the  following : 

Lord  Temple  for  the  firft  Lord  of  the  trea- 
fury,  with  power  to  name  his  own  board. 

Mr.  James  Grenville  for  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer*. 

Himfelf  fecretary  of  ftate. 


*  He  wasTecond  brother  to  Lord  Temple.    He  was  a  man  of 
excellent  erudition  and  fine  underfianding.    When  Lord  Temple 
and  Lord  Chatham  differed  in  1 7669  he  adhered  to  Lord  Cbat- 
bam^  and  continued  in  that  attachment  to  the  death  of  his  Lord*  ' 
Ihin,  whom  he  did  not  long  furvive. 

Mr. 


/     » 


y  -   -ij 


i 


OP  THE  EARL  OF  CHATHAM. 


44^ 

XX  •/,  .  , 


Mr.  C  Townfkend  fecretary  of  ftatp,  with  ^ 
the  management  of  the  Houfe  of  Carnmojas,  ""^7^ 

'      Lord  Albemarle  at  the  head  of  the  array. 

Sir  Edward  Hawke  at  the  head  of  the  ad- 
mifalty,  '  , 

Qp  the  Sunday  between  the  two  confe- 
rences, certain  advice  was  given  which  broke 
off  the  negotiation.  Lord  Bute  bad  the 
inerk  of  ,bringing  it  on,  and  to  him  is  to  be 
afcribed  the  caufe  of  its  failure.  It  ^as 
fignified  to,  Lord  Bute  that  if  he  turned  out 
the  miniftry,  his  owii  impeachment  fliould  be 
the  conf  equence.  He  tdok  fright ;  and  again 
compounded  for  his  fafety.  But  the  mi-  cJST^ 
nifters  infilled  upon  his  quitting  London^ 
and  he  agreed  to  pafs  the  winter  at  his  new 
eftate  in  Bedfordfliire.  When  this  pro- 
fcription  was  fettted,  the  Duke*  of  Bedford 
took  the  prefident^s  chair,  Lord  Sandwich 
was  made  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  Lord 
£gmont  had  the  admiraky.  His  Grace 
taking  an  official  fituation,  the  adminiftra- 
tion  acquired  the  appellation  of  the  Duke:  ^ 
of  Bedford's  miniflry.  Lord  Melcombe's 
words  are  the  moll  proper  commentary  on 
this.  ^^  treaty  of  connivance,"  (as  Mr,  Pitt 
called  it) — ''  It  is  alljor  quarter  day  J* 
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^x^v^'       On  the  Wednefday  (Auguft  31)   fubfe 

^^^^^6^  qiient  to  the  laft  conference  with  which  his 

Mr.  Pitt  at  Majefty  honoured  Mr.  Pitt,  Lord^  Temple 

"^""^^       and  Mr.  Pitt  went  to  St.  Jameses  to  pay 

their  duty  to  his  Majefty  ;  they  were  both 

received  in  the  moft  gracious  manner,  and 

his  Majefty,  in  the  moft  obh'ging  terms,  faid 

^  to  Mr.  Pitt,  "  I  hope.  Sir,  you  have  not  fuf- 

*  fered  by  ftanding  fo  long  on  Monday.'^ 

Upon  this  occafion  Mr.    Pitt  faid  to  his 

friends,  **  His  Majefty  is  the  greateft  cour* 

"  tier  in  his  court/* 


His 

temark. 


Lord 
Hard- 
vrickc's 
COQdufl. 


Although  Lord  Ifardv)icke  and  the  Duke 
of  Newcajlle  affefted  to  be  well  fatisfied  with 
Mr.  Pitlfs  conduft  in  this  negotiation,  yet 
Lord  Hardwicke  was  very  defirous  of  a 
place  at  court,  and  would  certainly  have 
accepted  of  Lord  Egremon£s  offer,  if  he 
could  have  prevailed  upon  Lord  Bvie  to 
have  received  the  Duke  of  Ntwcciftle,  and 
two  or  three  of  his  Grace's  friends  at  the 
fame  time.  But  Lord  Egremont  would  not 
undertake  a  negotiation  with  Lord  Bute  for 
that  purpofe,  and  Lord  Hardwicke  could 
not  open  one  himfelf,  having  no  direft  com- 
munication with  Lord  Bute,  nor  any  often- 
fible  pretence  for  it,.     £ven  in  the  prefent 

defign 


> 
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iJefign  oF  making  ;(bme  alterations  in  the  ^^v5^ 
ihiniftry,  the  application  v;as  not  made  to  ^7X7* 
him,  but  to  Mr,  PzlL  From  motives  of 
policy  lie  concealed  .his  difapprobatibn  of 
this  preference  given  to  Mn  Pitt :  But  upon 
the  dificharge  of  Mr,  IViik^s,  by  the  chief 
juftice  of  the  common  pleas,  he  attended 
the"  levee  and  drawing-room^  accompanied 
by  the  Duke  of  Newc^Jlle^  and  a  few  of 
their  friends-  Finding  this  bait  not  to 
fucceed,  he  aftenvards  courted  favour  in  a 
ciicuitous  mode,  by  avowing  in' all  com- 
panies, his  opinion  to  be  totally  different 
from  the  judicial  judgment  of  the  chief 
Juftice ;  and  he  aftually  formed  a  league 
with  the  Duke  of  Newcajlle^  and  "others,  to 
decide  in  Parliament  that  the  chief  juftice 
had  done  wrong  in  releafing  a  member  of 
Parliament  from  confinement  for  a  libel, 
upon,  a  plea  of  privilege,  by  an. implied 
ceriTufe  in  a  vote,  declaring,  That  privilege 
of  Parliament  did  not  extend  to  a  libel. 
This  league  accounts  for  the  protefl  upon 
that  queftion  not  being  figned  by  the  Duke 
of  Ncwcajlk^  Lord  Hardzvicke^  Lord  Rock-^ 
ingham.  Lord  Sonds,  8cc. ;  for  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Lords  in  the  minority,  at  Devon- 
•fiiire-houfe^  to  fettle'  the  words  of  the  pro- 
left. 


\  _ 
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teft,  the  Duke  of  NewcaJlU  excufed  hirafelf 
'^^^  from  promifing  to  fign  it,  by  relating  this 
agreement  with  his  friend  Lord  Hardwicke, 
whaat  the  time  of  this  meeting  was  confined 
by  Ijcknefs,  and  who  died  about  three  months 
''       afterwards^ 


1763- 

Meeting  of 
Parliament 


CHAP.     XXVI. 

Meeting  of  Parliament. — Servility  of  the  Commons  ; 
of  the  Speaker. -^Verfatility  of  Parliament. — 
Vote  away  their  own  Privilege. — Torture  fer- 
mitted  at  Hanover. r^Royal  Apophthegm* — The 
^xxv?/  »  North  'Briton  voted  a  Libel. — Mr.  Pitt's  Speech 
againfl  the.  Surrender  of  Privilege. 

ON  the   fifteenth  of  November   1763, 
Parliament  met.     The  moment   the 
Commons   were    returned    to    their   own 
Hpufe^  from  the  Lords,  Mr.  Grenville  and 
Mr.  Wilkes  rofe  together.     Each  was  eager 
to  addrefs  the  Houfe :  Mr.  Grenville  to  de- 
liver the  commands  of  the  King — Mr.  Wilkes 
of  thV  ^    to  complain  of  a  breach  of  privilege.  ;  By 
'  the  fettled  forms  of  the  Houfe,  the  breach 
of  privilege  ought  to  have  been  heard  firft ; 
but  the  Speaker,  as  previoufly   direfted, 
'  pointed  to  Mr.  Grenville. 


OF  THE  EARi;.  OF  CHATHAM.  445 

The  reader  muft  have  perceived,  in  the  ^xxv5' 
courfe  of  thefe  fheets,  that  tlje  corruption  ^"7^ 
of  Parliament,  of ,  as  it  is  fafhionably  called, 
the  management  of  Parliament,  is  become 
an  indifpenfable  part  of  the  mechanifm  of 
government.      The  particular  fervility  of  of  the 
the  Speaker  has  been  noticed  feveral  times.  ^^^^^* 
— by  MT..Pitt  hirafelf,  in  his  fpeech  for  the 
repeal  of  the  American  Stamp  Aft. 


This  Parliament,  which  had  been  elefted  ^^^p^]^ 
while  the  Whigs  were  in  office — which  had  "*^"'' 
fupported  them,  and  deferted  them — which 
had  fupported  Lord  Bute,  and  deferted  him 
alfo — was  now  the  inflrument  of  the  Duke 
of^^^orrfandMr.  Grenvillc;  fuchmeafures 
as  they  found  neceffary  for  tKe  eftablifhment 
of  their  fituations,  this  Parliament  readily 
fupported.     This  Parliament  voted  away  its  votcaway 
own  privilege,  in  the  cafe  of  a  libel,,  at  the  ^Iriiik^'' 
requifition  of  the  minifter,  to  gratify  the 
King,  in  accelerating  the  punifhment  of  Mr. 
Wilkes^',  thereby  facrificing  not  their  own 

%  privileges 


/* 


Mr.  Wilkes  was  difchafged  from  clofe  imprifonment  in  the 
Tower,  on  account  of  his  privilege.  The  warrant  of  commit- 
xncnt  was  not  held  to  be  illegal.  A  ^nember  of  Parliament  may 
therefore  be  committed  for  a  libel  Ifjefore  trial ;  and  whether  a 
paper  be  a  libel  or  oot^  is  a  matter  of  difcretion  in  the  judgment 

of 
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^xx\f^  privik^es  o;iIy,  but  thofe  of  their  conf!i- 

Vrr^  tuents  and  poIkTity-  The  ^Lords  adopting 
a  vote  of  this  fort  could  aff.  fit  only  them- 
fclvcs.     But   the  privileges  of   th^  Cona-  ^ 

«f  the  King,  Ris  nnuiiTe^s,  ©r   his  att<L"nH'y-£;«R«raL — A&d  »&"*«► 
'wUneiFt?,  a,n  expert  foiicitor  of  tbetreafury  can.  al'vays^  procure 
t^iem.  ^SoUvseat'e  tlx  '.vord>  of  J.^g£ra.aa  Sjfdiuy^f  tiui  **Ja(fe 
I  •*  'tt?iVj»«'Jt'*  ai;c  feiit  cut  to  circunii^ent  tfac  moft  einiiaenlt  ."acaj 

^  th«tribikn^sa7e  ftllecli  with  ^M»i?:r  parej^tt^f^  tkat'  b»  iridA  sxut^ 
**  cfcape,  Arc.     See  l>is  iXJcaurJn^^  ^poedi*.  f.  114- 

The  permlCTion  of  tlie  uie  of  the  Tortitre  in  liisIVliiciJy^Sf 
flgauQiosvs  in  Getn^anyy  wairld  net  be  credited  by  tlo^  EngliOs 
yeadnr*  of  a  Prince  of  the  Hou.e  of  ^Brv^fiMrick,  4i*i  not  tk^ 
&^  ilg^  upQU  ilie  un^nedionable  iiuilujnty  oi'  that  cekbcaied 
j^hiJaathropUly  the  late  Mir.  HaivArdf  wli^  gives  the  follow isig 
account  of  the  dreadful  pbce  i^  which  the  Ttin^i^iLfi  isadiriivl- 
tered  at  Brunlwlck : 

"  The  dedeai  is  by  fal'tera  S^s>  to  a  daerk  Jooi?a,  far  w^ich  ar« 
Ibme  of  th5  iadruiueaisof  toitivre  ;  thrmigh  this  Kooiti  is-  another 
perched  room  or  ceiiar,  i&  feet  by  i5«.  vecy  black  and.  dark. ;  ,as; 
%ae  end  is  a  bench  for  the  judge,  lawyer^  fecieta^y,  an4  furgeo*  % 
oppodte  them  is  a  table  for  caudles^  b"Boks^  &c^  Tht  prifones- 
who  fu&rs  the  toi  tutc,  the  -cxifcutioner,  and  Iiis  min,  aie  before 
%hcm.  This  is  done  about  midnight^  though  thethickoefs  of  the 
vails  (thcee  ieet^,  tlie  four' doors  (which  I  paired},-th€  diit  fioor,^ 
9Ad  depth  ur»tler  gvovuid,  mivli  prevent  the  moft  agonising  cries, 
trom  being  heurd  'any  where  but  m  that  Koom.  I  faw  all  the 
reniainiiig^  engines  of  torture,  which  are  kept  at  the  executioner^s 
houfe.  He  fcenicd  with  pleafureio  Qu:w  the  mode  of  appLcatioa 
tin  the  ftr^y  lecoiKi,  and  la'l  queftiqn  ;  and  very  readily  anfweced 
.  any  inquiries,  kai'iag  been  fe^veral  years  in  that  acQupathn  aH 
Hanover^  tliough  here,  he  faid,  he  had  only  beheaded  four  or 
iSve.  On  alking  if  nothing  was  put  into  the  tortured  perfon's 
Qiciiith,  as  1  had  in  iome  places  feeu>  he  rephed^  **  No,  the- 
Cfiiaburgh  executioner  thinks  they  lifter  lefs  j  and  oa  liis  dtfcrib* 
hig  iouie^of  tlie  modes  of  torture  (which  the  wit  of  devils  and 
jfuen  had  invented),  he.  laid,  **  Sir,  the  Ofuajjur^li-  tortuire  is 
tjliy.  riider.*^ 
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mens  are  connefted  with  the  rights  of  the  ^^^P- 
people.     One  canned  be  facrificed  without  ^^^^jQy' 
injuring  the  other.      As  the  matter  now 
Hands,  any  obnoxious  member  or  members 
may  be  eafily  got  rid  of.— *-The  King  or  his 
minifter  has  only  to  charge  him,  or  them, 
with  being  the  author  or  pijblifher  of  a  hbel ; 
or  ifflcither  King,  nor  minifter,  chufes  to  be 
feen  in  it,    they  can  order  the   attorneys- 
general  to  do  it  by  his  information  ex  officio^ 
When  Charles  the  Firft  wanted  to  feize  the 
five  members,  he  was  too  precipitate.    Had 
he  taken  the  modern  mode,  he  would  have 
fucceeded.     It  is  related,  as  one  of  the  royai 
apophthegms,  that  his  Majefty,  fpeaking  of 
CkarUs  the  Firft,  faid,  He  was  a  good  Kin^^  i^^^,^ 
a  good  King^  but  did  not  know  how  to  govern  tC/m'  ^ 
^  a  Parliament. 

Mr.  Grenville  having  delivered  the  King*s 
meffage,  ftatingithat  his  Majefty  had  caufed 
Mr.  Witkes  to  be  apprehended  and  lecured, 
for  writing  a  libel,  and  that  he  had  been  re-r 
leafed  on  his  priviiege,  &c.  the  Houfe  took 
this  matter  injlantly  into  confideration,  and 
voted  an  addrefs  of  thanks;  for  his  Majefty 's 
gracious  communication.  The  ufual  ^ad- 
^refe  in- reply  to  the  fpeech  op  opening  the 

feflion, 


* 


XXVi. 


^ " 


4^8  ANTECDOTES  AND  SPEECHES 

CHAP.  fcfJJon,  was  not  mendonrd  this  day;  and 
Mr.  Wilkes's  complaint  of  a  breach  of  prr- 
vflege,  by  the  imprifonment  of  his  perlbn, 
plundering  his  houfe,  and  feizinghk  papers, 
was  put  off  to  the  twrcnty-thirxl. 

ifnC"^fd';  The  Houfe  immediately  voted  The  Nartk 
Briton  a  libel,  although  it  was  one  of  their 
own  effential  privileges  ahvavs  to'  treat  the 
King's  fpeech  as  the  fpeech  of  the  minifter* 

The  right  of  either,  or  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament,  to  declare  any  paper  a  libel, 
which  is  to  be  tried  by  another  jarifdi6lk>n, 
may,  in  fome  future  day,  become  a  quef- 
lion*  Smrh  a  declaration  is  undoubtedly  a 
pre-jucjgment  of  the  paper,  and  cannot  fail 
obtaining  an  influence  on  the  minds  of  the 
jury  who  are  to  try  the  caiife. 

Speech  a-*      On  thc  twcnty-third  of  November  Mr. 
Airrcnder    Wilkcs's  coir.pbint  of  a  breach  of  privilege 

of  privi-  .     ^  r  O 

^^v  c     was  taken  into  confi deration  ;  when  u  was 

refolved,  That  privilege  of  Parliafnent  did 

not  extend  to  the  cafe  of  writing,  or  publifla- 

ing  a  libel.     On  this  day  Mr.  Pitt  attended, 

although  fo  feverely  afflifted  with  the  gout, 

he  was  obliged  to  be  fupported  to  hi&  feat. — 

He 


xj6g% 
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Hfe  Tpoke  ftrongly  againft  this  furrender  of  xxvi5* 
the  privilege  of  Parliament^  as  highly  dan- 
gerous to  the  freedom  of  Parliament,  and 
an  infringement  on  the  rights  of  the  people. 
Noman,  he  faid,-  could  condemn  the  North 
Briton  more  than  he  did;  but  he  would 
come  at  the  author  fairly,  not  by  an  op6n 
breach  of  the  conftitution;  and  a  contempt 
of  all  reftraint.  This  propofed  facrifice  of 
privilege  was  putting  every  member  of  Par- 
liament, who  did  not  vote  with  the  mini- 
ile;r,  under  a  perpfetual  terror  of  imprifon- 
ment.  To  talk  of  an  abufe  of  privilege,  was 
to  talk  againft  the  conftitution,  againft  the 
very  being  and  life  of  Parliament.  It  waj 
an  arraignment  of  the  juftice  and  honour  of 
Parliament,  to  fuppofe  that  th6y  would  pro- 
teft  any  criminal  whatever.  Whenever  a 
complaint  was  made  againft  any  member, 
the  Houfe  coil  Id  give  him  up.  This  pri» 
vilege  had  never  been  abufed  ;  it  had  been 
repofed  in  Parliament  for  ages.  But  take 
away  this  privilege,  and  the  whole  Parlia- 
ment is  laid  at  the  mercy  of  the  crown.— 
This  privilege  having  never  bjgfin  abufed, 
why,  then  is  it  to  be  voted  away?  Parlia- 
ment, he  faid,  had  no  right  to  vote  away 
its  privileges,  '  They  were  the  inherent 
Vol.  I.      .  F  f  right 
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^xxv.^'  ^^g^'  ^f  ^^^  fucceeding  members  of  that 


Houfc,  as  well  as  of  the  prefent ;  and   he 
doubted  whether  the  facrifice  made  by  that 
Houfe  was  valid  and  conclufive  againft  the 
claim  of  a  future  Parliament.     With  refpe£l 
to  the  North   Briton,  which  had  given  a 
pretence  for  this  requeft  to  furrender  the 
privileges  of  Parliament,   the   Houfe   had 
already  voted  it  a  libd — he  joined  in  that 
vote.     He  condemned  the  whole  feries  of 
North  Britons;  he  called  them  illiberal,  un- 
manly^  and  deteftable.     He  abhorred  all 
national  reflexions.     The   King's  fubjefts 
were  one  people.     Whoever  divided  them 
was  guilty  of  fedition.     His  Majefty's  com- 
plaint was  well-founded,  it  was  juft,  it  was 
neceffary.     The  author  did  not  deferve  to 
be  ranked  among  the  human  fpecies — he 
was  the  blafphemer  of  his  God,  and  the  li- 
beller of  his  King.     He  had  no  connexion 
with   him.     He  had  no  connexion   with 
any  fuch  writer.     He  neither  alfociated  nor 
communicated  with  any  fuch.     It  was  true 
that  he  had  friendftiips,  and  warm  ones; 
he  had  obligations,  and  great  one§  ;  but  no 
friendftiips,   no  obligations,    could  induce 
him  to  approve  what  he  firmly  condemned. 
It  might  be  fuppofed  that  he  alluded  to  his 

aoble 


I 
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hoble  relation  (Lord  Temple).  He  was  ^^xvu 
proud  to  call  him  his  relation  ;•  he  was  his 
friend,  his  bofom  friend,  whofe  fidelity  was 
as  unfhaken  as  his  virtue*  They  went  into 
office  together,  and  they  came  out  together; 
they  had  lived  together,  and  would  die  toi 
gethen  He  knew  nothing  of  any  connefc- 
tioii  with  the  writer  of  the  ^ibel.  If  th^sre 
fubfifted  any,  he  was  totairy  unacquainted 
with  it.  The  dignity,  the  honour  of  Par- 
liament had  been  called  upon  to  fupport  and 
prote61:  the  purity  of  his  majefty's  character; 
and  this  they  had  done,  by  a  ftrong  and 
decifive  condemnation  of  the  libel,  which 
his  Majefty  had  fubmitted  to  the  conlidera^ 
tion  of  the  Houfe.  But  having  done  this, 
it  was  neither  confiflent  with  the  hono«r 
and  fafety  of  Parliament,  nor  with  the  rights 
and  iuterefts  of  the  people,  to  go  one  ftep 
farther.  The  reft  belonged  to  the  courts 
below. 

When  he  had  finifhed  fpeaking,  he  left 
the  Houle,  not  being* able  to  ftay  for  the 
divifion. 


'X 
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CHAP,    xxvir. 

Prince  of  Brunfwick  vijiis  Mr.  Pitt  at  Hayes. — 
Anecdote  coTueming  him. — Motion'  concerning 
General  Warrants. — Mr.  Pitt's  Speech  agaivji 
them. — Mr.  C,  Town/kcnd's  Bon  Mot. 


xxviL   TN  the  month  of  January  1764,  the  here- 
^  dkary   Prince  of   Brun/wtcA  came   to 
England,  to  efpoufe  the  Princefs  Augiijia, 
iStoiE^'the  Kings  lifter.      When  the  ceremonies 
wereended^  he  paid  a  vifit  to  Mr.  Pitt,  who 
,  was  confined  to  his  chamber  by  a  fevere  fit 
of  the  gout,  at  his  feat  at  Hayes  in  Kent. 
.  This  vifit  was  very  far  from  being  agreeable 
at  St.  James's.     The  Prince  was  juft  come 
.from  Berlin;  and  whether  the  conje6lure 
.  was  well  founded,  or  nOt,  that  he  carried  a 
complimentary  mefTage  from  the  King  of 
Prtt/jia  to  Mr.  Pitt,  the  vifit  at  leaft  fhewed 
the  high  eftiraation'  in  which  Mr.  Pitt  was 
held  by  the  Prince,  by  the  King  o{  Briiffia, 
and  his  allies,  who  at  this  time  were  Ruffia 
and  Poland^    while  we  were  without  any 
ally ;  and  the  great  minifter  of  this  country, 
who  had  condufted  the  Jate  war  with  fo 

much 
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*  There  is  a  drciimftance  concernrng  this  Pnnce,  which  feems 
to  infinuate,  that  the  effects  of  this  vifit  v^erc  not  confined  to  an 
embarkation  in  ftormy  weather.  When  General  Sp^etltn  died, 
the  Duke  of  Brun/uutick  fohcitcd  to  fiiccecd  hiui  in  the  command. 
at  Hanover ;  and  from  his  having  bdiaved  very  >j;allant!y  m  the 
Briti(b  fervice,  aikl  having  married  «the  King's  fifter,  every  body 
in  Germany  and  £ng1and  thuugi.t  his  claim  fo  juil>  he  niiift 
xmdoubtedly  be  appointed  ;  but  the  Queen's  brotlier,  a  jauth  at 
that  timej^  was  preferred  to  him> 


Another  inftancc  of  the  Queen's  influence  has  be?n  flated  tobe» 
the  payment  of  her  brother's  ocbrs  (the  Di.ke  of  Micklftflmrgbji 
foon  after  which^  bis  MajVfty  applied  to  Parliameat  for  the  pay* 
ment  of  his  own  debts;  or  in  the  Parliamentary  Lngiiage^todif*' 
flurgethe  arrears  of  his  Civil  I^(i, 
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mjich  hotaoor  to  himfelF,  ^nd  advantage  to  ^xxv,^; 
the  Nation,  was  profcribed  at  Coori,  s^nd 
deferted  in  Parliament.  He  was  retired  t6 
Hayes — to  his  ability,  glory,  and  integrity — 
where  this  young  Prince  ditiinguilbed  him, 
by  the  moft  gracious  .marks  of  efteem  and 
aiFeftion,  filled  with  fentinients  wbicli  were 
known  to  be  thofe  of  the  King  of  Pfuffia^ 
and  the  Emprefs  of  the  North.  After  this 
circumftance,  his  Serene  Highnefs  did  not 
experience  the  moft  cordial  reception  in  the 
Britifh  Court,  and  he  was  permitted  to  em- 
bark for  the  Continent,  in  a  very  dangerous 
9nd  tempelluous  feafon  *. 

Ff3  ,  Oil 
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^xxYfi.  ^^  '^^  fourteenth  of  February  1764,  Sir 
PT,.  Meredith  raoved,  <•  That  a  General 
"  Warrant  for  apprehending  and  feizing 
Gc"nerT/°*  "  ^^^  authors,  printers,  and  publifhers  of  a 
Wirranu.  «  feditjpus  libcl,  together  with  their  papers, 
^^  is  not  warranted  by  law."  Seconded  by 
Sir  G,  Savile.  Although  the  Conftitution, 
.the, law  of  the  land,  common  fenfe,  ind  the 
true  principles  of  juftice,  all  united  in  coa- 
demning  a  General  Warrant;  yet  all  the 
Law  Officers  of  Government,  •all  the  fub^ 
altern^  of  the  Miniftry,  all, the  people  who 
called  themfelves  King'j  Friends,  and  ail 
whom  thefe  could  command  or  influence, 
pertinacioufly  defended,  not  indeed  the 
legality,  for  that  was  impoffible,  but  the 
necejjiiy  of  the  Government  pofleffing  a 
power  to  iflue  thefe  warrants  whenever  the 
•  Secretary  of  State  in  his  difcretion  fhould 
think  fit.  The  debate  havirig  continued  all 
night,  was  adjourned  to  the  levnteenth. 

Mr  pues  ^^  ^^  adjourned  debate,  Mr,  Pitt^ 
?!fnft  being  ablp  to  attend,  fpoke  in  favour  of  the 
jmotion.  *  He  began  with  obferving,  that 
all  which  the  Crown  had  defired,  all  which 
Minifters  had.wifhed,  was  accomplifhed  in 
the  conyiftion  and  ei^pulfion  of  Mr.  Wi^s ; 

It 
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it  was  now  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  do  ^yif; 
juftice  to  the  Nation,   to  the  Conftitution,  ^'"^ 
and  to  the  Law.     Minifters  had  refufed  to     * 
lay  the  warrant  before  the  Houfe,  becaufe 
they  were  confcious  of  its  illegality.     And 
yet  thefe  Minifters,  he  faid,  who  affefted^fo 
much  regard  far  Liberty  and  the  Confllitu- 
tion  are  .ardently  defirous  of  retaining  for 
themfe]ves,arid  for  their  fucceifors,  a  power 
to  do,  an  illegal   a6l.     Neither  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown,  nor  the  Minifter 
himfelf,  had  attempted  to  defend  the  legality 
of  this  warrant.,    Whenever  goaded  upon 
the  point,  they  had  evaded  it.     He  therefore 
did  not  hefitate  to  iay,  that  there  was  not  ^ 
man  to  be  found  of  fufficient  profligacy  to 
defend  this  warrant,  upon  the  principle  of 
legality.    It  was  no  juftification,  he  faid, 
that  General   Warrants   had  been   iffued. 
Amongfl  the  warrants  which  were  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  to  Ihew  the  praftice  of 
office,  there  were  two  which  had  been  iffued 
by  himfelf;  but  they  were  not  againfl  libels. 
One  was,  for  the  feizure  of  a  number  of 
perfons  on  board  a  fhip  going  to  France  ; 
the  other  for  apprehending  the  Count  de 
St.  Gerrnqin^  a  fufpefted  foreigner ;  and  both 
in  a  time  of  war  with  France.    Upon  iffuing 

rf4       *  the 
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xxviL  *^^  latter  warrant,  he  confulted  his  friend 
^^^!^  the  Attorney  General  (who  was  afterwards 
Lord  Camden),  who  told  him  the  warrant 
would  be  illegal,  and  if  he  iffued  it  he  muft 
take  the  confcqiiences  ;  neverthelefs  prefer- 
ring the  general  fafety,  in  time  of  war  and 
public  danger,  to  every  perfonal  confidera- 
tion,  he  run  the  rifk,' as  he  would  of  his 
head,  had  that  been  the  forfeit,  upon  the 
like  motive,  and  did  an  extraordinary  a6l, 
againfl  a  fufpicious   foreigner,  juft   come 
from  France ;  and  who  was  concealed  at 
different  times,  m  different  Jioufes.     The 
real  exigency  of  the  cafe,  of  the  time,  and, 
the  apparent  necelfity  of  the  thing,  would, 
in  his  opinion,  always  juflify  a  Secretary  of 
State,  in  every  extraordinary  a6l  of  power, 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  there  was  no  neceffity 
for  a  General  Warrant.     Miniflers  knew  all 
the  parties.     The  plea   of  neceffity  could 
not  be  urged  ;  there  was  no  pretence  for  it. 
The  nation  was  in  perfc6l  tranquility.     The 
fafety  of  the  State  was  in  no  danger.     The 
charge  was,  the  writing  and   pubiif^ing'a 
libel.     What  was  there  in    this  crime,  fo 
henious   and    terrible,    as   to   require   this 
formidable  inftrument ;  which,  like  an  in- 
undation of  water,  bore  down  all  the  bar- 

i 
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riers  and  fences  of  happinefs  and  fecurity  ?  ^xxvrf; 
Parliament  had   voted  away  its   own  pri-  '    v   ' 
vilege,  and  laid  the  perfonal   freedom  of 
every  reprefentative  of  the  nation,  at  the    ^ 
mercy  of  his  Majefty's  Attorney  'General* 
Did  Parliament  fee  the  extent  of  this  fur- 
render,  which  they  had  made  ?  Did  Parlia- 
merit  fee  that  they  had  decided  upon  the 
unalienable   rights  of  4he  people,  by  fub- 
fe6ling  their  repi^fentatives  to  a  reftraint  of 
their  perfons,  whenever  the  Minifters  or  tlie 
Attorney  General  thought  proper  ?    The 
extraordinary  and   wanton  exercife  of  an, 
illegal  power,  in  this   cafe,  admits  of   no 
juftification,   nor  even  palliation.     It   was    .     , 
the  indulgence  of  a  perfonal   refentment 
againft  a  particular  perfon :  And  the  con- 
demnation of  it  is  evaded  by  a  pretence  that 
isfalfe,  is  a  mockery  of  juftice,  and  an  im* 
pofition  on  the  Houfe.  -    We  are  told  that 
this  warrant  is  pendente  lite;  that  it  will 
xrome  under  judical  decifion,  in  the  deter^ 
minatiorjs  of  the  Court  on  the  bills  of  ex- 
ception ;   and,   therefore,   that  Parliament 
ought  not  to  declare  any  judgment  upon 
the  fubjeft.    In  anfwer  to  this,  he  faid,  that 
whenever  the  bills  of  exceptions  came  to 
be  argued,  it  would  be  found,  that  they 

turned 
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%^^n.'  turned  upon  ether  points/  Upon  ot/Bet 
^^r*  points,  he  repeated.  He  was  confident  in 
his  aflertion.  He  concluded  with  faying, 
that  if  the  Houfe  negatived  the  motion, 
they  would  be  the  difgrace  of  the  prefent 
age,  and  the  reproach  of  pofterity ;  who, 
after  facrificing  their  own  privileges,  had 
abandoned  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft,  upon  a 
pretence  that  was  wilfully  founded  in  error, 
and  manifeltly  urged  for  the  purpofe  of 
delufion/ 

Upon  a  motion  being  mad^  for  adjourn- 
.  ing  the  debate  for  four  months,  the  num- 
^     bers  were  234  for  the  queftion,  and    220 
againft  it. 

The  Right  Hon., Charles  Townjhend,  who 
at  this  time  was  in  oppofition  to  the  miniftry, 
faid.to  Mr.  Pitt  as  they  entered  the  Houfe, 
that  they  fhould  be  in  the  majority  that 
pight.  It  was  certainly  his  opinion  ;  for  he 
faid  afterwards  to  fe  veral  of  his  friends,  that 
he  was  confident  they  went  into  the  Houfe  a 
majority;  but  that   Lloyd "^^  who  had  the 

*  Mr.    CbarUs   Lhjd,    who  was  Mr.    Gtreni/lHe^s    pri'vat^ 
Secrelaiy. 

Minifter's 
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Minifter's  private  pocket  book  *,  made  con-  ^^^J^^ 
verts  before  the  divifion,  J^^XJi 


It  was  in  the  adjourned  debate  that  one 
of  Mr.  Townjhend^  happy  bon  mots  was 
_  delivered.  The  Matter  of  the  Rolls,  af 
that  time  Sir  Thomas  Sewell^  who  ufljally 
fat  in  the  Houfe  in  his  great  wig,  faid,  ia 
the  firft  debate;  \x\  favour  of  the  adjourn^ 
ment  from  the  14th  to  the  17th,  '^  That  fuch 

*  adjournment,  though  fliort,  would  afford 
^  him  an  opportunity  to  examine  his  books 

*  and  authorities  upon  the  fubjefl:,  and  he 

*  ftiould  then  be  prepared  with  an  opinion 
^  upon  it ;  which,  at  prefent  he  was  not.' 
Upon  the  fecond  debate,  he  faid,  '  That  he 

*  hiad  that  very  morning  turned  the  whole 

*  matter  oyer  in  his  mind  as  he  lay  upon  his 

*  <  pillow,  and  after  ruminating  and  CQnfider- 
^  ing  upon  it  a  good  deal,  he  could  not  help 
^  declarihg  that  he  was  of  the  fame  opinion 
^  he  was  before.'  Upon  ^which  .Mr.  C 
Town/kend^  ftarted  up,  and  faid,  '  He  was 
^  very  forry  to  remark.  That  what  his  Right 
^  Honou^rablefriendr had  found  in  his  night 

.  <  capi  he  had  loft  in  his  periwig^ 

•'  The  term  given  to  the  Miniaei's  pockft  Lift  of  bh  M«nbcrs, 
who  have  no  oftenfible  places,  but  have  ^wa/r  dpuccurs  given 
^  to  them  at  the  end  of  the  Seffion ;  and  fometimes  receive  an 
^ifitfafi rdihary  douceur  for  a  farticvilar  vote^ 
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CHAP.     XXVIII. 

Sir  William  Pynfcnt  leaves  his  fortune  to  Mr.  PiiL — 
Similar  intention,  of  Mr,  Hollis. — Prefent  ani 
Note  from  Warehara. — Pitt\  Diamond. — Kings 
illnefs  and  recovery — SeUkment  of  a  Regency. — 
Difputei  on  that  SubjeB. — American  Stamp  AS 
not  Mr,  Grenv2lte\ — Lord  Bute  refolves  to 
difmifs  the  Minijiers. —  Gets  an  Audience  of  the 
Duke  of  Cvanherland. — The  Duke  fends  f^r  Lord 
Temjfle. — Conference  between  them. — The  Dyih 
goes  to  Mr,  Pitt — Applies  to  Lord  LytieUon. — Leri 
Temple  and  Mr,  Grenville  reconcile^d.-^Obfcrva' 
Hon, — Mr»  Stuart  Mackenzie  difmiffed. — The 
King  fends  for  Mr.  Pitt, — Lord  Temple  fent  for. 
— They  refuft  the  Kings  offers.— Obfervation. — 
King*s  Friends. — C&nduSl  of  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford^ and  Lord  Liverpool. — The  Duke  of  Cu7Hr 

kerland  forms  a  new  Minijlry, 

» 

CRAP.  T^HE    fame  of  Mr.  Pitt's  charaaen  of 

his  public  virtue  and  great  talentvS, 
excited  no  lefs  the  admiration  of  all  inde. 
pendent  perfons  at  home,  than  of  princes 
and  potentates  abroad.  Although  profcrib- 
cd  the  Court  of  his  Sovereign,  he  main-? 
tained  a  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 
Although  his  Majefty's  Council  had  re- 
pudiated 
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ptidiated  his  advice,  and  the  reprefentarives  xxvinl 
of  the  nation  had  engaged  with  a  more  ^"^^ 
profitable    mailer,    yet  there  were    many 
perfons,  who  faw  no  difloyalty  to  the  King 
nor  difrefpe6l  to  Parliament  (themes  which 
are  conftandy  dwelt  upon  whenever  a  pro-- 
fcribed  perfon  is   popular),    in  continuing 
their  efteera  and   veneration  for  a   great 
charader,  of  exemplary  virtue  and  tinrivajled 
abiJities.  •  Amongft  thefc  was  Sir  WiUiam  s^xlsl^ 
Pynfent^  of  Burton-Pynfent,  in  Somerfet-  xoUur^ 
(hire,  a  Baronet  of  ancient  family,   and  a* 
iarge  fortune;    who  having  no   iffue,  be- 
queathed his  eftate  (of  near  three  thbufand 
pounds  per  annum)  to  Mr,  Pitt  and  his 
heirs.     He  died  on  the    iSth  of  January 
1765-     There  was  a  contention  for  the  pro- 
perty;   and  it  was  countenanced  from  a 
quarter  where,  it  might  have  been  fuppoled 
the  '  perverfion   of  juftice   never   reached. 
However  it  was  of  no  avail :  the  will  of  the 
teftator  was  confirmed  *. 


»  It  has  beerv  confidently  alTerted,  tliat  Thomas  HvlUsy  E{<i, 
who  died  at  Corfcombe  in  Dorfetftiire,  in  the  month  of  December 
1773,  intended  to  Jiave  bequeathed  his  estate  toMr.  Pi// j  but  he 
died  before  he  was  able  to  make  the  arrangement  he  had  in 
Cdtitetopiation.  |^ 


Ralph  Allen,  of  Prior  Paik,  Efg.  died  in  17^4,  and  left  Mr. 
Fi$t  one  tliouTaad  pounds. 
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x^vin!      I^  *^^  month  of  Auguft,  Mr.  Pittv^^nt 

^^^^^  into  Somerfetfhire.     While  he  was  there/ 

Pr^o.„t     an  inhabitant  of  Warehara  fent  him  a  fal* 

1^   "*"  men,  with  this  note  :  "  I  am  an  Englifhman^ 

,         and 'therefore  love  liberty  and  you ;  Sir,  be 

pleafed  to  accept  of  this  fifti,  as  4  mark  of 

my  efteem  ;  were  every  fcale  a  diamond*, 

it  (hould  have  been  at  your  fervice." 

During  the  greateft  part  of  the  feffion  of 
the  year  1765,  Mr.  Pi^i  was  confinedi>y  the 
gout.  " 

King'*  Early  in  the  month  of  April  1765,  his 

^ay-  Majefty  was  afflifted  by  an  alarming  difor- 

•  Alluding  to  the  celebrated  diamond  which  Mr.  Pitf^ 
ancestor,  Thomas  Fifty  Efq.  who,  in  Queen  Jnne*s  reign,  was 
Governor  of  Fort  St,  George  in  the  East-Indies,  ^roiight  from 
thence,  weighing  one  hundred  and  twenty -feven  carats;  and 
which,  beirg  refufed  by  the  Britilh  Sovereign,  was  purchafed  by 
the  then  Regent  of  France,  for  one  hundred  and  thirty-fivc 
thouland  pounds  sterling.  It  was  placed  in  the  Crown  of  France,- 
and  for  feveral  years  was  called  Pitt's  diamond.  For  adefcription 
and  reprefentation  of  this  diamond,  fee  the  Mufeum  Britannicum, 
page  69,  and  tab.  28.  And  like\>/ife  fee  the  account  of  Lord 
Chatham's  family  in  the  appendix  to  this  Work.  In  the  account 
of  the  diamonds  of  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  publilhed  by  order  of 
the  National  Aflcmbly  of  France,  in  179a,  this  celebrated  dia- 
mond is  called  the  Regent^  and  is  there  stated  to  be  of  the  weight 
of  one  hundred  and  forty-fix  carats,  and  eftimatcd  to  be  of  the 
value  of  twelve  milUoHS  of  livrcs  j  which  is  half  a  miliioo 
fterling.  .  * 

der. 
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fler.     At  the  firft  audience  he  honoured  his  xxviii!; 
Minifter  after  his  recovery,  he  took  a  paper  ^^^2^^ 
out  of  his  pocket,  containing  a  fpeech  to 
both   Houfes  of  Parliament,   requefting  a 
power  to  nominate  a  Regent, with  a  Council,  Iuk^ 
in  cafe  of  his  death,  before  his  fucceffor  was  ^"""^^^ 
eighteen  years  of  age.     His  Majefty  gave 
the  paper  tb  his  Miniller,  and  fixed  the  day 
fbr  going  to  the  Houfe.     As  this  was  the 
firft  notice  the  Minifters  had  of  the  defign, 
they  were  greatly  furpr,ifed  by  it.      The 
fpeech  was  written,  and  the  meafure  was 
formed^  without  their  participation,  or  eveh 
knowledge.     They  had  fubmitted  to  feveral 
invafions  of  their  departments,  by  appoint- 
ments being  made,  EcclefiafticaJ,  Civil,  and 
Military  p  fome   without  their  knowledge, . 
and  others  contrai'y  to  their  recommenda- 
tions :  But  this  was  a  ftronger  aft,  and  a. 
more  indifputable  proof,  of   a  fccret  un- 
refponfible  influence,  fubfifting  fome  where, 
than  any  they  had  hitherto  met  with.    They 
were  not  very  ardent,  therefore,  in  fupport 
of  the  meafure.     A  bill  was  brought  into  > 

Houfe  of  Lords,  agreeable  to  the  portrait 
given  in  the  fpeech.     **  To  veft  in  me  the   ^ 
f  power  of  appointing,  by  inftruments  in 
*  writing,  undermy  fign  manual,  either  the 
'  .  Queeii, 


\ 
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Queen,  or  any  other  perjon  in  my  Raydt^ 
^^  •  Family,  ufually  refiding  in  Great  BHtain, 
Difputei  *  to  be/  &c.  But  a  doubt  arifmg  on  the 
Sbjeft.  quellion.  '  Who  were  the  Royal  Family  ?' 
It  was  explained,  the  Defcendants  of  George 
the  Second.  And  this  explanation  was  de- 
clared by  the  Secretary  of  State,  Lord 
Halifax,  to  be  perfeftly  agreeable  to-  the 
Royal  conftruftion.  The  Princefs  of  Wales 
(who  was  defcended  from  another  family) 
being  thus  excluded,  the  Minifters  con- 
ceived they  had  thus  gained  a  viftory  over 
Lord  Bute  ;  for  he  was  the  perfon  who  was 
beHeved  to  be  the  author  and  advifer  of  the 
whole  meafure.  But  the  enjoyment  of  this 
opinion  Vas  of  very  fliort  duration ; ,  for 
when  the  bill  came  into  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons,  her  Royal  Highncfs's  name  was 
added,  on  a  motion  made  for  that  purpofe 
by  Mr.  Morton,  one  of  Lord  Eute%  friends, 
immediately  after  that  of  the  Queen.  Whe- 
ther Lord  Halifax  did  not  rightly  under- 
ftand  his  Majefty,  when  he  reported  the 
anfwer ;  or  whether  his  Majefly  did  not 
rightly  underftand  Lord  Halifax,  is  a 
diftinftion  not  worth  afcertaining.  The 
original  error  was  in  the  writer  of  the  ipeech, 
who  ought  to  have  been  more  explicit. 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps  he  defignedly,  as  well  as  ca^jtioufljr 
avoided  it ;  with  a  view  to  prevent,  what  by 
the  family  might  have  been  called,  invidious 
obfervation  and  perronalily.  But  the  re* 
medy  was  made,  in  a  manner  mor<i^  palpably 
indicative  of  that  fecret  influence,  which 
di£iated  and  controuled  every  important 
meadtre  of  Government  *• 
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Whether  during  the  King  s  late  illnels,  or  lora  W 

t-  r  l„  Trfolvrsto 

at  whatever  moment  earlier,  or  iorwhatever  difmi^the 
caufe,  the  Earl  of  BtUe  took  a  rcfolution  of 
removing  the  Minifters  ;  are  points,  whych  . 
can  be  explained  by  only  thofe  perfons  who 
were  at  that  time  in  his  confidence.  The 
finccre  opinion  of  other  perfons  was,  that 
fome  reprefentations  having  bee^  made  by 
the  fubfifting  Minifters,  upon  the  appoint- 
ment  of  Sir  H.  Erjkine ;  upon  filling  the 


*  Jt  was  in  this  feffion  of  Mr.  Grenn?illc^s  A dminiff ration,  tbat 
the  Ameriean  Stamp  Aft  was  pafled;  which  Mr.  Grent/iile  after- 
wards defended  with  the  warmeft  seal  and  refohition ;  yet  if  we  Stamp Ad^ 
ips^  believe  Mr.  Jenkinfon^  now  Lord  Li'verp6ifl^  who,  in  Aich  a        * 
cafe,  may  fafely  be  taken  for  the  be/t  authority,  this  nieafuc  was 
not  Mr.  Gren*uiUe*%.     See  Mr.   Jenk'tnfon^s  Speech  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  on  the  fifteenth  o^  May  1777,     Hi^  Lordship  has^ 
not  yet  informed  the  nation,  to  whom  this  meafure  ought  to  h  we 
bopn  afcribed  \   though  lie  has  explicitly  acquitted  Mr.  GretfvilU 
4»f  it. 


VOL.L 


Gg 


Sec 


^65  ANECDOTES  AKD  SPEECHES 

xxvnf'  See  of  Armagh,  and  upon  other  promo- 
^^^ -^  tions,  feme  of  which  had  taken  place  con- 
trary to  their  advice,  and  others  without 
their  knowledge  ;   the  King  was  offended, 
and  applied  to  his  Favourite  to  emancipate 
him   from  thefe   importunities.     Whether 
this  opinion  was  well  founded,  or  not,  it  is 
certain  th^t,  ten  days  at  leaft  before  any 
intimation  was  given  to  the  Miniflers  of  the 
Regency  Bill,  the  Earl .  of  BS'td  obtained; 
through  the  intereft  of  the  Earl  o£  Aibe- 
wd?c^cof  ^^'^^^9  *  private  audience  of  the  Duke  of 
?fcumt*    Cumberland  *.     His  wifh  was  to  bring  Mr, 
teriaiuL     p^-^^  j^^^  -^^^^  officc.     His  projeft  had  failed 

fn  the  year  1763,  through  his  own  cow- 
ardice. This  year  he  refolved  not  to  ap^ 
pear  in  the  meafure;  perhaps  he  was  ftilj 
influenced  by  his  fears,  and  therefore,  the 
better  to  conceal  hirafelf,  and  to  give  greater 

•  weight  ta  his  defign,  his  firft  care  was  to  put 
the  negotiation  into  the  hands  of  the  puke 
of  CuvibmUand^  with  fome  limitations.  Af- 
ter  his  audience  of  the  Duke,  he  and  his 
brother  appeared  publickly   at  his   Roya^ 

liighnefs's  leyee,  more  than  once  during  the 

\ 

*  0(i  Sunday  evening,  ApriJ  X4.    HTsRpy^l  Higbnefs  came  ta 

tqwfl  on  piirpofe. 

time 
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time  the  Regency  Bill  was  in  Parliament,  xxvin 

Thefe  circumftances  were  not  unknown  to  '^nr*' 

1765. 

the  Minifters,  nor  did  they  fcruple  to  de- 
clare to  their  friends.  That  the  Kings  coil* 
fidence.was  not  placed  where  it  ought  to  be. 
Yet  they  did  not  refufe  a  neceflary  meafure. 
But  they  were  particularly  blameable  for 
admitting  one  part  of  it,  which  whoever 
advifed,  gave  bad  advice  :  It  was  a  prdpofi- 
tion,  for  an  unexampled  encroachment  bii 
the  inherent  fundamental  and  effential  rights 
of  Parliament,  and  a  dangerous  precedent 
for  an  addition  to  the  pretenfions  of  the 
Crown,  by  entrufting  to  the  Jo le  and  fecret 
liomitiation  of  the  Prince  upon  the  throne^ 
the  appointment  of  the  perfon  to  exercife 
the  regal  authority  during  a  minority/ 


Mr.  Titt  having  declared  in.  Parliament, 
that  he  would  live  and  die  with  his  brother 
(Lord  Temple  J  the  confidential  contrivers  of 
this  fecond  projeft,  to  bring  in  Mr.  'Pitt,  re- 
falved  to  make  the  application  to  Lord  Tem^ 
pie,  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  his  favour* 
able  opinion,  which  was  confidered  the  moft 
effential  ftep  towards  gaining  Mr.  Pitt. 
Accordiagly  on'  the  fifteenth  of  May,  the 
.Duke  of  Curnherland  Tent  for  Lord  Temple {^f^>^^^ 

Lr  g  2  from  P'**' 


The  Duke 
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^xvin.  fr^™  Stowe*.  As  foon  as  poflible  his  Lord- 
fhip  waited ,on  the  Duke>  who  b.gan  by  in- 
forniin^^  him,  that  the  King  had  refolved 
to  change  his ,  fervants,  and  to  engage  hi^ 
Lordfhip,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  their  friends,  in 
his  fervice;  but  firft  he  (the  Duke)  wifti- 

Confe-      ed  to  know  their  conditions.     Lord  Temple 

rence  be-  ''  •' 

Ifacm"  J^oft  refpeSfully  aflured  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  that  their  cqnditions  were  not  many. 
Tl^e  making  certain  foreign  alliances  the 
reftoration  of  officers  (civil  and  rnilitaFy) 
cruelly  and  injuftly  difrniffed,  a  repeal  of  the 
Excife  on  Cyder,  a  total  and  full  condemna- 
tion of  General  Warrants,  and  the  feiziire  of 
papers.  His  Royal  Highnefs  perfedly  ap- 
proved of  thefe  conditions,  and  faid  they 
muji  be  agreed  to  :  and  then  added,  that  he 

\  had  a  propofition  to  make, — this  was,  That 

it  was  the  King's  defire  Lord  Northuviber^ 
land  (hould  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
Treafury.  Lord  Temple  replied,  *'  He  would 
**  never  come  into  office  under  Lord  Bute's 
"  Lieutenantt."  Here  the  conference  broke 
off.     This  propofition  having  been  made  in 

*  His  Royal   Highnefs  alfo   fent  for  Mr.    James  Greu'ville 
from  Pinner. 

+  Lord  Northumberland  was  at  this  time  1-ord  Lieutenant  of 
^       Ireland, 

the 


\ 
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tlie  negociation  in  the  year  1763,  when  xxvni' 
Lord  Bute  appeared  openly  in  the  meafure, 
left  no  room  to  doubt  of  his  Lordfhip  being 
fiill  the  /ecret  advifer  of  the  King,  and. the 
fecret  mover  of  the  prefent  negociation* 


On  the  nineteenth  of  the  fame  month.  The  Duke 

'oestoMr* 


which  was  Sunday,  the  Duke  fent  a  mefTage  ^^"'* 
to  Lord  Temple  requeuing  his  Lordfhip  to 
meet  him  at  Mr,  Pitt's  houfe,  at  Haj^^s,  ia 
Kent.  7'he  Duke  was  with  Mr.  Pitt,  when, 
his  Lordftiip  came  in,  and  had  made  the 
Tatne  propolition  refpe6ling  hoxd  Northum^ 
berlandy  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  refufed,  as  ^  to- 
tally  inadmiffible;  upon  the  fame  principle, 
that  the  refufaL  had  been  made  by  Lord  ' 
Temple;  of  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  not,  until 
that  moment,  received  the  fmalleft  imima- 
tion.  He  affured  his  Royal  Highnefs,  that 
he  was  ready  to  go  to  St.'  James's,  if  he  could 
carry  the  Con/iitutioii  along  with  him; — that 
was  his  fexpreilion. 

Next  day,  the  Duke  fent  Lord  Frederick 
Cavendijh  to  Mr.  Pitt,  with  an  affurance 
thatthe  propofition  refpefting  Lord  North- 
umberland being  at  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
fury,  was  relinquilhed  provided  his  Lord- 

•     Gg3  fhip 
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fliip  Avas  confidered  in  fome  other  way.  Mr. 
Pitt  returned  the  fame  anfwer  he  had  given 
to  his  Royal  Highnefs.  Upon  the  return  of 
Lord  Frederick^  the  Duke  offered  the  Trea- 
,  fury  to. Lord  Lyttelton,  who  defired  to  coii- 
fult  Lord  Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt.  The  Duke 
was  difpleafed  with  this  anfwer,  and  imme- 
diately went  to  the  King;  and  having  in- 
formed his  Majefty  of  the  feveral  aiifwcrs 
he  had  received,  concluded  with  advifing  the 
King  to  continue  his  prefent  fervants.  - 

^Vnd'Sr  ^'  ^^  ^^*^  txtae.  Lord  Temple;  ind  his 
SSTmcIt  brother  Mr.  Grenville,  became  reconciled 
through  the  mediation  of  thti  friends  of  both 
parties;  who  declared  that  this  reconcilation 
was  no  more  than  a  family  friendftiip  as 
brothers ;  and  on  public  .principles,  only  as 
to  meafures  in  future.  ' 


citociled. 


tion 


obfcrva.  It  is  Ml  their  influcnce  on  meafures  infu'- 
ture,  that  fuch  cireumftances  become  inte- 
refting  to  the  nation.  The  reconciliation 
being  made,  Mr.  Grenville  uabofoming  him- 
felf  to  his  brother,  related  all  the  arts  and 
clandeftine  fteps  of  the  Favourite ;  which,  if 
poffible,  increafed  his  brother's  ardour  on 
every  fubfequent  occal^on  he  had  to  oppofe 

Lord 


\» 
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Lord  5wi^.  Both  the  brothers  now  eftter-  xxvni; 
taining  the  Tame  opinion,  there  could  bfe 
Httle  probability  of  another  feparatiott  be*- 
,tween  them';  confequently,  in  future,  it  muflf 
be  fuppofed  they  engaged  to  a6V,  and  to  con* 
cert  their  me^fures  togethen 

Dtaring  the  negociation  with  the  Duke, 
Parhament  had.  been  kept  fitting  under  aa 
expeft^tion  of  ifluing writs  for  neweleQions: 
But  -that  negociation  having  failed,  the  fub-  .    » 
Tiding  Minifters  refolved  to  vindicate  the  in- 
dependence of  their  fituations,  by  aflerting   . 
the  due  influence,  which  of  right  belonged 
to  the  refponfibility  of  their  offices,  and  to 
create  a  neceffiiy  of  ifluing  writs  very  differ-    ^ 
€nt  from '  thofe  which  had  been  in  expe6la- 
tion. 

The  decifive  fl:roke  of  this  contefl:,  was  the 
turni;ist  out  Mr.  Mackenzie,  Lord  J5z^^^'sbr6-  Mackenzie 
th^r;  which,  they  declared,  they  offered  to 
the •  public  as  a  mark,  that  the  Councils  and 
employments  of  the  State  were  not  fepa- 
rated,  notwithftanding  the  late  negociation. 
An^  this  circumftance  gave  them'  a  nierit  in 
their  death,  that  moll  of  them  would  never 
have  acquired  any  other  way. 


^^ 
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xxvliL  There  was  no  ftep  they  could  have  takea 
^'^'^  more  pcrfonaJly  o^nfive  than  this.  And  to 
it  they  added,  the  difmiflions  of  Lord  North* 
umberlanddXkA  Mr.  Fox-yAko  had  been  creat- 
ed Lord  Hol(and.  As  ibon  as  thefe  chang- 
es were  made.  Parliament  was  prorogued. 

The  King  conlidered  thefe  three  difmif- 
fions,  but  mpft  particularly  the  firft,  as  in- 
falts  upon  himfelf.  Whether  the  opinion 
was  fpontaneoufliy  his  own^  or  whether  it 
was  fuggefted  to  him,  is  not  materiaL  The 
language  of  the  Favourite  upon  this  occafi- 
on  was — What!  do  you  mean  to  de/trcy  the 
Monarchy  ?—to  annihiLaU  the  firjl  of  the 
three  EftatesP 

^K^ng  In  confequence  of  thefe  open  anci  avowed 
Mr.  Pitt.  aSs  of  hoftility  to  the  Favourite,  a  refolutioh 
was  taken  to  open  another  negociation  with 
Mr.  Pitt.  Lord  But€  and  the  Duke  having 
both  failed,  the  King  himfelf  undertook  thi^ 
negociatioq.  His  Majefty  fent  for  Mr ^  Pitt 
He  waited  upon  the  King  at  the  Queens 
Houfe,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  June  1765. 
The  confequence  of  this  audience  was,  the 
fending  for  Lord  Temple.  And  on  the  25th, 
they  waited  on  his  Majefty  together  at  the 

^eens 
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Qucen^s  Hpule;  when  the  following  con-  ^^vuL 
clitions  wer^  propoled  to  th^tn :  "^^ 

!•  Mn  Stuart  Mackenzie  tp  be  rcftorcd. 

fi.  Lord  NorHmmbcdartd  to  be  Lord  Cham-         ' 

■ 

be  r  lain.  '  . 

3.  The  King's  Friends  to  continue  in  thck 
prefent  fituations** 

To  the  two  firft  conditions  Mn  Pitt  was  Theyin^ 

fulc  the 

not  very  averfe.  RefpeQing  the  laft,  he  KMig*.^ 
wilhed  for  feme  explanation.  But  Lord 
Temple  declared  againft  the  whole.  Upon 
which  the  conference  ended. — Here  it  is 
propfer  to  obler\^,  that  upon  more  mature 
confideralion  Mr.  Pitt  changed  his  fenti- 
ments  on  the  two  firll  conditions,  and  per- 
leftly  agreed  with  his  brother. 

The  reader's  judgement  will  anticipate  , 
jany  obfervations  which  can  be  made  on  thefe 
extraordinary  occurrences ;  refpefting  either 
the  humiliation  of  the  King,  who  defcended    . 


♦  There  were  about  thirty  pcrfons  who  arrogantly  afsuined  this 
appellafion.  They  aff'efted  to  belong  to  no  Minifter — to  maliUaki 
no  connexion — to  covrt  no  intereft — to  embrace  no  principle — to 
tioW  ao  opinion.  They  might  mdie  properly  liave  been  called  the. 
HoLiieiiold  Troops,  or  Janizaries  of  the  Court;  becaufe  they  fup- 
poitedy  or  oppofed,  the  Official  Minifters,  according  to  the  orckrs 
tticy  received  from  the  Favourite. 

froia 
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xxviul  froro  his  (lation  to  execute  the  projeft  of  hi$ 
^^jj*^  Favourite ;  or  the  fuperiority  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
who  refifted  the  entreaties  of  his  Sovereign^ 
when  jncompatible  with  the  fervice  of  the 
public.  Thefe  prominent  features  are  io 
obvious  from  the  plain  llatement  of  the  SblR^ 
that  no  reader  can  feel  the  want  of  illuftra- 
tion.  The  future  hiftoriau  may  indulge  irf 
obfervatiotis  and  inferences,  which  the  pre- 
fent  writer  dare  not.  And  Truth  may  find 
,  an  advocate  in  a  future  age,  which  the  ve- 
nality  of  the  prefent  refufes  to  endure, 

The  Duke       The  King*s  negoctation  having  failed,  the 

jand  forms  Dulcc  of  Cumberland  was  again  applied  to, 

niftry.       His  Majcfty  having  refolved  to  part  with  his 

prefent  fervants  at  any  rate*,  his  Royal 

Highnefs 


*  It  has  bCfB  ftated,  that  this  refolution  was  taken  in  confe- 
thc^Duke*  quence  of  fotne  expreflioifs,  which  had  fallen  from  the  Duke  of 
of  Bedford  Bedford  in  his  Majefty's  clofet.  One  writer  fays,  "Tlie  Duke  of 
Bedford  continuing  in  fuch  a  behaviour  as  no  private  man  could 
havefuifered  in  anyone  of  his  inferiors,  produced  an  inftaataneous 
determination  to  get  rid  of  fuch  provocations  at  any  rate.*'  Prin^ 
cifles  ftf  the  Changes  in    l^6s9  page  j^^. 

Another  and  more  popular  writer,  fays,  "  The  Miniftry  having 

/  endeavoured  to  exclude  the  DowageFout  of  the  Regency  Bill,  the 

Eari  of  Bute  determined  to  difmifs  them.    Upon  this  the  Duke 

of  Bedford  demanded  an  audience  of  the  ,  reproached 

in  pUin  terms  with  duplicity,  Uienefs,  falfehood,  treachery  and 

hypocrily 
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Higfanefs  had  full  power  to  form  an  admin-  xxvtif 
iftration.  The  Dirke  of  Nczocaflle.  the  Mar-  * — r^ 
quis  of  Rackijigfiam,  and  their  friends, 
thought  it  their  duty  to  accept  of  his  Royal 
Highnefss invitation..  General  Conway  was 
niade  Secretary  of  State^  and  to  him  was 
committed  the  management  of  the  Houle 
of  Commons, 


Jiypocrify— repeatedly  gave  h»m  the  lie,  and  left  him  m  Convul- 
fions.**  Junius^s  Letters^  the  Autbor-s  oivn  edition^  prinfed  bj 
Woodfaliy  \o\nmt  I  j  page  171,  the  note.  ,  ^ 

And  with  refpcft  to  the  particular  diimiflion  of  Mr-  Grenwlllej   a^^i^ 
anotlier  writer  has  given  the  following  anecdote :  **  He  hud  been  Liverpogi, 
fo  completely  duped,  that  forlbme  days  after  his  difmiffion,  he  had. 
the  vanity  to  believe  the  Court  retained  a  partiality  for  him;  but 
when  he  faw  that  Mr.  Charles  Jen  kin/on,  (now  Lord  Lwerpool) 
^n\\q  he   knew  was  the  confidant  of  Lord  Bute.,  and  \<  ho  he  had 
,  formerly  carried  to  the  Dulce  oi  Senvcafiley  and  which  circum/Jancc 
was  t!te  foundation  of  all  his  rife,  and  for  whom  he  had  ob'tained 
a   penfion  for  writing  a   pamphlet  on  the  i'eizure  of  the  Dutch 
veflels  in  1757,  and  who  for  that  and  other  obligations,  he  thought 
would  have   followed  him  out  of  Court ; — when  he  difcovered 
that   Mr.   Jenkittfon   flayed  behind,  and  that  his  credit  was  not 
diminifhed  at  either  CarletoA  Houfc  or  Buckingimm  Houfe,  Mr« 
CrenifUle  thenya«w,  what  all  the  world  knew  befoyre,  that  he  had 
been  the  dupe  of  Lord  Bute^s  agent — that  the  very  man,  who  ow- 
ed his*  original  recommendation  to  him,  was  the  very  man  who  had    , 
betrayed  him.     Perhaps  no  gentleman  ever  felt  the  poignant  ffing  ^ 

•f  ingwtitude  fo  keenly  as  Mr.  Gren'viJIe  did  upon  that  occafion,' 
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New  Minijlry   blamed  for  accepting — Lord  Bute^s 

injluence    not  diminijiied — Their  Apology The 

Burkes  brought  forward — Mr.  Pitt*  s  Speech  and 
debate  on  the  American  Stamp  aS — He  compli- 
ments Mr.  Burki. 

MR.  PITT  did  not  entirely  approve  of  the 
new  Miniftry*s  acceptance.  AhdLard 
*^^^'     Temple  condemned  them  in  terms  ofacri- 
fiiftTybilil  mony:  he  faid,  if  they  had  followed  the  ex* 
accepting,  ample!  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  himfelf,  in  refufing 
the  allurements  of  office,  the  Favourite  muft 
have  fubmitted  to  fuch   conditions,  as   it 
might  have  been  thought  necefTary  to  impofe 
upon  him;   which  certainly  would  have 
.been,  an  abfolute  and  total  exclulion  of  him 
and  his  friends  from  every  fitoation  and  chan- 
nel of  fecret  communication  with  the  Sove- 
reign :  there  muft  have  been  an  end  of  all 
thofe  unhappy  fuggeftions   which  had  al- 
ready diftra6led  the  kingdom,  and  menaced 
the  introduftion  of  further  misfortunes.  This 
might  be  called  violent  language,  but  it  was 
founded  in  truth  and  experience ;  and  al- 
though 


new 
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though  the  new  Miniftry  were  not  under  ^xxix. 
the  influence  of  the  Favourite,  yet  his  in-  ^T^ 
fluence  was  not  dirainifhed;  it  might,  per-  ^^  ^^^^,^ 
haps,  be  faid  to  fuffer  a  temporary  abatement  '^^^^ 
or  rather  it  was  his  own  policy  to  fufpend  '*'^*^^ 
the  exercife  of  it,  until  a  more  fuitable  op- 
portunity occurred  for  making  another  dif* 
play  of  his  power  and  verfatility. 

The  new  Miniftry  had  this  apology  fairly  Apology 
to  offer. — Out  of  office  they  wpre  inadequate  Miniftry. 
to  the  performance  of  any  fervice  to  their 
country ;  but  in  office  they  might  accomplifli 
fomething,  though  perhaps  not  fo  much  as 
they  wiftied;  and  undoubtedly  they  flic^uld 
prevent  any  encreafe,  or  aggravation  of  the 
public  difcontients. — Thefe  motives  were  lau-» 
dable. — Gradatim  was  Mr.' Pitt's  own  word 
in  a  former  day. — They  might  reafonjuftly, 
that  in  the  prefent  unhappy  partiality  of  thft 
King,  the  Conftitutional  exercife  of  the 
powers  of  Governn^ent  were  to  be  obtained 
by  degrees,  not  by  hazarding  a  violent 
tonvulfion  of  the  State ;  to  which  point  fome 
of  them  feared  Lord  Temples  inflexibility 
might  poflibly  extend. 

When   . 
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^xxix  When  the  new  Minifters  entered  their  of- 
*^^]1^  fices,  they  found  that  many  of  their  former 
fubalterns  were  either  dead,  fequeftered  in  re- 
tirement,* or  allied  to  the  enemy :  even  the 
firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury  was  at  a  lofs  for  a 
private  Secretary  of  competent  talents.,  Ari 
accomplrOied  Commis  is  aft  ineftimable  cha- 
ra6ler.  Mr,  Fitzhtrbert^  of  Tiffington*,  in 
Derbyftiire,  a  gentleman  of  unexampled  phi- 
]anthraphy,  and  moil  amiable  inaftfters> 
whofe  ambition  was' benevolence,  and  whofd 
happin^fs  confiRed  in  the  adminiftration  of 
kindnefs,  recommended  to  his  Lordfhtp  Mr. 
Edrmmd  Burke.  The  Britifh  dominions'did 
*ROt  at  that  time  furnifh  a  mofe  able  arid  fit 
peribn  for  that  important  and  cotifidenttiat 
fituation.  He  is  **  the  only  man,  fince  the 
age  of  Cicero,^  who  has  united  the  talents  of 
^caking' and  writing,  with  iirrefiftible  farce 
tcA  degance."  At  the  fame  time,  his  coirfin, 
Mr.  William  Burke,  of  equal  diligence,  pene- 
tration and,integrity,  was  made  Secretary  to 
General  Conway.  There  wa's  no  private  in- 
lereft  courted  or  gratified  by  thefe  appoint- 
ments. The  merit  of  the  perfons  was  their 
recommendation. 

-    ^  •  Father  of  I^rd  St.  H^lJens. 

Pai'liamerrt 
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Parliament  met  on  the  feventeenth  of  De-  ^xxtx^/ 
cember,  in  order  to  iffue  writs  for  the  vacan-  ^"Tj^ 
cies  which  had  been  made  by  the  change  of 
the  Miniftry,  and  then  adjourned  to  the  four- 
teenth of  Jan|iary  1766,  for  the  difpatch  of   ' 
buiinefs.    On^is  day  the  bufmefs  was  open*    *^^''' ' 
ed  with  a  fpeech  from  the  throne.     On  the^ 
ufual  motion  for  an  addrefs,  the  friends  of  the: 
new  Miniftry  fpok^.very  tjjiliderlyof  thedif- 
turbances  raifed  in  Americai  in  oppofition  to ' 
the  Stamp  Acl,  terming  the^  only  occurrevn 
ces  ;  which  gave  great  ofF<2fnce  to  the  frienda 
of  the.  late  Miniftry,  by  whOm  that  aft  had 
been  pafled, 

Mr.  Pitt  was  impatient  to  fpeak  on  this  Mr.  ««*• 
fubieft :  therefore  he  rofe  in  the  early  part  gaiaftthe 

**  '    *  Americaii 

of  the  4^bate,     He  began,  with  faying,  ^I  suxnpAa. 
came  to  town  but  to  day  ;*  I  was  a  ftranger 
to  the  tenor  of  his  Majefty  s  fpeech,  and  the 
propofed  addrefs,  till  I  heard  them  read  in 

•  This  Speech,  together  with  the  other  fpecches  in  this.  Chapter, 
Dvere  taken  by  Sir  Rch€rt  Dean  Bart,  in  vvhicli  he  wasafTifted  by 
the  Earl  o^  Cbarlemont,  A  great  number  of  the.  GejitlemeD  of 
Ireland  felt  themfelves  deeply  interefted  in  the  Qiiedion  of  Right 
tp  tax  America ;  and  <(t  th^t  ^ime  {Iiewed  great  ^inxiety  upon  the- 
iubjeft,  •  ' 


this 


4^3 

I 

CHAP/ 

:sxrx« 


S26fi. 


ANpCDOTES  AND  SPBBCHE5 

this  Houfe.    Unconnected  and  unconfurted 
I  have  not  the  means  of  infonnation ;  I  am 
fearful  of  offending  through  roiftake,  and 
therefor^  beg  to  be  indulged  with  a  iecond 
leading  of  the  propofed  addrefs.    The  ad- 
drefs  being  read,  Mr.  Pitt  went  on :  He 
<tommend€d  the  King's  fpeech,  approved  of 
the  addrefs  in  anfwer,asit  decided  nothing, 
every  gentleman  being  left  at  pcrfed  hberty 
to  take  fuch  a  part  concernrag  Ara*rica,  as 
he  might  afterwards  fee  fit.     One  word 
only  he  eouW  not  approve  of,  an  early,  is  a 
word  that  does  not  belong  to  the  notice  the 
Miniftry  have  given  to  Parliament  of  the 
troubles  in  America.    In  a  matter  of  fuch 
importanee,  the .  comnriunication  o»gKt  to 
liave  been  immediate;  I  fpeak   not  with 
refpea  to  parties ;  I  ftand  up  in  this  place 
fingle  and  uncooneaed.     As  to  the  late 
Miniftry    (turning  himfelf  to    Mr,  Gren- 
ville,  who  fat  within  one  of  him)  every 
capital  meafure  they  have  taken,  has  ba?a 
entirely  wrong ! 

ft 

'^  As  to  the  prcfent  gentlemen,  to  thofe  at 
leaft  whom,  I  have  in  my  eye  (looking  at 
the  bench  where  Mr.  C&nway  fat  with  the 
Lords  of  the  Treafury),  I  have  no  objeaion ; 

I  have 
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I  have  never  been  wade  a  facrifice  by  any  of  ^xxixS 
xh^TVt.  Their  ch^rafters  are  fair;  and  I  am  ^"^^^ 
alvv^ys  gUd'When  men  of  fair  charafter  en- 
gage in-  his  Majefty's  fcrvice*  Some  o£ 
them  havfe  done  jne  the  honour  to  afk  my 
opinion, bjefore  they  would  engage.  Thpfe 
would  do  me  the  jiiftice  to  own,  I  advifed 
them  to  engage;  but  nfttwithftanding--^I 
love  to  be  explicit^ — I  cannot  give  them  my 
confidence ;  pardon  me,  gery:Iemen,  (bow« 
ing  to  the  Miniftry)  confidence  is  a  plant 
of  flow  growth  in  an  aged  bofona:  youth 
is  the.feaforj  of  credulity;  by  comparing 
events  with  eitch  other,  reafojiing  from  ef- 
feftS  to  cftufes,  methinks  I  plainly  difcover 
the  traces  of  an  overrruling  influence* 

r  There  is  a  claufe  in  the  aS:  of  iettiement 
to  oblige  every  Minifl:er  to  fign  his  name 
to  the  advice  which  he  gives  to  his  Sovereign. 
Would  it  were  obferved  i — I  have  had  th^ 
honour  to  ferve  th?  Crown,  and  if  I  could 
have  fubmitted  to  influence,  I  might  have 
ftill  continued  to  ferve ;  but  J  would  not  be 

rerponfible  for  others. 1  have  no  local 

att?ichments;   it  is  indifferent  tome,  whe- 
ther a  man  was  rocked  in  his  cradle  on  this 
ijde  or  that  fide  of  the  Tweed.    I  fought 
Vol.  I.    •  H  h  for 
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^xxuf/  f^^  merit  wherever  it  was  to  be  found.     It 
is  my  boaft,  that  I  was  the  firft  Minifter  who 
looked  for  it,  and  I  found  it  in  the  moun- 
tains  of  the  North.     I  called  it  forth,  and 
drew  it  into  your  fervice,  an  hardy  and  in- 
trepid  race  of  men !  men,  who,  when  left 
by  your  jealoufy,  became  a  prey  to  the 
artifices  of  your  enemies,  and  had  gone  nigh 
to  have  overturned   the   ftate   in  the  war^ 
before  the  laft.     Thefe  men,  in  the  laft  war, 
wcrfe  brought  to  combat  on  your  fide  ;  they 
fcrvcd  with  fidelity,  as  they  fought  with 
valour,  and  conquered  for  you  in  every  part 
of  the  wqrld :  detefted  be  the  national  re- 
flexions againft   them! — they   are   unjuft, 
groundlefs,    illiberal,    unmanly. — When  I 
ceafed  to  ferve  his  Majefty  as  a  minifter,  it 
was  not  the  country  of  the  man  by  which 
I  was  moved; — but  the  rkan  of  that  country 
.wanted  wifdonij  and  held  principles  incom- 
patible with  freedom. 

*  It.  is  a  long  time,  Mr.  Speaker,  fince  I 
have  attended  in  Parliament.  When  the 
refolution  was  taken  in  this  Houfe  to  tax 
America,  I  was  ill  in  bed.  If  I  cou}d  have 
endured  to  have  been  carried  in  my  bed,  fo 
great  was  the  agitation  of  my  mind  for  the 

coniequences^ 
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cotifequences,  1  would  have  folicited  Tome  ^$^^' 
kind  hand  to  have  laid  me  down  on  this  ^"tJST 
floor,  to  have  borne  my  teftimony  againft  it! 
It  is  now  an  aft  that  has  paffcd — I  would 
fpeak  with  decency  of  every  aft  of  this 
Houfe,  but  I  muft  beg  the  indulgence  of  the 
Houfe  to  fpeak  of  it  with  freedom, 

• 
*  I  hope  a  day  may  be  foon  appointed  to 
confider  the  date  of  the  nation  with  refpeft 
to  America — I  hope  gentlemen  will  come 
to  this  debate  with  all  the  temper  and  im- 
partiality that  his  Majefty  recommends  and 
the  importance  of  the  fubjeft  requires.  A 
fubjefct  of  greater  im'pbrtance  than  ever  en- 
gaged the  {attention  of  this  Houfe !  that 
liibjeft  only  excepted,  when,  near  a  cen- 
tury ago,  it  was  the  queftion,  whether  you 
yourfelves  were  to  be  bound  or  free.  In 
the  mean  time,  as  I  cannot  depend  upon  my 
health  for  any  future  day,  fuch  15  the  na- 
ture of  my  infirmities,  I  will  beg  to  fay  a 
few  words  at  prefent,  leaving  the  juftice, 
the  equity,  the  policy,  the  expediency  of 
the  aft,  to  another  time.  I  will  only  fpeak 
to  one  point,  a  point  which  Teems  not  to 
have  been  generally  underftood — I  mean  to 
the  right*     Some  gentlemen  (allucling  to 

H  h  2  Mr. 
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xxixf'  ^^-  J^^^^O  feem  to  have  confidered  it  as 
^-^*]^  a  point  of  hon&ur.  If  gentlemen  confider 
k  in  that  light,  they  leave  all  meafures 
of  right  and  wrong,  to  follow  a  delufion  that 
may  lead  to  deftru6lion.  It  is  my  opinion, 
that  this  kingdom  has  nd  right  to  lay  a  tax 
upon  the  colonies.  At  the  fame  time,  I 
affert  the  authority  of  this  kingdom  over  the 
colonies,  to  be  fovereign  and  fupreme,  in 
every  circumftance  of  government  and  le- 
giflation  whatfoever, — —They  are  the  fub- 
jeQs  of  this  kingdom,  equally  entitled  witJi 
yourfelves  to  all  the  natural  rights  of  man- 
kind and  the  peculiar  privileges  of  Englifli- 
men.  Efqually  ^ound  by  its  laws,  and 
equally  participating  of  the  conftitution  of 
tMs  free  country.  The  Americans  are  the 
fons,  not  the  baftards  of  England.  Taxa- 
tion is  no  part  of,  the  governing  or  legifla.. 
tive  power.—- The  taxes  are  a  voluntary 
gift  and  grant  of  the  Commons  alone.  In 
legiflation  the  three  eftates  of  the  realm  are 
alike  concerned,  but  the  concurrence  of 
tihe  Peers  and  the<  Crown  to  a  tax,  is  only 
neceflaty  to  dofe  with  the  form  of  a  law. 
The  ;gifi;  and  grant  is  of  the  Commons 
alone.  In  ancient  days,  the  HUfown^  the 
BaroQ&^iand  the  Clergy,  pofFeffed  the  lands. 

la 
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In  tbofe  days,  the  Barons  and  the  Clergy  ^xxu^^ 
gave  and  granted  to  the  Crown.  They  ""^^^^ 
gave  and  granted  what  was  their  own.  At 
prefent,  fince  the. difco very  of  America,  and 
other  circuraftances  permitting,  the  Com- 
mons are  become  the  proprietors  of  the 
land,:.  The  Church  (God  blefs  it)  has  but 
a  pittance.  The  property  of  the  Lords, 
compared  with  that  of  the  Commons,,  is  as 
a  drop  of  water  in  the  ocean ;  and  this 
Houfe  reprefents  thofe  Commons,  the  pro* 
prietors  of  the  lands;  and  thofe  proprie- 
tors virtually  reprefent  the  reft  of  the  in- 
habitants. When,  therefore,  in  this  Houfe 
we  give  and  grant,  we  give  and  grant 
what  is  our  own.  But  in  an  American 
tax,  what  do  we  do  ?  We  your  Majefty's 
Commons  for  Great  Britain  give  and  grant 
to  your  Majefty,  what?  Our  own  pro- 
perty ? — No.  We  give  and  grant  to  your 
M^efty,  the  property  of  your  Majefty 's 
Commons  of  America. — It  is  an  abfurdity 
in  terms. 


>  > 


The  diftinflion  between  legiflation  and 
taxation  is  eflentially  neceflary  to  liber- 
ty.  The  Crown,  the  Peers,  are  cqudly 
Jegiflative  powers  with  the  Commons*    If 

H  h  3  taxation 
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xxixf*  taxation  be  a  part  of  fimplc  iegiflation,  the 
^"^^  Crown,  the  Peers  have  rights  in  taxation 
as  well  as  yourfelves:  rights  which  they 
will  claim,  which  they  will  exercife,  when- 
ever the  principle  can  be  fupported  hy- 
power. 

*  There  is  an  idea  in  fome,  that  the  colo- 
nies are  virtually  reprefented  in  the  Houfe. 
I  would  fain  know  by  whom  an  American 
is  reprefented  here?  Is  he  .reprefented  by 
any  knight  of  the  fhire,  in  any  county,  in 
this  kingdom  ?  Would  to  God  that  reJpeBa- 
ble  reprefentation  was.  augmented  to  a  greater 
number  I  Or  will  you  tell  him  thathe  is  repre- 
fented by  any  reprefentative  of  a  borough 
—a  borough  which  perhaps  its  own  repre- 
fentatives  never  faw.— This  is  what  is  called 
the  rotten  part  of  the  covjlitution.^ -It  can- 
not continue  a  century-^If  it  does  not  drop, 
it  mud  be  amputated.-^-The  idea  of  a  virtual 
reprefentation  of  America  in  this  Houfe,  is 
the  moft  contemptible  idea  that  ever  enter-, 
ed  into  the  head  of  a  man— It  does  not  de^ 
ferve  a  ferious  refutation, 

^  The  Commons  of  America,  reprefented 
in  their  feveral  aflcflpibUes,  h?^ve  ever  been 
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in  poffcffibn  of  the  exercife  of  this,  their  ^xxlx! 
conftitutional  right,  of  giving  and  grant-  ^^"^^ 
ihg  their  own  money.  They  vould  have 
been  flaves  if  they  had  not  enjoyed  it.^  At 
the  fame  time,  this  kingdom,  as  the  jTu-" 
jireme  governing  and  legiflative  power,  has' 
always  bound  the  colonies  by  her  laws,  by 
her  regulations,  and  reflriflions  iri  trade,  hi 
navigation,  in  manu  failures — in  every  thing; 
except  that  of  taking  their  money  out  of 
their  pockets  without  their  confent.  • 

.  Here /I  would  draw  the  line, 

^*Quam  ultra  citraque  neque  confijlcrt  rtdn/m. 

He  concluded  with  a  familiar  voice  and 
tone,  but  fo  low*  that  it  was  not  eafy  to  dif* 
tinguifh  what  he  faid,     A  conliderable  paufe    . 
enfued  after  Mn  Fitt  had  done  fpeaking. 

Mr.  Conway  at  length  got  up.  He  faid,  j^,.  con. 
*  He  had  been  waiting  to  fee  whether  any  ^^' 
anfwer  would  be  given  to  what  had  been 
advanced  by  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man,  referving  himfclf  for  the  reply :  but 
as  none  had  been  given,  he  had  only  to  de- 
clare, that  his  own  fentiments  were  entirely 

H  h  4  conformable 
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xxf/'  conformable  to  thofe  of  th^  right  hctaour- 
^^^^  able  gentleman. — That  they  3  re  fo  con- 
formable, he  faid,  is  a  circumfiance  that' 
affefts  me  with  the  moft  fenfible  pleafure^ 
and  does  me  the  greateft  honour^  But  two 
things  fell  from  that  Gentleman,  which 
give  me  pain,  as,  whatever  fells  from  that 
gentleman,  falls  from  fo  gr^at  a  height  as 
to  make  a  deep  impreflion.— ^I  muil  en* 
deavour  to  remove  it. — It  was  objefted^ 
that  the  notice  ^iven  to  Parliament  of  the 
troubles  in  America  was  not  early.  I  can 
affure  the  Houfe,  the  firll  accounjts  were 
too  vague  and  imperfe6l  to  be  worth  the 
notice  of  Parliament*  It  is  only  of  late 
that  they  have  been  precife.and  full.  An 
over-ruling  influence  has  alfo  been  hinted 
at*  I  fee  nothing  of  it— I  feel  nothing  of 
it — I  difclaim  it  for  my  felf,  and  (as  far  as  my 
difcernment  can  reach),  for  all  the  reft  of 
his  Majefty's  minifters/ 

• 

Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Conway^ 
*  The  exculc  is  a  valid  one,  if  it  is  a  juft 
one.  That  muft  appear  from  tlje  papers 
now  before  the  Houfe/ 
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Mr.  Grenvilk next  ftood  up.  He  began  ^"xtx!' 
^ith  cenfuring  the  miniftry  very-feverely,  ^^^^ 
for  delaying  to  give  earlier  notice  to  Parlia-  Mr.  crcn. 
ment  of  the  difturbances  in  America.  He  '^*^''* 
faid,  '  They  began  in  July,  and  now  we  are 
in  the  middle  of  January  ;  lately  they  were 
only  occurrences,  thfey  are  now  grown  td 
difturbartces,  to  tumults  and  riots.  1  doubt 
they  border  on  open  rebellion  ;  and  if  the 
do6trines  I  have  heard  this  day  be  confirmed, 
I  fear  they  will  lofe  that  name,  to  take  that 
of  revolution.  The  government  over  theift 
being  diflblved,  a  revolution  will  take  place 
in  America.  I  cannot  underftand  the  differ- 
ence between  external  and  internal  taxes« 
They  are  the  fame  ih  effeft,  and  only  differ 
in  name.  That  this  kingdom  has  the  fove*  ' 
reign,  the  fupreme  legiflative  power  over 
America,  is  granted.  It  cannot  be  denied ; 
ahd  taxation  is  a  part  of  that  fovereigli 
power.  It  is  one  branch  of  the  legiflation* 
It  is,  it  has  been  exerciled  over  thofe  who 
arc  not,  who  were  never  reprefented.  It  is 
exercifed  over  the  -  India  Company^  the 
merchants  of  London,  the  proprietors .  of 
the  ftocks,  and  over  many  great  manufaflur^- 
in^  towns.  It  was  exercifed  over  the  p&la* 
tine  of  Chefter,  and  the  biChcipric  of  Dur*. 

ham. 
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ham,  before  they  fent  any  reprefentatives 
^^    to  Parhament.     I  appeal,  for  proof,  to  the 
preambles  of  the  afts  which  gave  them  re- 
prefentatives  ;  the  one  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VIII.  the  other  in  that  of  Charles  IV  Mr. 
GrenvilU  then  quoted  the  afts,  and  defired 
that  they  might  be  read:  which  being  done, 
he  faid  :  •  When  I  propofed  to  tax  America, 
I  afked  the  Houfe  if  any  gentleman  would 
objefcl  to  the  right ;    I  Repeatedly  alked  it, 
and  no  man  would   attempt  to   deny   it. 
Proteftion  and  obedience   are  reciprocal. 
Great  Britain  proiefts  America ;  America 
.  is  boui)d  to  yield  obedience.     If  not,  tell 
me  .when  the  Americans  were  emancipated  ? 
— When  they  want  the  proteftion  of  this 
kingdom,  they  are  always  very  ready  to  afk 
it.     That  proteftion  has  always  beea  afford- 
ed them  in  the  mofl  full  and  ample  manner. 
The  nation  has  run  herfelf  into  an  immenfe 
debt  to  give  them  their  proteftion ;  and  now 
they  are  called  cipon  to  contribute  a  fmall 
(hare  towards  the  public  expence,  an  ex- 
pehce   arifing  from   thfemfelves;   they   re* 
nounce  your  authority,  infult  your  officers, 
X        and  break  out,  I  might  almoft  fay,  into  open 
rebellion.     The  feditious  fpirit  of  the  co- 
lonies o\\res  its  birth  to  the  faftions  in  this 

Houfe. 
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Houfe-    Gentlemen  are  carelefs  of  the  ccn- 
icquences  of  what  they   fay,  provided  it 
anfwers  the  purpofes  of  oppofition.     We 
were  told  we  trod  on  tender  ground ;  we 
were  bid  to  expe£l  difobedience.    What  was 
this  but  telling  the  Americans  to  (land  out 
againftthe  law,  to  encourage  their  obRinacy 
with  the  expedation  of  fupport  fronl'hence? 
Ltt  us  only  hold  out  a  little,  they  would  fay, 
our  friends  will  foon  be- in  power.     Un- 
grateful people  of  America  !  Bounties  have 
been  extended  to  them.     When  I  had  the 
honour  of  ferving  the  crov/n,  while  you 
yourfelves  were  loaded  with  an  enormous 
d^bt,    you   have  given  bounties  on  their 
lumber,  on  their  iron,  their  hemp,  and  many 
other  articles.    You  have  relaxed  in  their 
favour,  the  aftof  navigation,  that  palladium 
of  the  Britifh  commerce ;  and'^^yet  I  have 
been  abu fed  in  all  the  public  papers  as  in 
enemy   to  the  trade  of  America.     I  have 
been  particularly  charged  with  giving  orders 
and  inftruftions    to   prevent  the  Spanifh 
trade,  and  thereby  flopping  the  channel,  by 
which  alone  North  America  ufed  to  be  fup- 
plied   with    ca(h    for    remittances^  to  this 
country.     I  defy  any  man  to  produce  any 
fvich  orders  pi:  inllrudions.    I  difcouraged 

SO 
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*xxixr  ^^  'f*<le  ^ut  what  wa»  illicit,  what  was  pro- 
'  hibited  by  an  ad  of  Parliament.  I  defire  a 
Weft  India  merchant,  well  known  in  the 
city  (Mr.  L(mgJ,  a  gentleman  of  charaaer, 
may  be  examined.  He  will  tell  yoju,  that 
I  offered  to  do  evexy  thing  in  .my  power  to 
advance  the  trade  of  America.-  I  was  above 
giving  ananfwer  to  anonymous  calumnies; 
but  in  this  place,  it  becomes  one  to'wipe  off 
the  afperfion/ 

Here  Mr.  C?rjfnt«7^,  ceafed.  Several  Mem- 
bers got  up  to  fpeak,  but  Mr.  P/tt  feeming 
to  nfc,  the  Houfe  was  fo  clamorous  for  Mn 
JlVUf  Mr.    Pitt/   that  the    Speaker  was 
'  obliged  to  call  to  order. 

Hr.  Pitt.  After  obtaining  a  little  quiet,  he  faid^-Mr^ 
Pitt  was  up;  who  began  with  informing 
the  Houfe,  *  That  he  did  not  mean  to  have 
gone  any  further  into  the  fubjeft  that  day  ; 
that  he  had  only  defigned  to  have  thrown 
put  a  few  hints,  which  gentlemen,  who 
were  fo  confident  of  the  right  of  this  king- 
dom  to  fend  taxes  to  America^  might  con- 
fider;  might  perhaps  reflcft,  in  a  cooler 
moment,  that  the  right  was  at  leaft  equi- 
vocal.   But  fince  the  gentleman,  who  fpoke 
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laft,  had  not  flopped  on  that  ground,  but  ^^x'' 
had  gone  into  the  whole,  into  the  juftice,  "^^I^  * 
the  equity,  the  policy,  the  expediency  o£ 
the  (lamp  a6l,  as  well  as  ioto  the  right, 
be  would  foHow  him  through  the  whole 
fidd,  and  combat  his  arguments  on  every 
point/ 

« 

He  was  going  on,  when  Lord  Strange  got  ^^•^*«*«* 
lip^  ancl  called  both  gentlemen,  Mr,  Pitt 
and  Mr.  GrehviUe,  to  ordef.  He  faid, 
'  They  had  both  departed  frgm  the  matter 
before .  the  Houfe,  which.  wa«  the  King's 
fpeech ;  and  that  Mr.  Piti  was  going  to 
fpeak  twicein  the  fame  debate,  although  the^ 

Houle  was  jiot  in  a  committee/ 

ft 

Mr.  George  Onflow  (now  Lord  Onjloxv)  Mf.oa* 
anfweredj  '  That  they  were  both  in  order, 
as  nothing  had  been  faid,  but  what  was 
fistirly  Reducible  from  the  King's  fpeech ;  and 
appealed  to  the  Speaker.'  The  Speaker 
decided  in  ]\ir. Onflows  favoun 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  '  I  do  not  apprehend  I  am  Mr.  pitt* 
i^aJiing  twice :  I  did  exprefsly  referve  a 
part  of  my  fubjffl,  ia  order  to  fav^  the  time) 
of  thi$  H<^ufei  btjt  I  an>  conipeJled  to  pro- 
ceed 
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^MixT  ^^^^  ^^  iC  I  do  not  fpeak  twice ;  I  onljr 
*"^J^  finifli  what  I  defignedly  left  imperfeft.  But 
if  the  Houfe  is  of  a  different  opinion,  far 
be  it  from  fine  to  indulge  a  wifh  of  tranfgref- 
fion  againft  order.  I  am  content,  if  it  be 
your  pleafure,  to  be  filent.' — Here  he 
paufed — The  Houfe  refounding  with  Go  on  I 
go  on  I  he  proceeded : 

*  Gentlemen,  Sir  (to  the  Speaker),  I  have 
belen  charged  with  giving  birth  to  fedition 
in  America.  They  have  fpoken  their  fenti- 
ments  with  freedom  againft  this  unhappy 
j  X  a£l,  and  that  freedom  has  become  their 
crime.  Sorry  I  am  to  hear  the  liberty  of 
fpeech  in  this  Houfe  .imputed  as  a  crime. 
But  the  imputation  fhall  not  difcourage  me. 
It  is  a  liberty  I  mean  to  exercife*  No 
.  gentleman  ought  to  Be  afraid  to  exercife  it. 
It  is  a  liberty  by  which  the  gentleman  who 
Calumniates  it  might  have  profited.  He 
ought  to  have  defifted  from  his  projefi. 
The  gentleman  tells  us,  Americais  obftinate ; 
•  America  is  almoft  in  open  rebellion.  I  re- 
joice that  America  has  refitted.  Three, 
millions  of  people  fo  dead  to  all  the  feelings 
of  liberty,  as  vbluntarily  to  fubmit  to  be 
fiaves,  would  have  been  fit  inilruments  to 

make 
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make  flaves  of  the  reft.  .  I  come  not  here  ^^xix/ 
armed  at  all  points,  with  law  cafes  and  aQ$  ^""^^^ 
of  Parliament,  with  the  ftatute  book  doubled 
down  in  dog's-ears,  to  defend  the  caufe  of 
liberty  :  if  I  had,  linyfelf  would  have  cited 
the  two  cafes  of  Chefter  and  Durham.    I 
would  have  cited  th?m,  to  have  (hewn  thati 
>  even  under  former  arbitrary  reigns.  Parlia- 
ments were  afhamcd  of   taxing  a  people  ' 
without  tleir  confent,   and  allowed  them 
reprefentatives.     Why  did  the  Gentleman 
confine  himfelf  to  Chefter  and  Durham ;  he 
might   have  taken  an  higher  example  in 
Wales ;    Wales  that  never  was  taxed  by 
Parliament  till  it  was  incorporated.    I  would 
not  debate  a  particular  point  of  law  with 
the  gentleman.    I  know  his  abilities.    I  have 
been  obliged  to  his  diligent  refearches.   But, 
for  the  defence  of  liberty,  upon  a  general  "  • 
principle,  upon  a   conftitutional  principle, 
it  is  a  ground  on  which  I  ftand  firm ;  ott 
which  I  dare  meet  any  man.     The  gentle- 
man tells  us  of  many  who  are  taxed,  and  are 
not    reprefented. — The    India    Company, 
merchants,     ftockholders,     manu  fafturers. 
Surely  many  of  thele  are  reprefented  in  other 
capacities,  as  owners  oT  land,  or  as  freemen 
of  boroughs.    It  is  a  misfortune  that  more 

are 
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xxixf*  *^  oot.  equally  reprefented.  ^  But  they  arc 
^\^'^  all  inhabitants^  and  as  fucb,  are  they  not 
virtually  reprefented  ?  Many  have  it  in  their 
option  to  be  aflually  reprefented*  They 
have  conne6lions  with-thofe  that  elefl,  and 
they  have  influence  over  them.  The  gentle- 
inan  mentioned  the  ftock-holders :  I  hope 
he  does  not  reckon  the  debts  of  the  nation 
as  a  part  of  the  national  edate.  Since  the 
acceflion  of  King  William^  many  rninifters, 
fome  of  great,  others  of  more  moderate 
abilities,  have  taken  the  lead  of  govern- 
ment/ 

He  then  went  through  the  lift  of  them, 
bringing  it  down  till  he  came  to  himfelf, 
giving  a  (hort  flcetch  of  the  charaflers  of 
each  of  them,     '  None  of  thefe  (he  faid), 
thought,  or  ^ever  dreamed,  of  robbing  thqi 
colonies  of  their  conftitutional  rights.    That 
was  referved  to  mark  the  aera  of.  the  late 
adminiftration :  Not  that  there  were  want- 
ing  fome,  when  I  had  the  honour  to  ferve 
his  -M?yefty,  to  propofe  to  me  to  burn  my 
•     fingers  with  an  American  (lamp  aft.     With 
the  enemy  at  their  back,  with  our  bayonets 
at  their  breafts,  in  the  day  of  their  diftrefs, 
perhaps  the  Americans  woul^  have  fub* 

mitted 
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mitted  to  the  impolition ;  but  it  would  have   ^xxix' 
been  taking  an  ungenerous  and  unjuft  ad-  ^71^ 
vantage.      The    gentleman    boafts  of  his  > 
bounties  to  America !  Are  not  thefe  bounties 
intended  finally  for  the  benefit  of  this  king- 
dom ?  If  they  are  not,  he  has  mifapplied  the 
national  trealiires.     I    am   no   courtier  of 
America — I  ftand    up    for  this  kingdom.    * 
I  maintain,  that' the  Parliament  has  a  right 
to   bind,  to  reftrain  America.     Our  legif- 
lative  power  over  the  colonies  is  fovereign 
and  fuprerae.  ♦  When  it  ceales  to  be  fove- 
reign and  fupreme,  I  would  advife    every 
gentleman  to  fell  his  lands,  if  he  can,  and 
embark   for    that    country.      When    two 
countries  are  connefled  together,  like  Eng- 
land and  her  colonies,  without   being  in- 
corporated, the  one  muft  neceffarily  govern ; 
the  greater  muft  rule  the  lefs ;  but  fo  rule 
it,  as   not  to  contradift  the   fundamental 
principles  that  are  common  to  both. 

'  If  the  gentleman  dots  not  underftand 
the  difference  between  external  and  internal 
taxes,  I  cannot  help  it ;  but  tBere  is  a  plain' 
diftintlion  between  taxes  levied  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  raifinga  revenue,  and  duties  im- 
pofcd  for  the  regulation  of  trade,  for  the 
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accommodation  of  the  fubjeft;  although, 
^JQ^  in  the  confequenccs,  fome  revenue  might 
incidentally  arife  from  the  latter. 

*  The  gentleman   alks,  when  were  the 
colonies  emancipated?  But  I  defire  to  know, 
when  they  were  made  flaves  ?  But  I  dwell 
not  upon  words.      When  J  had  the  honour 
of  ferving  his  Majefty,  I  availed  myfelf  of 
the  means  of  information,  which  I  derived 
from  my  office :  I  fpeak,  therefore   from 
knowledge.     My  materials  were  good,  I  was 
at  pains  to  colleft,  to   digeft,  to  confider 
them  ;  and  I  will  be  bold  to  affirm,  that  the 
profits  to  Great  Britain  from  the  trade  of 
•the  colonies,  through  all  its  branches,  is  two 
millions  a  year.      This   is   the  fund  that 
carried  you  triumphantly  through  the  laft 
war.     The  eftates  that  were  rented  at  two 
thoufand  pounds  a  year,  threefcore  years 
ago,  are  at  three  thoufand  pounds  at  prefent. 
Thofe  eftates    fold   then  frpm    fifteen  to 
eighteen  years  purchafe ;  the  fame  may  now 
be  fold  for  thirty.     You  owe  this  to  Ame- 
Tica,    This  is  the  price  America  pays  for 
her  protedion.    And  fhall  a  miferable  finan- 
cier come  with  a  boaft,  that  he  can  bring  a 
pepper-corn  into  the  Exchequer,  to  the  lois 

of 
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of  millions  to  the  nation !  I  dare  not  fay, 
how  much  higher  thefe  profits  may  be  aug- 
mented. Omitting  the  immenfe  increafeof 
people  by  natural  population,  in  tlie  north- 
"  ern  colonies,  and  the  emigration  from  every 
part  of  Europe,  I  am  convinced  the  com- 
mercial fyftem  of  America  tnay  be  altered  to 
advantage.  You  have  prohibited  where 
you  ought  to  have  encouraged,  and  en- 
couraged where  you  ought  to  have  pro* 
hibited.  Improper  reftraints  have  been  laid 
on  the  continent,  in  favour  of  the  iflarids. 
You  have  but  two  nations  to  trade  with  in 
America.  Would  you  had  twenty!  Let 
afts  of  Parliament  in  confequence  of  treaties 
remain,  but  let  not  an  Englifh  minifter  be* 
come  a  cuftom-houfe  officer  for  Spain,  or 
for  any  foreign  power.  Much  is  wrong, 
much  may  be  amended  for  the  general  good 
of  the  whole. 

*  Does  the  gentleman  complain  he  has 
been  mifreprefented  in  the  public  prints? 
.-  It  is  a  common  misfortune.  In  the  Spanifli 
affair  of  lafl  war,  I  was  abufed  in  all  the 
news-papers,  for  having  advifed  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  violate  the  law  of  nations  with 
regard  to  Spain.    The  abufe  was  induflri. 

I  i  a  oufly 
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.  xxix''  o"^y  circulated  even  in  hand-bilis.  If  ad- 
miniftration ,  did  not  propagate  the  abufe, 
adminiflration  never  coniradiEled  it  I  will 
not  fay  what  advice  I  did  give  to  the  King. 
My  advice  is  in  writing,  figned  by  myfelf^ 
in  the  pofleffion  of  the  crown.  But  I  will 
fay,  what  advice  I  did  not  give  to  the  King : 
I  did  not  advife  him  to  violate  any  of  the 
laws  of  nations. 

^  As  to  the  report  of  the  gentleman's  pfc- 
venting  in  fome  way  the  trade  for  bullion 
with  the.  Spaniards,  it  was  fpoken  of  fo  con- 
fidently, that  I  own,  I  api  one  of  thofe  who 
did  believe  it  to  be  true, 

*  The  gentleman  mull  not  wonder  he 
was  pot  contraditled,  when,  as  the  Minifter, 
he  afferts  the  right  of  Parliament  to.  tax 
America.  I  know  not  how  it  is,  but  there 
}s  a  modefty  in  this  Houfe,  which  does  not 
chufe  to  contradift  a  minifter,  1  wifti  gen- 
tlemen would  get  the  better  of  this  modefty. 
Even  that  chair,  Sir,  fometioies  looks  to- 
wards St.  James's.  If  they  do  not,  perhaps, 
the .  colleftiye  body  may  begin  to  abate  of 
its  refpecl  for  the  reprefentativc.  Lord 
'Bacon  had  told  me,  that  a  great  queftion 

would 
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would  not  fail  of  beiog  agitated  at  one  time  ^^^^^^ 
or  another.  I  was  willing  to  agitate  that  at  ""^^^1^ 
the  proper  feafon ;  the  German  war,  my 
German  war,  they  called  it.  Every  feffions 
I  called  out,  has  any  body  any  objeftions 
to  the  German  war?  Nobody  would  objeft 
to  it,  one  gentleman  only  excepted,  fince 
.removed  to  the  Upper  Houfe,  by  fUcceflion 
to  an  ancient  barony,  meaning  Lord  ^  Le 
Defpencer^  formerly  Sir  Francis  Ddfliwood: 
he  told  me,  "  he  did  not  like  a  German 
war/'  I  honouied  the  man  for  it,  and  was 
foiry  when  he  was  turned  out  of  his  poft. 

*  A  great  deal  has  been  faid  without 
doors,  of  the  power,  of  the  ftrength  of 
America.  It  is  a  topic  that  ought  to  be 
cautioufly  meddled  with.  In  a  good  caufe, 
on  a  found  bottom,  the  force  of  this  country 
can  crufh  America  to  atoms.  I  know  the 
valour  of  your  troops.  I  know  the  Ikill  of 
your  officers.  There  is  not  a  company  of 
foot  that  has  ferved  in  America,  out  of 
which  you  may  not  pick  a  man  of  fufficient 
knowledge  and  experience  to  make  a  gover* 
nor  of  a  colony  there.  Buf  on  this  ground, 
oil  the  Stamp  Aft,  when  fo  many  here  will 

think 
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xxixT'  ^^>^*^  it  ^  crying  injuflice,  I  am  one  who  will 
lift  up  my  hands  againft  iu 
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*  In  fuch  a  caufe,  your  fuccefe  would  be 
hazardous.  America^  if  fhe  fell,  would  fall 
like  the  ftrong  roan.  She  would  embrace 
the  pillars  of  the  ftate,  and  piill  down  the 
.  conftitution  along  with  her.  Is  this  your 
toafted  peace  ?  Not  to  (heath  the  fword  in 
its  fcabbard,  but  to  ibeath  it  in  the  bowels 
of  your  countrymen?  Will  you  quarrel 
with  yourfelves ;  now  the  whole  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  is  united  againft  you?  W^ile 
France  difturbs  your  filheries  in  Newfound- 
land, embarraffes  your  flave-trade  to  Africa^ 
and  with^holds  from  your  fubjefls  in  Cana- 
da^ their  property  ftipulated  by  treaty; 
while  the  ranfom  for  the  Manillas  is  denied 
by  Spain,  and  its  gallant  conqueror  bafely 
traduced  into  a  mean  plunderer,  a  gentle- 
jman  (Colonel  Draper)  whofe  noble  and 
generous  I'pirit  would  do  honour  to  the 
proudeit  grandee  of  the  country.  The 
Americans  have  not  a£led  in  all  things  with 
prudence  and  temper.  The  Americans 
have  been  wronged.  They  have  been  dri- 
ven to  madnefs  by    injuflice.    Will  yo« 

punifh 
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punilh  them  for  the  madnefs  you  have  occa-  chap. 
fioned?  Rather  let  prudence  and  temper 
come  firft  from  this  fide.  I  wiH  undertake 
for  America,  that  fhe  will  follow  the  ex- 
ample. There  are  two  lines  in  a  ballad  of 
Prior  Syoio.  man's  behaviour  to  his  wife,  fo 
applicable  to  you,  and  your  colonies,  that 
1  cannot  help  repeating  them : 

Be  to  her  faults  a  Utile  blind: 
Be  to  her  virtues  very  kind. 

% 

«  Upon  the  whole,  I  will  beg  leave  to  tell 
the  Houfe  what  ii  really  my  opinion.    It  is, 
that  the  JStamp  Acl  be  repealed  abfolutely^ 
totally^  and  immediately.     That  the  reafon 
for  the  repeal  be  ^ffigned,  becaufe  it  was 
founded  on  an  erroneous  principle.      At 
the  lame  time,  let  the  fovereign  authority 
of  this  country  over  the  colonies  be  afferted 
in  as  ftrong  terms  as  can  be  devifed,  and  be 
anade  to  extend  to  every  point  of  legiflation 
wh  alfoever .     That  we  may  bind  their  trade^ 
confine  their   manujad^urts^    and  exercife 
every    poxoer   whatlbever,    except  that  of 
taking  their  money   out  of  their  pockets 
'  without  their  confent.' 
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In  the  courfe  of  this  (Jebate,  Mn  Burke 
'^^^^!^  made  his  firft  fpeech  in  Parliament ;  and  Mr, 
Hecom-  ^^^^  complimqited  him  upon'^it,  in  terms 
JtXX.  peculiarly  flattering  to  a  young  man.  -- ._ 
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